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1st January, 1895. 
IMPERIAL DECREEs. 


(1) Ch‘ang Shiin, Tartar-General of 
Kirin, denounces a eunuch named Tung 
Shuang-fu recalled from banishment, 
who on his journey back to Peking caused 
much trouble to the courier stations en 
route and at the same time extorted money 
and provisions from the inhabitants. This 
conduct is extremely audacious and re- 
prehensible. We therefure command the 
officials through whose territory the said 
eunuch and his escort may pass to hurry 
them as fast as possible on ty Peking, and 
when arrived at the capital the Imperial 
Household Department officers are to try 
the eunuch and condemn him to the severest 
punishment the law allows in such cases. 
The two officers in charge of the eunuch on 
the journey are tc be handed over to the 
Bvards for determination of penalties for 
not being able to control the said eunuch. 

(2) Yi Nien, Senior Manchu Vice- 
President of the Court of Censors, who 
had been charged by several of his sub- 
ordinates with lack of dignity, laziness, 
and unprincipled conduct, and concerning 
whom the Board of Civil Appointments 
recommend a penalty, is hereby to be 
degraded two steps of rank and fined nine 
mouths’ salary without the privilege of 
commutation. 


2nd January. 
INSPECTION OF KANSU TROOPS. 


Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Senior Guardian of 
the Heir Apparent and Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kanau, reports the result of 
the autamnal inspection of the various 
battalions in the provincial capital of Lan- 
chowfu. The regiments inspected were 
the regular garrison, a newly organised 
foreign drilled foot battalion, and a half 
battalion of foot and half battalion of 
cavalry belonging to the Fangying or brigade 
for luc defence. The musketry drills of 
the troops were very good, as well ay their 
volley firing, while the rocket and heated 
shot drill also showed proficiency. The ca- 


valry target practice on horseback was good 
and the men showed good form in attack 
and defence. The short sword, lance and 
target drills also were very smart. As was 
usual, memorialist made a note of the best 
men and also granted them rewards for 
pioficiency.—Rescript : Noted. 


3rd January. 
No news of interest. 


4th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Censor En Shiin reports receiving 
a petition from the gaol warden of the 
middle ward police magistracy, stating that 
upon being ordered to arrest two local 
rowdies, wahted as witnesses in the case 
of a woman named Sung Ch‘ang-shih 
against Ch‘ang Yu, a member of the 
Imperial Clan, the said petitioner managed 
to arrest one of the rowdies, named Shén 
Sieh-lung, alias Shén Sze, whom he took to 
the police magistracy of his ward for tem- 
porary confinement prior to being handed 
over to the Imperial Clan Court. No 
sooner, however, had the said Shen Sieh- 
lung been locked up than a number 
of men armed and disguised forced their 
way into the police magistracy and carrried 
away the prisoner. ‘Ihe police were too 
weak in numbers to offer resistance and 
the bandits made off unmolested, ete. 
That a band of men should have the 
temerity to go armed and forcibly take 
away a prisoner from a government oflice 
within the very shadow of the Imperial 
Palace, makes it apparent that these fellows 
have not the fear of the law in their eyes, 
and hence an example should be made 
of them when captured. We therefore 
command the gendarmerie, the Governor of 
Shiintienfu and the Police Censors of the 
Five Wards to make every effort tu recap- 
ture Shén Sieh-lung, and toarrest those con- 
cerned in carrying the man away by force, 
and having done so the criminals are to be 
handed to the Board of Punishments for 
condign punishment. 


[Jax, 4—7. 


MARRYING A SUBJECT CONTRARY TO LAW. 


Chang Usii, Governor of Shansi, reports 
receipt on the 30th of October last 
of his Majesty’s decree »f the 25th of 
the same month commanding him to in- 
vestigate a charge mace by the Censor 
K‘'uei Ying against K‘@ Méng-ngeh, Tar- 
tar-General of Suiyuan, Shansi, in that 
the said K‘8 Méng-ngeh did unlawfully 
marry a woman belonging to the T‘umed 
tribe of Mongols, who are under the said 
Tartar-General’s jurisdiction, which is 
against the law forbidding any official to 
marry amongst the people he governs. 
Also that the brother of the said woman, 
taking advantage of his ennnection with 
the Tartar-General, had been guilty of 
extortion from the people, etc. Upon re- 
ceipt of the said decree memorialist sent 
En Lin, Taotai of the Yen-p‘ing Circuit 
of Shansi, to make enquiries into the 
truth of the above charges. After many 
examinations, open as well as secret, the 
said Tantai came to the conclusion that 
the woman in question was not married as 
a wife but as a concubine, owing to the fact 
of the said Tartar-General being eighty odd 
years of age and childless—three grown up 
sons by his first wife having died soon after 
completing their majority. It also turned 
out, upon enquiry, that the brother of the 
said concubine was not in the habit of visit- 
ing the yamén unless specially called for by 
the Tartar-General, hence he could not have 
had much opportunity for lawless conduct. 
At any rate, even though K‘é Méng-ngeh 
did not marry the T‘umed woman as his 
wife, he is still guilty of having taken a 
concubine from amongst the people he 
rules. But memorialist considers his own 
rank too small to suggest the penalty that 
should be awarded K‘é Méng-ngeh, and so 
having made an impartial enquiry into the 
the case, he leaves it to his Imperial master 
to decide what should be done.—Referred 
to the Boards to report upon. 


5th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Bestowing one step of commutative 
rank on provincial officials who attended 
the celebration of the Empress Dowager’s 
birthday in November last. 

(2) Degrading a number of college officials 
of Shansi province fur various misdemean- 
ours. 

6th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) ‘Tséng Kuang-han, Earl of the Ist 


class, is appointed Vice-President of the 
Court of Sacrificial Ceremonies. 


(2) As Chang Ying-huan has been ap- 
pointed to a mission abroad, Liao Shou- 
héng, Vice-President of the Board of Civil 
Appointments is hereby ordered to act 
also as Vice-President of the Board of 
Revenue during Chang Ying-huan’s ab- 
sence. 


[Note.—This is the only Imperial order 
published which empowers Chang Ying- 
huan to go to Japan to negotiate for peace. 
Translator. ] 


A WORTHY OFFICIAL, 


T‘an Chiin-pei, Governor of Yiinnan and 
acting Governor-General of the Yiin-kuei 
provinces, presentsa request that an officer 
named Chou Jui-pih, formerly sub-prefect 
of Takuan on the Burmese border, and 
latterly Director of the Yiinuan arsenal 
and small arms factory, should be promoted 
to the rank of an expectant prefect. The 
reasons stated for this officer's promotion 
by Shih Nien-tsu, Treasurer of Yiinnan, are 
that the said officer had greatly distin- 
guished himself by exerting himself night 
and day for the last two years in turning 
out modern weapons in the European style 
for the Yiinnan army, which has to be kept 
up in equipment with the times owing to the 
importance of Yiinnan as a border province 
with a foreign state. The said Chou Jui- 
pih having done this duty well and being 
still occupied with working out the inten- 
tions of his superiors to make the Yiinnan 
arsenal a first class one. Memorialist also 
considers him worthy vf reward and joins 
the Treasurer in asking the above named 
promotion for Chou Jui-pih, especially since 
theretiring Viceroy, Wang Wén-shao, made 
a recommendatory note of the matter when 
he left for Peking.— Rescript : Granted. 


7th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Té Shéng-4 is appointed Manchu 
Brigade General of Kiuchow in the Liao- 
tung Peninsula (vice Fu Shéng, cashiered 
for the loss of that city). 

(2) Liao Shou-féng, Governor of Che- 
kiang, denounces the deceased SaJt Revenue 
Collector of Ts‘ingyang, for defects in his 
accounts during his term of office. We 
therefore command that Yii Hsien-ting, 
Collector of Salt Revenue in the district 
of Ts ‘ingyang, be cashiered of his rank and 
the said Governor is ordered to confiscate 
any property the deceased officer may have 
left in Chekiang, and the Governor of 
Anhui is also ordered to do the same in the 
native town of the deceased until his 
deficit of Tls. 5,900 be made up. 


Jan. 8--9.] 


8th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yang Ch‘ang-tsiin, Viceroy of Shensi 
and Kansu, reports the death at Lan- 
chowfu, capital of Kansu, of Ahmed, 
the Mohammedan Prince of K‘uche, 

ashgaria, while on his journey from 

eking to his Principality. We are 
‘grieved to hear of the death of our 
loyal servant and command that his debt 
to Government of T's. 1,000 borrowed by 

Im at Peking, on account of his usual 
allowance, be hereby cancelled ; also that 
the local officials through whose districts 
e funeral cortage shall pass on its way to 
+\'uché, be ordered to give every assistance 
in theie power to facilitate its progress. 

he Mongolian Superintendency is more- 
over hereby commanded to deliberate as 
to who shall succeed the deceased Prince 
and report immediately to us. 

(2) Wéng Tséng-kuei is appointed Pro- 
vincial Judge of Kiangsi. 

(3) Wu Ta-cheng denounces a military 
ae belonging to the Hu regiment of 
the Siang Army for taking by force some 
‘Courier horses belonging to the Postal 

ervice of Chinghai, near Shauhaikuan, 
and otherwise encouraging his company to 
Create disturbances along the route on his 
SL, to join the rest of the regiment at 
Sbanhaikuan, Shih Yii-féng, Captain in 
ae Hu regiment, is hereby cashiered and 
bite authorities are commanded to expel 
Mm forthwith from the army, nor will he 

© allowed to join any other division of 

& army In the future if officers or 
oldiers are found to have caused dis- 

Urbances, etc., the military authorities 
‘are ordered te decapitate the guilty ones 
Without further reference to us. Wu Ta- 
: ©ng, who requests to be penalised for not 

aking better care of his men, is hereby 
rgiven by special act of grace. 


© (4) The Board of Punishments reports 

'e arrival of the cashiered General Wei 

U-Kuei, of the Shéng division, at Peking 
and prays for instructions. The said Board 
18 ordered to make a strict enquiry into the 
Charges avainst the said cashiered General 
and sentence him according to the law pro- 
Vided for such cases. 


(5) The Peking gendarmerie reports the 
‘Capture of several soldiers of the guards 
who have been accused of using armed force 
at the Treasury vaults of the Board of 

evenue, The guilty guardsmen are to be 
turned over to the Board of Punishments 
for trial and punishment and those who 

‘Ve escaped are to be immediately arrested. 


9th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
e 
THE PORT ARTHUR GENERALS, 


(1) Upon the fall of Port Arthur we 
commanded that the Generals responsible 
for the loss of that port, namely, Huang 
Sz-ling, Tsao Huai-yi, and Wei Ju-ch‘eng 
should be cashiered and immediately sent 
under arrest to Peking for trial and punish- 
ment. Wealsocommanded Li Hung-chang 
to forward these men on to Peking as soon 
as possible. Li Hung-chang now reports 
that upon the capture of Port Arthur by 
the enemy, Huang Sz-lin was known to have 
fallen into the water but was rescued and 
is now likely to have made his escape 
southwards to his home in Nanfénghsien, 
Kiangsi province. Wei Ju-ch‘éng and Tsao 
Huai-yi, being both natives of Hofeihsien, 
Anhui province, it is also likely that these 
two men have also made their escape to 
their native town; Li Hung-chang there- 
fore prays that the Governors of Kiangsi 
and Anhui be orderéd to search for the 
runaways. Té Hsiung, Governor of Kiangsi, 
and Fu Yiiu, Governor of Anhui, are hereby 
ordered to make strict search for the three 
men mentioned in this decree who when 
captured are to be sent up, post haste, to 
Peking for punishment, 

(2) As the Imperial Prefecture of Shiin- 
tienfu and the province of Chihli have 
been visited by continuous rains during 
the past Summer and Autumn, we fear 
that the inhabitants of the inundated 
districts will be in want of the neces- 
saries of life unless something be done 
for them during the Winter at hand 
and the Spring next year (Chinese), 
We cannot bear the thought of our poor 
people’s distress and therefore command 
Chang Chih-iung and K'‘uei Chiin to send 
in advance the money value of 120,000 
piculs of the Kiangsu tribute rice, and 
pay the money to Li Hung-chang who 
shall distribute aid through trustworthy 
deputies to the afflicted inhabitants of 
Shiintienfu and Chihli in the proportion of 
four-tenthe to the former and six-tenths to 
the latter. : 

(3) Té Ying is made an Assistant Grand 
Chamberlain. toy Be, . 

(4) Chu Ching-hsiin is appointed Taotai 
of the Yao-ch‘ang-féng Intendancy of 
Hunan. 


A PRAYER TO BE EXCUSED. 

Liu K‘un-yi, decorated with the Two- 
eyed peacock’s feather, and Viceroy of 
Kiangsu, Kiangsi and Avhui (Liang- 
kiang provinces) humbly prays for the 


[Jan. 9—11. 


Imperial clemency and begs that the 
post of Imperial High Commissioner and 
Supreme Commander of the Imperial 
armies within and without the Great Wall, 
graciously given him by His Majesty on 
the 28th December last be cancelled for 
reasons to be given in the context. The 
memorialist naturally feels that he has 
done nothing to deserve the many acts of 
Imperial favour bestowed upon him for 
the many years past and confesses that now 
should be the time, when his country is in 
difficulties, that he should put forth his 
energies to deserve in a small degree the 
past Imperial favours. He indeed should 
be the last to shirk his duty through 
fear of the difficulties before him. But 
there are certain issues at hand which 
seem insurmountable to the memorialist 
and it is because of them that he hesitates 
to assume the responsibilities of the post 
for fear of causing even greater ruin through 
failure, and on account of which he dare 
not try to carry the immense burden of 
responsibility forced upon him by his 
Majesty’s grace. In the first place, 
memorialist has always held office south 
of the Yangtze river and hence is really 
ignorant of the habits and nature of the 
people living north of the Great River. 
Furthermore the majority of the high 
military authorities in command of his 
Majesty's forces within and without 
Shanhaikuan are nominally strangers to 
him and of whose talents, abilities, 
and general characteristics he is entire- 
ly ignorant. . Moreover, they are either 
TYartar-Generals, Governors, or Imperial 
co-Commissioners which makes it all the 
more contrary to etiquette that they 
should be placed under his command. 
Finally, memorialist himself feels aged 
and on the road to decay and fears that 
he will not be able to bear the fatigues 
entailing upon his new position. Should 
it then transpire that all these contrarie- 
ties might, after all, cause the campaign 
to collapse, the responsibilities of disaster 
will be more than he can bear. He is 
forced then to pray His Majesty to 
confer further grace upon him and allow 
memorialist’s new commission to be can- 
celled. But this does not mean that 
memorialist is afraid of fighting the enemy 
for, although painfully aware of his feeble 
talents, he dare not seek ease and leisure 
at the present crisis. He therefore asks 
for a place on the Board controlling war 
operations in order that he may be 
under the orders of Prince Kung to assist 
him, or that his Majesty shall give him 
twenty or thirty battalions of the Siang 


army as an independent command, and 
with these he promises to proceed with 
all haste to the front and do his share of 
the fighting against the enemy to the 
utmost of his ability, and thus deserve, 
in a small way, the Imperial confidence.— 
Reseript: Vide Guzette of the 29th Decem- 
ber, 1894. 
10th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Commander of the Peking Field 
Force presents the petitions of Ch‘eng 
Shou and En Fu, Imperial Guardsmen to 
the 3rd class, praying for permission of 
join the Imperial Army now fighting in 
Mauchuria. Their petitions are granted 
and they are to report for service at the 
headquarters of Ch‘ang Shiiu, Tartar- 
General of Kirin. 

No other news of interest. 


llth January, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Censor, Chin Yu, denounces a case of 
breach of existing regulations with intent 
to defraud expectant officials of their right 
to be selected for substantive posts. It is 
alleged that the secretaries in charge of the 
silver, silks and satin, and dye treasuries 
belonging to the Board of Revenue have 
had the audacity to form a clique by 
which, instead of awaiting appointment from 
the Throne, they mutually exchange posts 
amongst themselves, as well as fail to 
report to their superiors the expiration of 
their terms of office. In this way ex- 
pectant officials apparently have no chance 
at all of obtaining the above lucrative posts. 
The regulations provide that upon the 
expiration of a secretary’s term of office, 
the fact is notified by the President of the 
Board concerned to the President of the 
other Boards and Ministries, who there- 
upon each send a candidate from their 
yaméns to the Board of Civil Appointments 
in order that they may be presented to 
the Throne for audience and, after due 
examination by us as to qualifications, 
etc., the best man is appointed to 
the vacancy. But according to the said 
Censor’s memorial, the secretaries of the 
treasuries mentioned above have clearly 
broken the regulations, which shall in nv 
case be permitted. We therefore com- 
mand the Presidents and Vice-President 
of our nine Ministries to take proper care 
that such things do not occur again, nur 


- shall any secretary be retained in oftice 


when his legal term shall have expired. 
nor any requests be proferred to us in that 
respect. 


Jan. 11—13,] 


ASKING FOR RELIEF : THE FLOODS IN 
MANCHURIA. 
Yui Luh, Tartar-General and brevet 
overnor-General of Féngtien, reports 
that the rains with which the province of 
ngtien was visited in the months of 
une and July, 1894, were so disastrous to 
the country that most of the estates and 
Teservations belonging to the Manchu 
auners bordering on the Liao, Liu, Yiin, 
‘ang, Yaoying, Taling, ‘I'‘aitze and Sant'sa 
‘vers were inundated by the overflow of 
hese rivers. The prefectures, sub-prefec- 
ures and districts of Chéngté, Hsinmin, 
~Yangning, Chinhsien, Liaoyang, Haichéng, 
ewehwang and Hsiuyen in the north, and 
aichow, Fuchou and Hsiungyao in the 
South, embraced the country so inundated. 
th € floods covered the districts so long 
at when they had subsided, the greater 
Part of the warm weather had passed, 
which rendered it impo-sible to plough and 
Cc. In time to reap the autumn harvests. 
Supled with the fact that the province has 
en devasted by famines and the like in 
Previous years, the people inhabiting the 
istricts named above find it hard enough 
€ep food for themselves, much less to 
@ able to pay their land and poll taxes, 
ence memorialist prays that the districts 
80 affected be allowed further time, in pro- 
Portion to the distress, to pay their dues to 
80vernment, while in some cases where the 
Istress has been unusually great and 
Covering vast tracts of country, the Em- 
Peror is requested to repeal the taxes for 
© year altogether. For instance, the 
Bteatest sufferers were the White Banner- 
Men’s reservation, in which thirty villages 
Cultivating 207,400 odd mow of land was 
£Ntirely flooded beyond recall, and so on. 
N addition to the above, memorialist also 
Prays that he may be permitted to allot 
® sum of money to be distributed to the 
People requiring urgent relief and that 
When the time for the next spring sowing 
Strives he may be allowed to give these 
inhabitants beans and cereals necessary for 
ie purpose. —Rescript : Granted by special 
cree, 


12th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chang Chih-tung has denounced 
€neral Chu Huai-shéng, acting Brigadier- 
®neral of the Soochow, Sungkiang and 
hinkiang military circuit of Kiangsu 
Province, for having attempted to shirk 
. his duties and the dangers of approach- 
ng service in the field by pretend- 
%ng serious illness with the request 


that he might be allowed to return to | General. 


his home to convalesce. In a crisis 
like the present when the country is in 
need of all her sons to fight against a foreign 
foe, it is just the time for our Generals to 
devote their utmost energies to present a 
bold front to the enemy. Instead of this, 
Chu Huai-shéng apparently tries to avoid 
his duty by presenting a sick petition. 
This must not be permitted and Chu Huai- 
shéng is now degraded to the rank of a 
colonel as punishment. 

(2) Fu Yiin, Governor of Anhui, de- 
neunces the ex-magistrate of Fanch‘ang 
on account of a deficit of Tls. 24,800, odd 
in the government funds, when he gave up 
his seal of office. The said magistrate 
having failed to make good his deficit he is 
hereby cashiered and Fu Yiin is further 
comnanded to arrest and try the clerks 
and employés in the said magistrate’s 
yamén and to enquire into the canse of this 
deficit. The property of the said magis- 
trate, both in Anhui and his native pro- 
vince of Chékiang, is also to be confiscated 
to make good all losses incurred thereby. 

RICE FOR THE TROOPS IN CHIHLI. 


Li Hung-chang reports that having re- 
ceived his Majesty’s permission to retain 
the tribute rice for 1894 from Kiangpeh 
(ie., the prefectures of Yangchow, Chin- 
kiang and Huaian) and Kiangsu (i e., Soo- 
chow, Sungkiany, T‘aitsang, etc.,) coming 
up through the Grand Canal, he has already 
received the first instalment from Kiang- 
peh, 76,682 odd piculs (each picul equals 
160 catties) and 50,000 piculs from Kiangsu. 
This rice memorialist has ordered to be 
distributed to the various regiments near 
Tientsin and has appointed two expectant 
Taotais, Li Hsing-jui and Liu Ch‘i-tung, to 
superintend the same. ‘he great influx of 
troops raised for the defence of the Pei- 
yang has been the cause of turning the 
above tribute rice from Peking to Tientsin, 
while the economy effected in freight 
by the less distance to travel has been 
handed to the Pay Department of the 
Peiyang for the benefit of the troops.— 
ltescript: Let the Bourd of Revenue take 
note. 

13th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Sung Oh‘ing reports the loss of the 
city of Kaiping to the Japanese on the 
10th instant and attributes its fall to the 
feebleness of defence of General Chang 
Kan-yuan of the Téngchow Circuit, Shan- 
tung, and the laggardness shown by 
‘General Hsu Pang-tao, of the Chénting 
cireuit of Chihli, to bring aid to the former 
Sung Ch‘ing asks that the two 


‘ 


[Jax. 13-16. 


Generals be handed over to the Board of 
War for the determination of severe 
penalties and also asks that he himself 
be likewise penalised for not being able 
to provide a better defence of the said 
district city. As the two Generals were 
clearly guilty of neglect of duty in the 
above instance, the Board of War is hereby 
ordered to recommend heavy penalties 
for Generals Chang and Hsii, while 
Sung Ch‘ing cannot be wholly excused for 
the fate «f Kaichow, he, therefore, is also 
to be penalised in a lesser degree. 

(2) Sung Chao-ju is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Kiukiang circuit, of Kiangsi. 
14th January. 

IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The other day, owing to the great 
influx of troops in and around the capital, 
we had occasion to command the Generals 
of our armies to use extra strictness in 
preserving discipline am-ngst their troops, 
but we regret to hear that in Chihli 
aud Shantung there have still been 
cases in which the troops have misbehaved 
thenselves to the detriment of the inhabi- 
tants living on the line of the former’s 
march. In fact the people are mortally 
afraid of being forced to contribute la- 
bour on behalf of the troops and many 
of the former have been known to 
prefer to cast away their horses, mules 
and carts rather than be forced to 
follow the army on the march with 
them. This is because our soldiers are in 
the habit of browbeating and ill-using the 
people with whom they come into contact. 
But the laws must be upheld and if they 
be not clearly demonstrated to the troops, 
how are our people to be protected against 
the unruly members of the army? We 
therefore once more command the Generals 
in command of our armies, wherever they 
may be, to proclaim this decree to their 
men warning them to keep strict discipline 
and that if any further instance of illtreat- 
ing the people or breaking of discipline be 
found, the culprits are to be beheaded 
without further delay. The Viceroy of 
Chihli and the Governor of Shangtung 
are also hereby ordered to _ prepare 
for the troops going through their ter- 
ritories and they shall also see to it that 
those whose carts, etc., are engaged 
get properly paid for their use, in order 
that as little trouble as possible be en- 
tailed upon people inhabiting the districts 
through which our armies must necessarily 
pass. Barrier stations are also to be erected 
everywhere in both provinces for the pur- 
poses of preventing desertions and pillage. 


(2) Yung Té is appointed Tartar-General 
of Suiyuenchen, Mongolia. 

(3) Shén Chin-siang, Treasurer of Kan- 
su, is hereby commanded to vacate his post 
aud come up to Peking for audience and 
awaib some other appointment. 

No other papers of interest. 


1dth January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Tséng Ho is hereby appointed Trea- 
surer of Kansu, vice Shéa Chin-siang, 
recalled to Peking. 

(2) San Ch‘ing reports the death of 
General Yang Shou-shan and Colonel Li 
Jén-tang who fell while fighting the enemy 
at Kaiping on the 10th instant, and 
eulovises the deceased officers for their 
bravery and loyal death for sovereign 
and country. We fell deeply for the 
death of these two loyal officers and 
command that the highest posthumous 
honours be awarded them as a tuken of 
our appreciation of their gallant conduct 
and faithful service. Sung Ch'ing is 
further commanded to send us a list of the 
names of the minor officers who fell that 
day in order that a fitting recognition be 
mide of their services. 

No other papers of interest. 


16th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Censor Ts‘i Lan reports that 
although Lien Chieh, a former ‘‘ Hoppo” 
(Customs Superintendent) of Canton has 
finished his term of «ftice. he still remains 
at Canton instead of coming up to Peking 
immediateiy after handing over his seals 
of office to his successor Té Shéng whose 
term of office is also about to expire. 
This evidently proves that the first named 
Hoppo has not been able to square up 
his accounts with the latter. We, there- 
fore, command Li Han-chang to see to it 
that when Wén Pei, the successor of 
Té Shéng arrives at Canton, both Lien 
Chieh and Té Shéng are to start forthwith 
for Peking without further delay, and that 
if these disobey orders, Li Han-chang is 
further empowered to denounce them to 
us. 
(2) The Board of Punishments report 
that they have gone through all the 
evidence adduced against the degraded 
General Wei Ju-kuei, late Commander of 
the Sheng division, and find that he has 
been guilty of all the charges made against 
him, namely, general cruelty and unjust 
treatment of the troops under him ; abso- 
lute lack of discipline in the brigade ; run- 
ning away with his men when in front of 
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the enemy ; putting, by this conduct, into 
confusion the plan of camp.ign agreed upon; 
pocketing the pay of his soldiers; and, final- 
¥, encouraging his troops to plunder and 
Pillage the country at large. Such atro- 
Clous conduct and heavy crimes deserve no 
€nlency at our hands, and we, therefore, 
Command that Wei Ju-kuei be immediately 
decapitated, according to law, in public, 
Sieh Yiin-sheng, the President of the 
oard of Punishinents, being further com- 
™Manded to attend in person upon the said 
€xecution aud report to us when the thing 
is done. 
. (8) Sung Ching, Provincial Commander- 
In-Chief of Szech‘uan, and Wu Ta-ch ‘éng, 
Overnor of Hunan, are hereby appointed 
Ssistaut Imperial High Commissioners of 
ar to Liu K‘un-yi. 
(4) Liu Chii-ta is appointed Taotai of the 
acliench ‘ing Circuit of Kuangtung. 


17th January. 
IMPERIAL DECRFES. 


pi With reference to the report of the 
card of War upon the penalties that 
“ould be conferred upon Chang Kao-yuan, 
Tigadier-General of the Téngchow Circuit 
or Shantung, and Hsii Pang-tao, Brigadier- 
Cueral of the Chent'ing of Chihli, for the 
988 of the city of Kaiping, Liaotung Penin- 
Sula, in that the first had been culpable in 
Making a feeble defence against the enemy 
and the second General of coming to the 
Telief of the first in too laggard a manner, 
iy Has been proposed by the said Board 
that these two Generals be cashiered and 
“8missed the service. As the said penal- 
“les proposed are deserved they should be 
*eted upon; but we being mercifully in- 
clined and having also taken into con- 
Sideration the fact that both ‘Chang 
toyuan and Hsii Pang-tao have up 
© that point, served their sovereign 
he by having been constantly tighting 
@ bandits: (Japanese) we, hereby, re- 
Uge the penalties into simple degradation 
Of official rank with command of their 
Tigades in order to enable these two 
Cnerals to redeem their errors by future 
800d conduct against the enemy. As for 
18 penalty recommended in the case of 
8 Ching, as Generalissimo, for the 
Oss of Kaiping (Kaichow) let it be as 
sired, namely, that Sung Ch‘ing be 
graded two steps of rank with retention 
of his seals of office. 
2) Regret felt upon receipt of news of 
18 death of T‘an Chiin-pei, Governor of 
Unnan and acting Viceroy of the Yiin 
Yet provinces. The usual posthumous 
Cnours and goverument pecuniary grant 


for an officer of his rank are given and 
the deceased Governor’s eldest gon T‘an 
Ch‘i-yii is made a Taotai of the First Class, 
in recognition of his late father’s services 
to the State. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE, 


Tsén Ts‘iin-hsiien, baron of the second 
class, and lineal descendant of the late 
Tsén Yii-ying, Vicervy of the Yiinkuei 
provinces, having volunteered in a memo- 
rial to raise a brigade for active service 
against the Japanese, was granted audience 
to take leave of his Majesty the Emperor, 
this morning in the Grand Council Cham- 
ber. 

TOO BUSY TO GO UP TO PEKING. 

T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of Min-ché 
provinces, repoits that he has received a 
despatch from the Board of War ordering 
Chung Tze-yiin, General commanding the 
troops and forts at the Mingan Pass, Foo- 
chow, to go up for an audience at Peiing. 
In view of the present crisis when at any 
moment a Japanese attack might be made 
upon the Southern forts, memorialist begs 
that he may retain the said General at his 
post, he having had command of the Mingan 
forts for many years aud accordingly js 
well acquainted with the duties required 
of him in the event of an attack by the 
enemy, and, furthermore, being possessed 
of the confidence of his troops, it becomes 
apparent that if.a new General be placed 
in Mingan confusion would necessarily 
arise whenever there was a crisis. Again, 
this order to go up to Peking has come 
at a time when the said General is exceed- 
ingly busy in strengthening the forts 
under him at Sharp Peak as well as 
the approaches to the Pagoda Anchor- 
age of Foochow. This alone would be 
important enough to prevent General Chung 
Tze-yiin leaving his post at the present 
juncture, hence his Majesty’s grace is 
asked to allow the said Chung Tze-yiin to 
remain at Mingan until the present war is 
over.—Rescript; Granted. Let the Board 
of War take note. 


18th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Owing to the floods and droughts that 
have devastated the Imperial Prefecture 
of Shiintionfu during the year, insomuch 
that it is to be feared that the poor inhabit- 
ants will not be able to gather in their 
spring crops, we command that a further 
supply of 30,000 piculs of rice be distribut- 
ed to the sufferers to enable them to tide 
over their difficulties until the summer of 
the succeeding year. 


[Jan. 18—20. 


RP a mee 


(2) The Mongolian Superintendency has 
sent usa list of the Mongol Princes and 
Dukes who have volunteered subscriptions 
fo the war fund to prosecute the war 
against Japan. We are pleased at this 
instance of loyalty and command that 
Kutess Khan, Prince of the Sanoin Con- 
federation (1st order), and ‘lurhchipo- 
mu Khan, Prince of the same Confedera- 
tion (2nd order), be given the privilege of 
using purple reins for their horses and 
that the other Dukes and nobles who have 
contributed be allowed to join the Guards 
doing duty before the Presence, in token 
of our appreciation of their loyalty. 

DECAPITATION OF DISBANDED SOLDIERS. 

Fu Yiin, Governor of Anhui, reports 
that a number of disbanded soldiery had 
been making raids upon several families 
in the districts of Hoyang-hsien, Anhui, 
much to the annoyance of .the country 
round about. In consequence of this troops 
were sent to join the local police in pursuing 
the maranders to try and break up the 
band. Since then two of the band have 
been captured and memorialist accordingly 
gave orders for their immediate decapi- 
tation on the spot, while stringent in- 
structions have been issued to give the 
others of the band no respite until they 
shall have all been captured or driven away. 
By the confessions of these two captured 
soldiers the names and hiding places of the 
rest of the band have been obtained, and so 
memorialist thinks that with their aid the 
band will be soon dispersed.—Rescript:— 
Let the Board of Punishments report there- 
on, 

19th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Regret felt upon receipt of news of 
the death of Wu-la-hsi-chang-a, late Pre- 
sident of the Board of War, who retired 
last summer from office owing to ill health. 
The usual posthumous honours and pecu- 
niary grant for an officer of his rank are 
granted to his family and his faults are to 
be erased from the official records. 

(2) Sung Fan, Governor of Kueichow, 
is hereby transferred to the Governorship 
of Yiinnan, vice T‘an Chiin-pei deceased, 
and Té Show, Treasurer of Anhui, ‘is here- 
by. pronioted to take Sung Fan’s place as 
Governor of Kueichow. 


No other papers of interest. 
20th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Fu Yun, Governor of Auhui, requests 
that the deputy department magistrate of 


Ningkuofu, and the chehsien of Chihch’t 
be both cashiere:! and dismissed the public 
service, the first for being absent from his 
post without leave and otherwise neglect- 
ing his duties, and the second for giving 
unsound judicial decisions and for being in 
Many ways unsuited for his post. ‘The 
prayer is granted. 

(2) The Mongolian Superintendency re- 
ports that Nansiinpu, a Mongol Duke, has 
voluntarily contributed the sum of Tls. 
5,000 towards the war fund. This conduct 
is worthy of recognition and we, therefore, 
command that Nansiinpu be decorated with 
the Double-eyed Peacock’s feather with 
the privilege, also, of using purple reins 
on his riding horse. 

(3) Chang Chih- wan, the Grand Secretary, 
has been recommended tu» us by the Board 
of Rites for the bestowal of an Autograph 
Tablet recording his love of his clan and his: 
forethought fur the support and comfort 
of the indigent, the widows and orphans 
belonging to it, by placing the sum of 
Tls. 10,000 at interest and using the money 
thus vbtained for the above purposes. 
Such conduct is worthy of reward as it is 
in compliance with the precepts of ancient 
heroes and sages, and a tablet written by 
our own hands is hereby ordered to be 
given to the said Grand Secretary to be 
suspended within his ancestral halls. 

(4) The Censor P‘o Shun denounces the 
frauds prevalent for years—until they 
have almost become habit—in the districts 
of Wanping and Tahsing, in the Imperial 
Prefecture of Shiintienfu, namely the exis- 
tence of a certain class of unscrupulous 


‘scholars who sell their essays to aspiring 


wealthy illiterates for the chujén degree 
at the metropolitan examinations. The 
memorialist hears that at the forthcoming 
literary competitions at Peking, a number 
of rich young men froin Kuangtung pro- 
vince have succeeded in bribing a number 
of Peking indigent scholars who are to 
represent the former at the examinations, 
and if successful in obtaining for them 
their degrees these indigents expect to 
be paid enormous sums for the frauds. 
It is to put a stop to such heinous conduct 
that memorialist now reports the matter 
to us, and we therefore command the 
Board of Rites to institute an enquiry and: 
report the result to us. : 
(5) Warg Lien is appointed Provincial’ 
Treasurer of Anhui, but he is to remain at 
present in Hunan as Acting Governor, 
until further orders. Before Wang Lien’s 
arrival in Anhui, the Governor of that 
province is to appoint a fitting person. to 
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vie 48 Treasurer pro tem. As for the Pro- 
is hot Judgeship of Hunan, Yii Lien-san 

_jereby ordered to ‘take the said post 
Without delay, 


21st January, 


HAILSTOKMs, FLOODS AND FATALITIES 
IN SZECHUAN. 


Sanit Ping-chang, Governor-General of 
Chuan, deprived of his rank and titles 
Ut retained in office, presents a report of 
e fatalities which occurred to certain 
Portions of the province uuder his juris- 
‘ction in the spring and summer of 
of §; On the 16th of April the district 
° ant‘aihsien was visited by a storm 
the qe sleet and hail resultiig in 
6 estruction of crops covering a strip 
rom Untry four or five Lh in length and 
the ier? to three de in breadth. On 
rain th of the same month a destructive 
in storm accompained by the overflow- 
go the river occurred at Taninghsien 
in Toying thirty-one houses and drowning 
hai tsoRs- On the 18th of May a violent 
Storm destroyed nearly seven-tenths 

© crops of the village of Nanhaiang in 

on w-prefecture of Yiichow, and ren- 
OB destitute 150 families. On the 
at of the same month a terrific hail- 
tm destroyed crops in the district of 
and ng covering over twenty li in length 
and five li in breadth of country, 
On Tendered destitute 225 families. 
fe the 27th of August a great rainstorm 
In Mientsuhsien which caused the 
anks of the river to overflow, thereby 
estroying 1,500 feet of embankment, 
Towning seven persons and undermining 
€Vventeen houses. On the 30th of the same 
Month another rain storm deluged the in- 
ne \tants of Ts‘ingch‘ihsien, causing the 
Suntain brooks to become torrents, there- 
se. drowning sixteen persons, demolishing 
ne bridges on the highroad and causing 
Many houses to collapse. Again, according 
he report from the chehsien of Tayang- 
neem a fire broke out in that city near the 
'ce-market and 139 houses were thus burnt. 
nother fire in Howan, district of Mouchow, 
stroyed sixty odd houses, while a greater 
ene at Péngch ‘ilisien destroyed 368 houses, 
Our temples and caused the loss of thirteen 
rehes Reports from Pachow state that 
30 odd, houses were destroyed by fire at 
8 place called Lants‘aotu, and at Pahsien, 
& street containing the temple of the 
tutelary god of the city was almost destroyed 
Y fire; shops and dwellings numbering 
1,080 _being burnt down in the con- 
Agtation. ‘Iwo other fires, one at Hoping- 
Aang destroying fifty-nine houses, and the 
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other at Chintanghsien destroying over1,000- 
houses complete the record of fatalities by 
storm and fire in Szechuan during 1894. 
Memorialist in each case sent relief to the 
sufferers and also obtained special charit- 
able contributions, by which he was enabled 
to rebuild the houses for the sufferers and 
also to feed them until they could recover 
from their losses. All this was done with- 
out touching the regular funds deposited at 
interest for relieving famines and droughts 
in the province of Szechuan.--Rescript > 
Noted. 
22nd January. 


THE DEATH OF THE YUNNAN GOVERNOR. 


Tsén Yii-pao, Provincial Judge and 
Acting Treasurer of Yiinuan, reports the 
death of T‘an Chan-pei, the Governor of 
his province. It seems that the deceased 
official was afflicted with the disease called 
bert-bevi, and so severe was it sometimes 
that he had to be supported on either side 
when walking, in consequence of which he 
was often in delicate health. During the 
first days of December last the deceased 
official was busy in daily reviewing and 
drilling the troops at the capital (Yiinnan- 
fu), through which he accidentally caught a 
bad cold, which culminated in enteric 
fever causing his death at midday on the 
20th of December, 1894. Just before his 
death the late Governor sent his seals of 
office and commission of life and death, 
etc., to the memorialist to act after his 
demise until the pleasure of the Throne 
could be known. Memorialist now reports 
the fact to his Majesty with the report 
that a successor to the Yiinnan governor- 
ship be speedily sent out to relieve him 
of his responsibilities.—Fur rescript see 
decree of the 17th January. * 

23rd January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Yiinnan 
and Kueichow, is hereby appointed Assist- 
ant Imperial High Commissioner of the 
Peiyang Defences. 


(2) Kung Chao-yii, the cashiered Taotai 
and ex-Civil Commandant of Port Arthur, 
against whom a decree had been issued 
ordering his arrest and trial by the Board 
of Punishments, hag, according to a me- 
morial of the said Board, now arrived 
under escort at Peking. Let the said 
Board forthwith imprison him and when 
the charges shall have been formulated 
against the said culprit, let him be tried 
and punished in accordance with the law 
provided for such cases. 

No other papers of interest. 
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24th January. 


SHANTUNG OPIUM UNABLE TO BEAR A WAR 
LEVY. 


Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
reports that he has received the instruc- 
tions of the Board of Revenne, sanctioned 
by Imperial decree, ordering the provincial 
authorities of Shantung to increase the 
likin duty on tea and sugar and the levying 
of a war contribution on all dealers in the 
native opium of the province. With re- 
ference to the increase of likin duty on tea 
and sugar, memorialist begs to state that 
this has already been enforced by the 
proper officers, but as to the last named 
instructions to collect a war contribution 


from native opium dealers, memorialist is | 
compelled to ask for the [mperial clemency | 


rescinding the decree on that commodity. 
The reasons for the prayer are as follows. 
Opium likin on native produce is paid by 
growers of the poppy, that is by the country 
people. The Imperial order has been to 
collect a contribution from the dealers or 
salesmen. But upon the prospects of a fair 
or bad harvest of the poppy entirely depends 
the existence of the shops that deal in the 
drug. In other words, these shops are 
only opened every 4th or 5th moon (May- 
June) when the new opium comes in from 
the growers of the plant living in the 
country ; if plenty of the drug comes in 
then the shops continue to exist, acting 
only as agentsto wholesale and retail buyers 
in the cities of the pe but when it 
happens, as was the case last summer, 
that owing to rain, snow and flood the 
plant has been destroyed to a consider- 
able extent and the drug brought to 
market has become proportionately small, 
these shops, ageing no profit in view, im- 
mediately close their doors and the pro- 
prietors are compelled to turn their 
thoughts to other fields of industry to eke out 
a living until the summer of next year. If 
a good supply is expected from the growers 
the shops are re-opened; but if a bad 
year is in prospect the dealers fail even 
to make a pretence of opening their doors. 
His Majesty will thus observe that to 
collect a war levy from the proceeds of 
such traders would be a hard and profitless 
task. If the levy be sought from the 
growers the chances are that in order to 
avoid the contribution the country people 
will stop the cultivation of the poppy for 
the time being. Even the wholesale and 
retail sellers of prepared opium in Tsinanfu, 
the capital of the province, are men of 
limited means and small capital. There are 
no such large and important hongs in Shan- 
tung trading in opium as might be found any 


day among the cities of the provinces 
south of the Yellow River. The (Chinese) 
year just closing has deen, as already stated, 
a bad year for both growers and dealers of 
native opium in Shantung, the Imperial 
clemency is therefore besought on behalf 
of these people, the exact state of whom 
as pictured above is guaranteed by the 
memorialist, and a Rescript is asked for 
freeing the dealers of native opium from 
any further taxes or contribution other 
than the usual likin duties.—Reseript: 
cnet Let the Board of Revenue take 
note. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

Wang Wén-shao, Governor-General of 
the Yiinkuei provinces had an audience 
this morning of his Majesty in order to 
thank his Majesty for the gift of two 
scrolls containing the words ‘‘ Prosperity” 
and “‘ Longevity,” written by the Imperial 
hand, and also for the Imperial favour of 
being made an Assistant Imperial High 
Commissioner of the Peiyang Defences. 


25th January. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


To-morrow being New Year’s day, his 
Majesty, the Emperor will proceed at 2 
o’clock a.m. to worship at the Ancestral 
Shrine and then preceed to the Tzning 
Palace to pay the New Year congratulations 
to H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager. 

IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Yi Luh, Tartur-General and brevet 
Governor-General of Féngtien, has sent us 
a list of the civil and military officials of 
Fénghuangehing, Chiuliencheng and such 
cities in Féngtien as have fallen into the 
hands of the Japanese army, accusing them 
of having been unable to preserve the cities 
confided to their care, and acknowledging 
that he himself also deserves our censure 
and begs that he may be penalised 
according to law, ete. Yii Luh cer- 
tainly deserves censure and punishment 
for being unprepared and unable, as our 
representative in Manchuria, to protect 
the territory confided to him from the 
hands of the enemy. He is, therefore, to 
be handed over to the Board for the de- 
termination of proper penalties. As for 
the list, above-named, which consists of 
the names of fifty-nine civil and military 
officials, let them all be deprived of their 
rank and let Yii Luh carefully examine 
them as to how they lost the cities entrust 
to them and their conduct upon the ap- 
proach of the enemy, etc. After which let 
the law governing cases like theirs take it# 
course without delay. Furthermore, on & 
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Previous occasion we issued an edict com- 
Yanding Yii Luh to arrest, cashier and try 
y, Lin, Taotai of the Eastern Marches ; 
u Shan, Military Commandant of the city 
of Fénghuangcheng ; Chang Yiieh acting 
s20-prefect of Fénghuangcheng ; and Yung 
Sl, acting district magistrate of Antung- 
Slen, for the loss of the above named 
“itles and territories, and send us a report 
38 to the result of those enquiries. Many 
s2¥8 have elapsed and still Yi Luh has 
‘slven us no information upon the above 
*ases and we now command him once more 
© hasten the trial of these officers in order 
lat they may be punished in accordance 
with law, Let there be no further delay. 


THE TREASURERSHIP OF HUPEH. 


i Yiin Tsu-yi, an officer of the brevet 2nd 
ank button, Taotai at Hankow, etc., re- 
Ports that in obedience to instructions, 
ated the 23rd December last, from T‘an 
hi. Sin, Governor of Hupeh and acting 
iceroy of Hukuarg, he made _pre- 
Parations to hand over the seals of the 
5 ankow Taotaiship to his successor in 
Tder to take the seals of the acting 
rovinclal Treasurership of Hupeh from 
b ten Pao-chen, who had been transferred, 
ch imperial edict, to become Treasurer of 
ihli province. On the 25th of the same 
eonth. memorialist in great fear and 
veubling took over the seals of the Pro- 
aint Treasurership of Hupeh, being 
Cifident of his ability to transact his duties 
€ proper way, since with this post 
nected the onerous duty of watching 
of with care the proper transmission 
th Money and provisions for the armies on 
€ir way northwards en voute through 
i,vPeh province. But in all things he 
“tends to consult with the Governor and 
lceroy at Wuchang, and premises by 
®Nergy and care to deserve the confidence 

Ow placed in him.—Rescript : Noted. 

26th January. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 
The Board of Imperial Astronomers begs 
th Congratulate H.I.M. the Emperor upon 
© result of their calculations from the 
“Oondition of the weather, atmosphere, etc., 
on this the firat day of the 2lst year of 
18 Majesty’s reign. The result of the 
ove calculations show that for the follow- 
ing days of the present year longevity for 
jesty and abundance of harvest for 
the Country are confidently prognosticated. 
EATING SACRIFICI AL MEAT. 

His Majesty has signified his intention 
invite the Court to be present to-morrow 
Morning at 6.30 o'clock to eat the 


18 con 
Over 


sacrificial meats offered before the altars 
of the Imperial Ancestors, etc. 


27th January. 

4 BRAVE AND ENERGETIC CIVIL OFFICER. 

E-k‘6-t‘ong-a, Tartar General of Hei- 
lungchiang, now commanding a portion of 
the Imperial forces in Manchuria, reports 
the bravery, energy and patriotism of 
Hsii Ch’ing chang, acting sub-prefect of 
Liaoyang, and recommends the Imperial 
recognition on behalf of this officer. When 
the memorialist passed through Liaoyang 
last summer with his troops for the Yaloo 
region, he was struck with the energy and 
ability shown by the said sub-prefect in 
forwarding the memorialist’s large force to 
their destination, and also by the capability 
shown by him in uniting the hearts of all 
his people to combine and resist the 
advance of the enemy. In course of time 
memorialist had further cause to approve 
of Hsii Ch’ing-chang’s services, since, 
although a number of cities in the vicinity 
of Liaoyang had fallen into the hands of 
the Japanese, and terror and panic were 
evident everywhere, yet the said sub-prefect 
managed to protect the innumerable refuges 
by organising militia and volunteer brigades 
amongst the warlike citizens of Liaoyang 
and among the brave and hardy hunters 
belonging to the Ch‘angpei hills in 
the vicinity of K‘uantien and Fénghuen- 
cheng, and by preserving strict discipline 
and method amongst them he was 
enabled to secure quiet and confidence 
amongst his subordinates, The villages 
surrounding Liaoyang to a considerable 
distance have been well protected by these 
citizen trainbands so that pillage, plunder 
and panic were comparatively unknown. 
Furthermore, the memorialist has had to 
acknowledge substantial aid given him by 
the said sub-prefect, during the bloody 
battles with the enemy amongst the hill 
passes at Takaoling and Fénshuiling, at 
which time the said sub-prefect with his 
volunteers, guarded the army ammunition 
and stores in‘the rear, maintained com- 
munications for the memorialist and con- 
tributed great aid in conveying the wounded 
soldiers to places of safety. At Ts‘aohok‘ou 
also memorialist received valuable assist- 
ance from Hsii Ch‘ing-chang and his citizen 
and hunter soldiers. In the present instance 
memorialist, in obedience to the Imperial 
commands, has brought his army to aid in 
defending Liaoyang city from the enemy 
and in personally consulting with the said 
Haii Ch‘ing-chang about the defences, etc., 
of the city, has found him a moat valuable 
co-adjutor. Such men and such conduct 
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have been rarely met with in this war and 
the fullest recognition should be given to 
Hsii Ch‘ing-chang for the patriotism and 
energy shown by him, and his Majesty's 
favour is therefore besought on behalf of the 
said sub-prefect.—Reseript: Hii Ch*ing- 
chang’s name is to be recorded in the minutes 
of the Grand War Council for the first vacant 
post of prefect appointed by Imperial Edict. 


28th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Grand Secretary, Fu K‘un, re- 
ports that the sick leave granted him hav- 
ing expired he still finds himself unable to 
attend to the duties of his pest and hence 
humbly prays that he may be allowed to 
retire altogether into private life. We 
cannot spare Fu K‘un just yet and so will 
allow him two months’ extra leave of 
absence to convalesce. ; ; 

(2) On a former occasion we issued a 
decree commanding that the Provincial 
Commander-in-Chief of Chihli, Yeh Chih- 
ch‘ao, should be cashiered and brought to 
Peking under arrest for having retreated 
from Yashan, in Corea, without fighting, 
and getting to Pingyang for having made 
no preparations to strengthen that city 
or to defend it against the enemy. Further- 
more when the enemy attacked Pingyang 
the said Yeh Chih-ch‘ao fled with his troops 
in great disorder. For these crimes we 
commanded that Yeh Chih-ch‘ao should 
be tried by the Board of Punishments 
and punished. The said Board now reports 
that Yeh has at last arrived at Peking 
under arrest and asks for the Imperial 
instructions with respect to the cashiered 
officer. We now command that he be 
tried on the charges previously formulated 
against him and if found guilty he is to be 
punished to the fullest extent of the law. 

(3) En Tsé, Tartar General of Kirin, has 
asked for a number of officers, military 
and civil, hitherto either cashiered for past 
misdeeds or retired from active service. 
As these ex-ofticers belong either to Hunan 
or Hupeh, let the Viceroy of Hukuang 
and the Tartar General at Chingchow, 
Hupeh, give orders to them to proceed at 
once to Manchuria and join En Tsé’s 
administration. 

(4) Wang Yi-yung, a Hanlin Recorder, 
has asked permission to return to his 
native province in order to raise the in- 
habitants to arms against the Japanese 
invader. Wang Yi-yung’s wish is granted 
and he is allowed to return to Shantung 
and raise means for the organisation and 
arming of the inhabitants of Téngchowfu 
for the defence of their hearths and homes 


and to resist the further progress of the 
enemy in the province. He has also 
asked to be allowed to get General .Wang 
Hung-fa and his brigade to join the 
Shantung volunteers as the nucleus of 
the army to defend Téngchowfu and 
the Shantung seaboard; but as this General 
and his troops have already been ordered 
at Liu K‘un-yi’s request to Shanhaikuan, 
this portion of the Hanlin Recorder's 
memorial cannot be granted. 


29th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
having asked permission to get the help 
of General Wang Pao-hua now acting a¢ 
Colonel-Commandant of the military dis- 
trict of Loping in Kuangsi, we comman 
the Governor of Kuangsi to send the said 
General to Shantung without delay in order 
that he may assist Li Ping-heng in re- 
organising the army of Shantung. 


No other papers of interest. 
30th January, 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, in 
his process of reorganising the civil and 
military administrations of his province 
denounced several district magistrates for 
incapacity, receiving bribes, etc. Let the 
said officials be forthwith cashiered and 
dismissed the public service; but as 
amongst the first-ramed class is one who is 
a scholar of high literary rank he is to be 
given the opportunity of being chosen as 4 
Director of Studies in some of the Shan- 
tung Colleges. 


THE EMPRESS-DOWAGER’S BIRTHDAY GIFT 
TO THE POOR OF KIANGSU. 


Chang Chih-tung, Governor-General of 
Hukuang and acting Governor-General of 
the Liangkiang provinces, in a joint memo- 
rial with Kuei Chiin, Governor of Kiang- 
su, reports having received H.I.M. the 
Empress Dowager’s instructions to distri- 
bute the sum of Tis. 20,000 to the poor of 
Kiangsu province in commemoration of 
Her Majesty’s sixtieth birthday anniversary 
last year. A census taken of the number 
of poor people in the prefectures north of 
the Yangtze has shown that there are 
25,409 persons belonging to the six prefec- 
tures of Kiangning, Huaian, Yangchow. 
Hsiichow, Haichow and South T‘ungchow, 
to whom may be dispensed Her Majesty's 
alms and the sum of Tls. 10,000, or one 
half, has been accordingly distributed to 
them in Her Majesty’s name. South of 
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the Yangtze that is to say, the five prefec- 
ures and sub-prefectures of Soochow, Sung- 
chee Ch'angchow, Chinkiang, and T‘ai- 
ang there were found to be 18,531 poor 
People worthy of receiving her Majesty's 
p,vcious alms aud to them the other half 
‘ie accordingly been distributed.—Re- 
“pt: Let the Bourd of Kevenwe tke note: 


3lst January. 
a IMPERIAL DECREE. 
ny reference to the charges already 
cast hulated against Kung Chao-yii, the 
jlered ex-Civil Commandant of Port 
ree now being within the prisons of 
ee oard of Punishmen's awaiting trial, 
Se now in receipt of a memoria] of the 
aid a Tsiang Shih-fén, in which he has 
own the proofs in his possession that 
aid ae Kung Chao-yii_ did actually sell 
these esert his post at Port Arthur. As 
ren alleged proofs are important, let 
alrend @ added to the list of charges 
cashi y drawn up before us against the said 
auered Taotai. 
© Papers of interest. 


Ist February. 
: IMPERIAL DECREE. 

rr Fei-yuan, Civil Governor of Féngtien 
Riemo werary Chancellor of Moukden, 
iar ties to the effect that the T‘ai- 
should: be Jingals of native manufacture 
the Chi @ considered valuable weapons for 
and ese armies at the present moment, 
eiica ce Suggests that we should issue a 
Boyes commanding the various provincial 
Ments to find ways and means for 
abt te iufacture of these weapons as well 
that poe aad necessary for them ; and, 
avour ise that this command should be 
paid is ¥ received to order a bounty to be 
Wen © the manufacturers of jingals, etc. 
to te OW command the Board of Revenue 
8a Port to us the feasibility of the above 

e8estions at an early date. 


A PARAMOUR AND HOMICIDE. 

Yiin, Governor of Anhui, re- 
» & case of murder in the district 
Riven , Anhui, and the sentences 
chehiss Mm the case. Fearing that the 
Fe bane in charge of the case had not 

. ined _Sufticient proofs of guilt, the 
San accordingly ordered the pri- 
ine: and witnesses to be taken to Ngan- 
und. mM order that their trial might be 

et his personal supervision. ‘The facts 
murde Murder were as follows :—The 
of 5 ered man, Fang Yii-sing, was a native 
bro tow adjoining Ningkuo, but had 

“ught his wife and child to that city to 


Fu 
Ports 


open a small grocery shop there. He 
engaged a fellow townsman, uamed Shu 
Shuang-hsi, to serve as an assistant in his 
shop, and this assistant was his patron’s. 
murderer. The occupants of the grocery 
lived happily together and lived blameless 
lives for several years until the summer of 
1892 when Fang had to absent himself from 
his shop tu go to another city. A flirtation 
arose between Fany’s wife and the assistant, 
resulting in criminal relations. Fang 
remained in ignorance of all this for quite 
ayear. In the winter of 1893, however, 
he suddenly caught his assistant behaving 
in an improper manner in his wife’s bed- 
room. The assistaut immediately ran away, 
whereupon Fang beat his wife and obtain- 
ed a confession of guilt from her. The 
assistant was then dismissed on the spot 
and forbade the shop, Fang threatening 
that he would cut the guilty conple’s 
throats if ever he saw them together 
again. Shu, being thus -dismiss-d, me- 
ditated revenge. A week orso after this 
episode, Fang being absent from his shop, 
Shu went to see tis paramour and got 
her to consent to help him to murder 
her husband, tempting her with the 
prospect of living trgether forever, 
It was then arranged to murder Fang 
that same night. At dusk Fang being 
invited to dine out, Shu crept into the 
shop and secreted himself in an empty 
closet. At about 10 o’clock Fang re- 
turned home very drunk and at once 
threw himself upon his bed and was soon 
in deep slumber. Shu went into the 
kitchen and picked up a wood-axe giving 
a dagger to the. woman. The guilty pair 
then went stealthily into Fang’s room, he 
being still asleep, and Shu lifting his axe 
struck his victim a heavy blow on the left 
temple. Awakened by the blow Fang tried 
to rise and cried out for help, but his wife 
struck wildly at him with her dagger 
inflicting her first wound on his left arm. 
All this time Shu was raining blows 
with his axe upon the prostrate Fang 
which soon finished him. The axe caused 
horrible gashes on Fang’s collar bone, 


| shoulders, the left eye, etc., while the 


bridge of his nose was completely crushed 
in. The blows of the dagger by Fang’s 
wife were principally directed upon his 
lower parts; the thighs and abdomen 
coming in for the chief share. Life being 
found extinct, the murderer and mur- 
deress set about to obliterate all traces 
of their ghastly deed, and finally threw 
Fang’s body into a cesspool, in the rear of 
the shop, it being rarely entirely emptied. 
The body being properly weighted would 


remain undisturbed at the bottom of the 
foul pit until the end of time—so, at 
least, thought the guilty ones. Every- 
thing would rot except the bones and 
the hair. The bones would be unre- 
cognisable, but the queve of the victim 
might ; and so Shu cut his victim’s queue 
off, thrust it into the lamp and rested not 
until it was entirely consumed. The mur- 
dered man thus found a grave in the loath- 
some cesspool while his murderers took 
possession of the shop, living as man and 
wife, as if nothing unusual had happened, 
telling people who enquired after Fang 
that he had gone away to a distant part of 
the province on business. But as time 
rolled on and Fang did not appear, his 
clansmen began to be suspicious and 
one living near by so plied his ques- 
tions upon the murderess that she be- 
came confused and made contradictory 
answers. Suspecting that something must 
be wrong the uncle of the dead man 
made a thorough search of the premises 
which resulted in Fang’s body being fished 
out of the cesspool, almost unrecognisable. 
The guilty pair were then taken to the 
local yemén and the above evidence 
obtained from them. For a crime like this 
the murderess of her husband must be 
sentenced to die by the linuchih or slicing 
process and the murderer to decapitation. 
Although the murderers might claim a 
reprieve owing to the murder having 
occurred just before the birthday anniver- 
sary of the Empress-Dowager and they 
came within the Clemency Decree, yet 
owing to the horrible circumstances of the 
crime memorialist considers them unworthy 
of Her Majesty's clemency, and has hence 
condemned them to die in the usual way. 
Resceript: Let the Bourd of Punishments 
report speedily therenn. 

(1) Chang Ju-mei is appointed Provincial 
Treasurer of Shénsi. 

(2) Liu Nai is appointed Provincial Judge 
of Shansi. 

(3) On a former occasion Li Pei-yung, 
Provincial Commander-in-Chief of Kansu, 
was turned over to the Boards fer the 
determination of a penalty owing to the 
troops which he brought over from Kansu 
having created disturbances en route to 
Peking, thereby showing himself unable 
to preserve discipline amongst his men. 
The Boards have now recommended that 
Li Pei-yung be degraded two steps and 
transferred to some other post, and 
with this recommendatiun is accompanied 
one advising commutation. We therefore 
change Li Pet-yung’s punishment to that 
of losing his rank and titles but at the same 
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time he is to retain his present post. Fur- 
thermore, he is to return at once to Kansvy 
and is to hand over the command of his 
troops en route for Shanhaikuan to Genera 
Sung Ch‘ao-yu, Brigadier-General of the 
Kiukiang Circuit of Kiangsi. 

THR ANNAM FRONTIER. 

Li Han-chang, Viceroy of the Tw? 
Kuang provinces, reports that he receive 
in November last a telegram from Chang 
Chih-tung, Acting Viceroy of the Liang: 
kiang provinces, advising him that he ha 
obtained the permission of the Throne 
to transfer General Féng Tze-ts‘ai, com 
manding the Imperial troops at Ch‘ing- 
chow on the Tongking-Kuangtung bot’ 
der, to Kiangsu, in order to assist Chan$ 
Chib-tung in defending the Yangtze pro- 
vinces fromthe enemy. By the departure 
of General Féng Tze-ts‘ai for the north, 3 
leaves vacant an important military post 
on the Tongking border where the troop’ 
have to be constantly on the alert in sup” 
pressing frontier brigandageand in prevent 
ing Annamese pirates from entering Kuang’ 
tung territory. Hence an energetic ofticef 
and one well acquainted with the region 
should be selected to command the frontief 
troops of the Ch‘ingechow and Lienchow 
prefectures. This otticer memorialist tinds 
in the person of Brigadier-General Féng 
Shao-chu, who is Colonel of the middle 
battalion of the right brigade of the Sut 
army corps, and who is also a clansmat 
of the retiring General and has served of 
the frontiers for many years. Memorial- 
ist has, therefore, appointed the said 
General to the chief command at Ch‘ing’ 
chow.— Rescript: Noted. 

3rd February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantungs 
memorialises as follows:—'tOn the 25th 
day of the 12th moon of last years 
(20th January) the Wojéx (Japanese) land- 
ed at a place on the Shantung coast 
called Luhfénghui, and from thence pre- 
ceeded to attack Yungch‘enghsien city- 
‘The troops consisting of the coast defencé 
corps in the vicinity under Colonels Yen 
Té-sheng and Tai Shou-li, Lieutenant 
Colonel Tsao Hsiin-fa, Major Yeh Yiin- 
sheng and the Police Magistrate Hsii Fu- 
cheng, either failed tv defend Yung- 
ch‘enghsien stoutly or were laggard iD 
leading their troops to the aid of the 
city owing to which the place was 
taken by the enemy. ‘These five officers 
therefore deserve severe punishment, ete.’ 
With reference to this, although the five 
officers namzd above have indeed been 


Fes. 3—8.] 


Tas 


deserving of severe penalties, we will how- 
“ever exercise our prerogative of clemency 
and therefore simply deprive them, for the 
time being, of their buttons, in order to 
“enable them to redeem their past errors. 
AS for the local, civil and military 
tticials of Yungch‘enhsien, the said Go- 
vernor is commanded tu investigate into the 
‘“itcumstances leading to the loss of the city 
and report to us. 
C (2) Liu Juli is appointed Director- 
€neral of tribute grain transport for the 
Province of Kiangsi. 


4th February. 

THE BRKIGANDS OF HEILUNGCHIANG. 
cheng Ch‘i, Tartar-General of Heilung- 
in ‘ang (Amur region), reports that accord- 
the to the yearly custom of presenting to 

¢ Throne a list of the number of robbers 


Captured and beheaded or killed during a 
Conflict 


with the Imperial troops, 
© now begs to send the list for 


si past year 1894, in which is shown a 
ti a! of 141 robbers killed by the authori- 
fe of Heilungchiang. These ruftians 
cane all mounted bandits and were either 
4ught in various parts of the province red- 
uded, with arms in their hands, or were 
illed whilst trying to resist the troops 
twa ty. attacked by the latter. Quite 
-V0-thirds of this number met their deaths 
i" battle, the remainder having suffered the 
ast Penalty of the law on the execution 
ground. As for the mounted bandits still 
large and whose names are in the pos- 
Se8sion of the authorities, active search is 
oS made for them by the troops and 
eendarmerie of the province.—Rescript : 
et the Board of Punishments take note. 
No other paper of interest. 


Sth February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Chang Hsii, Governor of Shansi, is com- 
Manded to come up to Peking for an 
Audience, and Hu Pting-chih, Provincial 
of rer, is appointed to act as Governor 
ay ‘he province during Chang Hsii’s 
absence, 

No other papers of interest. 


bth February. 
ACCIDENTAL DEATHS AT A PEKING 
REFUGE. 


’ 


Ts‘ Lan, Censor of the northern ward © 


of Peking, and T'ang Ts‘iin-sheng, Super- 


vising Censor of the Board of War Treasury, 
JOlntly report a serious accident at the 

efuge for destitutes at Liangchiayuen, 
Northern ward of the capital. For many 
Years this refuge had been supported by the 


leading citizens and gentry of Peking, added 
to which they had always been in the 
habit of dispensing rice-gruel to the poor 
for six monthe every year. So far, the 
roomy refuge had always been sutticient 
for all ordinary purposes, there having 
never yet happened any serious crush 
amongst the 2,000 odd indigent applicants 
for food relief, resulting in death or other- 
wise. But owing to the widespread 
distress of the past year, refugees from all 
parts of the Imperial prefecture have 
assembled at Peking for the winter 
in the hopes of obtaining food and 
rice, insomuch that the Liangchiayuen 
Refuge had been crowded beyond all ex- 
pectations. On the last day of the past 
year (25th January 1895) owing to the 
Committee having announced their inten- 
tion to distribute bread in addition to the 
usual rice-gruel an immense crowd was 
gathered within the Refuge walls, so that 
the dozen or so servants and clerks 
were utterly unable to prevent the 
accident which resulted in nine elderly 
women, fifteen male and fourteen female 
children being crushed and trampled to 
death during the rush of the crowd 
for the bread and rice-gruel then being 
distributed by the Refuge officers. Me- 
morialists went in persou to inspect the 
dead and found that no blame could be 
attached except that the Refuge has been 
built too small for present needs. They 
therefore, recommend that a graut be 
given for enlarging the present building, 
in view of the fact that the distress this 
coming winter must be so great that the 
resources and spice of the said Refuge will 
be taxed to their utmost and beyond the 
possibilities of the Committee.—Reseript : 
Noted. 
7th February. 


No news of interest. 


8th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Since the commencement of the pre- 
sent war, in our anxiety for the welfare of 
our troops and sympathy for the toil, cold 
and hardship invariably accompanying 
war, we gave special instructions to the 
various Generals of armies to treattheir men 
with kindness and humanity, so that these, 
knowing their wants and welfare were cared 
for, might exert themselves to the utmost in 
fighting for their sovereign and country. 
We now again issue a decree on the subject 
and warn our Geuetals, Colonels and ofticers 
that should we ourselves hear of, or receive 
memorials denouncing any one of pocketing 
the pay of the troops or their rice, we 
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promise that such delinquents shall be 
punished to the utmost extent of the 
law. Let all the leaders and officers of 
our armies pay special heed to this edict. 
(2) We are deeply grieved to hear of 
the death of Té-ké-chin-2, Brigade-General 
of the Manchu troops at Ts‘ingchow, 
Shantung. He has been a faithful servant 
and loyally performed his duties while in 


oftice at Urumtsi, Chinese Turkestan, and | 


Tarbagatai, Outer Mongolia, and other 
places. In recognition, therefore, 
order that any faults of Té-ké-chin-a re- 
corded in the Board of War, etc., be ferth- 
with erased and the usual government 
gvant be given to the deceased officer’s 
family. 
THE KIRIN TROOPS. 

T-k ‘é-tang-a, Tartar-General of Kirin, 
now in command of the Kirin troops 
operating against the enemy in Lower 


Manchuria, reports that although there | 


has been no provision made for the relief 
of the wounded troops belonging to his 
command, still owing to the hard fighting 
for the past months against the bandits 
(Japanese) the memorialist has been forced 


to make provision for the wounded in ; 


his army and the families of those who 
had died fighting for their country. Up 
to the present date, memorialist has 
lost over G00 men in ‘wounded; over 500 
men killed in battle, and over 200 who 
died from wounds received on the battle- 
field. For the first class memorialist 
organised a hospital and sent deputies to 
purchase the necessary medicines and 
drugs for them. He had also to pay a 
corps of coolies whose special duty was to 
bear wounded men off the field to the 
hospital. As the expenses are variable, 
memorialist intends to send in his accounts 
at stated periods and also begs that the 
Imperial clemency may order a specitied 
sum for the above.—Rescript: Let the 
Boards of War and Revenue take note. 


9th February. 
No papers of interest. 


10th February. 
INSPECTION OF THE LAND AND NAVAL 
FORCES OF KUANGSI. 

Chang Lien-kuei, Governor of Kuangsi, 
reports in two memorials the result of the 
winter inspections of the land and naval 
forces of his province. In the firs 
instance memorialist personally inspected 
the three battalions belonging to the pro- 
vincial capital, Kueilin. These battalions 
have had considerable experience in 
fighting in the districts of the Miavtse 


we | 


and other aboriginal tribes of JXuangsi, 
and hence proved themselves excellent im 
drill and appearance when niobilised and 
inspected by memorialist. As for the other 
land and naval forces, as they are scattered 
all over the province, the custom has beer 
to appoint deputies to inspect them twice 
every year. Hence, for inspecting the 
troops of the Kueilin, Pingchow and 
Ngochow prefectures, the military se- 
cretary, Fang Taotai, was deputed. The 
troops ofthe Nanchow, Ssitchow and Yochow 
prefectures were inspected by Jui Lin, 
Taotai of the Tsoching Circuit ; the troops 
in Liuchow, Ch‘ingchow, Fuchow -an 
Hsiinchow were inspected by Huang Jén- 
tsi, Taotai of the Yiichiang Circuit; and 
the troops on the Tongking borders and 
at Lungchow were inspected by the Taotal 
of the Taiping Circuit, Tsai Hsi-p‘en. Al} 
these officers have given satisfactory re- 
ports of the land and naval troops inspected 
by them, and memorialist now embodies 
their reports in his paper on the troops of 
Kuangsi.—Hescript : Noted. 


11th February. 


THE MANCHU GARRISON OF SHANHAIKUAN. 


Yi Kuei, Manchu Brigadier-General of 
Shanhaikuan, reports the result of his 
recent inspection of the Manchu garrison 
and newly raised troops under his com- 
mand. These troops were found to be 
quite proficient with the rifle and in 
archery; in sword and lance practice 
and in scaling city walls with ladders. 
The new battalions (Manchus raised dur- 
ing the war to increase the Shanhaikuan 
garrison) were drilled in the Tdich*ieng 
(two-men gingals) and musketry practice 
and also with tield pieces, in all of which 
they showed that much patience and skill 
had been exercised by their officers to make 
them as perfect as possible. Memorialist. 
to encourage emulation, rewarded the best 
drilled battalions and impressed upon 
their officers the importance of continually 
drilling their men so as to be ready for 
every emergency.—eseript : Noted. 


12th February. 


MILITARY TRANSPORT IN SHANTUNG. 


Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
reports having received his Majesty's 


t 


‘instructions through the Tsungli Yamén, 


ordering that owing to the difficulties: 
experienced by the troops journeying 
from the central provinces to Chihli and 
Manchuria, in precuring the neces- 
sary number of carts and animals for 
transporting the army impedimenty, etc., 
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thereby delaying the march northwards 


and Ce extent, the Viceroys 
overnors of Chihli, Kiangsu, Anhui, 
cae Hupeh and Shantung were to 
ndertake this duty of transportation, by 
providing at stated stations a large number 
ts carts and animals and laying aside cer- 
“U0 sums for the maintenance of the same. 
— this way the march of the troops north- 
ards would not be retarded by scarcity of 
ale ePort and the like. Extra pay was 
80 ordered to be paid to the carters be- 
Yyend what is called “the usual government 
ees and officials found culpable of 
dist sue the march of tr-ops through their 
nine owing to lack of the necessary 
that the of carts and animals were warned 
wilit, ey would be punished according to 
inst ary law, Upon receipt of the above 
ms Tuctions, memorlialist vave the neces- 
of d, onder to the Treasurer and Judge 
thar antung, and he has now to report 
fait} ae Imperial instructions have been 
et ully carried out, and that the new 
fe €m for the transportation over'and 
Cugh Shantung of troops and_ their 
Aegage, etc., commenced on the 25th of 
Ovember Jast.—Resciipt: Noted. Let the 
Proper Board ulso take note. 
A NEW SEAL. 
tu k’@-tang-a, ex-Tartar-General of Hei- 
“gchiang, states that on the 17h of 
“Nuary last he sent a special courier to 
eking with a memorial asking _ his 
al instructions as to what sort of a 
al he should use, now that his successor 
shi een appointed to the Tartar-General- 
tp of Heilungchiang in order that he 
one..P2y Sele attention to the military 
ne frations against the enemy. Memorialist 
R “ reports having received the Imperial 
wineript allowing him to cut a uew seal 
'th the words ‘ Ex-Tartar-General of 
tilungchi«ng” engraved on it. The new 
Seal has now been cut, and he has to report 
Pilea 1t was reverently used for the first 
Me on the Ist day of the new year (26th 
‘Nuary, 1895) and furthermore that on 
bee Same day he destroyed the seal he had 
fen hitherto using since leaving the Amur 
“ion at the head of his truops, which 
T ‘tained the words ‘ Headquarters of the 
‘Tlar-General of Heilungehiang.”— fe- 
rive: Noted. 
13th February. 
fs IMPERIAL DECREE. 
of Man Chi-hsiin, Acting Governor-General 
the Hukuang provinces and Governor of 
Upeh, denounces Liu Huan-chang, district 
Chgetrate of T‘ungshanhsien, and Wang 
ih-chang, district magistrate of Hsiienen- 
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hsien, Hupeh, accusing the one of giving 
way to his passions and using unwarrantable 
and illegal methods of torture, and the 
other of cruelty and oppression so that the 
people under his jurisdiction cry aloud for 
very hatred. As this conduct is very 
reprehensible let the said magistrates be 
forthwith cashiered and dismissed the 
public service as a warning to others. 
SHIPWRECKED LIUCHIUANS. 


T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Minché 
provinces and Viceroy-designate of Sze- 
chuan, reports the arrival at Foochow on 
the 20th October last of two men belonging 
tothe Liuchiuislands who were shipwrecked 
on the coast of Formosa, As the clemency 
of the Imperial dynasty provides for the 
giving of government relief to shipwrecked 
or distressed inhabitants of these islands, 
memorialist immediately gave orders that 
the two men be properly housed in the 
government courier inn and the usual 
government daily allowance, in such cases, 
of one sheng of rice and sixty cash to buy 
salt, vegetables, etc., be made to each man. 
According tothe account given by these men, 
who gave their names as Wult Liany and 
Shih Ch‘uan, they originally formed part 
of a crew of eight on board asea-going 
junk of their country. On the 24th of 
July last their jank set sail from the port 
of Peishan, one of the Liuchiu islauds, 
but when half way to their destination a 
great storm arose on the night of the 28th 
of the same month which drove them 
southwards to Formosa. Arriving off 
Yilam district another storm dashed the 
junk to pieces on the coast, whereby six 
out of their number were drowned, the two 
survivors having saved their lives by 
swimining to the shore. The next day a 
Formosa fihing smack took thein on board 
aud brought them to Taipehfu. The 
Formosa authorities, having given them 
clothes, then sent them on the 6th of 
October, by steamer to Amoy ; whence the 
local auth+rities took them overland to 
Fouchow, at which city they arrived on the 
date named above. Memorialist is now 
waiting for a favournble opportunity to send 
them on to th ir homes in Liuchiu. when 
they will he given travelling expenses for 
one month’s board with vavious other useful 
articles, such as extr4 clothing and the like, 
all of which are to be paid out of the 
government tunds.—Aescript: Noted. 

14th February. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

His Majesty granted audience this. 
morning, in the Wénhuatien Throne hall, 
to the United States Minister Denby, 
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Russian Minister Cassini, Bri ish Minister 
O’Conuor, German Minister Schenk zu 
Schweinsberg, and the Ministers for Italy, 
Belgium, and Spain who came to present 
congratulations for the Chinese New Year. 
Also to Ch‘en Pao-chen, Treasurer-elect 
of Chihli, in the Grand Council Chamber. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Yii Hsing is appointed extra Cham- 
berlain of the Imperial Guards and Ante- 
Chamber, as a token of special Imperial 
grace. : 

(2) The Boards of Civil Appointments 
and of War have presented to us their 
recommendations as tu the penalties to be 
awarded Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, Generals Siin Wan-lin aud Li Ying 
for the disastrous result of the campaign 
against the Japanese in Shantung (Yung- 
ching, Chefou, Ninghai. Téngchow, etc.), 
and we therefore command that Li Ping- 
heng be degraded two steps of rank with- 
out the privilege of commutation, but 
to retain the Governorship of Shantung, 
while the two Generals in question are 
to be stripped of their rank, but are per- 
mitted ts retain the command of their 
troops in order that they may be given 
the opportunity of redeeming themselves 
by future deeds of bravery. 


loth February. 
IMPERIAL DEGREES. 


(1) Fu Yii, Civil Governor-elect of 
Moukdeu, has presented us once more a 
memorial complaining that the sickness 
contracted on his journey to Moukden is 
still unhealed and asking that le may 
be allowed to resign his appointmenr and 
return to Peking to convalesce, without 
being compelled to proceed to Moukden. 
As the province of Feugtien is now one 
battle-field, it is apparent that sheer 
cowardice has prevented the said ofti- 
cer proceeding to his post. We there- 
fore command that Fu Yii be instantly 
dismissed the public service for his conduct. 

(2) Té Hsing, Governor of Kiangsi, de- 
nounces a certain First Captain of the 
Kuangtung territorial army, named Sung 
Wei-fei, for allowing the troops under his 
charge to commit illegal acts of violence 
while en rvoute with recruits for Cantor. 
The said Captain seems to have been seut 
by Li Han-chang, Viceroy of the Two 
Kuangs, to enlist a uumber of men 
from Anhui and Kiangsu for s rvice 
at Canton and he has been accused while 
passing through Kiangsi of encouraging 
hia men to use force in getting boats, beat- 
tug and maltreating all persons who tried 


to resent such conduct, and also of having 
taken by force a number of government 
horses belonging to the Imperial Courief 
service. All such conduct is a direct breac 
of military law and encouraging the soldier 
to deeds of violence on peaceful inhabitant® 
We therefore command that the said First 
Captain be forthwith cashiered and that 
Li Han-chang be instructed to send the 
man under arrest to Kiangsi to be dealt 
with by Té Hsing for breaking the law? 
of the land, ete. 


GENERAL I-K‘E-TANG-A’S NEW LEVIES. — 
I-k@-tang-b, ex-Tartar-General of Het 
lungchiang and Commander-in-Chief of '? 
Tartar troops in active service 1! 
Manchuria, reports that in obedience # 
the Imperial commands to strengthen thé 
forces under him by raising new levie 
from the Amur district, he sent sever 
ofticers last October to do so, with thé 
result that fourteen new battalions «or 7, 
men were raised. These troops hav? 
been divided into several divisions undef 
Generals Liao Yuen, Yung Ho, Té Ying 
) A-wa-la hsing-ngeh and Po-to-ln, and bit 
gaded with the troops already in the field 
under the memorialist. The pay, ration® 
pensions, relief, ete., of the new troup? 
will be the same as those of the oldef 
; battalions in| Mauehuria.— Neseript: Lt 
i the pr-per Boards tule no!'e, 
| 16th F: bruary. 
! IMPERIAL DECREES, 
| (1) On a former occasion certain high 
Ministers of our Court presented a seri@ 
i of memorials to us denouncing the already 
' cashiered ex-General Yeh Chih-chao, of 
having composed false accvunts of an imag! 
nary battle with the Japanese during th? 
retreat of our troops from Yashan to Ping’ 
yang, in Corea. Amongst these was the fals? 
report of a great victory over the enemy 
at a place called Ch‘engkuan for whie 
the Imperial reward was solicited fur thé 
| successful efforts of a number of generals 
! eolmela and officers who fought under thé 
said ex-General. Misled hy his reports, 4 
the time, we granted Yeh Chih-clao hi 
request and ordered the Board of War @ 
send the new commissions and promotion4 
to the various officers named iu the eX; 
General’s list. Upou receipt, however, ° 
the memorials nbove-nained we inatruct 
General Sung Ch'ing, Commander-in-Chie 
in Manchuria, tou wake the necessary 
investigations as to what did actually occuF 
in Corea during the said retreat, intending 
that in case the battles reported wer? 
| entirely a tissue of falsehoods to recall] thé 
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thamissions and promotions issued at 
at time. The reply of Sung Ch’ing 
's now before us in which he says that 
With regard to Yeh Chih-chao’s re- 
Ported encounter and victary over the 
shawits (Japanese) at Kinhua, » place a 
ort distance to the north-west of Seoul, 
gue’ are really no proofs that such a battle 
id actually occur ; but as for the victory 
ee Ch‘engkuau there is not wanting 
idence of a bend fide encounter with 
€ enemy, owing to the vanguard 
’ppening to be led by the present 
Niowincial Conmmander-in-Chief of Chihli, 
a Sze-ch‘eng, who it has been de- 
ah Ted on all hands, did actually march 
: fad of his men to fight the opposing 
Temy who tried to intercept the retreat 
Me our troops. General Nieh was ably 
Conded during this battle of Chéngkuan 
@ General Chiang Tze-k‘ang ; Brigndier- 
Neral ‘ae Ts‘ing-yuan ; Colonel Féng 
M, ho ; Lientenant-Colonel Hsit Chac-knei; 
é ajors Wei Chia-hiiun and Nieh P‘eng- 
ng ; First Captain Hsii Chao-té; Second 
@ptain Wang Ch‘én and Major Siin Li- 
Yuan, a volunteer officer. The com- 
Missions and promotions given to these 
ss Cory are therefore to hold good as a 
Cognition of their bravery and loyalty. 
Bib the promotions granted, upon the 
es ommendation of the ex-General to the 
(cbectant Taotai Wu Hsio-lien, Brigadier- 
penersl Yeh Yii-piao, »nd Major Mao 
oes are to be cancelled as these 
ts cers had nothing to do with the battle 
(uestion, So also a number of civil 
one military officials who were at the time 
ber the counmissariat department or 
; longed to the secretariat, as clerks, etc., 
the ex-General’s forces, although they 
Were with the anmy in its retreat to Ping- 
ang still they did no fighting, heuce their 
Jew commissions are also cancelled ; but 
alter the end of the war, their names can 
a be presented to us and rewards on 
: ifferent lines will be granted to the mst 
serving amongst them 
(2) On a former occasion we issued 
SPecial edicts commanding the immediate 
arrest and trial of the Generals concerned 
With the lows of Port arthur, amongst 
ese being the cashiered ex-Generala Tsao 
~Ual-yi, Wei Ju-ch‘eng and Huang Shih- 
ca Many mouths have now passed aud 
Still these men are at large although their 
yrimes are so heavy that they deserve no 
Cniency at our hands. We therefore 
“ommand, once more, the Viceroy of Chihli 
And the Governors of Anhui and Kiangsi 
© use their best endeavours to arrest the 
‘“Olicers above named and as a preliminary 
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step to confiscate any property they may 
have within the jurisdiction of the provin- 
cial authorities to whom this decree is sent. 

(3) The Censor, Hung Liang-p‘ing, 
reports that Né Ch‘ing, the Imperial 
Resident-elect of Tibet who obtained the 
Imperial permission to start for his post at 
Lassa on the 2nd of December last, has 
contrary to etiquette, remained at the 
Capital all this time without proceeding on 
his journey westwards. Let the Board of 
War and the Captain-General of the Banner 
to which Né Ch‘ing belongs investigate 
the matter and fiud out the reason of this 
delay. 

(4) Shan Lien is appointed Civil Gover- 
nor of Moukden. 

17th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Wearedeeply grieved to hear, through 
the Vicerey of Szechuan, Liu Ping-chang, 
of the death of Liu Shih-ch‘i, Brigadier- 
General of the Chien ch’ang Circuit of Sze- 
chuan. H« had been a faithful and brave 
officer and did signal service during the 
Taipiug rebellion in the provinces of 
Kiangsu, Hunan, Kueichow and other 
provinces. We, therefore, grant Liu 
Ping-chang’s request that extraordinary 
po-thumons honours be granted the deceas- 
ed officer and the usnal pecuniary aid to 
the family of an officer of his rank. 

(2) Ting Yung is transferred to the 
Newchwang Tactaiship with the brevet 
powers of a Provincial Judge, vice Shan 
Lien promoted to be Civil Governor of 
Moukden. 

No other papers of interest. 


18th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Li Hung-chang, Viceroy of Chihli, 
reports the circumstances of the death of 
Tai Chung-ch‘ien, an expectant ‘laotai and 
late commander of the Suikung battalions 
at Wethaiwei. It seemed that the late 
Taotai had been compelled by great supe- 
riority of forces to evacuate the forts held 
by him in the vicinity of the town of Wei- 
haiwei, but unwilling to survive the loss of 
his forts, he, while yet unhealed of his 
wounds, deliberately committed suicide. 
Such heroic conduct which would 1iot bend 
the neck to the enemy is highly commenda- 
able anda prouf of loyal faith tohis sover- 
eign and country. Furthermore, the said 
Tai Chung-ch‘ien, began public life twenty 
years ago when as a literary student 
he entered the military service of his 
country during which time he gradually 
rose by sheer perseverance to the rank 
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he held at the day of his death, and 
repeatedly forced admiration from both 
Li Hung-chang and Wu Ta-cheng who 
often directed the Imperial attentiun to 
his good conduct and brilliant talents. It 
is therefore with much regret that we now 
receive the report uf Tai Chung-ch‘ien’s 
death and hence command that extraordi- 
nary posthumous honours be granted him 
as a token of the Imperial approval of his 
brave conduct at Weihaiwei. The Boards 
are to pay special attention to our com- 
mands in this respect. 

(2) Ts‘én Yii-pao, acting Governor of 
Wiinnan, denounces several district and 
department magistrates guilty of repre- 
hensible conduct. They are therefore sum- 
marily cashiered and disnissed the public 
service. 

(3) Heng Shou is appointed Taotai of 
the Pach‘ang Intendancy. 

THE BRIGADIER-GENERALSHIP OF NANAO. 


Li Han-chang, an ofticer of the premier 
bution, Junior Guardian of the Heir- 
Apparent, and Viceroy of the ‘I'wo Kuangs, 
presents a memorial econjointly with ‘T‘an 
Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Min-ché pro- 
Vinces, reporting that since the departure 
of the ex-Black-flag chief Liu Yung fu, 
Brigadier-General vf the Nanao_ circuit 
of Kuangtung for the island of Formosa 
to assist in the defence of that island, the 
said General left Hou P’éng-tu, Lieutenant- 
Colonel of the left battalion of the Nanao 
garrison, in command at Nanao to act in 
his stead. Whilst Liu Yung fu remained 
wear by at Formosa this migh', perhaps 
have been well, but now as an edict has been 
issued commanding the presence of Liu 
Yung-fu at Peking, he will be leaving his 
cominand for some time and it would thus 
be necessary to appoint a person of higher 
rank to be acting Brigadier-General of 
Nanao, which lies, half in Kuangtung, and 
half in Fukien, within the partial jurisdict- 
ion of the Viceroy of the latter province. 
The said Viceroy has also recently com- 
municated with memorialist upon the above 
subject and it has been mutually agreed 
pen to recommend to the Throne Colonel 
Ying Shiin, of the Ch‘aochowfu garrison, 
t» become acting Brigadier-General vf 
Nanao during Liu Yung-fu's absence in 
the North.—Reseript : Lisi Yung-far, being 
ane ut the head of his troops in Formosa let 
Ving Shitw be appointed Brigadier-General 
of Nunav pro tem. 

19th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The report of the Board of Punish- 
ments upon the result of their trial of the 


charges formulated against the ex-General 
of Chihli, Yeh Chih-chao, and Kung Chao-, 
yii, ex-Taotai and Civil Commandant © 
Port Authur, is now before us. All the 
charges have been proved against. thesé 
two degraded officials and according ta law 
they must forfeit their lives. Let the la¥ 
therefore take its course in their cases an 
let them be executed next autumn after 
the criminal assizes at Peking. 

(2) On a previous occasion the Censor 
T‘v F‘o-huan, accused the district magis- 
trate of Lianghsiang, in the Imperi* 
Prefecture of Shiintienfu, of unlawfully 
pocketing famine funds, of employing 
unscrupulous and greedy subordinates, an! 
of using illegal instruments of torture: 
As these wer- serious charges we ordere 
Siin Chia-nai, Governor-Adjoint, and Ch‘e® 
Yi, Governor, of the Imperial Préfecturé 
of Shiintienfu, to make secret investiga’ 
tions in the matter. These two officers 
now report that the charges made agains! 
Fan Lii-fu, the aforesaid district magistrat? 
are groundless and cannot be proved against 
him, There is, therefore, no necessity 0 
further action in this case, but as the sal 
magistrate has, during his two terms 3 
chehsiew of Lianghsiang, been denounce! 
more than once by the gentry and others 
it is clear that the man and his post do not 
mutually fit; we therefore command hit) 
to resign his post and let him be transferre' 
to some other magistracy where he will b? 
more fit and agreeable to the people undef 
him. 

20th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Chang Shan is appointed Superintenden! 
of the Imperial government silk looms 4! 
Kiangning (Nanking). 

A NEW SEAL FOR A NEW Post. 

Wang Wén-shao, Assistant Imperial 
High Commissioner of the Viceroy, an@ 
Viceroy of the Yiinkuei provinces, report§ 
that on the 7th instant after having ha 
the henour of personal'y receiving th® 
instructions of their Mujesties the Epres® 
Dowager and the Emperor and their per’ 
mission to proceed to hisenew post 3% 
Assistant Imperial High Commissioner 3! 
Tientgin, memorialist Jef. Peking on the 
9th and arrived at his destination on thé 
ALth instant. Memorialist then had a ne¥ 
wooden seal cut «ppropriate for the post 
he now holds and which bears the words 
“ Appointed by Imperial Edict Assistant 
High Commissioner of the Peiyang Defeuce? 
and Viceroy of the Yiinkuei provinces. 
The 13th instant being the end of the ne* 
year holidays and the day appointed by 
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Sdict for the ‘opening of the seals” for 
© first time in the 21st year of His 
AJesty’s reign, memorialise tookadrantage 

th the occasion and used his new seal for 
€ first time. Although appointed Assist- 

ant Imperial Commissioner, memorialist 

*Ngages to do nothing without first con- 

Sulting the Chief Imperial High Commis- 

‘loner, Li Hung-chang-—Rescript: Noted. 


21st February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


En Tsé, Tartar-General of Heilungchiang, 
reports the crushing of a serious rebellion 
.¥ & number of s~cret society men belong- 
Me to Petuné Ula, under the leadership of 
léng Fu-shan acting under the orders of 
© chief of the society, Chu Ch‘eng-siu. 
th 'S society has its adherents throughout 

2 three Manchurian provinces of Férg- 
len, Kirin and Heilungchiang, com- 
Mencing at Chiangchiak‘ou (Kalgan) at the 
90t af the Great Wall and running north- 
Tras up to the Amur river. The said 
artar-General upon bearing the news of 
M, Tising immediately instructed the 
anchu Brigade-General Fu Shiin to take 
the available forces that could be 
“obilised at the time and hasten to meet 
ie insurgents who had spread about in the 
Vicinity of the department of Wuch‘ang 
and Tungshan districts and were also 
paging certain districts in Kirin. Several 
‘attles were fought against the rebels who 
ee gradually driven off losing one of 
fir leaders, Méng Yii-ch‘i, who was 
executed as soon as captured. Finally the 
lef, Chu Ch‘eng-siu, was also captured 
& place called Lilintze as also one of his 
Tpetdier-Generals named Yueh Siang. 
hese two were also summarily decapitated 
“nd through this and various other causes 
the insurgents lost heart and scattered like 
haff before the wind upon the approach 
forut troops. The insurrection has there- 
re been entirely crushed and En Tsé now 
Tequests that appropriate rewards be be- 
Stowed upon the officers by whose energy 
and bravery a serious insurrection had been 
Quelled. His prayer is granted and the chief 
Clticers named in his memorial are to receive 
the promotions proposed by En Tsé. He 
also to make careful enquiries as to the 
Most deserving amongst the minor officers 
© were engaged in quelling this insur- 
rection and to send their names to us in 
°tder that all may participate in the 
Mperial bounty. He is, however, warned 
ot to make reckless recommendations so 
88 to prevent the insertion of names 
Uaworthy of promotion. 


AN UNLUCKY MAGISTRATE. 


Siin Chia-nai, Governor Adjoint, and 
Ch‘en Yi, Governor, of the Imperial Pro- 
fecture of Shiintienfu, request that the 
hehsien of Shiinyihsien, near Peking, be 
deprived of his button and granted a 
limited time to effect the arrest of a num- 
ber of robbers who have been pillaging and 
murdering certain inhabitants living with- 
in the jurisdiction, failing which he is to 
be removed from office. It seems that 
on the 11th instant a gang of robbers 
visited the village of T‘antzet‘ou and for- 
cing their entrance into the house of a 
man named Hu T‘ung, they plundred the 
place shooting Hu Tung dead. Ere the 
said magistrate had time to arrest anyone, 
the next night (12th) another family living 
in the village of Hsiwanglu, was visited 
by a dozen or so robbers who cut down 
and killed with their swords two women 
belonging to the Haiieh family. Such pro- 
miscuous robberies, one after the other, 
without the ability to arrest a single rob- 
ber clearly proves that the magistrate of 
the district has been most neglectful 
of his duties and hence deserves the punish- 
ment recommended in the first portion of 
this memorial. Memorialists have also 
communicated with Wang Weén-shao, the 
Viceroy of Chihli and received his consent 
to this memorial.— Rescript: Noted. 


22nd February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Shan Lao is appointed to the Director- 
ship of the office of Transmission for 
Military affairs. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Li Hung-chang, the degraded Viceroy of 
Chihli, reported his arrival from Tientsin, 
this morning, and was granted an audience 
by the Emperor in the Grand Council 
Chamber. 


THE GOVERNOR-GENERALSHIP OF YiiN-KUEI. 
Sung Fan, Governor of Kueichow, returns 
thanks for the high honour bestowed upon 
him by his appointment to the acting 
Viceroyship of Yiin-kuei provinces and the 
acting governorship of Yiinnan. He reports 
that he received on the 24th of December 
last a telegram from the Tsungli Yamén 
informing him of his new appointment by 
a decree of the 22nd of that month which 
ran as follows :—‘‘ Sung Fan is appointed | 
acting Governor-General of the Yiin-kuei 
provinces and acting Governor of Yiinnan. 
Before Sung Fan’s arrival at Yiinnan, 
the interregnum shall be filled by Ts‘en 
Yii-pao, Treasurer of the said province. 
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On the other hand Sung Fan is to hand 
the seals of the Governorship of Kueichow 
to his Treasurer, Sung K‘un to act during 
his absence in Yiinnan.” Upon receipt of 
the sacred commands memorialist instantly 
went through the ceremony of the ‘‘ three 
prostrations and nine kewtows” in the 
direction of Peking to thank his Majesty 
for this token of Imperial favour. On the 
day succeeding the receipt of the above 
—25th—memorialist received another 
telegram from the Tsungli Yamén instruct- 
ing him to proceed without further delay 
to Yiinnan without waiting for the Im- 
perial commission from the Board of Civil 
Appointments on its way overland by 
Imperial Courier, ‘‘as such was his 
Majesty’s pleasure.” In consequence of this 
memorialist hastened to settle all outstand- 
ing accounts and routine business of the 
province, and on the 3rd of January handed 
over his seals to his Treasurer, Sung K‘un. 
In accordance also with the etiquette re- 
gulating such matters, memorialist now 
humbly begs to notify the Throne that he 
has arranged to start from Kueiyangfu for 
Yiinnan on the 10th of the same month.— 
Reseript : Noted. 
23rd February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES 

(1) Ch‘ang Lin, Senior Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral of the Peking Gendarmerie, and 
Superintendent of the left division of the 
Peking Octroi reports that he has collected 
during the year just closing an excess of 
Tls. 3,287 over and above the usual limit 
allowed the Octroi department under him ; 
let the said sum be handed over to the 
Keeper of the Privy Purse, and 

(2) -As Prince Tsai Lan, Junior Lieuten- 
ant-General of the Peking Gendarmerie and 
Superintendent of the Right division of the 
Peking Octroi, also reports au excess in 
his department of Tls. 1,030, let the same 
be also landed over to the Keeper of the 
Privy Purse. 

(3) The otherday, the Censor, Hung Liang- 
p‘ing, denounced Né Ch‘ing, Imperial 
Assistant Resident of Tibet, of inexplicably 
delaying his departure for hie post although 
he had already received his farewell 
audience of us. In consequence of this we 
issued a decree commanding the Board of 
War and the Captain-General of the 
Banner to which Né Ch‘ing belongs to 
investigate the matter. The report of 
these officers is now before us in which 
it is stated by them that there is no pre- 
acribed limit of time given to the Imperial 
Residents proceeding to Tibet, the usual 
custom, however, being for such function- 


aries to start from Peking for Lhassa 1” 
the spring of the year in order to enable 
them to get there by the middle of thé 
autumn months. Furthermore, in his e%- 
amination before the Board of War, Né 
Ch‘ing declared that at his farewell av 
dience he remembered informing hi§ 
Majesty that ‘‘ he intended to start for his 
post during the 1st moon (February-March 
if the weather proved favourable, etc.” Bub 
be this as it may, since the duties of th? 
Imperial Resident at Lhassa are very 1° 
portant, it is unnecessary for Né Ch‘ing 
remain at Peking much longer and hé 
is commanded forthwith to proceed t? 
his post without further delay. 

(4) With regard to the report of the Con” 
ptrollers-General of the Imperial House’ 
hold Department upon the result of theif 
trial of the turbulent eunuchs who wer 
pardoned under the Empress-Dowager’ 
Act of Clemency last year, and recalle 
to their posts in the Palace after exile 1" 
the Heilungchiang province, it transpires 
that the said eunuchs, viz :—Tung Shuang’ 
fu, Sui Tséng-jui, Yii Yung-hsing, Chi 
Hua, Wang Chiu-yung, and Yen Chin-liv, 
were really guilty of using violence, of 
their way back from exile, in trying to ye 
carts and horses from the Imperial-Courief 
posts, and alsv inaking « nuisance of then’ 
selves en route in the various official inns: 
Instead, therefore of behaving themselves 
properly and being grateful for the Im- 
peria]l clemency in allowing them to retur® 
from exile, these eunuchs have behave 
themselves in such a manner as to ca 
forth from the Tartar-Generals at Moukde” 
and other provinces, the most indignasé 
denunciations at their conduct. Such 
behaviour on the part of these eunuchs 9 
unpardonable and we therefore condem? 
them to perpetual exile in Heilungchiang 
where they are, moreover, to serve 3% 
sleves to the troops there, nor shall they, 
in the future, ever have the benefit of any 
Imperial Acts of Clemency that might 
hereafter be promulgated. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Prince Ch‘ing, 1st order, and the Senior 
Grand Secretary, Li Hung-chang, weré 
received in audience by his Majesty, in 
the Grand Council Chamber, this morning- 


24th February. 
No papers of interest. 
25th February. © 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE, 


His Majesty granted an audience this 
morning in the Grand Council Chambers 
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to the Senior Grand Secretary, Li Hung- 
chang. 
THE GRAND INSPECTIONS OF THE PRO- 
VINCIAL ARMIES. 
Ngéh-léh-ho-pu, Senior Guardian of the 
&ir Apparent, Comptroller-General of the 
Oard of War, and third Grand Secretary, 
reports that during the present year there 
Should be a grand inspection of the troops 
of the provinces of Chihli, Shansi, Shensi, 
th Msu and Szechuan. Last year it was 
€ turn of the five provinces of Shan- 
Ung, Honan, Kiangsu, Anhui and Kiangsi, 
the custom being to appoint a special 
Merial Commissioner from Peking— 
Tinces of the four orders, Dukes and 
Nobles members of the Imperal Clan, mem- 
»8ts of the Grand Council, and the Captain 
at Lieutenant-Generals of the Peking 
; *ndarmerie being excepted from such 
tLPointments—to each province to inspect 
© provincial armies on behalf of the 
quuperor. Should it be his Majesty’s 
€sire to avoid the expense of sending these 
"Derial Commissioners it is also allowable, 
S was the case last year, for the ‘Throne 
©orderthe resident Viceroys and Governor 
© the inspection instead. Of late yeurs, 
. se Viceroys and Governors have luoked 
yon this important function as so much 
vaste paper, hence the disastrous state of 
© Imperial forces, their want of discipline 
Wretched weapons. Memorialist would 
€refore humbly beg of his Majesty that 
€n the time comes for appointing the 
essary Imperial Commissioners to the 
‘i © provinces named above, to impress 
he them the necessity uf diligence and 
arnestnese in their duties, aud not to fail to 
a pounce any military officer convicted of 
ity in drill or whose troops show imper- 
Re, discipline, organisation or weapons.— 
escript : Noted. 
26th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
se Kuang-k‘uei has been appointed 
m Pervising Censor in the Board of Punish- 
ents, 
VOLUNTEERS IN THE HEILUNGCHIANG 
CONTINGENT. 
yuk 6-t'ang-a, commander of the Hei- 
Ngchiang contingent, and Ex-Tartar- 
}.uetal of the same province, states that 
teleg i? , received his Majesty’s decree 
on eePhed by the Tsung-li Yamén 
his the 24th of January in reply to 
the Memorial of the 17th idem, being 
the result of a report by the Boards upon 
no Memorialist’s report of that date an- 
‘Uncing the fact that a veteran and daring 
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hunter, named Li Yueh, had joined the 
Heilungchiang contingent as a volunteer 
at the head of 2,000 other hunters and 
squatters from the Ch ‘angpaishan mountains 
of Eastern Manchuria and the neighbour- 
hood of the Palisades, and that these men, 
animated by the spirit of patriotism and 
hatred of the enemy, had asked to be and 
had been received as an auxilliary force to 
memorialist’s army. Furthermore, his 
Majesty commanded that, although well- 
pleased with this active show of loyalty to 
the dynasty on the part of these Man- 
churian hunters and squatters, it was 
necessary, in order to avoid an indis- 
criminate acceptance of the services of 
men of whom little is known, to first 
investigate where these men hail from, 
the name of their native villages and 
to enrol their names and addresses in the 
army books. In this way, the fatal mis- 
take of receiving into the army a body 
of traitors and spies paid by the enemy 
may, perhaps, be prevented. Upou re- 
ceipt of these sacred injunctions memo- 
rialist has been more than ever convinced 
of the fact of his Majesty’s carcfulness 
and anxiety for the welfare and safety of 
his soldiers even to the smallest details, 
In obedience, therefore, to ‘the Imperial 
commands memorialist immediately order- 
ed the military secretariat to make the 
necessary enquiries into the antecedents 
of each volunteer, as well as to enrol these 
hunters and form them into four battalions 
under the command of officers of their own 
election, and placed under their chief Li 
Yueh as General of division. As his 
Majesty’s anxiety for the welfare of his 
soldiers is ever constantly before the mind 
of the memorialist, he has upon brigading 
the mountaineers ordered the Commissariat 
and Pay Department to grant rations, and 
pay the volunteeers at the same rate as 
the rest of the army, commencing from the 
Ist day of the 1st moon (26th February) 
in order that the new men might have 
sufficient means to pay for their personal 
needs. Furthermore, his Majesty need feel 
no anxiety about these volunteers, as they 
are all that they represent themselves to be, 
loyal hunters and squatters of the country. 
Again, the field artillery originally attach- 
ed to his contingent consisted only of two 
batteries, but since he has been supplied 
by Imperial edict with a number of extra 
tield pieces and gunners from the Peking 
Field Force and Kiangsu province, he has 
been enabled to form an extra battery, 
the whole three comprising one regiment. 
He now presents accounts of the expenses 
of the new brigade of five battalions and 
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the above above-named extra battery of 
artillery, in order that they might be re- 
corded in the Boards for future reference. 
—Rescript: Let the Boards concerned take 
note. 


CAVALRY REINFORCEMENTS FOR THE 
HEILUNGCHIANG CONTINGENT. 

Tséng Ch‘i, Tartar-General of Heilung- 
chiang, reports that the other day being 
commanded by telegram from Peking to 
send five squadrons of cavalry post haste 
to reinforce the Tartar-General I-k‘é- 
tang-a’s army, memorialist immediately 
set about to pick out the best troopers in 
his province for the purpose, choosing also 
from amongst his subordinates the men best 
qualified to act as commanders and ofticers 
of this cavalry in order to lose no time. 
On the 10th of January meniorialist 
picked out a squadron from the cavalry 
regiment of Tsitsihar (capital of Hei- 
lungchiang) and despatched it with in- 
structions to proceed with all speed to 
T-k6-t‘ang-d’s army at the Motienling Pass. 
Later on the Manchu Brigadier-Generals at 
Merguen, Bulanput‘eh, Hahulun, and 
Peierh sent in in succession to Tsitsihar 
each one squadron of cavalry. These me- 
morialist personally inspected picking out 
the sickly looking and such as seemed un- 
fit for active service and dismissing them 
and replacing them with volunteers. The 
mounts having been also carefully inspect- 
ed and changed where necessary. Memo- 
rialist then furnished the troupers with 
modern weapons and acccutrements and 
sent them off to Féngtien the moment 
they were ready. Thus the several squad- 
rons started for the front on the 22nd and 
24th of January and the 4th of February, 
on which occasions memorialist personally 
harangued the officers and men to make 
haste in their journey and on no account 
make any delay or make disturbances en 
route to their destination. These reinforce- 
ments for I-ké-tang-i’s cavalry brigade 
lave since crossed the frontiers into Kirin 
in good order and condition, as reported by 
Jui Ch‘ing, Superintendent of the Imperial 
Courier Service.—-Rescript: Let the Bourd 
concerned take note. 


27th February. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The Board of Civil Appointments report 
that Shih Chieh, Taotai of the Ninghsia 
Circuit, of Kansu, is a close blood relation 
of the Tartar-General at Ninghsia and 
hence, by etiquette, should be exchanged 
into a neighbouring province. Shih Chieh 
is therefore transferred to the Taotaiship 


of the Fungshang Circuit of Shensir 
and Chou Sui, Taotai of the said Circuit, 
is ordered to proceed to Shih Chieh’s post 
at Ninghsia. 


THE KUANGTUNG TREASURY. 


Li Han-chang, Junior Guardian of the 
Heir-Apparent, an officer of the premiet 
button, Viceroy of the Two Kuang pro- 
vinces, and acting Governor of Kuangtungs 
reports that in accordance with the rules 
provided for such cases, assisted by the 
Provincial Judge and Taotais of Canton, he 
paid a visit to the Treasury of the Provil- 
cial Treasurer of Kuangtung to inspect thé 
vaults, granaries and accounts for the 19th 
year of his Majesty’s reign (1893) of that 
officer. Memorialist found the sum 0 
Tls. 337,029 odd, received by the Treasure! 
on account of sale of the diplomas of thé 
Imperial Academy to enable candidates t? 
compete for the chujé. or provincia! 
degree. Then there was the sum 0 
Tis. 550,859, odd, received on account 0 
ordinary likin, and Tls. 984,066, odd for 
taxes on miscellaneous goods. As thé 
entire ground taxes for 1893 had not yet 
been collected, memorialist found that this 
tax paid in cash amounted to Tls. 916,593, 
odd, leaving a balance still unpaid of 
Tis. 176,518, odd. Of the taxes in kind; 
280,640 shih of rice (each shih equals 160° 
catties) had been collected, there being ® 
balance still due of 65,003 shih of rice- 
The Treasurer has since sent orders to thé 
various local magistrates of the province 
who have not yet paid in all the taxes te 
hasten to do so, prescribing a limit 0 
time for them to send in the balances still 
due, with the threat to denounce them i 
they should fail to comply with these order® 
within the prescribed period. As memo- 
rialist is at present holding both the 
offices of Viceroy and acting Governor, the 
etiquette of sending a joint memorial, 0 
Viceroy and Governor is, in this instance, 
avoided.—Rescript: Let the Board of Ke- 
venue take note. 


28th February. 


TAKING OVER THE SEALS, 

Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of the Yiin- 
kuei provinces, acting Imperial Assistant 
High Commissioner of the Peiyang defences’ 
and acting Viceroy of Chihli, begs to report 
the date of his taking over the seals of the 
last named Viceroyship. On the 15th of 
February memorialist received his Ma- 
jesty’s decree of the 13th instant through 
Li Hung-chang, appointing memorialist to 
be acting Viceroy of Chihli during Li 
Hung-chang’s absence from his post, and 
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dane 19th of the month Li Hung-chang 


€lvered over to memorialist through the 
ae of the marine sub-prefect of Tien- 
in, Féng Ts‘ing-t‘ai, and Han Ting-kuei, 
soe utenant-Colonel of the ‘Lientsin garri- 
tae the seals of the Chihli Vicervyalty, 
eho the seal of the Viceroy of Chihli, 

€ seal of the Imperial High Commiesioner 
& Peiyang defences, and the seal of 
alt Commissioner of the province, or 
Im al of three seals, together with the 
lite! Warrants granting the power of 
© and death, archives, ete., of the said 
leeroyalty, all of which were received in 

® form and cermony by the memorialist. 
Pe ® has now the seals of the above- 
the ed Viceroyalty coupled with the seal of 
the . Wang {Imperial Commissionership, 
we Seal recently cut by memorialist con- 
alNing the words ‘‘ Assistant Imperial 
“missioner of the Peiyang defence and 
eee of Yiin-kuei,” which memorialist 
8 already informed the Throne, has been 
Neelled and destroyed as unnecessary 
Rder the circumstances. —Rescript : Noted. 


1st March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


A decree granting peacock’s feather de- 

rations and brevet ducal rank to two 

ngol nobles belonging to the Seteu tribe. 
© papers of interest. 


2nd March. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 
miutit Majesty granted audience this 
Srning in the Grand Council Chamber 
anj pHung-chang, Senior Grand Secretary 
Nd Viceroy of Chihli. 
© papers of interest. 


3rd March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

yD With regard to the meniorial of 
eae Lin, Police Censor of the South 
ard, denouncing Li Fu-ming, a military 
Provincial graduate, for refusing to re- 
ao his steam flour mill from the said 
thie when also commanded to do so by 
h © Court Censors and is announced to have 
®aded a party of rowdies and insulted the 
Said memorialist whilst sitting on the 
indgment seat of his yamén, we command 
hat the said Li Fu-ming be forthwith 
be ered and sent under arrest for trial by 
he Board of Punishments, in order that he 
lay be punished according to law for his 
Vlolent conduct. 
f (2) The chief authorities of the pre- 
“ture of Shiintienfu denounce the Che- 
‘en of Shiinyi in the said prefecture, for 
€rmitting two robberies in close succes- 
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sion accompanied by murder to happen 
within his jurisdiction, owing to his 
imperfect police organisation, and also for 
having been unable to make any arrests 
within a specified time. The said Chehsien 
is therefore punished by being deprived of 
his button and is ordered to arrest the mur- 
derers within the regular limit of three 
months, failing which he is to be cashiered. 


4th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 
The Censor ‘I'siang Shih-fén presente 
us a memorial couched in the following 
terms :—'‘ Memorialist, the other day, 
asked His Majesty to permit a certain 
military provincial graduate, named Li 
Fu-ming, to contribute funds towards 
repairing a paved road to take the place of 
the sea-route for transmission of tribute 
rice. But he finds that the said Li Fu- 
ming was denounced yesterday by the 
Censor Hsiu Lin for violent conduct and 
rowdyism, as proved in his memoria! yes- 
terday morning. Memorialist repents 
therefore of laving recommended the said 
Li Fu-ming as above stated, and blames 
himself for not having made careful en- 
quiries into the man’s character before 
bringing his name to the Emperor’s 
notice, etc.” Now as regards the duties of 
Censors in general they are indeed per- 
mitted to denounce on grounds of hearsay, 
but they should first investigate whether 
this hearsay has any reasonable grounds 
for them before memorialising upon the 
subject. On the occasion of Li Fu-ming’s 
building his steam flour mill, the Censor, 
Chung Té-siang, memorialised us praising 
in glowing terms the convenience to the 
people of Peking in having such a modern 
improvement on the old hand-turned mills. 
But the Court of Censors hearing of this at 
once denounced the enterprise and ordered 
its prohibition and removal. Li Fu-ming 
has, however, attempted to use violence in 
preventing the orders of the said Court 
from being carried out, which proves his 
rowdyish disposition, and hence he should 
not have been so indiscriminately recom- 
mended to us by these two Censors. We 
would therefore again enjoin upon our 
Censors to be very careful in the future 
and make enquiries first before again 
bringing any matter to our notice. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE, 


Li Hung-chang, Senior Grand Secretary, 
Viceroy of Chihli, etc., had his farewell 
audience of His Majesty in the Grand 
Council Chamber this morning. 

No other papers of interest. 
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dth March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Decree commanding the respective 
Viceroys and Governors of Shansi, Kansu, 
Shensi, Szechuan and Honan to make per- 
sonal inspection of the territorial armies 
under them and impressing upon them the 
importance of being minute and careful in 
their duty in this respect. Any indication 
of lax discipline and other irregularities 
are to be promptly reported to the Throne. 

(2) Decree committing a number of 
timber thieves, arrested by the Peking 
gendarmerie at the Imperial Parks, to the 
Board of Punishments for trial and punish- 
ments. 

6th March. 

The whole of this days Gazette is occupied 
with the report of the President of the Board 
of Punishments, Sung Kuei, on the trial of 
Kung Chao-yao, ex-Civil Commandant of 
Port Arthyr and Director-General of the 
naval dockyards of that stronghold. The 
said ex-Taotai having been found guilty, 
in the first place, of having made no ade- 
quate preparations to resist the Japanese ; 
secondly, of failing to unite the various 
Generals in command of the forces at 
Port Arthur, although there was plenty 
of time to do so owing to the careful 
and slow approach of the enemy upon 
the fortress; and finally, of deserting 
twice in succession his post without 
making any exertion to preserve the place ; 
the President of the tribunal requests 
the Emperor’s authority to administer the 
last penalty upon Kung Chao-yao for the 
crimes named above, the time for his 
decapitation to be at the next autumnal 
criminal executions at Peking—September 
1895.—Rescript : Let it be as requested. 

7th March. 
IMPFRIAL DECREE. 

Decree commanding Pa-k ‘é-tan-pu, Vice- 
President of the Board of War, to make a 
careful inspection of the number of horses 
in the five mews of the Imperial stables. 
It has been reported that the animals 
stabled withinthe Palace for immediate Im- 
perial use number 511 horses, while those 
at the outer stables number 590 horses or a 
total of 1,101 horses connected with the 
Imperial stables. Pa-k’é-tan-pu is therefore 
commanded to take the first opportunity in 
the coming spring months to inspect each 
animal and report the result to the Throne. 


8th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
denounces Mao En-sui, Sub-prefect of 


| Pingtu, of cruel treatment in respect of 
| the carters whom he compelled by forcé 
to carry the baggage of the troops proceed 
ing to Tientsin while passing through his 
jurisdiction and when the said Sub-prefec! 
heard that he was liable to be remové' 
from his post, he actually allowed al 
the routine work of his yamén to bé 
neglected, and people coming to him 1 
have their rights protected were to wal 
for his successor, etc. The said Sub- 
prefect is forthwith cashiered and dismissé 
the service, as is also the acting Colonel 0 
the Taichuang regiment who has bee® 
found guilty of arawing pay for a lot of 
‘‘dummies” is his regiment. Li Ping-hen$ 
also denounces Teao Chen-yuen, the acting 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the right battalio® 
of the Tsinchien regiment for cowardic® 
on the ground that when ordered to take his 
battalion to Téngchow, the said Lieutenant 
Colonel used all sorts of subterfuges i? 
order to be excused from going to Téng’ 
chow. We therefore command that thé 
said Tsao Chen-yuen be degraded to thé 
rank of a Captain, as a punishment fof 
his fault. 

(2) Ch‘en Hsio is appointed Brigadier’ 
General of the Soochow and Sungkians 
Military Circuit of Kiangnan. 


9th March. 


HANDING OVER THE KUANGTUNG 
; GOVERNOR'S SEALS. 

Li Han-chang, Junior Guardian of thé 
Heir Apparent, an officer of the premief 
button and Viceroy of the Two Kuang’ 
reports that since the 20th of Septembe? 
last, he has been both Viceroy and Governof 
of Kuangtung and in everything he ha3 
always tried to do his best to deserve th? 
special favour of his Majesty, the Emperor: 
But now since his Majesty’s new appointe® 
to the Governorship of Kuangtungs 
Ma Pei-yao, has arrived at Canton, memo” 
rialist notified the said officer that he wa’ 
willing to hand over the seals of the said post 
whenever the said new Governor was read 
to take them over. This was accordingl¥ 
done on the 26th of February last. His 
Majesty is therefore asked to take note 0 
this as from that date forth memorialist i8 
responsible to the Throne as Viceroy only 
of Kuangtung province.—Re-cript ; Noted- 

10th March. 
A DECREPIT TARTAR-GENERAL, 

I-k‘é-tang-2, Tartar-general of the Hei- 
lungchiang contingent, reports that owing 
to his advancing age, ill-health and thé 
constant wear and tear day and nigh? 
required of him as chief of an army i? 
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a field opposing an active enemy, he 
an found himself weaker than ever 
Constantly requires persons upon 
lo aL he could rely for fidelity and 
Bie ty to be about his person to 
Pport him whenever he has to move 
ph Memorialist hears that his ne- 
He u_ Ming-ngeh, a clerk in the 
Niderds of Censors, is now staying in the 
Onn vation of his Banner in retirement 
ing to being in mourning for his parent. 
senteere is nothing for him to do, at pre- 
an tee ootialiat prays his Majesty to per- 
onl 1s nephew to come to Manchuria in 
i €r to be with memorialist as a confiden- 
ie issistant. —Rescript : Let it be as re- 
pi ed and let the Board of Civil A ppoint- 
tuts take note of the same. 


llth March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


ad) Appointing a number of officials to 
ti © metropolitan and provincial administra- 
Ons, 
(2) Chi Ch‘ang is appointed prefect of 
Chinhuafu, Chékiang. EE 
b 8 The Board of Revenue reports on 
whalf of Pin Ju, the Superintendent of 
of deat Sahukou, Great Wall, that his year 
ee there has expired and that over 
above the regulation amount required 
Yearly of the Sahuk‘ou Customs, the said 
ext Ju had brought back with him an 
Xcess of Tis. 4,663, Let the said sum be 
pended to the Treasury of the Privy Purse, 
nee being no necessity of presenting this 
Sney to the said Pin Ju on this occasion. 


12th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


aw, The Forbidden Precincts should be 
$ Pt free from irresponsible outsiders, but 
"n several occasions the laziness and 
bid way of guarding the gates of the For- 
saree City enabled certain outsiders to 
ta r the precincts. With reference 
ea we have already issued a decree 
J9lning the officers of the Imperial 
str on duty at the gates to exercise 
} Tiet Scrutiny over all persons entering or 
*aving the Palace grounds. We, appre- 
ending that through lapse of time, the 
id guards may perhaps be again lax in 
‘ir duties, therefore once more issue 
ee Present edict reiterating our previous 
ing mands in respect to the careful guard- 
we of the Palace gates, and once again 
t arn the Colonels and Generals in charge 
-. Creof that they will be severely punished 
tho have occasion in the future to remind 
€m again of their duties. 


(2) The 10th of April next (3rd moon 
16th day) being the time set apart for 
the celebration of the annual ceremony of 
ploughing the ‘‘Imperial Acre” with the 
Emperor's own hands assisted by the 
Princes, Dukes and Officers of the Nine 
Ministries, in honour of the birthday an- 
niversary of the God of Agriculture, be it 
known to our Court that on that day we 
ourselves will proceed to the said ground 
and perform our duty there, as an en- 
couragement to the agriculturists of this 
empire. 


DENOUNCING A COWARDLY OFFICIAL. 


Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
reports that Wang Han, the police magis- 
trate of Weihaiwei, in the district of 
Wénténghsien, upon the approach of the 
Japanese against Weihaiwei last January 
had the audacity to take away with him 
his family and belongings from his yamén 
at Weihaiwei, giving out to his superiors 
that he was sick and hence unable to attend 
to his duties, when in reality he had left 
through fear of the enemy. In consequence 
of his sudden departure from Weihaiwei, 
the people of that town become panic- 
stricken, thereby causing great confusion 
all around. As Weihaiwei, under the 
circumstances, was a very important post, it 
is apparent that the officers of the govern- 
ment could not have been too careful in 
their conduct in order to encourage the 
people under them and preserve order 
whenever possible. The criminal and 
pusillanimous conductof Wang Han merits, 
therefore, no leniency at his Majesty’s 
hands. Memorialist, therefore, asks that 
his Majesty may command Wang Han’s 
instant dismissal from the public service 
and that he be also cashiered for his cow- 
ardice-—Rescript: Let it be as requested 
and let the Board of Civil Appointments 
take note of the same. 


13th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Chang Hsii, Governor of Shansi, 
complains of the degraded chehsien of 
Hsinghsien, Cheng Ta-tien, who owing 
Tls. 7,000, odd, and over 700 wiculs of rice 
belonging to the revenues of Hsinghsien 
failed to refund them to the Provincial 
Treasury. Such conduct is extremely 
reprehensible and we command that Cheng 
Ta-tien be forthwith cashiered and im- 
prisoned until he hands over every cash he 
owes to the government. 

(2) Tén Ch‘én having been appointed to 
the command of the brigade of the 
Imperial Guards recently despatched to 
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the Southern Hunting Parks, his post 
of Commander of the left wing of the 
‘Vanguard of the Imperial Guards is hereby 
given to Kuo Lé-ming for the time being. 

(3) Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of 
the Liangkiang, states that he has been 
asked by a number of the gentry and 
notables of Kiangsu province to request 
permission of the Throne to allow them to 
raise funds for the building of a memorial 
temple at Soochow in honour of Sung 
Chiin, late Governor of Chékiang, but 
previous to that also Governor of Kiangsu. 
‘he petitioners have been compelled to 
pray for this favour owing to their re- 
collection of the many benefits the people 
of Kiangsu and of Soochow especially 
received from the wise and beneficient 
government of the deceased official. As 
the request has been preferred for a worthy 
object and as a testimonial of gratitude, 
we hereby grant the notables and gentry 
of Kiangsu their request, and further 
order that in the future the local authori- 
ties of Soochow shall also sacrifice at the 
new memorial temple every spring and 
autumn. 

(4) Ch‘en chau-ngao is hereby appointed 
Taotai of the Ch‘-Ning Intendancy of 
Shansi. 


THE DECAPITATION LIST OF SHANTUNG. 


Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
states that in obedience to instructions 
from the Board of Punishments to present 
an annual statement of the number of 
summary executions of armed robbers 
made in Shantung province, memorialist 
now humbly begs to be allowed to send in 
said list for the past year.(1894). The 
said list furnished by Sung Lin, the 
Provincial Judge, gives the number as 
thirty-seven who have been summarily 
executed in Shantung during the year 
1894, all of whom were either caught red- 
handed with arms in their hands or upon 
a robbery having taken place had been 
tracked and captured by the troops and 
yamén runners. Memorialist having made 
a careful inspection of the records apper- 
taining to this portion of the judicial 
procedure of the province, finds that the 
Provincial Judge’s report is correct.—Re- 
script: Let the Board of Punishments take 
aote. 

14th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With regard to the recommendation of 
the Board of Civil Appointments to the 
effect that the expectant department magis- 
trate, Wang Sieh-hou, wishes to be allowed 
to join one of the high officers in command 


of the armies in the field opposing the 
enemy, in whatever capacity we may 
desire, we hereby command that the said 
Wang Sieh-hou remain where he is as there 
is no necessity fur his services at the front 
for the present. 


A CLAN FIGHT, 


The whole of this day’s Gazette is occupt- 
ed with the report of Wang Lien, acting 
Governor of Hunan, upen.a case whicl 
happened on the 24th of April, 1894, ip 
which the T‘ang and Ch‘en clans belonging 
to the district of Luchti, Huuan, rose uP’ 
in rebellion against their chehsien who ha 
arrested some of their number for collect- 
ing land taxes illegally from the people © 
Luch‘ihsien. The two clans went ina body 
to the chehsien’s yamén and forcibly took 
away their clansmen from the prison, at 
then one of the rescued prisoners who ha 
a special grudge against the chehsiew’s 
body servant gathered a number of his 


rescuers to make a separate search for his 


enemy. In the first case firearms weré 
used, by the clansmen and a number of the 
local soldiery were wounded, but noné 
fatally, In the second instance, thé 
rowdies in their search for the chehsien’s 
servant happening to break into a room 
occupied by a secretary of the magistrate, 
began to beat hiin with clubs. The secre 
tary held on to one of his attackers and iD 
spite of a number of blows with clubs 
would not release his hold on the man- 
As some soldiera were heard coming to thé 
rescue one of the rowdies plunged his 
spear into the body of the secretary, wh? 
then immediately let go his hold, whe? 
another rowdy brained him with an axe t? 
prevent future identification. By diligent 
enquiry, however, the Hunan authorities 
have succeeded in unravelling the whole 
case, and various sentences of death of 
banishment have been pronounced 0? 
twenty-five of the most active of the 
clansmen in the riot. The origin of the 
riot was owing tothe chehsten of Luch‘i 
opening official tax offices in lieu of the 
illegal way of collection hitherto prevalent 
and allowed by former magistrates. Hencé 
the said chehsien has been absolved of all 
blame in the matter, as well as the other 
local civil and military officials who were 
prompt in putting down the riot an 

arresting the ringleaders.—Rescript: Let 
the Board of Funishments report speedily 


thereon. 
15th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Shan Lao haying received permissio® 
to retire owing to the death of his parent, 
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is aa of Commander of the Bordered 
Banner of the Imperial Guards is 
temporarily to Chtang Sui. 

(2) With reference to the Lieutenant- 
ae talship of the Hanchiin White Banner 
te held by this officer it is to be given 

"porarily to Duke Tsai Lan. 


THE SHANSI GOVERNORSHIP. 


given 


hehang Hsii, Governor of Shansi, reports 


Ei Teceipt on the 14th of February last of 
18 Majesty’s decree of the 5th of the same 
beath sent him through Imperial courier 
ni the Board uf Civil Appointments, com- 
sanding him to hand over the seals of his 
shin norship to the temporary guardian- 
-2.of Hu Pting-chih, the Provincial 
*4surer, and proceed with all haste to 
Ing fur an audience with his Majesty. 
°bedience therefore to the Imperial 
Seale nds memorialist handed over his 
inst to his Treasurer on the 5th of March, 
canntt and has decided to start for the 
metal on the morning of the 13th of the 


onth,— Rescript: Noted. 


16th March. 


GRanp REVIEW OF THE GARRISON OF 
FOOCHOW. 


meen Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Min-ché 
ten tuces and Viceroy-elect of Szech‘uan, 
oe the result of his grand inspection 
abo Winter of the troops stationed in and 
capi the suburbs of the city of Foochow, 
ae of Fukien province. The troops 
Pa consisted of the viceregal and 
farp ratorial guards and the sedentary 
ba aa of Foochow city, numbering eight 
ore ons. The Ch‘uanfu regiment of 
Gp 8" drilled troops consisting of three, 
thy ht, left and centre battalions ; and 
Stns attalions of the Hung regiment be- 
tobe oS to the coast defence corps, or a 
“lof thirteen battalions or 6,500 men. 
Inte. tifle and field gun practice of the 

£r tive battalions were especially good 
® the regularity and precision ob- 
abo. le in their manoeuvres was also 
Wet average. The first-named eight 
tice alions showed much activity and prac- 
and in the sword and target evolutions, 
argh eit officers upon being examined in 
showed? 08 foot and on horseback, also 
3 ¥ed proficiency in their work. On the 
i © memorialist wishes to put on record 
of th occess of the winter grand inspection 
ieee Foochow troops and he has pleasure 

recommending the deserving officers to 
Noted Ajesty’s gracious notice. escript: 


17th March. 


IMPERIAL DFCREE. 


Wu Ta-cheng, Governor of Hunan, As- 
sistant Imperial High Commissioner of War 
operations and Commander-in-Chief of a 
whole army corps, has been found culpable 
of unseemly boasting, laxity in providing 
for the safety of his army and unmilitary 
conduct. For this he has already been 
ordered to be turned over to the Board of 
Civil Appointments for the determination 
of a penalty. But this apparently is too 
light for grave faults such as these. Hence 
we command that he be immediately 
deprived of his title of Assistant Imperial 
High Commissioner of War operations and 
forthwith come to Peking to await the 
report of the Boards upon his conduct and 
the pleasure of the Throne. 


BRIGANDS, 


The whole of this day’s Gazette is occupied 
with the report of the Governor of Shansi 
upon the trial and summary decapitation 
of members of two bands of brigands in 
that province ; five out of ten having been 
captured and executed belonging to one 
band and four belonging to another band 
of seven having suffered: the same fate. 
As the law provides that whenever half or 
more than half of the members of a band 
of robbers be captured by the local au- 
thorities where such robberies took place, 
they shall be exempted from denunciation 
by the Governor of the province, the 
memorialist points this out to the Emperor 
and requests that the magistrates of 
Ch‘uyao and Yangch‘ii be absolved from 
degradation and dismissal from their posts. 
Rescript: Let the Boards concerned report 
speedily thereon. 


18th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Decree committing to the Boards for 
determination of penalties a large number 
of Manchu and Mongol officers connected 
with the Peking gendermarie, who have 
been denounced by their Captain-General 
for having been lazy and lax in their duties ; 
for having failed to arrest thieves and 
robbers reported to them within the pre- 
scribed limit of time allowed such cases ; 
and for having in many cases shirked their 
duties by refusing to report said robberies 
and thefts at headquarters, as they are 
required to do whenever such outrages are 
reported to them by the victims. 
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agi 


19th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Board of War praying us to appoint 
examiners for the Manchu competitors of 
the metropolitan or chinchth degree let 
Prince Tsai Ying and K‘un Kang, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Rites, act as Examin- 
ers in archery on horseback and on foot, 
and 


(2) Let Kéng Yih act as literary Exam- 
iner of the said competitions. 


(3) Appointing a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. 


SUPPRESSING THE SECRET SOCIETIES IN 
KUANGTUNG. 


Li Han-chang, Junior Guardian of the 
Heir Apparent, an officer of the Civil 
Premier button and Governor-General of 
the Two Kuang provinces, reports in a 
postscript memorial the successful sup- 
pression of a secret society in Luichow- 
fu, Kuangtung, under the jurisdiction 
of Yang Wén-chiin, Taotai of the Lui- 
ch‘ung Circuit, (Luichowfu on the main- 
land and Hainan island), and the ar- 
rest of the founders of the said society. 
Shortly after the arrival of memorialist at 
Canton, a few years ago, an insurrection 
arose in Kuangtung through the agitations 
of the chiefs of a certain secret society 
named Tséng Lu, Yii Ch‘uan, Liang Ch‘i- 
pao, Ho Fei-an and others, aJl of whom 
were captured after several battles and 
skirmishes. These men were all beheaded 
for their crimes, and their fate seemed to 
have intimidated others from disturbing the 
country for some time; but at the same 
time it was of the utmost necessity to put 
the local authorities, civil and military, 
constantly on the alert so as to crush any 
rising in the bud. Recently, however, 
memorialist begs to report that he has 
received successive petitions from chehsieus 
of Haik‘ang, Suich‘i, and Shihch‘éng 
districts belonging to Liuchow prefecture 
reporting the existence of a secret society 
and their armed incursions into the 
districts named above. Upon rescript of 
these petitions memorialist at once ordered 
the immediate despatch of the left battalion 
belonging to the Ch‘ungchow (Hainan 
island) Brigade to the scene of the dis- 
orders to co-operate with the local garri- 
son and militia regiments for the suppres- 
sion of the said society which was called 


the Hungyi T'ang (HE aE) or Society 


holding the tenets and aims of the Huns 
clan, 7.e., the clan from whence sprang 


Hung Hsiu-ch ‘ian (Be ¥ &) the Fout’ 


der of the Taiping dynasty, uaually called 
the Chief of the Taiping rebels. After 
considerable fighting and difficulty H? 
Kuo-sheng and Ho Kuo-ching were ca?’ 
tured and confessed to having been thé 
originators of the Hungyi Tang beariné 
the titles of Senier Brother and Junio" 
Brother, respectively, of the said society: 
They also confessed to having been able: 
by collecting a large number of member: 
to pillage and reb the countryside fo 8 
considerable extent. Upon this these tw? 
men were forthwith executed and the res 
of the brotherhood being without a hea 
have now dispersed. But as the secre 
societies to which Kuangtung province ¥ 
prone are a standing menace to the peac? 
of the people thereof memorialist continue 
to exhort his subordinates to unabate 
zeal and vigilance in their duties, so 8° 
to nip any incipient rebellion in thé 
bud. Furthermore he has ordered th? 
said left battalion to remain at Suich ‘ihsie" 
for the time being in order to patrol th? 
district and search for any of the remaining 
members of the society who may not havé 
disbanded. As sucha serious disturban¢ 
has been quelled within so short a tim? 
the memorialist thinks that the chié 
officials who directed the movement of th? 
troops should be rewarded by his Majesty 
especially as this case fits in with thé 
regulations covering such matters. He hes 
therefore to pray for the Imperial sanctio? 
ere taking upon himself to name the mos! 
deserving.—Rescript: Li Han-chang ‘s 0” 
lowed to select several of the most worthy *! 
zeal and activity who suppressed the sa! 
society while at the same time he is cautioné 
to take care not to be indisc: iminate. 


20th March. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Emperor and Court began wearing 
sheep-skin robes for the first time, th! 
morning. 


The greater part of this day’s Gazette 1° 
filled with the memorial of Li Han-chang 
Viceroy of the Two Kuangs, requesting 
the usual promotions for the military 
officials of the territorial army and navy of 
Kuangtung, who performed their duties 
without fault or censure during the pre 
ceding four years, followed by a list of 
some 200 names of those deserving 68!¢ 
promotions. 


Mar. 21—29,] 


21st March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Wén Pih, President of the Military 
rrthives Bureau, is granted his desire of 
‘Zning oftice owing to prolonged illness. 


R 
OBBERY FROM A MONASTERY ACCOMPANIED 
BY MURDER OF 4 BUDDHIST PRIEST. 


u Yiin, Governor of Anhui, reports the 
ture of five out of seven men concerned 
ae tobbery of the Kungchi Buddhist 
th, Mastery in Huoyanghsien, Anhui, and 

at he has sentenced the whole five to 
Pltation owing first to the murder by 
®in of the abbot of the monastery, Chih 
the ieee and secondly in accordance with 
oie aw that a band of men having at least 
: robe with them when captured after 
with bery should be summarily beheaded 

Ont reference to chief or follower. 

*se men were mostly armed with fire- 
™s the others having clubs. Upon coming 
Outs; ® monastery three men remained 
bie the gate to keep watch and to 
thow” off the booty to be handed out by 
entre who entered the walls. The 
abh ance of the four men aroused. the 
re who began to give the alarm when 
os ‘uan, one of the four, struck him 
ena With a club the blow proving fatal and 
o bled the robbers to gather a quantity 

Silver and cash as well as the best vest- 
a t8 aud canonicals of this Buddhist 
sh tlonary. Most of the latter were sub- 
robpently recovered. ‘The six and seventh 
lec being still at large memorialist 
ti poe urgent orders to the local military 
seri ‘asten their capture. Owing to the 
haye sness of their crimes the robbers 
the put themselves out of the pale of 
Em act of clemency of H.I.M. the 
With eS" Dowager, the deed having occurred 
cle in the period covered by the Imperial 
My vency. Memorialist now awaits his 
sen StY'8 pleasure as to the justice of the 

‘ences passed on the robbers aforesaid. 
rep et ipt: Let the Bourd of Punishments 
Port spedily thereon. 

22nd March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

of) Wang Wén-shao, acting Viceroy of 
“Uhh, requests on behalf of Wan Pei- 
ng, Taotai of the Yungting Intendency, 
mauission to resign from office owing to 
we onged illness. His wish is granted and 
th Now appoint Lii Yao-tou to fill the post 

48 vacated. 
ty? P‘u Ting is appointed President of 
® Court of Ceremonial Worship. 
(3) Shih Shuh is appointed President of 
® Military Archives Bureau. 


Cap 
in 
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th 
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th 
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WU TA-CHENG AND GENERAL SUNG CH‘ING. 


Ngeh-la-ho-pu, Senior Guardian of the 
Heir Apparent, Junior Grand Secretary and 
Comptroller-geneval of the Board of War, 
reports the receipt by the President of his 
Board of his Majesty’s edict of the 8th of 
March, handed through the Grand Council of 
War, and containing the following sacred in- 
structions :—‘‘ On the present occasion the 
bandits (Japanese) were reported to have 
madearush on thecity of Newchwang where 
the Siang Army (Hunanese troops) came 
into collision with them for the first time 
in this war, but before whom they im- 
mediately collapsed being routed by the 
enemy and forced to retreat. Now Wu 
Ta-cheng, holding as he did the position 
of Chief of the said Army has been 
guilty of uttering boastful words which 
he could not make good when the time 
came to prove them. On the contrary 
when the enemy made their appearance 
he was at a loss what to do to provide 
for the safety of his troops and the country, 
held by them. In consequence of this 
Wu Ta-cheng has been instrumental in 
destroying the honour of the army. On 
the other hand Sung Ch ‘ing (the Generalis- 
simo of the Huai Army—Liangkiang 
troops,) states that owing to the loss of 
Newchwang he was compelled to take his 
whole army with him to defend the im- 
portant position of Tienchuangt'‘ai and in 
so doing uncovered the foreign settlement 
at Yingk‘ou thereby enabling the bandits 
to capture that port. Sung Ch‘ing and Wu 
Ta-cheng have both confessed their faults 
and acknowledged that they deserve severe 
penalties at our hands. Indeed the defeats 
they have suffered through ineptitude and 
want of combination entitle them to no 
leniency at our hands ; but we are willing 
to exercise our Imperial prerogative of 
mercy and leniency once again and hence 
commute their sentences to the simple one 
of determining their penalties from the 
report of the Board of War who are to 
investigate their conduct in the matter 
stated above.” Memorialist upon reading 
his Majesty’s sacred instructions at 
once set about searching the archives 
for precedents governing the cases of 
the two civil and military high officials 
against whom penalties are to be deter- 
mined and he finds that in the case of 
a Provincial Commander-in-Chief (Sung 
Ch‘ing) who does not lead his troops at 
once to the rescue of a coast port (case of 
Yingk‘ow) when attacked by pirates from 
the sea (Japanese) the penalty is degrada- 
tion of two steps of rank but still to retain 
command until after the ousting of the 
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pirates when he is to be transferred to a 
lower post immediately after the Board of 
War conjointly with the Board fo Civil Ap- 
pointments shall have collected all the evi- 
dence relating to said case and reported the 
same to the Throne. As for the civil high 
officer incommand atsaid time, memorialist, 
after consultation with the Civil Board, finds 
that Wu Ta-cheng should be degraded three 
steps and transferred, or if he is to be still 
retained in Manchuria his dismissal from 
the civil post isto be in abeyance until the 
war be over when, in conjunction with the 
Board of Civil Appointments, the said Wu 
Ta-cheng shall await the joint report of the 
two Boards upon all the evidence obtainable 
covering his conduct during the whole war. 
Memorialist having obtained the approval 
of the Board of Civil Appointments to the 
above recommendations now awaits his 
Majesty’s consent to the same.—The Re- 
script to this memorial wall be fund i the 
Gazette translations of the 25th March. 


23rd March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing a number of Censors for 
the current year. 

(2) Permission granted to 530 new Chu- 
jén graduates to attend the test examina- 
tions to qualify them for the Palace Kx- 
aminations to be held for the Chinshih or 
Metropolitan degree. 

(3) Owing to the incessant rains last 
year in the vicinity of the capital the 
districts of Yiitien and Lot‘ing and the 
sub-prefecture of Luanchow in  Chihli 
province have suffered more than all 
others from the effects of inundation and 
famine. In our pity and sympathy for the 
great distress of our people we have time 
and again sent money from the Privy Purse 
as well as set apart portions of the tribute 
rice, for distribution tu relieve the stricken 
districts ; but it depends entirely upon the 
honesty and zeal of such local officials 
as the Chehsiens, and sub-prefects to pro- 
perly supplement our charity by the honest 
and careful carrying out of our wishes. Iu 
this way, only, can we be sure that the 
vast expenditure of treasure and grain 
again and again decreed by us for distribu- 
tion shall be properly dispensed and find 
their true channels to relieve the distressed. 
But even now famine and distress still 
exist, nor is harvest within measurable 
distance, while on the other hand our 
armies are accumulating in the famine 
districts and the duty of the agriculturist 
seems more difficult than ever. We have 
therefore to anticipate and hence command 
Wang Wén-shao, acting Viceroy of Chihli, 


(Mar. 22—24. 


te set to work at once to collect the neces 
sary funds and cereals for distribution 1” 
the districts above named and send befure 
hand reliable and honest officers to the dis 
tressed districts to investigate the place 
that will need charity the most so that whe? 
the opportunity arrives the governmel! 
will be able to effect relief onthe spot. W® 
would also enjoin upon Wang Wén-shao 
be on the alert to denounce any perso! 
who shall dare to take advantage of thé 
occasion to peculate the government funds 
and rice for his private benefit. 


24th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Ts‘i Lan, Censor of the Norther 
City, has recommended certain of the ge” 
try and heads of the trained bands of 
city for their activity and ability in causi0S 
the arrest of a number of robbers wh? 
have infested that portion of the Capital: 
Let the Board of Civil Appointments co” 
sult on the same and report to us. 

(2) Jui Hsiin, Vice-Chancellor of thé 
Imperial Academy, complains of the reck 
less manner in which the provincial hig 
authorities recommend posthumous honou® 
and memorial temples for deceased officials 
in many cases of which the former havé 
apparently been actuated by the thought® 
of family ties or former friendship to m& 
morialise on behalf of the latter. This 
should not be so; and if what the Vice 
Chancellor said is true great confusion a 
unnecessary rewards must doubtless hav® 
been conferred upon undeserving officia! 
or upon those whose rank at the time they 
died did not entitle them to such favours 
from the Imperial hand. We would there 
fore enjoin upon our officers and minister 
that in the future they exercise due cal® 
in selecting proper subjects for such re 
commendations and they should also bé 
warned that, if it should be found that 
they have recommended unworthy persons 
for posthumous honours and temples they 
will be denounced for the fault and bé 
severely penalised. 


FILIAL PIETY, 

Hsii Cthi, Literary Chancellor of 
Kuangtung, reports that having completed 
his tour of examinations of the licentiateS 
of the province, he has some Spare tinie 
of his hands which he wishes to utilise fur 
the purpose of properly burying his pareuts 
in the ancestral cemetery, but whose 
remains are now lying in Jukaohsien it 
Kiangsu. The memorialist is by ancestry 
a native of Hangchow, Chékiang. His 
ancestor Sien Ch‘en at the time of the 


Mar, 24—25,) 
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matanee of the Manchus into China was 
© President of the Board of Civil 
pp Pointments by the first Manchu Em- 
Hea’ Shiinchih, while Sien Ch‘én’s son 
ta 4 Ch‘ao was made third Grand Secre- 
Ke. of the empire during the reign of 
a ne si. Another ancestor received from 
hi Ueceeding Emperor the privilege upon 
emise of being buried with semi- 
eee honours in revoguition of his 
in ices to the State. All of these dis- 
the pened ancestors were entombed in 
of qenily cemetery just outside the walls 
ut € Jénho district of Hangchow city. 
tebe|g Pom the entrance of the Taiping 
capt 8 into Chékiang and consequent 
fa Ure of Hangchow, the grandmother, 
rialist’ mother and uncles of the memo- 
he all fled to the neighbouring pro- 
in y of Kiangsu and settled temporarily 
cof, ukaohsien Where they had their 
guila temporarily placed in the Chékiang 
atta of that city. When memorialist 
the hed the aye of manhood he ruse by 
dep 2 Ce of his Majesty to the literary 
ag. Cf & Hanlin aud he was retained 
ty member of the Hanlin Academy for 
ee years ab the end of which he 
’Ppointed last year to the Literary 


I 
altpncellorship of Kuangtuny. Hence 
by push extremely anxious, and urged 
Co fac feelings of filial piety, to carry the 


S of his parents, grand-parent and 

Ung P H Pp 
cnc’ to the ancestral cemetery at Hang- 
es his duty to the State all these years 
of prevented him from following the bent 
18 own will and desires. Now, how- 
> there, is an opportune moment for him 
hig = this filial duty owing to the leisure on 
f hands. As the journey by steamer 
‘ Canton to Shanghai is short, and 
from vy carry the cottins of his people 
anoth ukaohsien to Hangchow will occupy 
aict few days, memorialist prays his 
of Jesty to allow him one month's leave 
thig sence in order that be may perform 
ist quecessary act of filial piety. Memorial- 
Wily (oS Rot ask for government aid but 


Saved oy for the whole with the money 


u allo 


ever 


Tom 
hat 


from his salary. —Rescript : Hsii Ch*i 
wed one month’s leave of abseice. 
OFFICIAL ETIQUETTE. 
kigstang Chih-tung, Viceroy of the Liang- 
mi Provinces, reports that according to 
He | etiquette near relatives cannot hold 
old 'n the same province, the relative 
ive ws inferior rank being compelled to 
Dogy 2%, £0 the one holding the superior 
Souivaine ask to be transferred to an 
Up alent post in a neighbouring province. 
Memorialist coming to Nanking 


from Wuchang he found that he had a 
nephew—Chang Ch‘ii—who was holding 
the post of Chehsien of Chiating-hsien 
(Kading) and a grand nephew, Chang 
Mu-ch‘ing, who held the rank of expectant 
Chehsten of Kiangsu. These two by right 
have to give way to the memorialist aud 
to this end memorialist ‘soon after taking 
over the seals of his Viceroyship told the 
Provincial Treasurer to notify the two 
officers concerned of the fact and also to 
send a substitute to Kading to take Chang 
Ch‘ii’s place.—Rescript: Let the Board of 
Civil Appointments take note. 

25th March. 

IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the report of the 
Boards of War and of Civil Appointments 
upon the conduct of the high officers in 
command of our armies in Manchuria, they 
recommend in the case of General Sung 
Ch‘ing, that ‘‘this officer having at the 
head of his army been repeatedly defeated 
and on the present occasion failed to defend 
Tienchuangtai successfully against the 
impetuous bandits insomuch that Yingk‘ow 
(foreign settlement of Nomeeweng) also 
fell into their hands, the said Sung Ch‘ing 
should by law be degraded two steps of rank 
and transferred tv another and lower post.” 
As a matter of fact this penalty is too 
light to cover Sung Ch ‘ing’s delinquencies 
as he deserves all this and more. But we 
are willing to exercise our prerogative of 
mercy and leniency and be the dispenser 
cf true justice, hence we commute the 
penalty recommended by the said Boards 
to that of stripping Sung Ch‘ing of his rank 
but at the same time he is to be allowed to 
retain his post in command of his army. 
We have done so in consideration of 
the fact that Sung Ch‘ing was attacked by 
the bandits (Japanese) -at Tienchuangtai 
before he had time to get his army into 
position, and that although attacked under 
difficulties by superior forces his officers 
and troups were able to offer a determined 
front and caused the enemy considerable 
loss in the battle near that town. The 
penalty recommended in the case of Wu 
‘Ta-chéng is that “he should be degraded 
three steps of rank and transferred to 
an inferior and commensurate post.” 
Although Wu Ta-chéng was guilty of brag 
and empty boasts and fled disgracefully 
with his troops at the first attack of the 
bandits at Newchwang, and fully deserves 
the penalty recommended by the said 
Boards, we are inclined to mercy having 
the fact before us that when in Hunan, 
Wu Ta-chéng was patriotic enough to give 


up his post of Governor and was the first 
to volunteer to lead an army to fight the 
enemies of his country. At Tienchuangtai, 
also, after the route at Newchwang, the 
troops of Wu Ta-chéng contributed their 
share of fighting against the enemy. 
Hence there are grounds for our leniency 
‘ and Wu Ta-chéng’s sentence is also com- 
inuted to the loss of rank but to retain 
command of his troops. Let the said 
Boards take note of the same. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty and the Imperial Court 
wore squirrel skin robes for the first time 
this season on the morning of this day.. 

No other papers of interest. 


26th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Wu Ta-chéng is ordered to proceed at 
once to resume his Governorship of Hunan; 
the order that he should come to Peking 
(from Manchuria) being hereby revoked. 


NIEH CHIH-KUEI, EX-TAOTAI OF SHANGHAI, 


Nieh Chih-kuei, an officer wearing the 
second rank button, newly-appvinted Pro- 
vincial Judge of Chékiang, reports as fol- 
lows :—On the 9th of March, 1894, memo- 
rialist, while Taotai of the Soo Sung Tai 
intendancy at Shanghai, received an Impe- 
rial decree appointing him Provincial Judge 
of Chékiang with the command to proceed 
at once for an audience at Peking. About 
this time, memorialist received orders from 
Liu Kun-yi, Viceroy of the Liangkiang 
provinces, stating that Shao Yu-lien, Go- 
vernor of Formosa, wished to avail of the 
presence of memorialist at Shanghai to 
take charge of the Supply Department of 
Formosa during the recent war with Japan. 
In consequence of this the Tsungli Ya- 
mén had been commanded by his Majesty 
to inform memorialist through the Nan- 
king Viceroy to remain at Shanghai for 
the nonce in order to assist the Governor 
of Formosa. Hence memorialist refrained 
from either proceeding to Peking or Hang- 
chow. In the meantime, however, Liao 
Shou-féng, Governor of Chékiang, memo- 
rialised his Majesty stating that the pro- 
vince of Chékiang was then just as much 
in need of able men as any other portion 
of his Majesty’s dominions and that as 
meniorialist had been appointed to that pro- 
vince it was his duty tu give his services to 
the province to which he had been ap- 
pointed. Hence the said Governor prayed 
his Majesty to send memorialist at once to 
Chékiang. Iu consequence of this me- 
morialist was ordered by edict to settle 
all matters passing through his hands 
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with reference to Formosan affairs. and 
proceed immediately to his Judgeship 
Chékiang and assist Liao Shou-feng in 
defensive measures of the said province: 
he being excused from going up to Peki0 
for audience. Memorialist did all that ¥% 
necessary in this matter and on the 21st ? 
February last arrived at Hangchow th 
capital of Chékiang. On the 26th of tb? 
same month memorialist in obedience 
the instructions of the Governor took o¥® 
the seals of his office as Provincial Judg* 
from Wang Tsu-kuang, the acting Judg® 
Memorialist therefore prays that his M* 
jesty will take note of the date when he 
took over the seals and responsibilities ° 
the Provincial Judgeship of Chékiang-~ 
Rescript: Noted. 


27th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Pao An is ordered to go as Comm!” 
sioner to inspect the affairs of the Mons” 
lian White Banner Reservation. 

(2) T‘ang Ts‘iin-shéng is appointed Ce” 
sor of the Shansi Circuit. * 

(3) Li Wei, Ai Sz-pu, I Sing-a, and th 
fifteen new chujén belonging to the variow, 
Tartar colonies in the provinces who pass? 
successfully their examinations in Manc) 
and Chinese translations, recently, 9% 
permitted to compete at the approachit# 
examinations in the same languages for t! 
chinshih or metropolitan degree to be he! 
at Peking. 

A FRATRICIDE, ‘ 

Luh Ch‘uan-lin, an officer ot the civil 
Premier button and Governor of Shens 
reports the sentences passed by him up0” 
a fratricide named Chan Shik-yuan ;_ 1! 
instigator and accomplice in the murdeh 
Chan Shih-yao; and another accompli¢? 
named Sung Hsing-fa. According to th? 
report of Chu Cheng-en, acting departme! 
magistrate of Fupingt‘ing, the murder to? 
place within his jurisdiction. ‘he murdere® 
man, Chan Shih-ying, and his murdere?? 
were all farmers and owned land exceP 
Sung Hsing-fa who was a hired servant 
Chan Shih-yao. The murdered man whe# 
alive was of a ferocious temper 4? 
overbearing disposition, in consequence of 
which all the neighbours feared hit 
and his second, third and fourth brothe! 
were only too glad upon attaining the! 
majority to divide up the property left 
by their parents and live apart fro” 
the eldest brother. The fratricide } 
this case was the youngest and too youn’ 
then to get his share of the property and 
so had to bear with the irascibility ° 
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his] 


root. dest. brother and live under his 


Botiiact tee he attained majority and 
brotheied Chan Shih-yuan tried to get his 
Dert €r to give him his share of the pro- 
eee? but so ferocious did Chan Shih-ying 
you me when this was mentioned that the 
bur est brother dared say nothing more 
feelin’ the same time harboured vindictive 
lag9 88 against the elder. In February 
Bras? the murdered man in burning the 
Blog hn a hill belonging to him prior to 
dows ing happened accidentally to burn 
Chan apo an adjoining shed belonging to 
tutio hih-yao. The latter demanded resti- 
Worst, and a fight ensued in which he got 
heights but the fight was stopped by the 
Chan Ours. This was the origin of 
Man Shih-yao’s hatred of the murdered 
- In the meantime the second, thirdand 

_ brothers left their village in order 
hr coming into contact with their 
asonable and ferocious elder brother. 
Yount uabble between the eldest and the 
rent Sest shortly afterwards about the 
wher of land was the climax reached 
reve eby the latter meditated schemes of 
time Ge on_his eldest brother. At this 
trate; han Liu-shih, the wife of the future 
"ieide returned to her mother’s home 
the eft her husband alone. Just then 
ext eldest wanted the youngest to pay 
lon Tent for some land which rightfully 
teem ert to him also but which the eldest 
Cha. d to have appropriated to himself. 
indy Shih-yao whose shed had been burnt 
Most ¢: that Chan Shih-yuan was now 
ady bitter against his eldest brother took 
i aan tage of the fact to tempt him and 
Shi agate him to assist in murdering Chan 
and “ying. The offer was eagerly accepted 
awa the pair began to arrange for putting 
Mar the cause of all their hatred. In 
cam ch that year (1892) the eldest brother 
the again to demand extra rent from 
dooye UBSest. and wanted him to sign a 
glag ment agreving to this. The youngest 
that the eldest had come to his house 
iesced and asked him to wait while he 
Het for a scribe to draw up the document. 
ang poo Went in search of Chan Shih-yao 
Now “eng him told him that there was 
ag a2 chance to settle up old scores 
at pohan Shih-ying was now stopping 
ay iS house. But as Chan Shih-ying was 
Wag nmensely powerful man Chan Shih-yao 
Shiptraid to attack him with only Chan 
int. Yuan to assist him. So he impressed 


i 
ae 1s service his hired labourer, Sung 
u 'Ng-fa. The latter refused at first ; bur 


Ae Chan Shih-yao threatening to accuse 
Bub 88 an accomplice if the murder was 
Sequently discovered, with a promise 


also of instant dismissal, Sung was forced 
to follow his master and Chan Shih-yuan 
to the latter’s house. Arrived there they 
found their victim asleep lying on the 
brick k‘ang (stove-bedstead) in the front 
room. As Chan Shih-yao was afraid 
that Sung would draw back and run away 
he signed to Sung to use his club first— 
they had armed themselves in the mean- 
time with thick clubs of hardwood. Un- 
able to draw back Sung dealt their sleeping 
victim a blow on the right temple while 
the others followed, dealing their blows 
with great rapidity fearing that the victim 
would rise up and strike back. During 
the scuffle Chan Shih-ying having managed 
to stand up was again struck a tremendous 
blow on the head and in falling got a 
gash on the left temple caused by the 
wooden frame of the kang breaking 
down. The fatal blow had now been 
struck by some one and Chan Shih- 
ying died immediately after his fall. 
The murderers then carried the body to a 
hill side and there buried him. As the 
k‘ang had blood spots on it and was half 
ruined in the struggle, the fratricide got 
the others to help him in removing 
it from the room. Upon his wife’s 
return from her mother’s she was as- 
tonished at the demolition of the kay 
and asked what was the matter. The 
murderer was compelled to tell her of the 
bloody deed and forced her to promise to 
say nothing. The anxiety felt for the 
safety of her husband naturally caused the 
woman to keep silence and so no guilt 
can be attached to her. No one dis- 
covered the murder and the fratricide 
and his accomplices were left un- 
touched. Just one year after the mur- 
der (Feruary 1893) Chan Shih-yao hap- 
pening to go into the hills to dig for 
some medicinal herbs came across the 
bones of his victim scattered about the 
place which made him presume that some 
wild animals had unearthed the buried 
body and devoured it. He then returned 
and informed Chan Shih-yuan of the 
fact and the two then returned to 
the hills and concealed the bones in 
an adjacent cave. In April the 
second brother Chan Shih-féng returned to 
the village and enquired from the youngest 
where the eldest had gone to. Chan Shih- 
yuan showed so much conscious guilt that 
the other’s suspicions were soon aroused 
and he taxed him with foul play. He soon 
obtained a confession and was besought to 
keep silence. But he refused and wenttore- 
port the matter to the authorities. Itseems 


_ that just prior to this, rumours of foul play 
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connected with the sudden disappearance 
of Chan Shih-ying had got to the ears of 
the department magistrate and warrants 
had already been issued for the arrest of 
Chan Shih-yuan. He confessed the names 
of his accomplices with the result that they 
also were arrested although an unsuccessful 
attempt at flight was made by both. The 
law provides the senteuce of death by the 
lingchth or slicing process in the case of an 
elder brother being murdered by ayounger, 
his first accomplice to decapitation at the 
following Autumn assizes and the second 
accomplice to death by strangulation. As 
the murder was done under horrible circum- 
stances and clearly premeditated, memo- 
rialist recommends that the execution of 
all three be summary without waiting for 
the Autumn Assizes.— Rescript: Let the 
Board of Punishme-ts report theveon. 


28th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Decree permitting 266 new chiijén 
graduates to compete at the approaching 
Metropolitan examinations for the chinshih 
degree. 

(2) Ming Chao, Superintendent of Cus- 
toms at Kalgan, reports that the excess 
this year at the expiration of his term of 
office has not come up to the amount 
required by law and he prays that he be 
exempted from paying for the whole loss, 
etc., Let the Ts. 3,943 odd, excess money, 

‘handed in by Ming Chao be turned over to 
the Treasurer of the Privy Purse and let 
the board of Revenue report upon Ming 
Chao’s prayer. 


29th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Fu K‘un, Grand Secretary and Comp- 
troller-general of the Board of Civil 
Appointments, reports that his illness has 
not been cured and hence prays that he 
might be allowed to resign his post in 
order that the duties connected therewith 
might not suffer by his absence. Fu K‘un 
is allowed three months’ extra leave of 
absence, there being no necessity for his 
retiring from office. 

(2) The Board of War is commanded to 
report upon the memorial of the Captain- 
General of Gendarmes recommending pro- 
motions to members of his force who 
have distinguished themselves in capturing 
robbers. 

(3) Let the 23rd of April be the day for 
the changing of official summer hats for the 
winter hats now being worm throughout 
the Empire. 


30th March. 
IMPERIAL DECRER. 


Appointing a number of officers to thé 
Metropolitan and Provincial Administ?® 
tions. 

RECRUITING FOR CHANG CHIH-TUNG'S 

NEW ARMY. 

Wang Lien, Provincial Treasurer of 
Hunan and acting Governor, reports rece!P 
of his Majesty’s Rescript consenting ‘ 
Chang Chih-tung’s suggestion to raise s!* 
extra battalions of Hunan troops as thé 
nucleus of a new army to be temporarily 
in Yaochow to await orders from thé 
said Viceroy. As according to the rep'™ 
of Lou Yiin-ch‘ing, Provincial Co” 
mander-in-Chief of Hunan, there 2 
already 1,250 men belonging to the new!Y 
raised Ch‘ing brigade which might b? 
utilised for the Viceroy Chang’s purpos® 
it only remains to enlist another 250 me? 
to make up 1,500 men or three fv 
battalions now called the, First Middle 
First Right and First Left battalion 
of the Ch‘ing Brigade. And then 
enlist another 1,500 men to be calle 
the Second Middle, Second Right a 
Second Left battalion of the said Ch ‘in8 
Brigade. In addition to these there must 
be raised a bodyguard of 300 men for thé 
Commander-in-Chief of this Brigade. Th" 
bodyguard it has been decided shall b? 
commanded by an officer who shall als 
act as chief of the military secretariat ° 
the Brigade. In addition to the Chie 
Commander there should be two divisio® 
generals to command three battalions eac). 
The first three battalions had their ful! 
complement of officers and men complete¢ 
on the 27th of November, 1894. The Second 
three battalions and the bodyguard wet? 
fully enlisted by the 12th of Decembe! 
last, and the proper number of ofticet 
appointed to them. They will be paid 
accordance with Siang Army regulations 
until they receive their marching order 
when extra war allowances will be give? 
the Brigade. Memorialist was compelle 
to utilise the Ch‘ing Brigade owing to the 
scarcity of proper arms in the province fot 
the new brigade and the dearth of money 
in the provincial Treasury to pay for 3,0! 
extra men.—Rescript: Let the Board of 
Revenue take note. 

31st March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Assistant Grand Secretary Hs! 
T'ung is appointed Chief Examiner an 
Chi Hsiu, Li Wén-tien, and T'ang Chia- 
Ch‘ung are appointed Assistant Examiner 
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of the 
dearee, 


ms Bi and 4) Appointing a number of 
Hine ary examiners for the same examina- 
‘5) As Chi Heiu has been appointed an 
nee Examiner, K‘un Kang is to be 
inte President of the Mongolian Super- 
®udeney in his stead pro tem. 
(6) Sheu En-chia is appointed acting 
age President of the Court of Censors 
tion a Yang Yi’s absence in the Examina- 
n Hall. 
pf) Wéng Tung-ho is to act also as 
: Sident of the Board of Civil Appoint- 
. nts during Hsii T‘ung’s absence at the 
aminations. 
Proc: Yong Hui is to act pro tem. as ‘Vice- 
de Sident of the Mongolian Superinten- 
oe iu the absence of P‘u Liang, and 
vf ) Liao Shou-heng is to act_pro tem. as 
Li We resident of the Board of Rites during 
€n-tien’s absence at the examinations. 
, THE FAMINE IN CHIBLI. 
repvang Wén-shao, acting Viceroy of Chihli, 
in pit that owing to the general distress 
ing ‘ihli province caused by the rains and 
ndations he has used government funds 
ed ting to Tls. 130,000 during the pre- 
: og autumn of 1894, in order partly to 
dig, Stain for distribution in the famiue 
coe and partly to pay people from these 
tiles Willing to work for wages in 
4g up breaches in the embankments 
Used by the floods. For this purpose 
8. 50,040 were disbursed.—Rescript : Let 
° Bo rd of Revenue tuke rote. 
Ist April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
on tts Chih-tung complains of the 
Ca uct of the officer commanding the 
at ronese troops stationed at the west 
t of the city of Chinkiang. It appears 
wit] the aforesaid troops got into a quarrel 
i, tthe local rowdies and a riot ensued 
We rhich the commanding officer, Chang 
Whe was unable to keep order and also 
; €n the superior officers of the regiment 
, Which these men belonged appeared on 
ae Scene of the riot the said soldiers re- 
Sted their authority and would not return 
is Vet barracks. Such lack of discipline 
Wholly due to the ofticer commanding 
log matinaus men and cannot be over- 
with ed. Chang Wu is, therefore, forth- 
Ge ‘cashiered. We further command the 
Bont in command of the Cantonese 
therrde at Chinkiang, Li Sien-yi, to try 
‘utinous soldiers by conrt-martial and 


miler the guilty ones according to 
Wtary law. 


chiijen candidates for the chinshih 


e 


vv, 
i) 


A PATRIOTIC AND CHARITABLE NOTABLE OF 
KUEICHOW. 


Sung K‘un, an officer of the premier 
civil button and Governor of Kueichow, 
takes this opportunity of recommending 
to the special notice of the Throne the 
patriotism and generosity of Siin Chia- 
siang, an officer of the brevet civil sixth 
rank button and formerly first class ex- 
pectant chelsten of Yiinnan, a notable 
of Weining sub-prefecture of Kueichow. 
The said notable was always at the head of 
any movement in his sub-prefecture having 
regard to raising volunteers for the pro- 
tection of his native city, raising funds in 
seasons of famine and contributing liberally 
beyond the proportion of his means in 
any local charity or help towards literary 
institutions, etc. For instance, a few years 
ago, when the local bandit Wang Ah-ch‘i 
suddenly collected a large force of des- 
peradoes and bandits with the intention of 
rebelling, the said Stin Chia-siang raised 
funds to maintain a force of the local 
militia who in conjunction with the govern- 
ment troops succeeded in not only keeping 
his native town free from the rebels but 
finally aided in capturing the leaders of the 
insurrection. On another occasion when 
Mao and Ts‘@éh, the Yiinnan rebels of Chao- 
t‘ungfu, spread their devastations into 
Kueichow, Siin Chia-siang contributed 
enough rice and money to the militia for 
over three months’ rations. In this way he 
succeeded in preserving his native city of 
Weining from falling into the hands of the 
rebels. In local charities he contributed 
various sums of money for reconstructing 
the Confucian temple and temple of the 
Star of Literature ; for the maintenance of 
such benevolent institutions as the Poor- 
house and the Foundling Refuge; and 
maintained a fund for the support of in- 
digeut students at the local college. He 
also aided materially in building bridges 
for the use of the public in his native town. 
In 1893 when a severe famine occurred in 
the province, in addition to the government 
aid the sufferers were fortunate in the sup- 
plementary charity of Siin Chia-siang who 
gave away grain and corn to the value 
of Tls. 1,365. In 1894 there was another 
famine and Siin Chia-siang, in obedience to 
the instructions of his parent who had 
died just at that time, sold a portion 
of his hereditary property in order to 
get money to buy grain and cereals to 
distribute to the famine sufferers. On 
this occasion he gave away Tls, 2,110 worth 
of grain. In a word, in charity alone he 
gave a total of over Tls. 9,000, which under 
the circumstances was a godsend to the 


38 


[Aprit 1—4. 


people who owe their lives in a great part 
to this charitable notable. Although tlie 
said Siin Chia-siang has repeatedly refused 
to have his name brought forward before 
the high provincial authorities of Kuei- 
chow, the sub-prefect of Weining, Shih 
Luan-sha, has reported Siin Chia-siang’s 
patriotism, benevolence and charity to the 
memorialist. Heuce memorialist after due 
consideration thinks his Majesty ought to 
make a special note of this man’s conduct 
and grant him special honours in recogni- 
tion of the extraordinary good he has done 
to his native city and fellow citizens ; such 
conduct as his being beyond the common 
and not to be classed with ordinary con- 
tributions of Tls. 10,000, or aid given 
by people for the sake of official rank and 
the like.—Rescript: The Board of Civil 
Appointments are commanded tu report upon 
the extent of the Imperial recogiuition that 
should be grunted wider the circum tan -es to 
Stin Chia-siang. 
2nd April. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Tien Chih-shuh, Vice-President of the 
Banqueting Court, has presented us with 
a memorial requesting us to issue a special 
edict to the various Viceroys and Governors 
of the provinces enjoining upon them the 
necessity and importance of being more 
diligent and energetic in the administration 
of the police organisation amongst them. 
As a matter of fact, the source to whom we 
have to Jook for the suppression of brigand- 
age and theits in the country are the sub- 
prefects, department, and district magist- 
rates of the empire. If these ‘‘ parents of 
the people” are diligent in their duties and 
keep a proper force of efficient ‘* runners ” 
at their command the least indication of 
lawless charaters will be rooted out of the 
spot at once. If, as the memorialist declares, 
the sub-prefects and magistrates throughout 
the country are a set of lazy good-for- 
nothings who are anxious for their own 
ease and hate work and thus neglect the 
efficiency of their police force, so that 
when a robbery occurs they have no 
energy in compelling their ‘‘runners” 
to search for the robbers, in consequence of 
which brigandage and lawless acts daily 
flourish more and more even to the extent 
of robbing yar.énxs themselves and resisting 
and wounding those who try to prevent 
them, then matters have come to a pretty 
pass and we feel most indignant at such a 
state of affairs. We are even told that 
when brigandage like this takes place, in 
order to avoid the penalty which must 
surely be dealt out to such effete mandarins 


as have been portrayed above these offi- 
cials always try to hush the matter up and 
refrain from reporting them to thelt 
superiors. Thus matters grow from ba 
to worse and serious crimes and the height 
of lawlessness become the rule, Can this 
be tolerated? Hence we specially enjo” 
upon our Viceroys and Governors to strict 
require of the sub-prefects, department 
and district magistrates under them {? 
commence at once to remodel the policé 
under them and to report at once to thei 
superior officers any robbery that might 
happen within their jurisdiction and at thé 
same time to send out at once their ‘* ru)” 
ners” to arrest the culprits. The sal 
Viceroys and Governors are also specially 
enjvined to denounce in most severe tet™5 
any official who may have attempted ! 
hide or suppress any robbery and not 
report it to his superior officers, While 
on the other hand if any sub-prefect 
chehsien succeeds by energy and abilit! 
in capturing any notorious criminals they 
are to be specially reported to the Throv® 
for special rewards. Let there be no half 
measures, 
3rd April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1).Tséng Yiin reports that although his 
sick leave has expired his illness is by ™ 
means lessened ; hence he prays to 
allowed to resign his post of Director of 
the Imperial Stud. His request is there 
fore granted. 

(2) For the same reason Mien Yi, Vice 
President of the Board of Revenue, 
Moukden, is also permitted to resign )¥ 
post there. 

4th April, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) On a recent occasion, owing to th? 
floods and failure of the crops in th? 
districts adjacent to and in the Imperii! 
Prefecture of Shiintienfu, we graciously 
ordered relief to be distributed to th? 
sufferers and gave permission to have th? 
taxes remitted in the districts in propel 
tion to the amount of crops which hat? 


_ not been harvested. As a considerablé 


portion of the country where the failure 


, of the crops has happened belongs to thé 


; estates 


of the various Princes at 
Dukes of the Eight Banners, the revenue! 
of the said estates naturally must 0? 
smaller in consequence. Hence, ‘? 
command that the people cultivatin’ 
the said estates are to have them als? 
assessed and allowance made in handiné 
over the revenues in proportion to thé 
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failure of the crops. In this connection 

oe *ssessors are to follow the regulations 

S°verning the Crown lands administered 
Y the officers of the Imp -rial Household 
epartment, 

in ) Yi Asiu is appointed Director of the 
ech rial Stud and Mews vice Tséng Yiin 
“igued on account of sickness. 


5th April. 


; IMPERIAL DECREE. - 
of ltt Pil is appointed Vice-President 
‘ne Board of Revenue at Moukden vice 
teu Yi resigned on account of sickness. 


WU TA-CHENG's OFFICERS. 


id Ta-chéng, Governor of Hunan, re- 
. id that he has received his Majesty's 
in uM to give up the command of his army 
Hu snchuria and proceed with all haste to 
Monee and further by special grace of his 
ap Jesty he has been exempted from 
wetting at Peking. During the war he 
in S Commanded by his Majesty to receive 
is army the Hanlin Bachelors Tséng 
Yang-chiin and Ch‘en Chia-yen and 
Sen’ Téng-chia, an assistant under- 
a retary in the Board of Punishments, and 
them such posts as he thought fitted 
Me abilities. In consequence of this 
0 evialist appointed Tséng Kuang-chiin 
'€ command of the Kangwu regiment 
isting of three battalions, or 1,500 men. 
other two were given secretarial duties. 
HA that memorialist is about to return 10 
Wan and is soon to give up the control 
thr 4s army it is but right that these 
the. ofticers whose original posts are in 
Tea Capital should be sent back to Peking. 
“ng Kuang-chiin being in command 
4 regiment has to settle the accounts, 


i) 
their 


Cons 


et : 
a of his command before he cau return 
Ten eking ; but Chén Chia-yen and Yang 


8-chia having nothing official to settle, 
orga orialist has this day given them their 

“ers to return to the capital and a despatch 
Bia Boards they belong to anent their 
6 Urn. As for memorialist himself, he has 

Wait for the money from the Board of 
(Renee to pay his troops for the 2nd moon 
i ceruary) and after he has paid his troops 
. “lt dues he intends to start at once for his 
5 vethorship of Hunan, to which by the 
ae! grace of his Majesty he has been 
Owed to return, —Kescript: Noted. 


6th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Decree ordering extraordinary gov- 
Ament aid to be given to the families 
Sp. Humber of officers of the Shantung 
Wngwu Brigade who were killed fighting 
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against the enemy at Kaichow, Yaochow and 
Kinchow in the Regent’s Sword, Liaotung 
Peninsula. Also commanding that General 
Yang Shou-shan who was killed at Kaichow 
be built a special memorial temple in 
Shantung and that the names of Colonel 
Li Jén-tang who was fatally wounded at 
the same time, and other officers of the 
Brigade who died in Manchuria be also 
placed in the said memorial temple. 

(2 and 3). Commanding that a number 
of bandits and robbers captured by the 
Peking gendarmerie in Peking and suburbs 
of the capital be handed over to the 
Board of Punishments for trial and punish- 
ment. Also commanding that the names 
of the gentry and notables at the head of 
the local trained bands who assisted in 
capturing these lawless characters be pre- 
sented to the throne for the determina- 
tion of proportionate .rewards. 


7th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Appointing a number of officials to 


the metropolitan and provincial administra- 
tions. 


(2) Kao Sieh-tséng is appointed Police 
Censor of the western city of Peking. 


DESERTERS AND THEIR OFFICERS. 

Liu K‘un-yi, Imperial High Commis- 
sioner and Generalissimo of the Imperial 
armies within and without the Great Wall 
and Viceroy of the Liangkiang provinces, 
memorialises with referenceto the sentences 
given in the case of certain deserters of the 
Yiik‘ai Brigade some of whom have been 
arrested by the local authoritics after they 
had robbed a grain and oil manufactory in 
Lich‘anghsien, Chihli. Memorialist also 
ventures to formulate excuses for the 
offivers in command of the Brigade and of 
the particular battalions from whence the 
guilty soldiers had deserted. In the first 
place, memorialist received a petition from 
the district magistrate of Lich ‘anghsien re- 
porting that on the 20th of February last 
a number of disguised soldiers made a raid 
upon the Te Ch‘ing Ho grain and oil manu- 
factory in the eastern suburbs of the city 
of Lich‘ang from which they took a quan- 
tity of silver sycee and bank notes. In 
the pursuit instituted for these bandits a 
soldier named Li Sien-k‘o and ten others 
were captured by the said chehsien and in 
the enquiry made by memorialist and the 
acting Viceroy of Chihli, Wang Wén-shao, 
it was ordered that the said prisoners 
should be summarily decapitated for their 
crimes. With reference to the enquiry 
made by memorialist as to the reasons 
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which led to the prisoners escaping from 
the control of their officers and running 


sharpers of Peking and requested that 
commands be issued to the gendarmerie a0 


rint about the country, he received a: Police Censors of the Five Cities of thé 


despatch from Niu Shih-han, Brigadier- 
General of Ninghsia, Kansu, and com- 
manding ofticer of the said Yiik‘ai Brigade. 
He stated that at daybreak on the 18th 
of February last the right and left batta- 
lions of the rear division of the said 
brigade were ordered to take train from 
Lich ‘ang for Shanhaikuan to join the rest 
of the corps there. Just before the men 
were entrained, some of the discontented 
soldiers of these two battalions began to mur- 
mur saying that they had heard of the exces- 
sive rates demanded for rice and cereals at 
Shanhaikuan and that it would be difficult 
for them to buy sufficient rice out of their 
small pay. Intimidated by these words 
the rest of the battalion showed a dis- 
inclination to get into the railway trucks. 
But finally their officers succeeded in per- 
suading the men to embark but not before 
thirteen men headed by Li Sien-k‘o had suc- 
ceeded in deserting unperceived. As the 
train lad started before the discovery was 
made it was feared that owing to the 
rumours above stated more soldiers would 
desert should a long stop be made for the 
deserters, However, a detachment of picked 
men was disembarked again and »rdered 
to search for the culprits. Two days after- 
wards the above robbery was reported and 
the said Brigadier-General asked memo- 
rialist to denounce the officer of the com- 
pany from which the men had deserted 
and also asked to be penalised himself for 
the affair as commanding officer. Memo- 
rialist, however, while considering that the 
captain of the company concerned deserves 
punishment, thinks the Colonel of the batta- 
lion and the Brigadier-General in commaud 
are excusable, being absent at the time on 
ofticial duties and also as the deserters were 
new men who had hardly been disciplined. 
Brigadier-General Niu has also been of 
great service to memorialist in various 
capacities at Shanhaikuan. He recommends 
that the Captain be degraded but retained 
in the battalion to try by deeds of valour 
in the future to get back his post, while the 
Colonel be only deprived of his button for 
the time, to be returned him when he proves 
himself worthy of the favour.—Res-ript : 
Brigadier-General Niu Shih-han is excused 
from blame ; and let it b+ as requested with 
reference to the other officers. 


8th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The other day the Censor Chung Té-siang 
sent in to us a@ list of the rowdies and 


capital to arrest the men mentioned 
the said list and send them to the Board ° 
Punishment for trial, etc. This has bee? 
done repeatedly by us but still no rep 
has been given us anent the matter by thé 
officers concerned. But now Té Pén, * 
Supervising Censor, and his colleague 
have memorialised in favour of one of thé 
suspects mentioned in Chung Té-sian$” 
list. This man is Hsiao Sung-t‘ing, livins 
outside the Yungting gate. He is really * 
yamén gaolwarden and his proper name 
Hsiao Kuang-yao. Asa matter of fact th? 
said memorialists declare that Hsiao Kuang 
yao has done nothing illegal nor has he eve" 
been prosecuted for any irregularities | 
the metropolitan police magistracies. © 

is therefore released pro tem., and the 844 

Chung Té-siang is commanded to keep 8” 
eye on the conduct of the man and !? 
denounce him whenever he shall be fou" 

straying from the paths of honesty. ! 
respect of the postscript memorial of th? 
Supervising Censor, requesting that She? 
Ming-sing, a deputy captain of police who 
had been deprived of his button, have it f 
turned to him for proving himself earne$ 
and diligent in his duties, let the Board ° 
Civil Appointments report on the same. 


TAKING OVER THE SEAS. 


Sung Fan, newly transferred from Kue! 
chow to the Governorship of Yiinnan, a4 
acting Governor-General of the Yiin-Ku# 
provinces, reports that while at Kueicho" 
he received the Imperial edict of the 24t! 
of December, 1894, transferring him to the 
acting Governorship of Yiinnan and at the 
same time making him acting Viceroy ° 
the provinces of Yiinnan and Kueicho™ 
Accordingly on the 3rd of January last be? 
handed over the seals of the Kueicho“ 
Governorship to his acting successor, a0 
on the 10th of the same month started fot 
his acting post in Yunnan. He reaché 
Yiinnanfu, the capital of the province’: 
on the 31st of the month (January), a? 
was immediatel presented by the managé 
of the Yiinnan telegraph office with a cop! 
of his Majesty’s decree of the 19th of 
January confirming him as actual and no! 
acting Governor of Yiinnan as per previo” 
decree. For this extra mark of Imper!*: 
favour memorialist immediately performe? 
his prostrations Pekingwards to thank h* 
Majesty for the same. He took over th? 
seals on the 2nd of February last.— /tescr ip!" 
Noted. 
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9th April. 


pi IMPERIAL DECREE. 
the u Ching is appointed to preside over 
TsS; slaying of the sacrificial animals, and 
their Ying-p‘u is commanded to inspect 
T entrails for the worship at the Temple 


fae Seasons tu be held on the 8th of May 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


inns Majesty will proceed to morrow 
sacrifin’ at 6 u’clock to perform the annual 
tur, Ces at the altar of the God of Agricul- 

© and will also plough at the Sacred 


Nclosure ; : é E 
H closure in connection with the said cere- 
NOnies. 


“Ego OFFICIAL AND LITERARY RANK IN 
AID OF THE FAMINE FUND IN HONAN. 
report Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, 
the a that he has received the sanction of 

cards with reference to his suggestion 
Fe &r extrainducements to people to grant 
in vey in aid of the famine sufferers in the 
dated district bordering the Yellow 
tubsee te Honan provinces by presenting 
Post] vibers with brevet official, literary or 
eumous ranks for ancestors, at the 
‘On of the subscribers and in preportion 
ter i amounts subscribed, tle same to be 
ineulated according to the rules prevailing 
hli province. The said regulations 
Bourg People paying Tis. 40 to be given 
that of Revenne receipts for Ts. 100 so 
rey bersons wishing to bny an_ official 
Board button valued accurding to the 
ouly regulations at say Tls. 400, need 
fami bay ‘T's. 160 for the same at the 
the Ce relief oftices, ; Recently, however, 
8nsor Ch’en Ch’i-chang has obtainsd 
rent Peril sanction to make an even 
301 er reduction in the proportion of Ts. 
tion: Ae eae Ts, 100. As this new regula- 
i is tains in Chihli memorialist considers 
follow ety for the sake of fairness to 
oe W the new measure in Honan also and 
Sane Tequests his Majesty’s consent to the 
rey yy fescript: Let the Bourd of Revenue 

Port thereon, 


a low 


10th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
THE SUICIDES OF WEIHAIWEI. 
a) Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
woe Us the following report of the ofticers 
Ben, died at Weihaiwei before and sub- 
hotgent to the surrender of that strong- 
P d to the Japanese. He states that “‘ Liu 
poch‘an (Liu Poo-chin), Commodure of 
bie Tight Squadron; Chang Wén-hsiien, 
vet Commodore ; Yang Yung-lin, acting 


Commodore of the left squadron; and 
Huang Tsu-lien (a returned American 
student), Expectant First Captain of the 
First Class and Second Captain of the 
right battalion of the Tap‘éng brigade 
at Canton ; had shown themselves able to 
lay down their lives heroically in a crisis 
of danger so as not to bring disgrace upon 
their Imperial Master.” Such loyalty and 
heroic determination are worthy of our 
sincerest admiration and we therefore com- 
mand that the said deceased officers be 
granted extraordinary government aid and 
posthumous honours as if they had died 
fighting gallautly on the battle-field. As 
for the already degraded Ting Ju-ch‘ang, 
the cashiered Admiral of the Peiyang fleet, 
his conduct as chief in command was a 
series of egregious failures from first to 
last. Previous to his death we had already 
decreed that he should be sent under 
a‘rest to Peking 1o answer for his faults 
and the punishment he merited for them 
was to have been of the severest. On the 
present occasion although he is reported 
to have died in the hour of defeat and 
disgrace, in consideration of his faults 
there is no necessity for granting him any 
posthumous honours or government aid 
to his family and heirs. Let the Boards 
concerned take note thereon. 


Note :—Huang Tsu-lien (m8 ii) the 


returned American student named above 
was killed before the surrender of Weihai- 
wei by Admiral Ting. He was First 
Lieutenant of the Peiyang cruiser Z'siyuen, 
having succeeded the lateShenShou-ch ‘ang, 
another returned American student, who 
it will be remembered was killed while 
commanding the 7'siywew in the tirst naval 
action of the late war at the mouth of 
the Yashan river, Corea, (July 25th 1894) 
owing to the cowardice of his subsequent- 
ly decapitated Captain, Fong Peh-kien. 
During the fighting at Weihaiwei, last 
January, Lieutenant Huang Tsu-lien 
was badly wounded and was therefore 
advised to leave his ship and go to Chefoo 
for treatment. This he resolutely refused 
to do declaring that ‘‘his duty to the 
Empersr demanded his remaining at 
his post.” After having had his wounds 
hastily dressed, the late lieutenant went 
ou with his duties on board although he 
had to be supported by an attendant in 
doing so. Shortly afterwards a shot struck 
his thigh, but still he refused to retire ; 
remaining with his guns. A few minutes 
afterwards a shell from the enemy’s bat- 
teries almost annihilated the gallant officer, 
—Transtator. 
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(2) Wang Wén-shao, acting Viceroy of 
Chihli and Imperial High Commissioner 
of the Peiyang defences, states that in 
obedience to his Majesty’s instructions 
sanctioning the recommendations of the 
Generalissime Liu K‘un-yi to grant an 
additional allowance of forty per cent 
rations to the troops quartered in Chihli 
and without the Great Wall, memorialist 
at once issued orders to the Generals 
and Colonels under his command to dis- 
tribute the extra rations upon giving 
their men their pay for the second moon 
(February-March). He regrets, however, 
to report that Yang Hung-shiin, command- 
ing the right battalion of the centre 
brigade of the Tientsin army corps at- 
tempted to evade the new regulations by 
pocketing the extra forty per cent for 
his own benefit, and only distributed the 
extra allowance to his battalion upon being 
found out by his superior officers and 
compelled to do so. Yang Hung-shiin 
has evidently been guilty of peculation and 
frustrating us in our endeavours to amelior- 
ate the condition of our troops. He is 
thorefore forthwith cashiered and dismissed 
for ever from the public service. As his 
Commanding Divisional General, Li Yung- 
yuan, has been guilty of oversight and 
failure in looking after the welfare of bis 
men he is ordered to be deprived of his 
button as a warning to others. 


THE RAINS IN KIANGSU. 


Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of the | 


Liangkiang provinces and Vicervy of the 
Hukuang provinces, reports that he has 
received the petitions of Chiang Jén-ching, 
the Salt Commissioner of the Huai depart- 
ment, Kiangsu, -and Sieh Yuan-fu, the 
Yangchow Taotai, reporting that owing to 
the disastrous rains in their jurisdictions 
last Summer the salt fields and preparations 
in the Huai department, T’aichou and Hai- 
chou, have been completely destroyed or de- 
molished by storm and rain, insomuch that 
it is impossible for the people to pay the 
land taxes derivable from them and due to 
the Provincial Treasury. Memorialist has 
made personal investigation of the matter 
in question and finds the reports to be 
correct. He, therefore, prays that his 
Majesty relieve the pressure upon the 
people suffering from the above disasters 
by extending the time for paying last 
year’s land taxes.— Rescript: Granted. Let 
the Board of Revenue take note. 


11th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES : THE ROUT OF YINGK‘OU. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
Yi Lu, Tartar-General of Féngtien, re- 


porting upon the loss of the foreign settle: 
ments of Yingk‘ou (Newchwang) 4" 

requesting that the guilty officers b? 
punished and also praying that he himself 
be also penalised for his shortcomings, + 
appears that during the middle of Maré 
last Yii Lu received news that Ying 
k‘ou was in danger, but that the Gener 
commanding there, Tsiang Hsi-yi, inste’ 

of leading his troops to fight and oppo* 
the enemy at once retreated towards t e 
Great Wall without any fighting. Furthe™ 
more, this General in trying to hide }® 
delinquencies nanufactured stories of hat 

fighting with the enemy upon reportills 
himself at headquarters, thereby increasils 
the gravity of lis crimes. Nor can t? 
officers under him, viz:—Colonel ‘I'sia?é 
Kuang-lung; Lieutenant-Colonel Té? 
Ch‘ao-hou ; First Captain Shang Yu-lians' 
Second Captains Tséng Tze-lai and Ts8? 
Yii-lung be held innocent of gross cowa™ 
dice and incapacity. They are therefot 
to be forthwith cashiered and Wat 
Wén-shao is to send them under arre*! 
for trial and punishment by the Boat 
at Peking. As for Major Chiao Ka" 
Ch‘eng and Second Captain Yuan Che" 
who were placed, the first in charg’ 
of the land mines bordering the for 
at Yingk‘ow, and the second in comma?! 
of the torpedoes guarding the river ther®, 
having proved themselves incapable °? 
offering substantial opposition to the ene"! 
thereby causing the fall of the place the 
are to be cashiered and sent to Paoting 

for trial and punishment according to la” 
In the case of the expectant Brigadie™ 
General, Ma Chan-ngao, the First Captal® 
Wang Té-yi, and the brevet First’ Capta!” 
Hsii Kuang-lin, who offered resistance to th? 
enemy but were finally compelled to retre* 
beforesuperior forces, theycanuotfreethe 
selves from blame, and they are therefo"™ 
deprived of their rank but allowed to ¥% 
tuin their posts in order to have a chan 
of redeeming themselves by future good 
conduct. Fan Shu-sheng, the marine su” 
prefect of Yingk'ow, although but new 

appointed to the post, cannot be excuse” 
because he was present at the fall of th? 
port and did nothing to defend it; he * 
therefore to be turned over to the Boar? 
for the determination of proper penalties 
Shan Lien, Taotai of Newchwang af 

newly promoted Civil Governor of Mouk 
den, has proved himself incapable of de’ 
fending Yingk‘ow and devoid of militatY 
administrative qualities. Although he hb 
been degraded a step through his ov? 
memorial throwing himself on our meré 
and accusing himself of his failures, he '* 
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for acition, also consigned to the Boards 
As § c determination of proper penalties. 
a] or Yi Lu, as chief of the province 
the ‘as miserably failed in providing for 
is safety of his territury and he also 
re Consigned to the Boards who are to 
tis what punishment he deserves at our 
of Ya As for the postscript memorial 
of th Lu denouncing the Tartar Captain 
ex e White Banner, Hsi Wén; the 
cypectant chehsien, Kao Chia-ho ; and 
best. Tso-hsiin the newly-appointed eub- 
aaece Of Fuchow, Regent’s Sword, for 
fin ‘ying their journey to their posts and 
Sely Y running away and hiding them- 
dig es, let them be forthwith cashiered and 

Missed the service. 


1 In view of the continued severity of 
be Weather and the sufferings of the 
ple living in the environs and suburbs 
of Re nag we hereby sanction the memorial 
0 Shiin, Police Censor of the Middle 
HY; Permitting the gruel statious in the 
aA Cities of the Metropolis to be opened 
le dispensing cf charity for another 
Vio, months over and above the period prv- 
an agreed upon. 
©) Li Hsing-jui i pointed Tactai of 
Tents Hsing-jui is appoint 
ay Yi Lu, Tartar-General of Féngtien, 
cond, us his report with reference to the 
om UCt of the local civil and military 
tome Tesponsible for the loss of the 
Li 18 of Kaiping and Yungyao in the 
‘tung Peninsula, and Newchwang. 
orpeByao and Kaiping fell. one after the 
fell in January and in March Newchwang 
Jar Second time into the hands of the 
abanese. The local authorities concerned 
they °“idently failed in their duties and 
pur, are to be tried by Yii Lu_and 
to Shed accurding to their deserts. [Here 
res a list of some fifty names of civil 
loc military officers connected with the 
aq Sovernment of the cities in question 
ting 8€uerically termed ‘local authori- 
the. As for Yii Lu, Tartar-General of 
of Mrevince and Tsi Lu, Civil Governor 
t loukden, they, as heads of government 
in ” are clearly responsible for the fail- 
“S of their subordinates. Hence they 
the 'o be handed over to the Boards for 
termination of adequate penalties. 


12th April. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 
haved leave of absence on account of 
ealth, 
““O papers of interest. 


ex tines Kung has been granted ten days’ 
ill 
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13th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Some time ago the Governor of Chékiang 
denounced one T‘sai Ping-ch‘eng, a native 
of Canton, late chehsien of Yiihanghsien, 
for having failed in making good his 
accounts with the Treasury upon hauding 
over his seals of office to his successor. 
For this the said chelsie. was deprived of 
his rank and ordered to make restitution : 
but he died in the meantime. Thereupon 
his younger brother Ts‘ai Ping-féng who 
was in Chékiang at the time secretly 
collected his deceased brother’s money and 
effects and absconded to Kuangtung, where- 
upon we called upon Ma Pei-yao, Governor 
of that province, to arrest the runaway and 
the widow and family of the deceased 
chehsien in order to make them refund the 
money owing the Chékiang government. 
The elder brothers of the deceased at Can- 
ton, namely Ts ‘ai Ping-yuan and Ts‘ai Ping- 
yung, although repeatedly called upon by Ma 
Pei-yao to give up the absconding brother 
Ts‘ai Ping-féng and the money stolen by 
him, turned a deaf ear to the said Governor's 
remonstrances, thereby showing contempt 
for their superiors which ought not to be 
passed by leniently. In punishment thereof 
we therefore command that Tsai Ping-yuan 
be forthwith deprived of his rank of third 
class expectant sub-prefeet and be arrested 
to answer for this contempt of Court. 
Ts‘ai Ping-yung is to be deprived of his 
purchased licentiateship and Ts‘ai Ping- 
féng of his literary degree of first class 
Bachelor of Arts. 

THE SUMMARY DECAPITATION LIST OF HUNAN 
FOR 1894. 


Wang Lien, Provincial Treasurer and 
acting Governor of Hunan, reports that in 
accordauce with the custom of making an 
annual report to the Throne of the number 
of summary executions of each province at 
the end of each year he now begs to 
present the said list for the province under 
his jurisdiction for the preceding year of 
1894 or the 25th year of the reign of 
his Majesty Kuang Hsii. Not counting 
the summary executions, numbering over 
a hundved, wade in connection with the 
suppression of a revolt of the Koleo Hui 
society at Wukangchou an account of which 
has already been presented for the infor- 
mation of his Maiesty, there were eighty- 
one men decapitated summarily in Hunan 
commencing from the Ist day of the 1st 
moon of 1894 to the 30th day of the 
12th moon of the same year or twelve 
calendar months. All these were for rob- 
beries upon the people made by bandits or 
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disbanded soldiers with fire arms in their 
hands, in accordance with the new law 
providing that in a case of robbery with 
violence if but one member of the gang of 
robbers be armed with a gun, all are to be 
summarily executed without regard to 
head or accomplice, or whether spoil had 


been divided and received or uot.— Re- 
script: L«t the Board of Pinishments take 
note. 


14th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chi Ké, Tartar General of Kuang- 
chow (Canton) is ordered to give up his 
post and come up to Peking to await the 
pleasure of the Throne for appointment to 
some other post. ; 


(2) We have received two memorials 
in succession from the Censors, Sieh 
Hsi-ch‘uan and Kuan T‘ing-hsien, denounc- 
ing Li Han-chang, Viceroy of the Two 
Kuang provinces, for lightly estimating the 
gravity of the robber aud rowdy scourge 
in Canton, and for nepotism and favouri- 
tism to forward private ends. In the memo- 
rials in question charges have also been 
made against the Brigadier-General, Yang 
An-tien ; the acting Colonel, Huang Chin- 
fu; the Taotais, Yang Wén-chiin and Lu 
Wei-ch‘i; and the chehsien, Pan ‘Trai- 
ch'ien. Upon receipt of said memorials we 
forthwith instructed Ma Pei-yao, the new 
Governor of Kuangtung, to make careful 
enquiries into each charge and report to 
us. Ma Pei-yao’s memorial is now before 
us and he reports as follows :—In the 
charges made against Li Han-chang he 
found that either there were no proofs to 
substantiate them or where they have ac- 
cused the said Viceroy. he could not be 
really styled guilty of them. Hence it is 
unnecessary to consider the denuncia- 
tions of the Censors so far as Li Han- 
chang is concerned. But it is certain 
that the said Viceroy is getting aged 
and his strength and vitality on the 
decay. The other day he reported him- 
self ill and requested to be allowed to 
resign his post. We merely permitted 
him one month to recuperate. In consi- 
deration, however, of the reason just given 
above and as a token of extra Imperial 
grace we now permit the said Li Han- 
chang to resign the Viceroyalty of the Two 
Kuangs in order that he may return to 
his native town to attend to his ailments 
at his leisure. With regard to the charges 
against Yang Wén-chiin, Taotai of the 
Luichiung Intendancy, (Hainan and Lui- 
chow) Ma Pei-yao found that the said 


Taotai goes in and out of the viceregal 
yamén at Canton, in season and out © 
season regardless of the impropriety © 
such acts and in defiance of public opinion. 
He found him also boundlessly avaricious 
and lacking that gravity of countenance 
and conduct fitting the incumbent of the 
high position he holds (acting Provincia 
Judge of Kuangtung). In view of thi 
it is clear that Yang Wén-chiin is not 
worthy to be placed above his fellows. 
Yang An-tien, Brigadier-General of Ching 
chow (Hainan island) has been foun 
guilty of unreasoning avarice and always 
on the look-out to get power regardless ° 
the means, hence constantly laying himsel 
open to the anger and denunciations ° 
everybody. He is also a slave to sordi 
and low habits and totally unfit for thé 
high post he holds (acting Brigadier’ 
General at Canton) hence merely divestin$ 
him of rank is clearly inadequate 4 
punishment for his crimes. Yang Wén-chii" 
and Yang An-tien are therefore cashiere 
and dismissed for ever from the publi¢ 
service. P‘an Tai-ch‘ien, chahsien of thé 
district of Hsinhui, isa man of medioct® 
talents ; while Huang Chin-fn, Brigadiet 
General of the Nan, Chao and Lien Militat¥ 
Circuit, of Kuangtung, has proved himself 
a fawning parasite, currying favour bf 
runuing errands for his patrons thereby 
neglecting his duties in patrolling the 
distincts under his command. These tw? 
officials are ordered to resign their pos!* 
forthwith and place themselves unde? 
the surveillance of the provincial autho 
rities at Canton. They are further 1% 
be turned over to the Boards for thé 
determination of proper penalties. As for 
the third class expectant Taotai, Lu Wel 
ch‘i, he has been found to be a man of Jo¥ 
cunning who uses his abilities in thi 
way to curry favour and advancement 
thereby, frequently laying himself open 
the denunciations of Censors aud others: 
He is therefore forthwith cashiered an 
dismissed the public service. We no* 
wish to say a word in praise of Mn Pei-y#? 
who has on the present occasion used 1% 
time intelligently and diligently in obey’ 
ing our instructions and presenting us wit? 
a truthful and impartial report of the result 
of his enquiries in this matter to our pel’ 
fect satisfaction. He is now Governor of th® 
important province of Kuangtung a” 
should use his best abilities and care f€ 
administer ils gsvernment on a solid basi* 
watching the conduct of his subordinate 
and improving the condition of the pop 
lation under him. In this way he wil 
merit the confidence we have placed 1” 
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him by appointing him to this important 
Post, 

(3) Containing decree granting lessened 
Periods of exile to banished persons [list 
of some fifty names] on the military post- 
Toads in Mongolia and penal colonies in 

anchuria in connection with the recent 
act of clemency of the Empress-Dowager, 
and also naming certain convicts whose 
‘Times entitle them to perpetual banish- 
Tnent. 


(4) The Board of Civil Appointments is 
Commanded to report upon the memorial 
of the Grand Secretary, Ngéh-la-ho-pu, 
Stating that the staff of copyists at the 

tate Historiographer’s Oftice is too small 
or present purposes. 


(5) Decree granting the prayer ot Wang 
Lien, acting Governor of Hunan, to have 
© military exploits of the late former 
Tovincial Commander-in-Chief of Ché- 
lang, An Yang-li, a native of Hunan, 
Written and entered int» the history of the 
dynasty. The said General died while on 
18 way to join Liu K‘un-yi, then just 
appointed Generalissimo at Shanhaikuan 
and Manchuria. Extraordinary government 
8rants are also ordered to be given the 
€ceased general’s heirs. 


15th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) Kuo Pao-ch‘ang is appointed Bri- 
8adier-General of the Nanchaolien military 
Circuit of Kuangtung, and Sheng Tao-fa is 
appointed toa similar post in the Luichiung 
military circuit. 


..(2) A decree of grace granting 110 chii- 
Jeéngraduates who were unavoidably delayed 
on their journey to Peking, permission to 
J©in the other candidates just about to 
Compete for the chinshth or metropolitan 
egree ; but with the proviso that after 
the latter examinations the said late chiijén 
are to go through the preliminary examina- 
‘ons to qualify for the chinshih competi- 
tions from which they are now by extra 
Stace excused for the present. 


(3) As the post of the Taotaiship of the 
Luiching Intendancy is of great import- 
ance the vacancy now occurring there by 

© degradation and dismissal of Yang 
Wéen-chiin is to be filled by the Taotai 
Whom the high provincial authorities of 

uangtung consider to be best fitted for 
he said post amongst all the Taotais of 
that province. The post thus vacated by 

6 new Taotai of Luiching (Hainan 

Sland) is to be given to Féng Kuang-yi. 
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16th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Pao Nien, Manchu Brigadier-General 
of the Chinkiang garrison, is promoted to 
the ‘Tartar Generalship of Kuangchowfu 
(Canton) vice Chi Ké recalled to Peking. 

(2) T‘an Chung-lin is ordered to proceed 
from Foochow to Canton as Viceroy of the 
Two Kuangs vice Li Han-chang, retired, 
instead of to Szech‘uan as first intended, 
while Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Governor of Shensi, 
is promoted to the Viceroyship of Sze- 
ch‘uan in T‘an Chung-lin’s place. 

(3) The other day we were informed 
that the troops under the cashiered General 
Tsiang Hsi-yi lately arrived at Tientsin 
had mutinied owing to the cutting down of 
theirpay. Wethen ordered Wang Wén-shao 
to investigate the matter and report im- 
partially to us. The said acting Chihli 
Viceroy now reports that the troops in 
question belonged to the Brigade hitherto 
defending the Newchwang foreign settle- 
ments of Yingk‘ou who, on the approach 
of the enemy ran away in confusion and 
made no stop until they had got inside 
the Great Wall. Having got his men to 
Tientsin, the said cashiered General made 
no attempt to disband the troops properly 
but instead dared to cut down their pay 
for his own benefit owing to which the 
whole Brigade mutinied and nearly created 
a serious disturbance, etc. Now the said 
Tsiang Hsi-yi was denounced by Yi Lu 
for the loss of Yingk‘ou and we accordingly 
commanded that he should be sent under 
arrest to Peking for trial. According to 
Wang Wén-shao’s report Tsiang Hsi-yi has 
now been guilty of even greater crimes. 
Let him therefore be tried and punished 
according to his deserts upon his arrival at 
Peking. 

(4) His Majesty sacrifices to-morrow 
morning at the ancestral tablets and temple 
of Imperial Longevity. 

(5) We have settled upon the following 
list of the successful candidates for the 
chinshih or metropolitan degree according 
to nationality for this seasen’s triennial 
examinations :—Manchus, 9, new chin- 
shihs; Mongols, 4; Chinese Bannermen 
(Hanchiin) 6; Chihli, 22; Féngtien, 3. 
Shantung, 19; Shansi, 10; Honan, 17; 
Shensi, 14; Kansu, 9; Kiangsu, 15; An- 
hui, 10; Chékiang, 14; Kiangsi, 15; Hupeh, 
13; Hunan, 13; Szech‘uan, 14; Fukien, 
13; Kuangtung, 13; Kuangsi, 11; Yiin- 
nan, 11; and Kueichow, 14. [Names of 
above new chinshih to appear in front of 
the examination halls. } 
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17th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Decree commanding the Peking 
Gendarmerie to hand over to the Board of 
Punishments for trial six robbers captured 
with arms in their hands and accused of 
robbery, murder, and arson, and enjoining 
upon the police to capture the remaining 
seven of the gang who have so far escaped 
arrest. The said Board is also commanded 
to recommend for reward or promotion the 
officers who succeeded in making the above 
captures. 

(2) Decree commanding the President of 
the Imperial Clan Court to imprison cer- 
tain refractory members of the Imperial 
clan arrested for implication in certain 
robberies, and also ordering that the said 
Court should try in conjunction with the 
Board of Punishments the Chinese-born 
accomplices of the clansmen above noted. 

(3) Chieh Shéng is appointed Brigadier 
General of the Manchu garrison of Chin- 
kiang vice Pao Nien promoted to the Tar- 
tar Generalship of Canton. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 


Chang Hsii, Governor of Shansi, reports 
his arrival at Peki»g in obedience to his 
M-jesty’s decree calling upon him to resign 
his post and await his Majesty’s pleasure 
atthe capital. Kuo Pao-ch'‘ang, ex-Admiral 
of the Nanyang fleet, returned thanks for 
his appointment to the Brigadier-General- 
ship of the military circuit of Nanshaolien 
prefectures of Kuangtung. 


18th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) K‘uei Chiin, Governor of Kiangsu., 
is transferred to the Governorship of 
Shensi, vice Lu Ch‘uan-lin promoted to 
be Viceroy of Szech‘uan, and Tsao Shu- 
jao, Provincial Treasurer of Chékiang, is 
promoted to the Governorship of Kianysu. 

(2) We received the other day a mem- 
orial from Liu Ping-chang, the retiring 
Viceroy of Szechuan, denouncing a certain 
Chéng Tze-yuan, Director of Studies and act- 
ing magistrate of Hsiushanhsien, for avarice 
and unreasonable conduct and recommen- 
ding that he be forthwith degraded and 
dismissed for ever from the public service. 
As Liu Ping-chang did not specify the 
grounds nor gave good proofs why we should 
cashier the said acting magistrate we issued 
arescript telling him to reinvestigate his 
charges and report again. The said report 
is now before us in which Liu Ping-chang 
charges the suid Cheng Tze-yuan of freeing 
on his own rerpousibility a noted secret 
society desperado, named Yau Fu-ch‘en, as 


well as a number of persons whom the said 
Yao had pointed out in his confession a3 
accomplices. By setting these rascals free 
they resumed their practices of robbing, 
pillaging and incendiarism to the detri- 
ment of the peace of the country at 
large.” The denounced magistrate has also 
been accused of ‘‘ appointing a certain licen- 
tiate of bad character and rowdy habits 
named Wang Hsin-tze to the commissioner- 
ship of the district collectorship resulting 
in his causing confusion in the accounts’ 
and reckless expenditure everywhere. 
He also coerced his predecessor in the ma- 
gistracy into paying him money on various 
pretences and conducted himself generally 
more like a rowdy than anything else.” 
Of all these charges, Liu Ping-chang 
declares in conclusion that he has decided 
proofs in his hands, furthermore, Cheng 
Tze-yuan upon hearing that he had been 
denounced to the Throne has absconded 
and is reported to have returned to his 
home in Shensi province. In consideration 
of the charges above formulated we there- 
fore order that the said ex-Acting Magis- 
trate be forthwith cashiered and dismissed 
for ever from the public service. We 
further order the Governor of Shensi to 
make a’search for Cheng Tze-yuan in his 
native district and send him under arrest 
back to Szechuan where he is to be 
compelled to return all the monies he has 
illegally pocketed for private ends. The 
Boards of Revenue and Civil Appointments 
are tu take note of the same. 


PEKING BANDITS. 


Yung Lu, commander of the Peking 
Gendarmerie, reports the capture by his 
oficers and men assisted by certuin of the 
gentry of the metropolitan prefecture and 
local” authorities of Shiinyihsien and 
Ch‘angpingchou of a number of robbers 
who had been infesting the neighbourhood 
of Peking, murdering and pillaging ab 
will. From their confessions, it appears thab 
the gang numbered eleven men [names 
given] mostly natives of the Imperia 
prefecture with a sprinkling of Shantung 
men, They were organised by their chief, 
K‘ang Lu-erh, in January last with head- 


quarters in the Shantung squatters 
district in Tahsinghsien, Peking. They 
commenced operations on the night 


of the 15th of January last, by proceed- 
ing to a village called Lingshangt‘siiv 
in the department of Ch‘angping. ‘They 
forced their way int» «large building and 
used their firearms, wounding the head 
of the family, and succeeded in carrying 
off a quantity of money and clothes, The 
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ext night (16th) they were joined by 
another desperado nanied Peh T'siu-t‘ou 
nd the twelve of them at once proceeded 
mr, & village belonging to the district of 
y ibsinghsien, where they forcibly entered 
arge residence, this time killing the mis- 
Tess of the house and making away with a 
duantity of clothes, money, and jewellery. 
(Ja the night of the 21st of the same month 
then waty) they started again, joined by 
elr new confederate, Peh, this time for 
Nother village belonging to the same dis- 
of They frightened the people by firing 
6 their guns and so carried away un- 
Pposed a quantity of clothes and a few 
jeules, On the night of the 11th of February 
4st eleven of them started for the village 
a ‘angtat‘ou, district of Shiinyihsien, 
she broke into a large house where they 
Ot the head of the family and wounded a 
of eg girl, They succeeded in carrying 
hi 4 large quantity of plunder. The next 
pene. the whole gang (twelve) started for 
-° Village of Siwang belonging to the same 
quttict, and entering a house there cut 
¢o¥N with their awords the head of the 
amily and then killed with their swords 
° women belonging to the same family 
making away with a quantity of clothes, 
gacueYs and jewellery, On the 15th of the 
vill © month they proceeded to the 
a age of Yenwang in the same district, 
atr, meeting a passing cart laden with 
of they frightened the carter by firing 
hi their guns and binding him carried off 
the horse. On the night of the 18th of 
vill Same month ten of them went to the 
lage of Houts‘ac belonging to N. T'ung- 
a ae and entered a house where they got 
of t of clothing. Penetrating to the rear 
the premises, where three other families 
ere Staying, they got some more plunder, 
yet hurt uo one. On the 22nd they again 
'Sited the same village and again carried 
the lot of clothing, harming no one. On 
® night of the 26th of the same 
tgeuth they visited ‘the village of Ts‘ien- 
dj 80, belonging to the same prefecture, and 
i, ding their band robbed eight houses 
7 Succession belonging to that village. 
ave clothes and jewellery obtained by their 
®Predations have all been either sold or 
4Wned and the silver and money acquired 
ave all been spent by them. When the 
Sendarmes and village militia went to 
Trest them they resisted with arms in 
RO hands. wounding a number of them, 
Ve of their number have evaded pursuit 
escaped and the prisoners denied any 

2 owledge of their whereabouts. The con- 
eon of these robbers has since heen 
*rroborated by the local authorities of the 
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places plundered by them; the dates given 
were also correct. Memorialist therefore 
prays for the Imperial instructions as to 
what to do with his prisoners.— For rescript 
vide decree of the 17th instant translat:d 
above. 


19th April. 


IMPERIAL DECRER. 

The Mongol noble Na-su-wu-la-tsi-té- 
erh-shéng is appointed an officer of the 
Imperial Guards of the 4th class to do duty 
at the Great Entrance of the Imperial 
Palace as a mark of special Imperial grace. 

No other papers of interest. 


20th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
Sung Fan, Governor of Yiinnan and acting 
Governor-General of the Yiinkuei provinces, 
denouncing certain officers commanding 
troops in Yiinnan for peculation and mis- 
appropriation of the troops’ pay and 
rations, it is not enough merely to compel 
them to refund to th? soldiers what 
they have misappropriated in expiation of 
their misdeeds, hence we further command 
that the officers in question, viz., Tséng 
Shao-mei, 8rd class expectant sub-prefect 
and commandant of the secondary right 
battalion of the Lingp ‘ing regiment ; Chang 
Hsien-fu, brevet Colonel and Major com- 
manding the right battalion of the Ling- 
p‘ing regiment ; and Ts‘ui Chin-tou, brevet 
Brigadier-General and expectant Colonel 
of the Yiinnan territorial armies be farth- 
with cashiered and dismissed from the 
service as an example and a warning to 
others. Let the Boards concerned take 
note thereon. 

(2) The Censor Li Nien-tze denounced the 
other day Yi Kuei, the Manchu Brigadier- 
General and Deputy Military Governor of 
Shanhaikuan for avarice, rendering false 
accounts for expenses, and general shame- 
less conduct. In view of these serious 
charges we at once sent instructions to 
Liu K‘un-yi, the Generalissimo at Shan- 
haikuan, to investigate the truth of 
them aud report to us. The said General- 
issimo’s report is now befure us in which 
he states that although the charge against 
Yi Kuei for using cunning devices to 
cover his peculations by means of cooked 
accounts could not be substantiated, the 
memorialist found that when ordered hy 
edict to raise an extra disciplined brigade 
for the defence of Shanhaikuan, he had 
been guilty of raising skeleton battalions 
for the new brigade and when occasion 
required filled their ranks to the required 


complement for the time being by trans- 
ferring into them the soldiers of the old 
brigade, which alone is a grave misde- 
meanour. But he has been guilty of worse 
erimes, namely, compelling commandants of 
battalions to pay him certain sums of money 
to buy off the usual inspections and roll calls; 
extorting illegal fees from new arrivals 
(traders, etc.,) within the walls of Shan- 
haikuan, and from caravans or individuals 
passing through the gates or barrier stations 
at the Great Wall bound for Manchuria or 
into Chihli; and finally resorting to all 
sorts of mean subterfuges to fill his pockets 
and satisfy his avarice, in the most shame- 
less manner. In punishment for this we 
command Yi Kuei to be forthwith cashiered 
and banished as a convict to the military 
post roads in Mongolia. In the Censor’s 
memorial Hsia T‘ai-yuan, department 
magistrate of Shanhaikuan, was also accused 
of bribing Yi Kuei and failing to give the 
troops their full rations and allowances of 
rice; but this Liu K‘un-yi reportsisabsolute- 
ly groundless. Hence there is no need for 
dealing further with his case. Liu K‘un- 
yi also requests in a postscript memorial 
that we issue special command to the 
incumbents of the Deputy Military Go- 
vernorship of Shanhaikuan to put a stop 
to the illegalities that have been hitherto 
practised there, such as collecting illegal 
fees from traders and caravans, etc., 
We therefore absolutely prohibit the 
above in the future; the duty of the 
guards at the barriers being only to 
examine the baggage and cargoes passing 
through the Great Wall for contraband 
and the like. The collection of fees in 
this connection is illegal and wrong, and 
hence is the cause of frequent disturbances 
between soldiers and the peuple. 

(3) Hu Ping-chih, Provincial Treasurer 
of Shansi, is ordered to be transferred to 
the same post in Chékiang vice Tsao Shu-jao 
promoted to be Governor of Kiangsu ; 
Yuan Féng-lin is promoted to Hu Ping- 
chih’s post in Shansi ; and Tsao Erh-hsiian 
is promoted to be Provincial Judge of 
Anhui, vice Yuan Féng-lin promoted as 
above. 

(4) Liu K‘un-yi denounces E-lé-hung-a, 
an officer of the Imperial Guards and 
Divisional Commander of the Shengha 
Brigade, for illegally cutting down the 
government regulation pay and forage of 
the carters hired by him en rowte from 
Peking to the Great Wall, which caused 
such disaffection and terror amongst the 
carters owing to the violence of his soldiers 
that the former deserted from the coun- 
try en masse in order to avoid the latter, 
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thereby causing imminent danger of th? 
stoppage of all kinds of transport in "| 
important crisis of affairs. The sal! 
Divisional Commander has also bee® 
accused of encouraging his troops to us 
force in obtaining high rates of exchan%? 
for their sycee, etc, from the peaceablé 
traders enroute. Such unwarrantable co” 
duct must not be allowed to pass by U? 
punished, hence the said officer is forthwit# 
cashiered and dismissed from service 4 
an example to others. 

(5) Appointing a number of officials 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis | 
trations. 


PATRIOTIC GENTRY. 
T‘an Chi-hstin, Governor of Hupeh and | 
acting Viceroy of the Hukuang provinces 
states that upon receiving a despatch fro 
the Boards notifying him that Liu K‘un-yh 
Generalissimo at Shanhaikuan, had 1é 
ceived the sanction of the Throne to cal 
upon the patriotic and wealthy people of thé 
Empire to subscribe funds for the prosec4” 
tion of the war with Japan, he (memorialist) 
at once set about to inform the local a 
thorities under his jurisdiction of th? 
matter, enjoining upon them their duty 
exhort the wealthy gentry and notable. 
in their various districts to show shelf: 
patriotism and loyalty by coming forwat' 
cheerfully with their contributions in a! 
of the war fund. The instructions of thé 
Boards of Revenue and of War als? 
contained the permission to the variov® 
Governors and Viceroys of the Empire * | 
present special memorials in favour ° | 
such donors, officials or common people; | 
as should contribute Tls. 10,000 an? : 
above to the war fund. Memorialis! 
has now the pleasure of presentiog | 
such a memorial in favour of Ts‘#| 
Chung-chang, second-class _—_ expecta? 
Taotai of Kueichow, «a native of Hunan 4 
present living in Hanyang, Hupeh, an? | 
of his brother Ts‘ai Shih-kuang, an e%; | 
pectant Under Secretary of the Board of | 
Punishments. These two brothers hav? | 
contributed the sum of Tls. 15,000 each, oF | 
a total of Tls. 30,000, to the war fund 
which sum was raised by selling a portio? 
of the family estate. They declared 1? 
sending this large sum to the Provincia 
Treasurer of Hupeh, that they had dopé 
so in dutiful memory of the injunction 
of their late father, a late expectant Taotal 
who began inculcating into them when ye 
children the vital principles of loyalty t? 
their country, and that whenever the 
should unfortunately witness their sovet’ 
eign and country in a strait and in dange’ | 
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ne 


their first duty was to sacrifice their all for 

® welfare of both, even to selling and 
Parting with the family estate. Con- 
Sidering therefore that such a crisis was at 
and the brothers had done this in fulfil- 
Ment of their filial duty to their parent 
and loyalty to their country. As they had 
Sacrificed themselves from such a point of 
View it would be superfluous to say that 

€y expected no Imperial recognition for 
What they haddone Notwithstanding this 
Modesty of the brothers Ts‘ai, memorialist, 
Owever, considers that such commendable 
Syalty to country and filial piety to 
Parent should not pass unnoticed by the 

itone ; and further, considering such a 
‘Tisis and the munificence of their con- 
tibutions memorialist thinks that they are 
Worthy of more than the usual ‘special 
"ecognition” accorded to donors of large 
Sums during a famine in the country. He, 
therefore, in obeying the instructions of his 
“Majesty, through the Boards, to make such 
4 donation the subject of a special memorial 
thinks that he has not exceeded his duty 


y 
the Imperial favour to the brothers ‘Ts‘ai 
N recognition of their truly patriotic and 
Nunificent gift in their country’s need.— 
Sescript: Let the Bourd of Kevente consider 
“Ne eoctent of imperial recognition tu be given 
40 the taro brothers T's‘at. : 


THE IMPERIAL COURIER SERVICE, FENGTIEN. 
Yii Lu, Tartar-General of Féngtien and 
Governor-Adjoint of Moukden, reports 
at he has received a petition from the 
hief Superintendent of the Imperial 
Surier Services in Féngtien complaining 
Sf the extraordinary rise of the price of 
Srage and food for the horses in his 
partment, owing to the continuous 
“mines that have visited the prevince 
4nd also on account of the present 
‘tate of the country. The courier service 
the province consists of twenty-nine 
bostal stations where are distributed 989 
scurier horses. The government allowance 
°t each horse per day is two candareens 
4nd a half (two tael cents and a half) for 
odder and beans, etc., making a total 
Yearly disbursement of Tls. 16,381. When 
Uch food was cheap and plentiful in 
the province this amount was just 
“Ufficient to keep the staff of horses 
for goot condition, but subsequently 
Wing to the poverty of tho provincial 
easury a slight reduction in the annual 
-Owance had to be insisted upon, which 
With the gradually increasing price for 
poder, beans, etc., rendered it impossible 
° keep the service in fit condition and 


recommending extraordinary marks of . 


‘of the members of his suite 


the department was therefore compelled 
to ask for advances from the treasury, 
certain periods being allowed for their 
repayment. It was hard enough to keep 
an efticient staff of horses as it was before 
the establishment of extra military bureaux 
in various cities and stationing disciplined 
battalions all over the three Eastern pro- 
vinces of Manchuria ; but with the advent 
of them since the past five years and the 
enormous increase of mail matter arising 
thereform it was simply impossible to do so 
without extra allowances from the treasury. 
But as this could not be permitted the only 
thing to do was to borrow their regular 
allowances in advance. The warlike 
operations that have been going on make 
the importance of keeping communications 
open, and strong and well-fed horses on 
the staff ready for any emergency are 
therefore a sine gud now. More advances 
are therefore needed.and memorialist and 
his colleagues join in praying His Ma- 
jesty to grant the permission required. — 
Rescript: Granted, 
21st April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With reference to the memorial of 
K‘uei Huan, Imperial Resident of Tibet, 
let Wang-ch ‘ii-chi-pu be appointed Taipeng 
or Commandant of the Tibetan troops in 
Ulterior Tibet. 

(2) Kuei Hsiang is appointed Deputy 
Military Governor and Manchu Brigade- 
General of Shanhaikuan, and Kuan Hsiang 
is appointed Lieutenant-General of the 
Bordered Yellow Mongolian Banner. 


THE SUITE OF THE YUNNAN LITERARY 
CHANCELLOR. 


Sung Fan, Governor of Yiinnan and 
acting Viceroy of the Yiinkuei prv- 
vinces, states that whenever a new Li- 
terary Chancellor arrives at a province, 
he is bound by etiquette to send a list 
to the 
Governor or Viceroy of the said province 
so that the latter may see that he 
has no native of the said province, or native 
living within a radius of 500 lz outside the 
said province, in his suite. This is to 
prevent undue local influence on a Literary 
Chancellor’s suite whose duty it is to aid 
him in his labours while examining theses 
during the annual licentiate examinations 
of the province. As Yao Wén-cho, the 
Literary Chancellor of Yiinnan, took over 
his seals of office on the 13th of January 
last the memorialist had. to examine 
the birthplaces of the members of the 
former's suite. He found that they 
were all natives either of Kiangsu or of 
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Chékiang, and belonged either to the chujén 
or the first class licentiate degrees. Hence 
they fulfil the requirements first of not be- 
ing natives of Yiinnan and second they be- 
long to provinces over 500 li distant from 
the said province.—Ressript : Noted. 


22nd April. 


The whole of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with Liu K‘un-yi’s report on the 
Censor Nien-tze’s denunciation of Yi Kuei, 
Deputy Military Governor and Manchu 
Brigade General of Shanhaikuan. For 
Decree vide Guzette translations of the 20th 
instant. 


23rd April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


His Majesty the Emperor grants general 
audience to expectant provincial officials 
to-morrow morning at 6.30 o’clock in the 
Chungho Throne-hall. 


No papers of interest, 


24th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
Jui Hsiin, Vice-Director of the Imperial 
Academy, requesting that we should issue 
a decree enjoining upon the provincial 
officiala the exercise of care and justice 
in selecting candidates for the Imperial 
recognition, it seems that of late years 
the said high provincial authorities have 
been accustomed to recommend persons 
for appointment more in deference to 
family influence and favouritism than 
is consistent with the principles of jus- 
tice and impartiality, insomuch that, 
although there have been certain cases in 
which the persons recommended have 
proved themselves competent and valuable 
to the State, the majority, however, have 
turned out to be just the contrary and 
have displayed gross misgovernment and 
evil conduct. This is, indeed, incom- 
patible with the principles of loyalty to the 
Throne. We therefore issue this edict 
insisting upon the Ministers of the various 
metropolitan Boards and the high pro- 
vincial authorities exercising in the future 
strict justice and impartiality in selecting 
candidates for our favour, and we hereby 
notify that if any new appointee should 
prove unworthy of our favour that the 
person or persons who recommended him 
shall be made responsible and suffer for the 
ill-conduct of their protégés. In this way 
we earnestly trust that only worthy persons 
will be brought to the Imperial notice. 

(2) We appoint the 12th of May next for 
the triennial examination of Hanlin Bache- 


lors who desire promotion or appointments 
in the provincial administrations, the sal 
examinations to take place in the Paoh? 
Throne-hall. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 
_ His Majesty proceeds to-morrow morn’ 
ing at 4 o'clock to worship at the Ancestral 
Temple. 


THE SUMMARY DECAPITATION LIST OF 
KUANGSI. 


Chang Lien-kuei, Governor of Kuangsis 
reports that in June, 1882, it was decide 
by the Board of Punishments that in com 
sideration of the then unsettled state 
of Kuangsi province power should bé 
given to the district and department 
magistrates, after a final trial by the! 
immediate superiors in the prefecturé 
cities, to decapitate summarily a 
evil characters and bandits that might be 
captured with arms in their hands withov! 
reference to the high provincial authorities 
and that this law should be in force fot 
one year. But owing to such of the dis 
tricts as were in the neighbourhood of thé 
Miao and Yao savages, amongst whom 
desperadoes and bandits tind a ready 
cover from the officers of justice, it was 
eventually decided to continue the above 
for a term of years until such time as it 
should be proved that these border dis’ 
tricts shall be as quiet and peaceable 
as the more central portiens of the sal 
provinces. Indeed, it was found upoP 
experience that such was the lawless char’ 
acter of these frontier bandits that eve? 
if pecuniary motives did not tempt them 
out to raid upon the country they were 
found often to issue out from their strong’ 
holds amongst the Miao and Yao savage® 
for no other purpose than to capture 
village maidens and women and carry 
them back with them to their lairs- 
For this reason special powers were 
given to district magistrates to sum 
marily decapitate those they might cap’ 
ture in this manner. But to prevent 
any chance of wrongful execution the 
said magistrates were bound to refer the 
cases first to their immediate superior® 
such as the sub-prefecta and prefects of 
Taotais and prove them first before 
they were allowed to behead their prisoners- 
Another and the principal reason for the 
power thus given to the district and depart- 
ment magistrates was owing to their great 
distance from the provincial capital whe? 
it was feared that if the prisoners wer? 
transported for final trial at the capital 
the confréres of the bandits were juat a9 
likely as not to effect a rescue en rowtle 
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Hence for the sake of the administration 
Justice it was decided to allow sum- 
Mary decapitations in the border districts 
Tan unlimited term of years and 
Without first referring to the memorialist. 
nlike other provinces, which send an 
Mnual list of such executions at the end 
re €ach year, Kuangsi with its special 
7 Tangements has to send quarterly reports. 
he autumn report for 1894 has already 
®en sent up to Peking by the memorialist 
and the present one is the winter list for the 
Past year (1894). The reports from the bor- 
&r districts of Pehseh, Laiping, Kueihsien, 
chase, Shangssi, Hsinning, Mingheng- 
: ow, Map‘ing, Wuhsiien, Yuch‘ii, Hoch ‘th 
oad Loyung, give a total of twenty-seven 
wheeety decapitations for the said term 
i ich were the only executions of the kind 
€ province. These executions corres- 
Ponded ‘in number and manner to the re- 
i Made at the prefectural yaméns by the 
Ufferers of the outrages and hence memo- 
“alist is of the opinion that the executions 
L questions were all deserved.—Rescript : 
et the Board of Punishments take note. 
Bs st of names uf executed offenders and the 
: Uses of their decupitation herewith sent to 
“td Board to be filed. 


25th April. 
“LOSE CONNECTIONS NOF ALLOWED IN THE 
SAME PROVINCE. 

a Sung Fan, Governor of Yiinnan and 
ring Viceroy of the Yiinkuei provinces, 
yports that Li Chao-sieh, Taotai of the 
““Atung Intendancy of Yiinnan has peti- 
wed that he has just become connected 
mith Shih Nien-tsu, the Provincial Judge 
hi the same province by the marriage of 
off daughter to Shih Nien-tsu’s son. _ As 
clal etiquette forbids close connections 

th Tule in the same province and requires 
the relative of inferior rank to give way to 
h ® one of superior rank, the said Taotai 
°W requests that he be tranferred, as is 
ageomary, to an equivalent post in an 
J°ining province ruled by the same Vice- 
°Y which in the present instance is the 
rovince of Kueichou.—Rescript: Let the 
ard of Civil Appointments report thereon, 


26th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 
yD Pa-k‘é-tan-pu reports that he is still 
th and asks for extension of leave and also 

at some one be appointed to take his 
Poet pro tem. Let Pa-k‘é-tan-pu be given 
ether month’s leave and let Ch‘ung 
Bog act as acting Vice-President of the 
Sard of War during the former's illness. 


él 


(2) Siang P‘u is appointed acting Com- 
mander of the Left Wing of the Imperial 
Guard’s vanguard in the absence of Pa- 
k‘é-tan-pu. 


THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ADVISERS. 


(3) With reference to the terms of the 
new Treaty we are certain that both Liu 
K‘un-yi and Wang Wén-shao feel ag we 
do that the cession of two slices of our 
territory and the payment of two hundred 
million taels as an indemnity are terms 
which are extremely hard to grant ; but 
the Wojén (Japanese) vaunting in their pre- 
vious succession of victories are resolute in 
their declaration that unless we grant these 
terms they will not cease in their hostile 
operations against us. Granted then that 
hostilities recommence what are the prob- 
abilities? The enemy will attack Liao- 
yang and Moukden in the north, and 
westwards they will attack Peking. For 
the past few days we have been deluged 
with memorials from the various officers of 
our Court and the country in which they 
unanimonsly declare that we ought by no 
means to ratify the new treaty. Their 
arguments as a rule have all been based 
on unrefutable grounds; but they have 
left out of their calculations the extreme 
importance of Liaoyang, Moukden and 
Peking and the necessity of providing 
for their safety and inviolability. If 
then we refuse to ratify the treaty 
hostilities will recommence at once. In 
such a crisis if we be not sure of the ability 
of our troops to repulse the enemy, <lisaster 
to the country will be instantaneous, 
Furthermore there will then be no chance 
of returning to the status in quo. In Liu 
K’un-yi’s last memorial telegraphed to us 
dealing with the terms of the Treaty he 
states that ‘‘even if our armies be not 
victorious he will still be able to prolong 
and drag on the war:” while Wang Wén- 
shao declares in his memorial that the 
army corps of Nieh Shih-chéng, Pro- 
vincial Commander-in-Chief of Chihli, 
“is in very good condition and state 
of preparation,” and that they will be 
‘* able to give a good account of themselves 
against the enemy.” But the present crisis 
is one that does not admit of procrastina- 
tion but requires instant decision. The 
question is shall there be peace or war? 
The supreme importance of the question 
admits of no delay and we direct Liu 
K‘un-yi (as Generalissimo) and Wang 
Wéng-shao (as Chief Commissioner of 
Supplies) to give us an answer in plain Yes 
or No what it shall be. They are to give 
earnest consideratiun to the present state 


of affairs; they are to scan minutely 
the condition of the various army corps 
in the field ; whether these troops can be 
relied upon in the event of fighting being 
resumed, or not, and then report to us 
frankly what each individually thinks 
after he shall have weighed carefully the 
pros and cons for peace or war. We forbid 
the -said Viceroys to return enigmatic 
answers to our question, and try to shirk 
the responsibility of the future conse- 
quences of their advice. 
27th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ts‘ien Ying-p‘u is appointed to check 
off the names of the successful Chinshih 
candidates in the official list and to impress 
the seal on the said list. 

(2) The Board of Civil Appointments is 
commanded to consider and report upon 
the memorial of the Censor Tai En-p‘u who 
recommends that petty officials in the pro- 
vinces who have paid their fees for the 
privilege of choosing the provinces where 
they wish to go as expectants be granted 
a longer time to proceed to their posts. 


DISASTEOUS HAILSTORMS IN KANSU. 

Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Senior Guardian of 
the Heir Apparent and Viceroy of the 
Shenkan provinces, reports that last au- 
tumn (1894) he reported that the crops 
in the prefecture of Lanchou, in Kansu, 
had heen partially destroyed by hailstorms 
and prayed that the suffering districts 
should be allowed extra time to pay their 
taxes. In that memorial memorialist also 
mentioned having received reports from 
the magistrate of Wénhsien of disastrous 
hailstorms having destroyed the crops in 
his district, but parenthetically remarked 
in the said memorial that he had to first find 
out whether the destruction to the crops 
amounted to anything serious enough to 
warrant asking for government leniency. 
Memorialist has now received detailed 
reports of the result of the hailstorms in 
question and finds that in the said district 
no less than 1,597$ mow -of land had 
suffered from them. He therefore prays 
that the people of the said district be also 
granted time to pay their land taxes 
heyond the usual period.—-Rescript: Let 
the Board of Recrenue take note. 

THE NEPAULESE OR GOORKHA TRIBUTE 

MISSION. 

K‘uci Huan, Imperial Resident at Lhassa, 
reports the arrival at Lhassa on the 25th 
of November, 1894, of the tribute mission 
of Pi-shu-t‘i-pi-pi-kerh’-ma-sheng-sieh-shu- 
tséng-ké-pa-ha-tu-shu-sa-ha, King of the 
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Goorkhas, Nepaul, who reports in his 
petition that he is now sending the 
tribute presents of his kingdom for thé 
year 1887, and that he has appointed 4 
Chief and an Assistant Tributary Ambas 
sador to escort the tribute to the foot 
of his Majesty’s Throne at Peking. 
will be remembered that memorialist Te 
ported to the Throne some time befor? 
of the entrance of the said mission int? 
Tibet and informed his Majesty also that 
he had sent deputies to Niehlapen to meet 
it and escort the mission to Lhassa, The 
ambassadors having been given an audience? 
bythe memorialist they forthwith presente 
the letter of the King of the Goorkhas whic 
being interpreted into Chinese states that 
the King had appointed two special am 
bassadors to carry his tribute to Peking? 
that the Chief Ambassador's name w?? 
Ké6-chi-wu-ta-shu-pi-kerh’-ma-shu-né-p® 
ha-tu-shu, and the Assistant Ambassador ® 
name was Sa-erh-ta-erh-teu-ta-pi-shu-k‘# 
tsa-ké-ts‘ien-ti-shu ; and that these ha' 
been sent on their mission from thé 
capital of Nepaul, namely, the city ° 
Yanpu, onthe 10th of July, 1894. Fur 
thermore, the Goorkha King besought 
memorialist that upon the arrival ° 
the said mission at Lhassa, he shoul 
kindly give them the necessary 4! 
and instructions whereby they might 
reach Peking in safety, etc., As ae 
memorial of the Goorkha king was couch¢ 
in the terms which denoted perfect sincet™” 
ty and earnestness memorialist according) 
named a day for taking an inventory ° 
the tribute articles and gave the amba% 
sadors the regulation banquet, presenting 
each of them and their suite further wit? 
silks, satins, and silver medals, also purs® 
and small knives, tea, mutton, rice, a? 
flour. As a private present from the Io 
perial Resident, memorialist gave th? 
ambassadors the regulation one hundreé 
taels, and fur robes and fur-lined boots t¢ 
preserve them against the inclemency ° 
the winter weather. In conclusion m& 
morialist ordered his officers to teach th? 
chief members of the mission the In” 
perial etiquette to be observed when they 
were received in audience by You! 
Majesty. As the mission comes fro® 
a distant barbarous country and have the 
uncouth manners of outside barbariav® 
it is all the more important to appol? 
officers perfectly acquainted with theif 
habits, etc., to escort them through th? 
country to the capital. Hence memorialis 
hasappointed Chou Tze-kuei, atime-expire 
Lieutenant and acting Captain of Ulterio® 
Tibet, who has been given charge of th? 
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Mission with an escort of 19 soldiers. In 
aubany with the mission memorialist has 
npPointed as chief interpreter a govern- 
sant teacher of the Goorkha language with 
1;-eral of his student interpreters to assist 
'm. The said Lieutenant started with 
of petty of Goorkhas, etc., on the 22nd 
tap coruary, 1895, from Lhassa and he will 
“Xe them as far as the Szechuan bor- 
ae where the Szechuan Viceroy who has 
Feady been informed of the fact will be 
*Xpected to take over the charge of the 
ity as far as the Shensi borders and 
the thence into Shansi, Honan, and Chihli, 
che authorities of each province having 
arge of the mission while passing through 
at Pe territories until they shall have arrived 
ri “eking, In consequence of this memo- 
Vilist has already informed the various 
- eroys and Governors of the proposed 
ourney of the Goorkhas to Peking and 
the Same time informs his Majesty of 
Re date of their departure from Lhassa. 
xtclosed memorialist begs to present a 
nese translation of the Goorkha King’s 
‘emorial ; a list of his tribute presents ; 
then? list containing the names of the 
Rambers of the said tribute mission.— 
1 ®serint: Let the Yaméns concerned take 
we and take churge also of the three en- 
ures named herein. 
28th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
1] (1) Appointing a number of officials to 
ig, betvopolitan and provincial administra- 
8, 

me The Board of Punishments reports 
At the delinquent ex-General of the 
Hovchwang (Yingk‘ow) troops, Tsiang 
cane has arrived under arrest at the 
. Dital andasks for the Imperial instructions 
sre’, t0 do with the prisoner. Let the 
‘td Tsiang Hsi-yi be at once tried upon 
be Various counts preferred against him 
qv, the Viceroys of Féngtien and Chihli 
ine let him be punished in accordance with 
Claw provided for such cases. 
A Lu Lien, Libationer of the Imperial 
Sademy, complains of the slowness of 
Promotions amongst the captains and 
yvatenants in charge of the grain transport 
We Grand Canal police. Let the Board of 
eet Fepnrt at once the names of the time- 
tyPired oficers and promote them in order 
‘at they may give place to the expectant 
ficials 


a (4) Wang Wéng-shao presents a list of the 
Clinquent officers of the Peiyang fleet after 
Usual investigation as to the loss of the 

Sd fleet, We hereby command that Lieut.- 

Commander Lin Kuo-siang ; the Post-Cap- 


tains Yeh Chu-kuei and K‘ew Pwo-jén; 
Commander Li Ho; Captain Lin Yiin-ch‘i ; 
Commanders Lin Wén-pin and Huang 
Ming-ch‘iu; Lieut.-Commander Ch‘én 
Chen-pei; First Lieutenant P‘an Choo-pei ; 
Captains Lan Chien-ch‘u, Lii Wen-chin ; 
Commander Ho Ping-chang; Captain 
Li Ting-sing ; the unattached expectant 
Taotais Ma Fu-heng and Niu Hsié-pin ; 
and the Shantung expectant Taotai, Yén 
Tao-hung, be all forthwith temporarily 
deprived of their several ranks and await 
trial by a special commission selected to 
examine into their cases and ascertain the 
causes which led to the loss of our Peiyang 
fleet. 


REFORMING THE FOOCHOW NATIVE 
CUSTOMS, 


A joint memorial by T‘an Chung-lin, 
Viceroy of Min-Ché and former acting 
Tartar General of Foochow, and Ch‘ing 
Yii, Tartar General of Foochow and 
Superintendent of the Min Customs. On 
the 17th of January last the first-named 
memorialist complained of the extra- 
ordinary number of abuses in the 
Foochow native Customs which had been 
brought to his notice upon taking over 
the acting seals of the above-named 
Tartar-generalship. In consequence of 
this his majesty issued a decree com- 
manding the second memorialist who 
was on his way south from Peking to take 
over his present office to consult with T‘an 
Chung-lin upon taking over the seals from 
him and use their best joint endeavours to 
sweep away all the abuses which have 
hitherto clogged the freedom of the native 
Customs of Foochow and transferred the 
larger portion of the revenues into the 
pockets of the subordinate officials of 
the department instead of being handed 
in their entirety to the Imperial govern- 
ment. The second memorialist took over 
his seals of office on the 17th of March last, 
and at once set about with the aid 
of the first memorialist to investigate the 
Customs aforenamed in order to find out 
what required instant reform. The losg 
of revenue to the government through the 
Min or Foochow native Customs may be 
ascribed to two principal causes, namely, 
the transference of the greater portion of 
native cargo to foreign bottoms or steamers 
for transport, thereby directing the flow of 
likin and duties to the Imperial Maritime 
Customs, and, secondly, owing to succes- 
sive Tartar Generals employing too many 
men as Customs officers who eat up the re- 
venue. For instance, they have been accus- 
tomed toemploy theirsecretaries and scribes 
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as well as their favourite body servants to 
act as heads of departments throughout the 
Customs administration, every bureau, 
ofice and barrier station being occupied 
by several of these satellites who, taking 
advantage of their position and the fear 
entertained by the people and traders of 
the Tartar General and local authorities, 
use all manner of means to extort illegal 
duties for their own personal benefit. 
In this way they held control of several 
hundred thousand taels annually, not 
much of which ever saw the inside of 
the government treasury vaults. The first 
step was therefore to cut down the number 
of these officers and put two only in each 
place to watch over each other's actions. 
This had already been done immediately 
upon the first memorialist taking over the 
acting seals of the Superintendency last 
year, and at once proved beneficial 
as the officers left in the various offices 
and barrier stations became immediately 
more careful. There are over forty of 
these stations under the native Custome, 
the larger ones in former times possessing 
from seven to eight and the smaller ons 
from two to three of these body servants 
or secretaries of the Tartar Generals. 
Upon the second memorialist’s arrival he 
in conjunction with the firat memorialist 
at once dismissed one half of these men. 
Any further dismissal just now it is 
feared will do harm to the revenue. But 
the officers now placed at these likin 
bureaux and stations are proper expectant 
officials and deputies and not secretaries 
and body servants of the second memoria- 
list. He has also exhorted the new officers 
to assist in sweeping away pist abuses 
and institute reforms of economy and 
further warned them that any dereliction 
of duty will be at once denounced to the 
throne and severely punished. The 
memorialists think that after this there ia 
reasonable hope for brighter days and 
larger receipts fur the government treasury 
in the near future. Furthermore, as re- 
gards the second memorialist’s perquisites, 
There is an annual sum of from Tls. 
70,000 to Tls. 80,000 paid to him upon 
entering office for sundry expenses, etc. 
He now intends to transfer Tls. 10,000 
of this annually to form a fund to fill up 
any deficiency that may arise from 
failure to make up the annual amount 
for sending up to Peking. Upon entering 
his yamén the permanent staff have been 
accustomed to pay to each new Tartar- 
General Tis. 5,000 ‘for furnishing anew 
the yamén.” This has been abolished for 
ever by memorialists, Again, wheneyer 


the annual changing of officers at thé 
barrier stations takes place the said statio™ 
have to pay $500 each as perquisite to the 
body servants of the Tartar General }” 
office. This custom has also been abolis!” 
ed. Memorialists have also cut dow" 
thirty per cent of the guard-boats at thé 
barrier stations and dismissed over 4 
‘‘runners” from the department. The firs 
memorialist having done his best in the ma 
ter of reforms with the second memorialis 
and as the latter is now firmly seated !" 
his office, the first memorialist therefor’ 
begs to be allowed to hand over entité 
control of the native Customs to his co” 
league who shall in the future do whateve! 
he thinks fit in pursuance of the plan of 
reform and economy in his department.— 
Rescript; Let the Board of Revenue ta* 
note, 


29th April. 
FIRE AT AN IMPERIAL RESTING HOUSE- 


Wen Jui, one of the Comptroller 
General of the Imperial Household Depat” 
ment, reports a fire at the P‘ansha! 
Imperial Resting House in the prefectut® 
of Ch‘ichow, Chibli, on the night of thé 
8th of April, in which five houses wet? 
burnt down. The guard on duty report 
that there was a high wind blowing at th? 
time so that it was impossible to quen! 
the fire, nor could any cause be fou? 
how the fire originated. The only col 
jecture is that it was the work of i” 
cendiaries as the bricks appeared to ha’? 
been burnt from the outside. However, t 
officers in charge and the local militaty 
authorities of Ch‘ichow cannot be hel 
blameless for having been unable to pr 
vent the catastrophe, hence they are *! 
{list of names] recommended for penaltic® 
by the Boards.—Reseript: Granted. 


30th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Fan Kung-hsii, Reader in the Hanh? 
Academy, is granted his petition to resig" 
his post and return home to serve hi 
aged parents. al 

(2) With reference to the memorl@ 
of the Board of War in answer to ou! 
decree that it should report upon thé 
penalties to be awarded the officials 
responsible for the loss of the cities ° 
Kaiping, Newchwang and Yingk’ow, it 
recommended that Yii Lu, Tartar Gener?! 
of Féngtien, be degraded two steps for th? 
loss of each city, but allowed to retain b!® 
post; Tsi Lu, deputy Military Governor % 
Moukden, to be also degraded two steps! 
while Shan Lien, Taotai of Newchwans 
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Pay Civil Governor-elect of Moukden, and 

Yin ecusheng, acting sub-prefect of 

tank. ow, are to be deprived of their 

teen but retained in office. Let it be as 
Commended. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY APPOINTMENTS AT 
mr FOOCHOW. 
tell Chung-lin, Viceroy of Min-Ché 
te sferred to the Viceroyalty of Szechuan, 
epports a number of new appointments in 
uke and military adminstrations of 
ap len, amongst which he states he has 
the ointed Lin Kao-hui to the command of 
Corvette Fupo; Kuan Ch‘ing-siang to 
lie Command of the corvette Fuching; and 
awtenant Wang Ta-ch‘ing to the com- 
mag of a torpedo boat lately added to the 
pre wtow squadron. Then comes a list of 
Motions and appointments of officers to 
mand the Mingan forts and also at 
Peano Pagoda Anchorage and Sharp 
Yup vy Rescript: Granted, Le’ the proper 
™MEn take note, 
1st May. 

y IMPERIAL DECREE, 
of Ve deeply sympathise with the sufferings 
Whee people in the Imperial prefecture 
cto Se lands have been flooded and their 
woes destroyed year after year. Although 
grai,%2 given liberally both money and 
Sune for distribution amongst these 
of “ets and sanctioned the collection 
hea’ tarity funds in their aid, we now 
is "that the price of cereals at Peking 
Com; ncePtionally high and daily _be- 
the ug more exorbitant, insomuch that 
fly Poorer amongst our people cannot 
weed to buy grain for their sustenance. 
the therefore command the Governor of 
tri}, Perial prefecture to establish dis- 
boughs centres where grain can be 
at Git at cost price. In case, however, 
a) J® present moment there is difficulty 
se) Once in providing enough shops to 
Sion t is price we hereby grant permis- 
Dicu to the said Governor to take 5,000 
ang * of rice from the Imperial granaries 
ay applace them at these centres to be sold 
im, Ove. The granary officials are to take 
diate cognisance of this decree. 


lj RED TAPEISM. 
one: Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, re- 
Liy getbat he has received a despatch from 
ang yUa-yi, Generalissimo at Shanhaikuan 
Mtr eeroy, Of the Liangkiang provinces, 
Sup Ucting him to authorise the Grain 
Gabbly Department of Honan to pay 
oe Li Yung-fang, commanding the 
Sepy tt Cavalry Brigade, en rowte for active 
8 in Manchuria, Tls. 4,800 in order 


to enable him to pay for 250 odd war 
horses at Tls. 16 per horse for a new cavalry 
battalion. As the rule in Honan when- 
ever a cavalry battalion is raised is 
merely to pay each trooper a monthly 
salary equal to double the pay of s foot 
soldier, and as this has been the usual way 
of passing such accounts at the Board of 
War from time immemorial, and further- 
more as it is the custom for the Command- 
ing officer to provide these horses for his 
battalion out of the money thus paid by the 
Provincial Treasury, memorialist fears that 
if he authorises the payment of the above 
money under the heading of ‘‘ War horses,” 
that the Board of War will refuse to pass 
his accounts for the reason, that there are 
no precedents for such anitem. He there- 
fore begs leave to refer the matter to the 
Throne, and await his Majesty’s decision. 
—Rescript: Let the Boards concerned report 


thereon. 
2nd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Censor Sung Ch‘eng-hsiang com- 
plains that a large number of the cells 
of the Imperial examination-halls which 
were repaired last year have recently 
collapsed and that the rest are in a 
dangerous condition, and declares that it 
would be unsafe for the candidates to 
enter within the walls of the place at the 
approaching triennial examinations for 
the chinshih degree. He therefore re- 
commends that the high officers of State 
who had the supervision of the above 
vepairs last year be compelled to make 
good the damages and restore the said 
halls to a habitable condition out of their 
own pockets. Let the Board of Works 
make a survey of the place and report 
thereon. 


DEATH OF AN EX-DIRECTOR OF THE 
IMPERIAL STUD. 


Liao Shou-feng, Governor of Chékiang, 
in a postscript memorial reports the 
death of Siin I-yen, ex-Director of the 
Imperial Stud, at Juianhsien, (Wénchow) 
Chékiang, on the 17th of November last, 
The deceased was at one time Provincia} 
Treasurer of Kiangning (Kiangsu) when 
he was transferred to Peking to the 
above-named post. Shortly afterwards 
he got permission to return to his home in 
Juian to repair the graves of his parents 
and ancestors ; but fell sick soon after his 
leave of absence had expired and so ob- 
tained permission to resign. He never re- 
covered from his illness and died on the 
day noted above.—Rescript : Noted. 
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3rd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hsii Yiin-fa is appointed to the 
Brigadier-Generalship of the Huk‘ou (Po- 
yang Lake) Military division of Kiangsi. 

(2) K‘uei Ying is appointed Tartar- 
General of Suiyuanch‘eng, Mongolia. 


4th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the memorial of the 
Mongolian Superintendency recommending 
special honours for certain of the Mongol 
Princes who contributed money in aid 
of the War funds, the said Superinten- 
dency is commanded to investigate and re- 
port what honours should be granted to the 
sons of Na-mu-tsi-lé-wang-ts‘u-ké, Prince 
of the Second Order, Captain-General 
of the Silinghol League and Hereditary 
Chieftain of the Sunid Tribe of Mongols, 
in recognition ofthe said Priuce’s patriotism 
and loyalty to the Crown. Furthermore, 
for the same reason Prince A-la-tan-hu-ya- 
k‘é-tu, First Order, Prince of the 
Uchumuch‘in Tribe of Mongols, Silinghol 
League, is granted the privilege of using 
reins of Imperial yellow for his horse when 
riding. 

HONOUR TO THE BRAVE. 

Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
presents the report of Wang Wang-keng, 
district magistrate of Ch'angyih, Shantung, 
who quotes the memorial of Fu Feng- 
hsi, an expectant prefect of Honan, native 
of the said district, in favour of his younger 
brother and nephews all of whom met 
heroic deaths in Corea at the battle of 
Pingyang while valiantly trying to carry- 
off the corpse of their General, Tso Pao-kuei 
who was killed in the same battle. The 
brother of the said prefect was named Fu 
Feng-siang and his nephews Fu P‘eng-shou, 
and Fu Chia-fu. The first wore the brevet 
4th button and was 3rd class expectant sub- 
prefect ; the second was a military licentiate 
and the third named held the military rank 
of a lieutenant in the army. Fu Feng- 
siang, the brother, was in 1891 a member 
of the Military Secretariat of Yii Lu, 
Tartar General of Féngtien, and held in 
addition the post of superintendent of the 
Moukden Powder Works. In the latter 
part of August, 1894, this officer was 
transferred to the staff of the late General 
Tso Pao-kuei then holding Pingyang and 
had command of a battalion of cavalry under 
him. On the 12th and 13th of September last 
General Tso Pao-kuei held Pingyang against 
the attacks of the Japanese, and Fu Feng- 
siang and his two nephews were in the 


midst of the fighting during those day® 
and with his own hands cut down sever 
Wojén who had come up to attack at clos? 
quarters. On the second day General Ts? 
Pao-kuei died fighting heroically agains 
great odds and Fu Feng-siang, his tW° 
nephews and several others of the lat? 
General’s staff gathered around to defev 
his body from desecration. Fu Feng 
siang then made a desperate attempt 
carry his late commander’s body throu" 
the enemy’s ranks and succeeded wit! 
his nephews in getting about half *® 
mile outside the West gate of Pingyans: 
Here they were again attacked and sv! 
rounded by the Wojén in great forc® 
but after fighting desperately were finally 
compelled to succumb to superior odds: 
the three dying hard fighting to thé 
last. Their bodies have never been © 
covered, As such heroism is worthy indeet 
of Imperial recognition the memoriali§ 
heartily joins in requesting that extraor 
inary Government grants and posthumo" 
honours be given to the three Fu’s and 
furthermore that their images be allow? 
to be placed in the memorial templ? 
erected in honour of the late Fu Chen. 
pang, Provincial Commander-in-Chief ° 
Hupeh, who was father of the one am 
graud-uncle of the other two.—Rescrip'’ 
Granted. Let the proper Board take ate 


5th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Yesterday Ku Heng, Director of th? 
Oftice of Transmission of military d& 
spatches, and Chang Jén-fu, Reader of th? 
Hanlin Academy, asked and were granté 
permission to return home to look afte 
their ancestral graves. This morpil™ 
again, there was a memorial of Wen T's’ 
shih, an Expositor of the Hanlin Academy 
asking leave of absence in the same manne” 
Although we grant him the necessary leaY 
of three months we must impress upon th? 
rest of the metropolitan officials, that wv 
view of the present crisis and the ext 
increase of work in the various Boards a 
Courts arising therefrom, we must exho, 
all to remain at their posts as we inte? 
hereafter to put a stop to this successio” 
of leave-askings. Let all be warned fro” 
following evil examples. 


BRIGANDAGE IN ANHUI,. 


Fu Yiin, Governor of Anhui, repo! 
that two years ago a band of six me" 
broke into a shop in Tiench‘anghsien, A™ 
hui, and while carrying away the plundé 
were met by the neighbours and during t", 
fight wounded two of the latter, burui? 
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i ene their houses. Just then the 
Was “ty police came up but the sergeant 
sola stautly killed by a gunshot while a 
fe i was wounded from which however 
“ore Since recovered. QOuly two robbers 
ie captured, and one of them being 
hd to have been a disbanded soldier, 
Sin Was forthwith summarily decapitated. 
at this the local authorities of Tien- 
nto shsien have not succeeded in arrest- 
i the remaining four of the band, and as 
ea last limit of time allowed for their 
fee has passed memorialist requests 
Bo these officials be penalised by the 
rons according to law. The remaining 
ber is therefore to be decapitated at 
a tutumn assizes this year. His elder 
oe ther who should have been punished 
y not having been able to keep his 
Unger brother from evil companions and 
¢ influences is pardoned by the Empress 
the wser's act of clemency last year and is 
th tefore left undisturbed. —Rescript: Let 
© Boar of Pinvishments speedily report 
'ereon, 


6th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


ng? Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
“3 presented us a memorial giving a 
mestaphical sketch of the late expectant 
aia! Tai Chung-ch‘ien, for many years, 
he until his heroic death, Commandant of 
set Suikung Brigade which held Weihai- 
th in January-February last at the time 
} at stronghold was attacked by the 
"Jen (Japanese), with an account of the 
deat Patriotism which made him prefer 
aon tather than yield totheenemy. The 
er Taotai was a first-class licentiate when 
" Joined the military administration of his 
Aue and amongst other things he 
us isted the Viceroy Li Hung-chang in 

ecting and distributing famine funds in 
Ri Ms li to the satisfaction of every one. He 
ve did good service in taking care of the 
-°r embankments and dykes of the pro- 
ee and administered impartially the de- 
Partment of agriculture connected with the 
"ny organisation of the Peiyang defences, 
hic jeained much popularity with the troops 

S$ and low. Eventually, as special 
‘missioner for the suppressiun of the 
in uated brigands cf the province of Kirin, 
‘ Manchuria, he swept the province so 

®ctually that peace and quiet reigned all 
lic time he was there and for years after 
tie departure for Shantung. He left 
stin with the Suikung Brigade for the 

hamed province in 1883 and was 
™mandant of the mainland portion of 
Sthaiwei from that year until his heroic 


v 
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death there in the latter days of January 
last. There, deserted by most of his 
auxiliary troops, he made his stand with 
the slender force under him fighting to the 
last against immensely superior enemies. 
Finally finding that all was lost and no 
hope of reinforcements the heroic Taotai 
committed suicide, preferring to die than 
to become a prisoner. Such loyalty to hia 
country is deserving indeed of our ad- 
miration and in order to render his fame 
imperishable we command that his biogra- 
phy and the history of his valour be re- 
corded in the history of our dynasty as 
a proper example for future generations. 
We further command that a special temple 
be built in Tai Chung-ch‘ien’s honour to 
perpetuate before the eyes of the people 
his valour and loyalty to us. The proper 
yaméus are to take immediate cognisance of 
the above edict. 

(2) Chung Lin is appointed Chancellor 
of the Grand Secretariat and is given in 
addition the brevet rank of a Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Rites. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Red Book having been compiled 
and revised for the summer quarter of 
this year, His Majesty was presented with 
the first copy by the President of the 
Board of Civil Appointments. [This Red 
Book is the authorised Official Catalogue 
of all the officials of the empire who hold 
a substantial rank or oftice.—Translator.} 


THE YAMEN OF THE ADDITIONAL BRIGADE 
GENERAL OF HEILUNGCHIANG, ETC. 

Tséng Ch‘i, Tartar-General of Heilung. 
chiang (Chinese Amur region), reports the 
arrival of the new Brigade-General of 
Putaha with headquarters at the Poerhto 
military postal station instead of at Hsing- 
anch'eng. It was also sanctioned by edict 
to remove the customs barrier office from 
that city to Poerlhto and the former Tartar- 
General E-k‘é-tang-a, in reporting to the 
Throne that there were onough funds in 
the province to pay for the erection of the 
yeméns of the new Brigade General and 
his general staff of subordinate officials, 
declared at the time that there was no 
need, therefore, to ask for any extra or 
special grant from government for thig 
purpose. Unfortunately the present war 
has drained the province of all available 
funds to pay for additional battalions and 
the extra defences of the Heilungchiang 
administration so that there are no funds 
to devote tv the building of the above 
yoméns. But it has occurred to the me- 
morialist that as Hsinganch ‘eng is not very 
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far from the new Brigade Generalship of 
Poerhto, the almost new and quite sub- 
stantial materials of the yamén of the 
Chief Collector of Customs at the former 
city, whose office has been abrogated and 
amalgamated with the Brigade General’s 
duties at Poerhto, might be torn down 
and transported from Usinganch‘eng to 
Poerhto with little trouble, and thus obviate 
the necessity of buying new materials to 
build the new yamén, the only question 
being that of labour which can be easily be 
done by the troops of the said General and 
thus cost nothing to the government. Fur- 
thermore as the new yuméns are to cost 
nothing, the memorialist is of opinion 
that there is no necessity of presenting any 
accounts to the Board of War and he there- 
fore intends simply to send the drawings 
and plans of the new buildings to the said 
Board for convenience of future reference. 
—RHescript: Let the Board concerned tuke 


note. 
7th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Grand Secretary Ngeh-la-ho-pu 
is appointed Chief Examiner, and the Vice- 
President, Kang Yi, Second Examiner of 
the Manchu candidates for the degree of 
chiushit. in the Mauchu language and 
literature. 

(2, 3, and 4) Appointing various minor 
officers for the same. 

(5) Kuangyii, Ch‘eng Tuan, and Chung 
Hsiu are appointed to do duty at the Yuen- 
mingyuen Palace. 

(6) Shao Yii-lien, Governor of Formosa, 
reports that although his leave of absence 
has again expired his ailments have by no 
means subsided and hence he prays to be 
allowed to resign his post as Governor of 
the said island. In consideration of his 
illness we feel it incumbent upon us to 
grant Shao Yu-lien’s prayer in regard to the 
above Governorship and he is therefore 
allowed to resign his post. 


PATRIOTIC MERCHANTS IN FENGTIEN, | 


Yii Lu, Governor-General of Féngtien, 
and degraded four steps of rank, reports 
that he has received the sum of ‘T'ls. 
10,000 from two merchants of Féngtien 
named Chang Té-an and Wu K‘uei-ch'ii 
acting under instructions of one Liu P‘ei- 
wén, a member of the gentry of P‘utai- 
hsien in Shantung, whose hong the two 
persons first named have charge of in 
Féngtien. According to their petition the 
said Liu P‘ei-wéu, although in Shantung, 
has extensive business connections in Féng- 
tien from which he derives a large in- 
come. In fact this business has been 


in the Liu family for several generations. 
Since Féngtien is suffering from want ° 
ready money to prosecute the present wat 
now raging within its boundaries and 48 
he said Liu P‘ei-wén feels that he owes 
something to the province from whence he 
derives a substantial annual income he 
considers himself in duty bound, both in # 
patriotic view and on the ground © 
gratitude, to contribute something to the 
government in order to give his sovereig" 
what little help lies in his power to drivé 
away the invaders of Féngtien. Hence h® 
ordered his Monkden agents t» present 
the sum of Tls. 10,000 to the provincial 
treasury of Moukden for military expense§ 
which was done in August of last year, but 
affirms that he has done this with no desit® 
of recognition from the authorities. Th? 
said Liu P‘ei-wén has the purchased rank 
of a sub-lieutenant in the territorial army } 
but his eldest son obtained the literary 
rank of Chujén in 1894, while the secon 
was a supernumerary Chujén in the pro’ 
vincial examinations of 1890 and is now 4 
supernumerary under-secretary in theBoat 
of War at Peking. As such a munificent 
token of patriotism should not be allowe 
to pass unnoticed memorialist requeste that 
his Majesty grant some extraordinary 
mark of the Imperial approval in the casé 
of the said donor.—Reseript : Let the Bouré 
of Revenue consitt as to the proper recognitio’ 
due by us to the said Liw P'ei-wén for 
patriotic gift. 
8th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 

Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Hénam, 
denounces the following officials belonging 
to his administration for misconduct; 
mediocrity, and the like :—Ts‘ang Téng- 
ch‘uen, expectant prefect, for sordi 
avarice and disregard for the sufferings 0 
the people whenever sent on specié 
missions by his superiors ; Liu Ch‘uan-jén, 
formerly acting chehsien of Ts‘aihsien, for 
unseemly and undignified conduct an 
general dishonesty; Ch‘en Shih-ch‘ang, 
expectant chehsien, for inability to keep 


order amongst his subordinates; T‘u 
Shou-ming, department magistrate 0 
Kuangchou, for mediocre talents and 


inability to keep the troops under him 
under control and discipline ; Yuan Chen- 
tung, Chief Director of Studies of the 
Ch‘angchou prefectural College, for low 
and unseemly conduct ; and Li Hsiin-k ‘al, 
expectant police magistrate, for manners 
more in keeping with rowdyism than be- 
sceming an official, The above olfticers 
are hereby cashiered and dismissed the 
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yVice. As for the sub-prefect of Chiichou, 
mang Mei-an, and Tung Ch‘ing-en, district 
acnstrate of Anyanghsien, who are both 
®cused of weakness and indecision and 
ence not to be trusted in their present 
rae Li Chen-sheng, district magistrate 
uj hangts‘aihsien, accused of being un- 
med to his present post; K‘uei Lien, 
’gistrate of Hsinchenghsien, denounced 
§ incompetent ; and Ch‘u Hui-tsu and Liu 
ee in, district magistrates of Yungning- 
whee and Shangch‘enghsien, respectively, 
la © have been denounced as incorrigibly 
os all the above named are hereby 
€red forthwith to resign their posts, 
of present themselves at the capital city 
n the province to await other appoint- 
ents, “With reference to the district 
.'8istrates of Lanyihsien, Sihuahsien and 
hyrShsien, viz: Jén Yao-lin, Yuan Ping- 
nen tua Féng ‘Tso-t‘i, who have been 
we need the first of favouritism, and the 
Cond and third of ignorance of their 
all les as local magistrates, since they 
As Possess high literary rank, they are to 
‘change their present rank for that of 
freectors of Study and await appointment 
th eking. Let the Boards take note of 
®8e changes. 
9th May. 
IMPERIAL DECRRES. 
on) The new Chinshih graduates of the 
aon examinations are commanded to 
99°Mble at the Paoho Throne hall on the 
oe Instant for their Palace examinations 
ore us to compete for the Hanlin degree. 
x) With reference to the memorial of 
eke Lu, Commander-in-Chief of the 
by lng Gendarmerie, reporting the capture 
Ont troops of seven desperadoes who 
wifes to have gathered at the call of one 
bas Shou alias Lien Erh, who entertained 
of pet. and enmity against a certain trader 
the eking, and so assisted him in robbing 
Ee trader's shop in broad daylight 
ther cay with arms in their hands, let 
p,™ be handed over to the Board of 
couishmen ts for strict trial and punishment 
alee ding to law. The same memorialist 
-°Teports the arrest by him of one Fu 
Bae alias Fu Pao-shan, a noted rowdy of 
of p's: let him also be sent to the Board 
to lay thments to be dealt with according 


THE CRIMINAL ASSIZES OF CHIHLI. 
an Vang Wen-shao, Viceroy of Yiin-Kuei, 
is t acting Viceroy of Chihli, states that it 
© custom for the Viceroys and Gover- 
final of provinces to conduct personally the 
Withi examination of all criminal cases 
‘n their jurisdiction at the quarterly 


Assizes ; but as the Viceroy of Chihli does 
not now stay at the capital of the province 
(Paotingfu) but at Tientsin, which is too far 
away for the purpose, it has been the rule 
in recent years for the said Viceroy to 
depute this duty to the Treasurer and 
Judge who are at Paotingtu. As the com- 
mencement of the spring assizes is at hand, 
memorialist following the new regulations 
has deputed the above duty to Ch‘en Pao- 
chen, Provincial Treasurer, and Chu Chen- 
ch‘i, acting Provincial Judge, of Chihli 
which memorialist now begs his Majesty to 
take note of.—Rescript : Noted. 


10th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The Governor of the Imperial pre- 
fecture of Shintienfu recommends us to 
restore his former rank and titles to Chou 
Chao-heng, district magistrate of Shiinyih- 
sien, in the said prefecture. As the said 
magistrate has managed to capture six rob- 
bers of a band of eleven who had committed 
a number of robberies in his district all 
within the space of two months there is 
reason to believe that the said magistrate 
has worked diligently and energetically in 
the task of arresting the robbers at large. 
Hence we grant the prayer to restore to 
Chou Chao-hing bis rank and titles which 
were taken away from him owing to the 
above robberies. 

(2) Appointing a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
tions. 

(3) Hai Pin is appointed Under Secret- 
ary of the Board of Rites in charge of the 
Moulin Mausoleum. 

Sung Ch‘ing is appointed Assistant 
Under Secretary of the Board of Rites in 
charge of the Hsiaolin Mausoleum, and 
Pao Chen who was recommended recently 
to the post of Bitkeshi or Scribe at the 
Board of Punishments, at Moukden, Féng. 
tien province, is hereby ordered to proceed 
to his new post. 


THE OFFICERS OF THE PEIYANG FLEET, 


Wang Wén-shao, Governor-General of 
the Yiinkuei provinces, Acting Viceroy of 
Chihli, and Acting Imperial High Com- 
missioner of the Peiyang Defences, pre. 
sents the report of a casual investigation 
made by his deputies into the circum. 
stances which led to the loss of the Peiyang 
fleet and the results of an ex parte 
examination of the officers of the said 
fleet, together with the penalties which he 
considers some of them richly deserve, It 
seems that the Peiyang fleet was lost owing 
to the successive captures by the enemy 
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of Port Arthur, Weihaiwei and Liukung 
island. It was therefore incumbent to 
examine into the number of officers, high 
and low, who had lost their lives fighting 
against the enemy in order to recommend 
the posthumous honours each of them 
deserved and the amount of government 
gratuities due their families. ‘I'o do so it 
was necessary to gather together the Cap- 
tains and Commanders of such ships of 
the fleet as had remained at their posts to 
the last and examine them and their 
principal officers and furthermore to find 
out who among them had deserted or run 
away and were still at large, in order that 
their cases might be considered and the 
adequate penalties meted outtothem. In 
this manner the disgraceful affair might be 
wound up and also serve as an example 
governing similar cases in the future, so 
that it might not be said that the affair had 
been passed over without a justand impartial 
enquiry made into the circumstances which 
let to the loss of the said fleet. Under these 
circumstances memorialist accordingly de- 
puted Chu Hsing-jui, the Taotai in charge 
of the pay oftice of the coast defence 
administration and recently appointed 
Tientsin Taotai, and the expectant Taotai 
Liu Ch'i-tung, to join the Board of 
Enquiry consisting of such of the high 
provincial authorities of Chihli as were 
at Tientsin at the time, to exanime the 
oflicers of the Peiyang fleet in the manner 
noted above. The following facts were 
then elicited which memorialist now 
embodies in the present memorial :—-The 
Peiyang fleet was under an Admiral, and 
subject entirely to the said Admiral’s 
control. Thus it lay solely with him to 
despatch or retain any vessel of the 
fleet at his pleasure. Iu the 1st moon 
of the present year (January-February, 
1895) the Wején (Japanese) attacked Wei- 
haiwei which fell into their hands and thus 
drove the entire Peiyang fleet for cover 
under Liukung island. Although it lay 
with the Admiral to direct defensive or 
offensive operatious, still it was under the 
circumstances also clearly the duty of Liu 
Kuo-siang, Yeh Chu-kuei and others, as 
Captaina of the Z'siywen, etc., and chiefs 
in command of their vessels, to lead their 
men bravely against the enemy if they 
found their Admiral wanting. These 
officers had risen up to their present rank 
either from a very low social status or as 
graduates of the Foochow navy academy 
had been promoted to their commands; but 
all had participated in the Imperial bounty: 
hence when the island was besieged ; when 
the last reserve of ammunition had been 


fired ; and when all was lost, it was clearly 
their duty not to survive them. ‘Sue 
indeed were Tai Chung-ch‘ien (Taotai an 
Commandant of the Suiking Brigade ©” 
the mainland); Chang Wen-hsiien (Br 
gadier-General in command of the Liukung- 
tao forts); Liu Pu-ch‘an (Commodore ° 
the right squadron, Tingyen) and Yans 
Yung-lin (acting Commodore of the left 
squadron, Chényuen). These heroic ofb- 
cers, loyal to their sovereign, refused '° 
survive their defeat ; they held life light 
as a feather as compared with patriotis” 
and honour. But the others, co™ 
manding as they did over a doze? 
huge ships-of-war gathered in defence 
of a stronghold, could have turne 
fiercely against the enemy as a wl! 
animal at bay; with the force at the!" 
command they could have attempted “ 
restore the day by desperate bravery! 
they could even have bored holes ™ 
their ships and sunk them rather tha? 
give them up whole and safe into th? 
hands of the enemy; all this they cov 

have done, but instead, we find them clinS 
dishonurably to life. Captains and Co” 
manders indeed, but shipless, because sv!” 
rendered to the enemy. What a vas 
difference when compared with the loyal!) 
and heroism of the ancients! Nor ¢" 
the utmost. leniency free them of blam@ 
As for such men as the expectant Tae, 
tais Ma Fu-héng, Niu Ch'‘an-pin, a? 
Yeu Tao-hung, although they tricd t? 
find eubterfuges in declaring that the" 
duties were civil and that they were 1” 
commanders of war-vessels, etc., yet ® 
chiefs uf the naval and military sect 
tariats, commandants of torpedo cord 
ete , they had it in their power in times ° 
peace to use their influence with the flee! 
for good and hence they cannot escaf” 
from well-deserved censure. As for Ts 
Tin-kan and other commanders of th? 
torpedo boat fleet who ran away befot? 
the fall of Liukungtao and whose wher 
abouts is still unknown, their crime ” 
greater than all the rest and it is nece™” 
sary to make out a list of the deserte! 
in order that they may be summari) 
dealt with whenever captured in tH 
future. While those who met their death 
or were wounded fighting the ene) 
their casea shall be carefully sought o” 
and memorialist will present » memor™ 
separately on their behalf. In conclusio™ 
considering that the Peiyang fleet w® 
organised eleven years ago, if must | 
admitted that officers and men fought wé 
and successfully at the battle of Tatups, 
k‘ou (mouth of Yaloo) but upon the fa 
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as Port Arthur their martial spirit ap- 
ieee went down and enthusiasm was at 
1 Owest ebb. With the loss of Weihaiwei 
heart was lost and nothing could be 
ne with the crews of the ships. As 
Gee Country must in the near future re- 
neonise and build again its navy it is 
ene ary to institute a regular tribunal of 
tl quiry of this nalure in order to govern 
'e conduct of the officers and men of the 
eure navy. The following is the list of 
© commanding officers denounced :—Lin 
he sang, steel cruiser Tsiyuen; Yeh 
Ker kuei, protected cruiser Chingyuen ; 
ew Puow-jin, protected cruiser Lai- 
Led bi Ho, belted cruiser, Pingyven ; 
ae Yiin-ch 4, wooden corvette Weiynen ; 
1 Ting-sin, second in command, Admiral’s 
gas sip, Tingywen; Ho  P*ing-chang, 
“cond in command, Commodore’s flagship, 
pcityuen; Lin Wen-pin, Chenchung; Huang 
Ing-ch‘in, Chenpien; Chen Chen-pei 
'eiutung ; Pfan Chao-pei, Chensi; Lan 
fen-ch'ii, Chennan; Lii Wen-ching, 
“enpet ; the last six being Armstrong steel 
Osquito boats. The civil officers with 
‘itary power, hereby denounced are Ma 
cn reng, unattached expectant Taotai, 
silef of the naval secretariat and Civil 
SMmandant of the Fish Torpedo bat- 
‘lion ; Niu Ch‘ang-pin, unattached ex- 
Pectant Taotai, commissioner of the Wei- 
ana ct, military and naval secretariat, 
ie Civil commandant of the submarine 
ys brigade at the. east entrance; and 
ag Tao-heng, Shantung expectant Taotai, 
civil aide-de-camp of the Peiyang 

: Mural, The above officers are all re- 
PMmended to be temporarily deprived of 
aes rank to await trial by a regularly 
brustituted court. As for the torpedo 
as ofticers T‘sai Ting-kan, commander 
the Ist squadron (left wing); Liu 
‘ng-fu, commander of the 2nd squadron 
"ght wing); and Ts‘ao Shang-pao, com- 
wider of the 3rd squadron (right wing) 
Ith six other commanders of torpedo 
Pats, these all ran away on the 7th of 
me eeaty upen the fall of the Weihaiwei 
: inland forts, but being pursued by the 
inns cruisers and finding escape by sea 
a Possible ran their boats ashore and so 
SCaped, It is recommended that they be 
ane tntly cashicred and when captured be 
1 narily decapitated. It is claimed also 
h 4t some of the ofticers of the torpedo 
Sats attached to the ironclads Tingyuen 
¢ Chénynen eseaped with the others at 
tis, Same time. Memorialist will inves- 
Sate their case and report later on.— 
Re etipes Rend. (For decree on the above 
e Gazette translations for the 28th of April.) 


11th May. 
IMPERIAL DRCREES. 


(1) The 13th day of the 5th moon (5th 
of June next) being the anniversary of the 
birthday of the Sacred God Kuanti (God 
of War) let K‘si T‘ai, Prince of Chéng, 
1st order, act as chief worshipper and 
let Tséng Kung-han, Earl of Weiyi, sacrifice 
at. the rear altars of the temple of the said 
God, in our stead on that day. 

(2) Last year the prefectures of Yung- 

ing and Tstinhua, Chihli, were inundated 
and the flooded fields had not yet been 
entirely drained so as to be rendered arable. 
when on the 27th of April last a terrific 
rainstorm accompanied by a violent hurri- 
cane came sweeping over the land from sea- 
wards, once more devastating the face of the 
country and driving an immense tidal wave 
interiorwards thereby carrying away whole 
village communities on the coast, penetrat- 
ing inland and submerging with dire effects. 
a large number of villages and hamlets with 
their blooming gardens and smiling fields 
belonging to the Asien districts of Ninghé, 
Paoti, Yenshan, Ch‘angchow, Tsinghai and 
Tientsin, all in the province of Chihli, caus- 
ing incalculable loss to life and property 
wherever this tidal wave swept and plung- 
ing the inhabitants of the said districts 
into sudden and dire distress. Our hearts 
ached with extreme pity upon news of this 
reaching us and we deeply sympathise with 
our poor subjects in their loss. As a 
mark of extra liaperial grace we therefore 
command that 100,000 piculs of the 
siaomi due as tribute for this year be 
set aside for distribution in these districts 
and the villages which suffered at the same 
time in the Imperial Prefecture of Shiin- 
tienfu. We further delegate this duty to 
Wang Weéu-shao, acting Viceroy of Chihli ;. 
Sun Chia-nai, Governor-Adjoint, and Ch‘en 
Yi, Governor of the Imperial Prefecture 
of Shiintienfu, who are to instruct their 
subordinates to make a careful survey of 
the devastated districts, make out a list of 
the sufferers and report the proportion of 
aid each district requires in accordance 
with the seriousness of the sufferings of 
each. It is our desire that all partake in 
proportion to their needs of the Imperial 
bounty and we shall. be extremely dis- 
pleased if there is any attempt at pecula- 
tion or reckless distribution of our charity. 

(3) Wang Lien, Provincial Treasurer and 
acting Governor of Hunan, reports the 
death at his home in Hunan of Tséng 
Chi-feng, an ex-Provincial Treasurer. The 
deceased passed through a great deal of 
fighting in the provinces of Hunan, Hupeh, 
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and Kuanetung during the reigns of Hsien- 
féng and T‘ungchih (1850-1870) and by his 
valour and strategy managed to take many 
renowned strongholds from the rebels. 
For this he was gradually promoted toa 
Provincial Treasurership but was compell- 
ed to resign his post through some chronic 
complaints contracted during his cam- 
paigns. He never recovered from them and 
recently died. As his military exploits 
deserve our favourable recognition, we com- 
mand that he receive the posthumous hon- 
ours usually granted to officers who have 
died from wounds on the battlefield ; that 
his family be given the pecuniary grant 
from government befitting his late posi- 
tion; and that his military exploits be 
recorded in the dynastic histories. He 
shall also be allowed a memorial temple 
in the capital of his native province in 
order that his name may be transmitted 
to posterity as an example of fidelity and 
loyalty to the Throne.—Let the Boards of 
Revenne and of Rites take note thereon. 


12th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘ing Fu is appointed acting Director 
of the Banqueting Court. 

(2) The following successful candidates 
for the chinshih degree are granted permis- 
sion to present themselves at the Palace to 
compete for the Hanlin degree, viz :—Siao 
Yung-chiao and his fifty-four companions 
of the first class ; Chou Chih-lin and his 
one hundred and two companions of the 
second class; and Chang Keng-ming and 
his one hundred and twenty-three com- 
panions of the third class, in accordance 
with the official list hereby sanctioned by 
UB. 
(3) Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, sends us a eulogy upon a certain 
ex-magistrate, native of Shantung, whose 
earnest zeal to impart the doctrines of the 
Sages to the youths ef his native city 
and his general modesty and uprightness of 
conduct have obtained for him the well- 
deserved respect and admiration not only 
of his own fellow-townsmen but also 
have given him a provincial reputation as 
an example and a correct representation of 
the ancient Sages. The person referred 
to is Siin Pao-tien, for many years the 
popular and upright chehsien of the district 
of Hofei, Anhui, and who upon retiring 
from the public service served as the 
President of the Shangchih College of his 
native town. As it is our sincere wish to 
take special notice ef any person of such 
a happy character and general uprightness 
of conduct who embodies in himself the 


virtues and zeal of the Sages, we hereby; 
as a special mark of our adiniration an 

respect, grant to the said Siin Pao-tien the 
honorary special grade of the 5th rank, 
with an exhortation to others to emulate 
his example. 


MILITARY OFFICERS IN HONAN DENOUNCED: 
Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, re” 
ports that Ch‘uan Asi, Lt.-Colonel of thé 
garrison of Honan (south of the Yellow 
River) has been found unable to keep 
proper discipline and order in his reg}- 
ment ; Wang Sing-ch‘en, Lt.-Colonel of 
the Changté garrison, is a man of wea 
constitution and generally on the sick 
list ; and finally that Yang Ts‘ing yua”» 
an expectant Major of the Honan terrl- 
torial army, has been guilty of illegally 
using his official position to browbeat 
those under him and amongst the commoP 
people and also to be fond of litigation. 
Asthe three officers above-named are clearly 
unfit for the positions they now hold an' 
if allowed to go on unnoticed and unce”™ 
sured would only ruin the principles ° 
discipline and order in the army whereveF 
they may happen to be, memoriatist recom 
mends that they may be punished i 
proportion to the degree of theirculpability- 
Hence he requests that Ch‘uan Hsi bé 
degraded to the rank of First Captain; 
that Wang Sing-ch‘en be ordered to retir@ 
from the military service; and that Yang 
Ts‘ing-yuan be cashiered from his rank 0° 
expectant Major and dismissed the service- 
—Rescript: Let it be as requested and let 
the Board of War take note thereon. 
BRIGANDAGE IN HONAN. 

The same high provincial officer acknow’ 
ledges having received the following 
decree :—‘‘ A certain Censor has reporte 
thata robber chief, named Yao Erh-mi, with 
a following of from two to three hundre 
bandits from the Shantung border pre- 
fecture of Ts‘aochou, has entered Kueitéfu 
in Honan, robbing right and left, principally 
in the market towns of Shéntsih and Tsing” 
kutsih, and that amongst the crimes of this 
band they had burnt to death a number of 
people during one of their midnight attacks 
there. Furthermore, that there was # 
celebrated robber chief, named Ké Ti-lungs 
who with several hundred robbers had bee” 
robbing indiscriminately in the district 
of Yungch‘enghsien, unchecked indee 
by Yang Yii-shu, Brigadier-Genera] © 
Kueitéfu, who has also been charged with 
being afraid to venture outside the city 
gates for fear of the robbers, etc. In view 0 
these astounding allegations Liu Shu-t‘ang 
is hereby ordered to investigate the mattef 


» ‘ocay 


an) : 
thee € night of the 20th of December, 1894, 
; Ouse of a trader named Su Ssit-té, do- 
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thence and try his best to puta stop to 
‘ ¢ lawless acta in his province in order 
thee P them in the bud and prevent 
lef” Tobbers from becoming rebels if 
sig to themselves and unchecked. The 
Overnor is also to investigate 

Yi. charge made against General Yang 
in "shu and if true to denounce him 
the ©, regular way. The memorial of 
Cond Censor is hereby ordered to be 
ied and attached to this decree for 
the Shu-t‘ang to read.” Upon receipt of 
mad above decree memorialist at once 
hig © investigations and found amongst 
Official papers a petition of the 
authorities of Kueitéfu reporting that 


t 3 
int business at a place called Shénchiatsai 
en he district of Chiichou, had been 
*red by a gang of robbers and that 
®n the neighbours turned out in force 
y, ~PPose the bandits two of the former 
agg. Wounded. In revenge the bandits 
thre Set fire to Su’s house whereby 
death of his assistants were burnt to 
Chigg ” Eventually, however, a robber 
of ;, 28med Hu Kuang-chii and a number 


Uncertain whether the Shéntsih 


is hig gang were captured. Memorialist 
ha 


had in the accusing Censor’s memorial 
8 tea reference to the Shénchiatsai 
the d in the petition above, and whether 
ign obber Hu Kuang-chii aud his fellow 
Yitoners belong to the Censor’s so-called 
how 2th-mi’s band or not. This last, 
th, “vet, will appear in evidence when 
agg ™Memorialist shall have tried the 
hem lmself. Again, the said Censor’s 
Botan names a place called Tsing- 
tate an Where over thirty families were 
®Dpe to have been robbed. But it 
hay TS that there is no place of sucha 
Neigh i memorialist’s province. In the 
tect bouring province of Shantung, pre- 
Vag? of Ts‘aochou, however, there is a 
hear, Called Ts‘ingkutsih, and memorialist 
Winte that that place wasactually robbed last 
Conger Probably the said Censor had got 
lags 8¢d in his geography and located that 
the 2 Honan. But asa matter of fact 
tho People of the prefecture of Ts‘ao- 
Who’, 2 Shantung, are nearly all bandits 
thig Pursue robbery as a profession, and 
has be not new nor of late years, but 
Binoy em so for centuries. Furthermore, 
‘ng the withdrawal of troops to the coast 
Ty, 9 Manchuria during the war, the 
Digi chou people have become bolder, orga- 
tar, 6 themselves into strong bands and 
on their lawless deeds in broad 


aytion’ 
'Bht in defiance of everybody. Onthe 


16th of March last a band of these Shan- 
tung robbers crossed the borders into 
Honan and attacked a place called Wang- 
ch‘iao. They, however, met determined 
resistance at the hands of the Honan 
rustics and in the conflict both sides 
suffered loss. Just then it was reported 
that the troops had been called out and 
were marching to the aid of the villagers 
so the bandits were compelled to retreat 
to their own province. Upon receipt 
of his Majesty’s decree, memorialist im- 
mediately wrote to the Shantung Governor 
asking him to join forces with memorialist 
and try to uproot the bandits of both 
provinces. He also ordered Generals 
Yang Yii-shu, Kuo Kuang-tai, and Wu 
Chao-ping to lead their regiments to the 
country bordering the two provinces of 
Honan and Shantung which they did and 
now report that the bandits have fled in 
all directions and that in a battle with 
Yao Erh-mi by the united Honan and 
Shantung troops the robber was killed. 
With reference to General Yang Yii-shu, 
whom the said Censor has charged, 
memorialist has made him change com- 
mands with General Ts‘ui T‘ing-kuei of 
Nanyangfu.—Hescript: Noted. The said 
Governor is to exhort his subordinates to be 
on the alert and put down brigandage in 
their province whenever they can do so. 


13th May. 

Two memorials by T‘an Chung-lin and 
Pien Pao-ch‘uan reporting the one his 
handing over the seals of the Viceroyship 
of Min-Ché to the latter on the 19th of 
April last, and the other his taking over of 
the viceregal seat of those provinces on 
that day. The seals belonging to the said 
Viceroyalty are first, that of the Governor- 
General, second, the seal of the Salt Com- 
missioner of Fukien, and lastly the seal of 
the Director-General of the Foochow 
arsenal and naval yard. 


14th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

As the post of prefect of Tsinanfu is a 
very important one let the Governor of 
Shantung select out of the whole province 
the officer of prefect rank best fitted for 
the post and let Li Fang-liu be appointed 
to the prefecture vacated by the man of 
the Governor’s choice. 

No papers of interest. 


15th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Lu Chi-huei is appointed prefect of 
Hanchungfu in Shensi. ' : ; 


(2) Wo-shih-chien-ngéh, prefect of Si- 
ning, Kansu, and Li Tso-chiin, prefect of 
Laichou, Kuangtung, are hereby ordered 
to vacate their posts and cone up to Peking 
for an audience. 


TRIBUTE FROM THE HINDU KUSH MOUNTAINS. 


T‘ao Mu, Governor of Chinese Turkes- 
tan, states that it is customary for a certain 
Mohammedan kinglet whose dominions are 
to the South of Lake Sarikol in the Hindu- 
kush mountains, called the kingdom of 
Kunjute, to send an annual tribute in the 
shape of gold dust to the Chineseauthorities 
at Kashgar for transmission to Peking and 
in return for this token of submission to 
the suzerainty of China the chief mandarin 
at Kashgar, in this instance the Taotai, 
presents the Kunjute tribute-bearers with 
a sum of money and the usual silk and 
satins manufactured for the purpose by 
the Imperial silk looms in China. Me- 
morialist has now to report the receipt by 
him of the petition of the Kashgar Taotai, 
Huang Kuang-ta, announcing the arrival 
at Kashgar of Mohammed Khan, bringing 
the annual tribute of 1895 consisting of 
fifteen t'uhas (miniature bags) of gold dust 
each containing one mace weight or a total 
of one tael tive mace of the precious metal. 
As customary, the Taotai reports that he 
has given the tribute envoy two pieces of 
Court satin for Mohammed Khan and the 
expenses of the mission to the envey him- 
self. Furthermore the Taotai sends the 
Kunjute chief's memorial which accom- 
panies a Chinese translation of the same, 
and prays that they may be transmitted to 
Peking asa proof of the far-reaching and 
benign influence of his Majesty the Em- 
peror.—Reseript :-—Let the proper Yamén 
take note. 

16th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Last Autumn there was a failure of the 
crops in the prefectures of Chinchou and 
Kuangning, in Féngtien, and naturally it 
is felt worse than ever by the poor inha- 
bitants with the advent of Spring this year. 
Our heart bleeds with pity for the suffer- 
ings of our people there and in order to 
mitigate as much as possible their distress 
we hereby command that 30,000 shih (160 
catties to the shih) from the tribute grain 
of Hupeh province coming through the 
Grand Canal be set aside for distribution in 
the above named prefectures. Wang Wén- 
shao, furthermore, is ordered to hasten the 
despatch from Hupeh of this grain, and in 
the meantime to send deputies to Chinchou 
(N. Kinchou) and Kuangning to make 
enquiries as to what districts have suffered 
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most from the failure of crops, so that 
when the grain arrives no time may be 
lost in effecting relief. The said Viceroy 
is also ordered to impress upon his sub- 
ordinates the necessity of acting honestly 
in their duties, so that the famine sufferet> 
may be able to avail themselves of the fu 
extent of the Imperial bounty. 


ACCIDENTAL HOMICIDE IN KASHGARIA- 


T‘ao Mu, Governor of the New Dominion, 
reports the result of his trial of a case © 
homicide last August within his jurisdic” 
tion. It appears that two Chinese traders 
happened to meet in the city of Khotat) 
South Kashgaria, in July 1894, and being 
both bound for Kansu agreed to retur? 
home together. They got as far as the 
town of Kuch‘é (half way from Kashgar 6° 
Urumtsi) and had taken up their quarters 
in an inn when Chao Chung-lun, one ° 
the two, went out and got drunk. Upo? 
returning to the inn Chao found his fello¥ 
traveller, Su Yu-t‘ai, lying on a diva? 
smoking opium. Being under the influenc® 
of liquor the former became pugnaciouS 
and began throwing about the luggage an 


raising a cloud of dust in the room so a 


Su could not go on with his smoking. 
then retired with his smoking implemeut§ 
to an adjoining room to avoid Chao, but 
while removing his things Chao followed 
Su kicking him as he went along. On? 
kick broke open a box belonging to SU 
aud a knife fell out. As Chao would 
not stop kicking, Su seeing the knife 
handy and being driven to the ‘wall ? 
the inn yard suddenly picked it up 1” 
self defence trying to frighten off Chao bY 
flourishing it with the point towards him: 
but by the impetus of his movement Cha? 
ran upon the knife inflicting an injury °° 
himself in the abdomen from the effect® 
of which he died the next day. 

the deed was done after the Ist day of 
the Ist moon of 1894, Su Yu-ts‘ai does not 
come under the benefit of the Act ° 
Clemency of H.I.M. the Emperor Dowager ? 
birthday anniversary last year, hence h? 
has been sentenced to death by strangu!*: 
tion which is the usual one for accident@ 
homicide.—Rescript: Let the Board f 
Punishments report thereon. 


THE DECAPITATION LIST FOR 1894 IN 
CHINESE TURKESTAN. 

The same high officer reports that th? 
summary decapitation list for 1894 with!” 
his jurisdiction for crimes such as robbe!) 
with firearms in their hands and the lik® 
contains twelre names which with the! 
various cases memorialist now sends up !? 


gy 
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Peking to be recorded at the Board of 
unishments.—Rescript : Let the said Board 
ake note. 


17th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Court Censors reports that a man 
Of the people named Wang Féng-ming 

elonging to the sub-prefecture of Ch‘ang- 
chou, in the province of Chihli, has brought 
Up to the said Court an accusation agaiust 
4eunuch named Mén Chin-fu charging the 
Said eunuch with having murdered another 
eunuch named Wang Chih-ch‘ing, brother 
of the plaintiff, after which deed, and, in 
Order to escape detection, the said Mén 
Chin-fu is alleged to have secretly buried 

Is victim removing all traces of the same. 

he seriousness of the above charges 
Tenders it necessary that the matter be 
Strictly investigated and probed to its very 
depth. We therefore comn:and the officers 
of the Imperial Household Department to 
arrest the said eunuch, Mén Chin-fu, and 
turn him over to the Board of Punish- 
Ments for trial. 

(2) Chih Yuan, an Imperial Clansman, 
Memorialises to the effect that his illness 
Cannot be cured at once and hence prays 
Us to grant him leave to resign his post. 
" consideration of this therefore, Chih 

uan is hereby permitted to resign his 
Post of Brigadier General of T‘aining and 

is seat on the Board of the Comptroller- 
Generalship of the Imperial Household 

epartment in order that he may devote 
all his time to the healing of his malady. 


THE POWER OF SYCEE. 


Tan Chi-hsiin, Governor of Hupeh and 
acting Viceroy of the Hukuang provinces, 
Teports that Wan Hang, a native of Han- 
yang, Hupeh, licentiate and cashiered 
thiijén, has contributed the sum of Ts. 
50,000 towards the fund organised to carry 
on the war against Japan being actuated 
to do so solely by motives of patriotism 
and loyalty tothe Throne. It appears that 
the said Wan Aang competed in 1893 in 
the Grace Examinations for the chijén 
degree at Peking and succecded in standing 
twenty-fifth in the list of 360. A Censor, 
lowever, named Lien Chich, denounced him 
and a number of others for having bribed 
Proxies to get their degrees for them, in 
?onsequence of which his Majesty com- 
manded the Grand Secretaries Hsii T‘ung 
‘nd Lin Shu to re-examine the accused 
Ipon which it was found that Wan Hang’s 
landwriting at this re-examination did 
jot tally with the caligraphy of the first. 

an Hang was therefore deprived of his 
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chiijéu degree on the result of the above. 
Now, however, Wan Hang claims that 
the theses and poems, etc., of the first 
examinations were indeed composed by 
him, and that he had completed a rough 
draft of them, and was just about to make 
a clean copy to send up to the examiners 
when unfortunately for him he was sud- 
denly seized with vertigo and trembling 
caused by a severe cold and fever pre- 
viously caught, insomuch that he felt too 
dizzy and dazed to write legibly. In con- 
sequence uf this he obtained the services 
of an unknown fellow candidate who had 
finished his work and requested him to 
employ his leisure time to copy out his 
(Wan’s) theses and papers for him. As 
a matter of fact the compositions, etc , 
were ‘verily his own and not the work 
of an engaged proxy. This explains 
the difference of caligraphy which cost 
Wan Hang his hard-won laurels, Me- 
morialist is reminded of the case of one 
Ni Chao-k‘uei, a native of Kueichow, 
who during the reign of Chia Ch‘ing (latter 
part of eighteenth century) while in 
the Examination Halls at the Triennial 
Examinations of the time suddenly fell too 
ill to complete copying out his theses 
and papers of the third day’s examination, 
but obtained the Emperor Chia Ch‘iny’s 
emnsent to allow a fellow candidate in the 
same ward to copy them out for him and 
was fortunate enough to get his chiijén 
degree all the same. Memorialist ventures 
to think that the two cases are parallel but 
with different results. Furthermore in 
1890 one P‘ang Yuan-tsi, a native of 
Chékiang having contributed Tls. 30,000 to 
the famine fund in Chihli was presented 
with a chiijéu degree upon the recommen- 
dation of the Viceroy of Chihli (Li Hung- 
chang). But here Wan Hang has contri- 
buted nearly double that sum and in an 
even more important crisis of the national 
welfare ; hence he thinks that Wan Hang 
deserves the restoration to him of the 
chitjén degree of which he was deprived in 
1893, and strongly recommends that his 
Majesty bestow the same without further 
comment upon the said licentiate.— 
Rescript: Wan Gang is restored his chiijén 
degree aud also permitted to compete at the 
examinations for the chinshih deuree. 
18th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Siang Lin is appointed Brigadier 
General of T‘aining with a seat on the 
Board of Comptrollers-General of the 
Imperial Household Department, vice Chih 
Yuan resigned. 


(May 18—21. 


(2) With reference to the recent capture 
of a number of notorious bandits of Peking 
by the gendarmerie, let the prisoners be 
handed over to the Board of Punishments 


for trial, and when the said Board shall - 


have finished the various cases let the 
Commander of the Gendarmerie present to 
us, for promotion, the names of the officers 

‘and men who distinguished themselves in 
making the said captures. 

(3) In consequence of the recent dis- 
astrous rainstorm and tidal wave at Tien- 
tsin and the Chihli coast it is reported 
that the price of cereals at Peking is daily 
getting higher and higher. It is therefore 
obvious that some plan must be immediately 
devised to relieve the general distress. 
The Viceroy of Chihli and Governor of the 
Imperial Prefecture of Shiintienfu are 
therefore ordered to encourage merchants 
and traders to import rice and wheat to be 
sold at cost price; and to effect this we 
hereby exempt, until further notice, im- 
ported cereals from all manner of taxes 
and customs dues in order that our 
distressed subjects may be enabled to buy 
their grain at nominal prices. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty will proceed to the Paoho 
Throne hall at 8 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing, precisely, to select the Optimus, 
Chuansyuan; Secundus, Pangyenr; Ter- 
tius, 7*aehua; and Quartus, Ch'uanlu, of 
the new Haulins of the present year. 

19th May. 
IMPERLAL DECREES, 

(1) Ts‘ing Jui is appointed Senior Super- 
visor of the Department of Instruction for 
the Heir Apparent. 

(2) Liu Ping-chang, the degraded and 
retiring Viceruy of Szechuan, denounces 
Li Ch‘eng-yi, acting sub-prefect of Luchou, 
for being unable to keep order within his 
department ; Huang Shou-hsi, district ma- 
gistrate of Anhsien, for laziness aud general 
inability ; and Ku Pei-yuan, expectant 
Chehsien, for frivolity and incapacity. Let 
the above officers be forthwith degraded 
and dismissed the service as an example 
to others, 

20th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

With reference to the memorial of the 
Court of Sacrificial Worship notifying us 
that the Summer Solstice falls this year on 
the 30th day of the 5th moon (22nd June), 
whereby it is usual that sacrificial worship 
be conducted at the temples of the Earth 
and the Seasons, we hereby announce to 
our Court that we intend personally to 


worship on that occasion at the said temples 
but appoint Chung Hsiu, Ying Chiin, Lih 
Jui, and Huang Yung-an to sacrifice on our 
behalf at the four minor altars of the said 
temples. 


THE DEER HERDS IN THE IMPERIAL PARKS. 

Ya Lu, Tartar General of Féngtien and 
Military Governor of Moukden, and Tsi Lu, 
Civil Governor of the same, jointly report 
having received a Rescript in answer to 
the memorial of the high officers in charge 
of the parks and hunting grounds of the 
20th January last reporting the dwindling 
down of the deer herda in the Imperial 
parks and recommending that the memo- 
rialists be ordered to send to Pekiny twenty 
young deer for rearing purposes over an 
above the regular number sent as annual 
tribute from Manchuria, and furthermore 
limiting the time in which to send the said 
deer to the parks to two months in order 
that there may be no possible failure 
of the animal whenever wanted for the 
Imperial sacrifices, etc. Upon receipt 
of the above memorialists at once order- 
ed the Colonel in charge of the hunt- 
ing Reserve of Féngtien to supply the 
required number; but the said officer 
reported that as it was usual to catch deer 
in Manchuria during the season betwee? 
the Summer Solstice and the Autump 
harvests the present time was unseasoD’ 
able for the catching of deer as these 
animals were extremely hard to be caught 
during that season. In spite of this, how- 
ever, memorialists ordered a battue to be 
made by this officer, while on the other 
hand they sent special officers to the Amur 
region and eastern marches to buy any 
deer that might happen to be on the 
market and thus make up the required 
number. This has been dune and memo 
rialists now beg to report that these 
animals were started on their journey to 
the Imperial hunting parks on the 25th 
of April last.—Rescrtpt: Let the Yamén 
concer ed take note. 


21st May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Wang Wén-shao, acting Governof 
General of Chihli, memorialises on behalf 
of Chou Fu, Provincial Judge of Chihli, 
who asks leave to resign his post owing te 
prolonged illness. Chou Fu’s petition 15 
granted and he is permitted to retire to 
attend to his ailments. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Imperial Court wore single, unlined 
silk robes for the first time, this morning, 
during this season. 
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‘THE LAST CHINESE GOVERNOR OF FORMOSA. 


Shao Yii-lien, appointed acting Governor 
of Hunan and de jure Governor of Formosa, 
reports that after leaving his Governorship 
of Formosa in order to proceed to Hunan as 
acting Governor last September and while 
Staying at Shanghai he was appointed in 

ecember to be a colleague of Chang Ying- 
‘Avan and joint Ambassador to Japan. He 
Tegrets to have been compelled to report to 

€ Throne upon his return from Japan 
that he caught a severe cold and fever dur- 
Ing the passage back to Shanghai for which 
19 Majesty graciously allowed him a 
Month’sa leave to recuperate before pro- 
feeding to Hunan. The leave having now 
®xpired memorialist still finds himself sick, 
18 illness being complicated by the usual 

Ormosa malaria which has not yet been 
£radicated from his system. Owing to the 
Mportance of the present crisis memo- 
Nalist dares not neglect any longer the 

Uties of his acting office by praying for 
Urther leave, and in order that the Throne 
May be free to appoint some other and 
More capable peraon to the post of Go- 
Yernor of Hunan memorialist now prays to 
® allowed to resign altogether, to wit, his 
€ jure Governorship of Formosa and the 
acting Governorship of Hunan to which 
© had been appointed, but had been un- 
able to take up its duties. He will then 
® able to devote all his time to combat 
13 ailments in order to try to convalesce 
88 soon as possible and apply for a post 
again, Having, furthermore, no seal of 
Office, being in Shanghai, memorialist 
has been compelled to borrow the use of 

€ Shanghai Taotai’s seal for stamping 
this memorial, which circumstance he begs 
139 Majesty to note.—Rescript: A special 
wescript will be issuet in this connection, 
[For decree in question vide Gazette transla- 
Hons of the 7th instant.—Translator.] 

22nd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Superintendency of the Imperial 
Transmission Department for Official 

Orrespondence and Memorials sent in a 
denunciation this morning charging Lu 

‘uan-lin, Governor of Shensi and Vice- 
°y-designate of Szechuan, with having 
°ommitted a breach of etiquette by omitting 

Place his Governor’s seal on his memorials 
1 the Throne which arrived this time. 

€ said Viceroy-designate is therefore 
“Onsigned to the proper Boards for the 

termination of an adequate penalty. 

(2) The successful chinshih or metropoli- 
8n graduates at the late examination are 

e divided into four batches for presen- 


tation to us. The said audience to com- 
mence on the 30th instant and end on the 
2nd of June—or one day for each batch, 


(3) Fu Yiin, Governor of Anhui, has sent 
us his report upon the result of his recent 
inspection of the provincial forces under 
him, and also makes certain recommenda- 
tions in thatconnection. To wit, Chang Yii- 
ch‘ing, Second Lieutenant of the Territorial 
Army in the Shouchou Division, is recom- 
mended for promotion to be First Lieuten- 
ant upon the first vacancy occurring in his 
Division, and Chu Pei-yuan, acting Super- 
numerary officer in charge of the military 
post at the Lungté Temple at Kanchou is 
recommended for the post of Second Lieut- 
entant in the Kanchou Division at the first 
opportunity. As both these officers de- 
serve reward for their knowledge of their 
duties and their unflagging zeal and energy 
in them, we hereby grant the recommenda- 
tions of the said Governor. With refer- 
ence to the expectant Second Captain of 
the Middle Battalion belonging to the 
Shouchou garrison, Lu Fa-k‘d, who has been 
charged with being too old and on the road 
to decay, Liu Ch‘ing-yuan, Supernumer- 
ary Oflicer of the same Battalion, in com- 
mand of the military post at Tingchiatsih ; 
and Chou Tsi-ch‘ang, a hereditary milit- 
ary noble of the 9th class, both denounced 
for having been unable to hit any bull’s 
eyes with bow and arrow at the recent 
inspection conducted by the said Governor, 
the whole three above named are hereby 
stripped of their rank and ordered to 
be dismissed the service. Fu Yiin also 
charges the military chiijen graduates, An 
Tien-k‘uei and Hsi Chin-ch‘iin, who were 
appointed recently to serve as volunteer 
officers in the Middle Battalion of the Shov- 
chou territorial army, with having shown 


lack of practice and ignorance in archery 


and horsemanship at the late inspections ; 
we therefore command that these also be 
dismissed from the service, in order that 
an example be made before the army and 
that none but competent officers be retained 
in it. 

(4) Chu Ching-hsiin is appointed Pro- 
vincial Judge of Chihli vice Chou Fu, re- 
tired on account of ill health. 


(5) Li Hung-tsao, Chinese President of 
the Board of Rites, and Yu Té, Manchu 
President of the Court of Censors, are 
hereby appointed Honorary Tutors of the 
qouly appointed class of Hanlin Bache- 
ors. 

(6) Conferring various official ranks upon 
ae disbanded Hanlin Bachelors of the old 
class. 


REPORT ON A DENOUNCED OFFICIAL. 


Li Ping-heng, degraded two steps of 
rank each time on two occasions but re- 
tained in office as Governor of Shantung, 
reports the receipt by him on the 21st of 
March last, while encamped at the head of 
his army at Laichou, of an Imperial Edict 
dated the 16th of the same month sent 
through the Grand Council commanding 
him to make a strict investigation 
into certain charges made by a certain 
Censor against Hu Wei, the district 
magistrate of P‘énglaihsien, Shantung, 
and report impartially on the case as 
soon as possible. The charges against 
the said Hu Wei accused him of being 
avaricious by nature and capable of de- 
meaning himself to a low depth on account 
of his agents and accomplices (‘‘ claws and 
teeth’), a secretary named Wang Ping and 
a body servant named Hou Erh who, in 
turn, employed the services of low petti- 
foggers to bring litigation to court so as 
extort money from the litigants. In one 
instance the crew of a boat loaded with 
cotton wrecked by a gale were made 
the occasion of extorting money as bribes, 
and, in another, when the gentry and 
notables of P‘énglaihsien asked Hu Wei’s 
co-operation in prohibiting the use of spur- 
ious cash in the district they were refused 
their petition. In yet other instances he 
forced the people of his district when 
buying or selling landed property to pay 
illegal fees to him. His accomplices were 
also alleged to have connived with certain 
local rowdies and stolen government grain 
from the granaries to sell for their own 
private ends, etc.,: Upon receipt of the said 
commands, memorialist in consideration of 
the seriousness of the charges, began his 
investigation by first removing the accused 
magistrate from office and then ordered 
Liu Han-fang, the Taotai of the Téng-lai- 
ch‘ing Intendancy (Chefoo) to make a strict 
and impartial investigation into the said 
charges. The said Taotai new reports that 
after serding trustworthy deputies to make 
secret and private enquiries at P‘énglai- 
hsien, as well as open investigation of the 
conduct of the said magistrate, and further- 
more aftera personal examination of Hu 
Wei himself, he (the Taotai) had come to 
the conclusion that the alleged accusations 
of the said Censor were groundless and 
unworthy of belief. In the first place 
the said magistrate took over the seals 
P‘énglaihsien chehsien in the Ist moon 
of the 16th year of your Majesty's reign 
(February, 1890) and hence was entering 
the sixth year of his office there, and after 
strict enquiry it seemed that all the cases 
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tried by him during that time were 
settled in as fair a way as could be 
expected. Further researches into his: 
money transactions also revealed no flaw 
whereby he could be charged with thei 
crime of avarice and covetousness. As fot j 
Wang Ping, his secretary, denounced as a0 
accomplice, it seems that he was th@| 
magistrate’s accountant and had charge of | 
the district treasury, etc. Naturally ther? 
were transactions with banks, in this i” 
stance the Chiiho Bank, for the changing ; 
of cash into silver sycee or vice versd, an 
the said Wang Ping conducted all th? 
necessary negotiations on behalf of his 
patron, but enquiry failed to show that her 
the secretary, had had any dealings with 
local rowdies, ete. Furthermore, the sai 
secretary and accountant when the enquit¥ 
commenced had already resigned two months 
previously, and was then at Lich‘eong, thé 
metropolitan district of the province. 5 
for the body servant accused, upon in- 
vestigation it turned out that the accuse 
magistrate had two servants only, brothers, 
but neither possessed any bad reputatio? 
during their stay at P‘énglaihsien ; on the 
contrary, it appeared to the investigator 
that these two men had very good reputa 
tions for honesty and probity. Nor )a 
either of them been the cause of any acc’ 
sation at any yamén in the province. Thé 
principal banker in the above-named Chiih? 
bank had the word *‘ Lao” prefixed to Is 
name “‘Hu” (tiger) which to a non-Shat- 
tung man would appear to be the name of 4 
rowdy, butasa matter of fact thesaid Banke! 
Chang Lao-hu, has always borneareputat‘o? 
for generosity, geniality and courtesy an 
being ever eager to open his purse wheneve* 
his charity was needed. Indeed the pre | 
fix ‘‘lao” (old) in the Shantung co"oqui* 
is only given to people whom they respect 
and in no wise connected with the custo 
of other provinces where it is the usu 
cognomen of rowdies and bad character’ 
As this banker had frequent dealings wit? ' 
the accused magistrate’s accountant the 
former might have been taken for a rowdy) 
by an outsider. Furthermore, the othet 
names mentioned by the said Cens? 
appeared to have been fictitious oné® | 
as iuone bearing them have bee? 
discovered by the investigators. Again, !? 
the case of the shipwrecked cotton boat ° 
junk it was put down in the memorial ® 
having occurred in 1893 when in fact duri®? 
all that year no such junk was wrecked °° 
the Shantung coast ; but in January, 199): 
a Kiangsu junk having 400 picr'!s of cotto® 
was wrecked on the coast at a place calle 
Lingyangshé and the matter reported 


May 22—25.] 


69 


the life-saving station there to the accused 
Magistrate who personally went to the spot 
to examine the wreck. Here Wang Lai-té, 
of Huanghsien, and eight others who own- 
ed the cotton brought their petition to the 
Said magistrate asking for the restitution of 
the cargo which it turned out had been 
Salved by the people of Lingyanghsien and 
Suld by them. The accused magistrate at 
Once ordered that 34 bales of the wet 
Cottin which had nat yet bee disposed of 
be forthwith returned to the owners and 
Compensation made for those missing. 

ventually in obedience to the magistrate’s 
“rders the wreckers collected 2,450 Shan- 
lung strings of cash (about $1,000), and 
Paid the owners, who were satisfied with 
the settlementof the case and signeda docu- 
Ment in witness thereof. It was the same 
With other charges made against the said 
Magistrate, all of which proved groundless 
Upon investigation. But as the said Hu 
Wei, although proved innocent is not the 
fxact inan to preside at Péngluihsien, 
Memorialist would suggest that he be 
Tetained at the provincial capital and given 
‘nother post which may happen to be 
Yacant.— Reseript: Graited. Let the proper 
Roard take note. 

23rd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kuei Chung-hsing is appointed Taotai 
of the Yao-Ch‘ang-féng Intendancy of 
Tunan. 

(2) ‘The officers of the Imperial House- 
hold Department memorialised this morn- 
Mug to the effect that as we have issued 
® special decree of grace recalling certain 
flicers and shortening the penalties of 
others that we should allow the Senior 
Superintendent of the Imperial Stables and 
4s subordinates to be reinstated in oftice, 
tte. With reference to this prayer the 
Memorialists should remeniber that the said 
Senior Superintendent, Kuang T‘ai, and 
is subordinates were specially dismissed 
hy decree for repested offences and were 
Not simply degraded or allowed to retain 
Olliee, hence for the said Department to 
Presume to take advantage of our Gecree 
of clemency meant for totally different 
Cases, snd recommend the reinstatement of 
Sigh persons is really presumptuons and 
Contrary to etiquette. ‘Their memorial is 
Mherefore refused. 

TILK PREFECTSHIP OF TAINANFU. 

Tang Chin-sung, Provincial Treasurer 
of Formosa and acting Governor, reports 
that the other day he nccused ‘Tang Chan- 
Yen, prefect of Tainanfu, of cowardice and 
attempt to evade responsibilities. The said 


prefect upon the loss of the Pesendores is- 
lands toJapan immediately became so panic- 
stricken that he suddenly presented memo- 
rialist a petition requesting to be allowed 
to retire temporanly from office in order 
to enable him to return to his home on 
the mainland to repair the graves of his 
ancestors ; following this he telegraphed 
immediately afterwards the news of his 
fathers’s serious illness and his deter- 
mination to resign in order.that he could 
go home at once to attend upon his parent. 
This thin veil to hide dastardly cowardice 
was immediately reported by memorialist 
to the Threne and on the Sth of April 
last his Majesty’s edict was received 
cashiering the said prefect of Tainanfu and 
dismissing him from service. This left 
the said prefectship vacant and upon the 
recommendation of the acting Provincial 
Treasurer and the Judge of Formosa 
memorialist has appointed Chu Ho-chiin, 
an expectant prefect to be acting prefect of 
Tainanfu until the pleasure of the Throne 
be known. This appointment has, further- 
more, received the sanction of T‘an Chung- 
lin, Viceroy of Min-Ché, and Viceroy- 
designate of Szech‘uan in whose name 
this joint memorial is now presented.—- 
Reseript: Let the Board of Civil Appoiut- 
ments take note thereon, 


24th May. 
IMPERIAL DECRER. 


As the post of the prefect of Soochow is 
avery important one the provincial high 
authorities of Kiangsu are to select out of 
all the prefects of the provinee the man 
they think best fitted for the place and let 
Yii Tai be given the post vacated by the 
prefect of their chvice. 

No other papers of interest, 


25th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Board of Punishments reports the 
arrival at Peking of the eashiered general 
Nieh Kuei-lin who was ordered by Imperial 
Derce to be sent to the cnpital under arrest 
for trial on the charge of cowardice in 
repeatedly running away with his troops 
upon meeting the enemy. Let the said 
cashiered General be tried by the ofticers of 
the Board of Punishments and sentenced 
according to the laws of the country. 

(2) Pén Kuei is appointed Supervising 
Censor and keeper of the seal of the Boara 
of Rites. 

(3) The other day the Ceusor Chung 
Té-sinng denounced the First Captain of 
the Yéshien garrison, in Shantung, of 
having acted in conjunction with and by 
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the aid of a local rowdy named Wang 
Tso-jén in using force to take possession 
of other people’s fields and also that he 
had been guilty of carrying off young 
women and girls. We therefore com- 
manded Li Ping-heng to arrest all the 
persons named in the said memorial 
and make a strict investigation of the 
matter. The said Governor’s report is 
now before us in which he states that 
the charge that Li Cheng-ch‘ing, First 
Captain of Yéhsien, had acted in con- 
junction with rowdies to do unlawful 
things had not been proved, but that when 
Wang Tso-jén went to law with a man 
named Wu Lien-ying about certain land 
the aaid First Captain did eject the family 
of a man called P‘an Chiin from their 
house during the absence of the latter, 
which was wrong for him, trusting in 
his official position, todo. We therefore 
command that the said First Captain be 
forthwith cashiered, and that his brevet 
Major’s button and peacock feather decora- 
tion be also taken away from him as a 
punishment for his unwarrantable —be- 
haviour. 


26th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) On a former occasion the Censor 
Cheng Sze-hé, reported the existence of 
large bands of brigands between Hsiichou- 
fu and Kueitéfu, on the borders of the 
provinces of Kiangsu and Honan, who had 
been making themselves the terror of the 
country by their numerous and savage 
robberies, and charging Yang Yii-shu, 
Brigadier-General of Hsiichoufu,and Ch'‘eng 
K‘ung-ming, Brigadier-General of Kueité- 
fu, of neglecting their duties as heads 
of the military police forces of the pre- 
fectures above named, thereby encouraging 
rapine and lawless deeds, etc. In con- 
sequence of this memorial we at «nce 


ordered Chang Chih-tung and Liu Shu- | 


t‘ang to set to work to root out the 
brigands and exhort their subordinates 
to exert themselves in the matter. Chang 
Chih-tung’a report is uow before us 
announcing the suppression of a band 
of desperadoes called the Fu-fei who had 
been robbing indiscriminately in the re- 
gion, comprising the border district be- 
longing to the provinces of MKiangsu, 
Shantung and Honan. Also that the prin- 
cipal chief of this band of brigands, one Ta 
Wang-san, had been shot fatally in one of 
the many conflicts between the despera- 
does and the troops and militia led by 
the Hsiichoufu Brigadier-General, Ch‘eng 
Kung-té, and the Hsiichou Taotai, Shen 


Shou-ch‘ien, and that several tens of the 
brigands had been captured and summuri- 
ly decapitated. In this manner Hsiichou 
had returned to its normal condition and 
the prefecture was now free from brigands. 
To give justice we are of the opinion that 
the whole affair has been finished promptly 
and the military officer concerned, we think, 
deserves promotion for it. Hence Chang 
Chih-tung iscommanded to prepare a report 
in favour of Li Fu-sheng, Secoud Captain of 
the Hsiichoufu garrison, while the Board 
of War is to determine the amount of 
government aid to the families of Li 
T'ung-ké, Captain of militia ; Sung Sieh-san 
and Chou Ch‘ang-fa, troopers in the regular 
cavalry ; and Chu Ts‘ien and Wang Hao, 
militiamen, who were killed fighting the 
brigands. The usual penalties are also 
to be awarded the local authorities for 
the negligence of the police patrols. 

(2) The Mongolian Superintendency re- 
ports a case in which a Tartar woman wa3 
found to have illegally tried to get letters 
patent granting her official rank and that 
bogus seals had been used to pass 
off the attempted fraud. The woman in 
question is Wu Kuei-shih, the concubine 
of Wu Ling-d, a deceased Mongol noble 
and Chieftain (Djassack), and she was not 
the wife of the dead noble, hence she had 
no right to petition for the said letters 
patent. On the other hand the said female's 
mother, Kuei Kuan-shih, appeared to have 
devised the fraud assisted by a man named 
T‘ang Ta and K ‘ung Chien-t‘ang, a perma- 
nent clerk in the Boaid of War. As bogus 
seals have been used it is very necessary 
to investigate the matter thoroughly to 
find out the true delinquents. Hence we 
command the Banner authorities of these 
people to arrest Kuei Kuan-shih, T‘ang Ta, 
and K‘ung Chien-ttang for trial at the 
Board of Punishments and compel the 
firstnamed prisoner to give upherdaughter, 
Wu Kuei-shih, to justice. 

(3) The other day when the officers of 
the Gendermerie brought in a large 
number of subordinate ofticers for audience 
before us for selection of substantive posts 
we, fearing that relying upon the 
large numbers and the unavoidable 
confusion of names when presented, 
the officers of the said force might 
try to pass off ineligibles to us thereby 
ur-justly depriving those eligible for oftice, 
at once decreed that henceforth the said 
department should present their protégés 
for audience in twes and threes when 
occasion required and not wait until a whole 
batch had been collected, thereby causing 
confusion and perhaps injustice. This 
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Morning, however, the other departments 
and Boards have done the same thing again 
there being no less than eighteen batches 
Containing over 160 odd officers ready to go 
forth to fill their posts after the formality 
of an audience with us. As the same 
thing should be avoided in such cases as 
We have said above we find it therefore 
necessary to give strict orders that such a 
thing be not repeated again but that the 
Various Boards, Courts, and Departments 
having candidates fur posts to be repre- 
Sented to us should present them in small 
Numbers as occasion offered and not wait 
Until there were several tens before bring- 
Ing them in to us. 

(4) The officers of the Peking Gendar- 
Merie report arresting four men charged 
With murder and flinging their victim into 
4 ditch near the Tésheng gate of the 
Capital. The criminals are to be handed 
Over for trial to the Board of Punishments 
Who are also to recommend the promotion 
Or reward which the officers and soldiers 
Who effected the captures deserve for their 
ability and energy. But according to the 
Confession of the criminals these men 
did on the 18th of April last stone to 
death with tiles and bricks a certain 
tan of the clan of Lien just outside of the 
fésheng gate and that after the bloody deed 
they had gone off unmolested by anyone. 
We, therefore, wish to know what the 
Numerous guardsmen at the said gate were 
doing at that moment and we are willing 
to hear from them what they really con- 
Sider to be their duty that such a horrible 
murder should be enacted under their very 
Noses without any action taken in the 
matter, The officers of the Gendarmerie 
are also to investigate the matter strictly 
and impartially and denounce the delin- 
Quents to us for punishments. We would 
further impress upon our police officers 
to exhort by precept and deeds their 
subordinates to he deligent, and careful 
in their duties in the future and not 
give us any further occasion to censure 
them for laziness and lack of energy. 


CHINESE RED TAPE. 

Wang Lien, acting Governer of Hunan 
and Provincial Treasure clect of Anhui, 
reports that Wang Hsiiu, sub-prefect of 
henchou, who was recently impri- 
Soned for bambuving two prisoners too 
Severely which eventually resulted in 
death, after having had his rank taken 
away from him and being placed in prison at 
Changsha to await trial, suddenly fell sick 
the other day and died. Memorialist sent a 
deputy to bold an inquest over the body and 
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found that the deceased had died a natural 
death. But as the law requires that a 
sentence be recorded against the offending 
official in spite of death, he now reports 
that for the misdemeanour of using too 
severely an instrument of punishment 
thereby occasioning death the said official 
should be bambooed a hundred blows and 
banished three years. Also the two yamén 
runners who administered the bamboo 
at the command of their superior are 
sentenced to 90 blows each and banish- 
ment for two years ; but as they also died in 
prison it is only necessary to record their 
sentences.—Rescript: Let the Beard of 
Prunishments report thereon. 
No other papers of interest. 


27th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Siin Yii-wen, Chinese President of 
the Board of War, reports that although 
his leave has expired he has not succeeded 
in getting convalescent yet and hence prays 
foran extension of his leave of absence while 
at the same time he begs that an acting 
President be appointed that the business 
of his Board may not suffer through want 
of some one in his place. With reference 
to the above Siin Yii-wen is granted 
another month’s leave and Hsii T‘ung, 
the Assistant Grand Secretary, is appointed 
to act for Siin Yii-wen at the Board of War 
during the latter’s absence. 

(2) The Censor, Hsi Lin, has presented 
us with a memorial setting forth the 
delinquencies of the Imperial Examiners 
at the Triennial Examinations in the 
Palace. He declares in corroboration 
that at the Palace Examinations in the 
year 1888 one Tai Sieh-chih who was 
placed in the first or premier class was 
subsequently proved to possess a most 
miserable handwriting, ignorant even of 
the most common forms of thesis etiquette, 
while his poems were simply unreadable 
and lacked meaning to them. Another 
member of the same class, one Wu Wen- 
kuan’s thesis and poem at the same 
examinations showed utter ignorance of 
the first principles of composition in the 
one and no knowledge of the laws of rhyme 
and rhythm in the other—yet both of 
them took first class honours as Hanlins! 
To brivg matters nearer home, the same 
Censor declares that at the recent Trien- 
ifial Examinations the other day, two can- 
didates, Li Tuan-ts‘ing* and Ts‘ao Pao- 
hsiin* whose papers were marked ‘‘ Bad” 
by a succession of the Examiners, and, 
therefore, by vights should have been re- 
jected, were made Hanlins or first class 
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candidates, while two others, namely, Cho 
Heiao-fu and Wu Wei-pin who had clean 
papers were relegated to the 3rd class or 
2nd class chinshih! Furthermore, still 
anothcr one named Ts‘ao Yuan-pih,* 
whose handwriting in his so-called thesis 
did not Jook like words and showed glaring 
ignorance of the laws of caligraphy, was 
placed in the 2nd class or Ist class 
chinshih £ Such examples plainly show 
that there must be something the matter 
with these examinations and we tliere- 
fore now command the President of 
the Hanlin Academy to bring out the 
theses, poems, and papers of the seven 
Hanlius and Chinshih mentioned in the 
said Censor’s memorial, and having 
securely sealed the said papers so that they 
cannot be tampered with to send them 
into the palace in order that we may judge 
of the matter ourselves. The same Censor 
in another memorial accuses the Examiners 
at the recent exsminations of the graduat- 
ing class of Hanlin Bachelors of having 
been too lenieut with various Bachelors 
whose handwriting aud compositions were 
sv uniformly bad and ungrammatical and 
in many places crased and bespattered with 
ink that it was clearly not any uninten- 
tional’ mistake of the writers but sheer 
ignorance on their part and yet these 
Examiners passed them and recommended 
Official rank of chehsien or Directors of 
Studies for these graduates. In this case 
we would seriously exhort the Examiners 
appointed by us in the future to exercise 
strict impartiality and honesty in mark- 
ing the papers of the candidates, nor should 
they hesitate to put candidates in the 4th 
class or even reject them if they should 
prove ignorant and = unworthy of the 
Imperial bountry. Favouritism, family 
influence, and leniency should have no 
place in the vocabulary of literary ex- 
aminers, 

(* Note,—-The Li Tuan-ts‘ing mentioned 
here is a near clansman of the brothers, 
Li Han-chang and Li Hung-chang, and the 
two'l's‘ao’y, viz.:-—'I's‘a0 Pao hsiin and Ts‘ao 
Yuan-pih, are nephews of the late Countess 
Li, wife of the Viceroy Li Hung-chang. 
Hence it is evident that the above memo- 
rial is aimed at the Li family. Transla- 
tor.] 

(3) Appointing a number vf ofticials to 
the metropolitan aud provincial administra- 
tions. 


28th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Tfang P‘ing-chen, Provincial Trea- 
surer of Shantung, is ordered to resign 
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his post and come up to Peking to await 
re-appointment, 

(2) With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor Hsi Lin yesterday, accusiuy 
the Imperial Examiners at the Palace 
Examinations of putting things upside 
down and showing glaring faults in fa- 
vouritism and partiality to family in- 
fluence, etc., we immediately ordered the 
President of the Hanlin Acadeny to seal 
the papers of the Hanlins and Chinsh h 
mentioned in the said memorial and send 
them to us for investigation. This was 
duly done and we now give out in this 
decree the result of our personal examina- 
tion iuto the charges. With reference tv 
Tai Sieh-chih and Wu Wen-kuan belong: 
ing to the Hanlin class of 1888 we fond 
that although the first-named person’s pa- 
pers did not show any breach of etiquette 
in them yet his poems were, for the most 
part, not understandable, while the latter 
person’s poems betrayed ignorance of 
rhyme and rhythm. In the papers of Li 
Tuan-ts‘ing and Ts‘ao Pao-hsun the marks 
of “Bad” in them only had reference to 
slight faults in caligraphy and therefore 
there is no uecessitly of changing their 
original status in their class: but Tat 
Sizh-chih ‘ought to have his Hanlin 
Bachelorship taken away from and he is 
to be relegated to stand No. 39 in the 
3rd class or 2nd class chashih, while the 
Board of Civil Appointments is hereby 
commanded to give him a commission 
of expectant chehsiex in the provinces 
athing which has already been done in 
the case of his classmate, Wu Wen-kuan, 
and therefore need not be dealt with here. 
As for Wu Wei-pin whom the suid Censor 
stated had clean papers and therefore 
deserved a higher place in the ranks of his 
class, although his handwriting was very 
good yet he deserved a penalty for being 
earcless in skipping a page in copying our 
his thesis and therefore the Kxaminers 
showed no partiality in relegating him to a 
proper place in his class. In the case of 
Cho Hsiao-fu, as both his composition and 
handwriting were goud he is promoted 
to be No. 100 in the Ist class chinshih 
instead of 2nd class chisehith, But 
fstao Yuau-pih’s handwriting was decid- 
edly bad and his papers bespattered 
with ink lence he is sent duwn from 
the Ist class chiushih, where he had 
nu right to be and is tu stand as No. 50 
in 2ud class chinshit. Now as for Liao 
Shou-héng, Chinese Junior Vice-President 
of the Board of Civil Appointments, whe 
examined and passed Tai Sich-chih’s 
papers; Wang Ming-luan, Chinese Senior 
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Vice-President of the Board of Works, 
Who passed Wu Wén-kuan’s papers ; Chi- 

Sla, President of the Mongolian Saperin- 
tndency, who passed Che Hsiao-fu’s 
Papers; and Hsii Fu, Chinese President of 
he Court of Censors, who passed Ts‘ao 
Yuan-pih's papers, these four Ex miners 
*e all to be turned over to the Boards for 
the determination of suitable penalties as 
* punishinent for their delinquencies. 


(3) With reference to our decree that 
the headquarters of the Peking Gendar- 
Wwerie should investigate and report for 
Punishment the delinquent officers and 
Soldiers, who were on guard at the Tésheng 
Sate on the day a» man was stoned to death 
y Ma Hsiu-erh and six others just out- 
Side the said gate, and allowed the mur- 
ferers to march off with impunity after 
Xe commission of their crime, the Com- 
Mander of the’said Gendarmerie now reports 
that on the dav in question it was the 
"artars of the Yellow Banner who were 
“nN duty at the time and it is therefore re- 
‘luisite that we should command the three 
Aptain-Generals uf the Manchu, Mongol, 
*ud Hanchiin Yellow Banners to investigate 
AL once who were the officers and soldiers 
Who had charge of the said gate during 
the special hours mentioned as the time of 
‘he inurder, in order that the proper pun- 
‘Shiients may be meted out tu the culprits 
or this glaring neglect of their duties. 
‘As it is evident that the gendarmes and 
City police aud ymén thief-catchers have 
become lazy and nevlectful of their proper 
“uties owing to the lack o£ energy on the 
bart of their officers we now decree that a 
reformation be at once made and beware 
‘ow they venture to think that they can 
Manage to escape just punishment for 
Neglecting their proper duties. 


HONAN CONTRIBUTION TO RATLWAYS. 


Lin Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, re- , 


Ports that in obedience to the instructions 
“f the Board of Revenue apportioning the 
Provinces of Honan, Shantung, Chihli and 
Shansi to contribute Tls. 50,000 each, per 
‘nnum for the purpose of assisting in the 
Maintenance of railways already fished 
N the Peiyang administration, memorialist 
Javing collected Ils. 20,000 sent the same 
‘n charge of a deputy on the 20th uf April 
last to Tientsin to be delivered over to the 
Mperial High Commissioner of the Pei- 
Yang administration. As for the balance 
of Tis, 30,000 as soon as he has collected 
It, he will send it to the same high officer 
Na second instalment —Veseript: Let the 
oud of Keveiue take note. 


29th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREBS. 

(1) Lu Yiin-siang, Libationer of the Im- 
| perial Academy, has asked tu be allowed 
to resign his post in order that he may 
return to his home in Soochow to wait 
upon his octogenarian mother (who is now 
full of ailments) during the remaining few 
years of her life. His prayer is granted. 

(2) Chang Kuo-chen is appointed Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of Shantung, and Chi 
Pang-chen is appointed Provincial Judge 
of Fukien, vice Chang Kuo-chen promoted 
as above. 


THE CHEKIANG GOVERNOR'S COLLEAGUES. 

Liao Shao-féng, Governor of Chékiang, 
reports the receipt of his Majesty’s decrees 
of the 18th and 19th of April last, appoint- 
ing in the first place Chao Shu-jao, Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of Chékiang to be Go- 
vernor of Kiangsu vice K‘uei Chiin trans- 
ferred to the governorship of Shensi, and 
in the second decree appointing Hu Ping- 
chih to take Chao Shu-jao’s place in Ché- 
kiang. As Chao Shu-jao had to go up to 
; Peking for audience at onee, some one 
| had to act for Hu P*ing-chih who could 

not arrive in Hangchow for some time to 
; come. Memorialist has therefore appointed 
: the Provincial Judge, Nieh Chih-Kuei 
i (former Shanghai Taotai) to be acting Trea- 
|; surer and the Judgeship thus vacated he has 
given to Chéng Sung-lin, Grain Commis- 
sioner of Chékiang.—Nescript: Noted. 

30th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(L) Li Hsi-lien is transferred to the 
Salt Commissionership of Chihli, and Féng 
Shéng-t‘ai is appointed to be Salt Com- 
missioner of Shantung vice Li Asi-lien 
transferred as above. 

(2) Handing over Ts‘tin Huan-yao, dis- 
trict magistrate of Kuangpinghsien, Chihli, 
to the Boards for the determination of ade- 
quate penalties for being unable to capture 
within tho prescribed time the robbers 
' who attacked a house outside the West 
Gate of that city in January last. 


No papers of interest. 
3ist May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 
(1) Po T‘ing is given the brevet rank of 

a Vice-President of the Board of Rites and 

is appointed Sub-Chancellor of the Grand 
| Secretariat. 
, (2) K‘uo-p‘u-tung-wu is appointed Ju- 
nior Superiutendent of the Supervisorate 
of Instruction of the Heir-Apparent.’ 
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MURDER OF AN ADOPTED MOTIIER IN 
SHANTUNG. 

Li Ping-heng, twice degraded two steps 
but retained in office as Governor of 
Shantung, reports a case in which a young 
man murders his adopted mother. It 
appeared that the murderer’s uncle had no 
issue and so upon the latter’s death, as is 
the custom, an heir was given the family 
of the deceased by taking for adoption the 
son of one of his brothers who had more than 
one son. The murderer, Chin-lo cho-tze, 
was chosen by the elders of the clan, but 
unfortunately he had fits of mental aberra- 
tion which, as they were not dangerous, the 
family, after consultation with the tipao or 
village constable, thought it unnecessary to 
report to the Chehsien of Lich‘eng (Chinan- 
fu) for the purpose of having the victim of 
these fits fettered aud manacled to prevent 
his doing harm, as required by law. 
And so time passed ; Chin-lo-cho-tze, ac- 
-cording to the testimony of his neighbours, 
while in his sane moments showed great 
lilialness in waiting upou and Jooking after 
the comfort of his adopted mother, Chin 
Chou-shih. But in February last, how- 
ever, Chin-lo-cho-tze suddenly became in- 
sane again and one morning entercd his 
adopted mother’s room where she was 
lying on the Kany or stove-bed and with- 
out any warning suddenly raised a broken 
wooden pieutan (carrying pole) he held 
in his hand and brought the instrument 
down on the unfortunate woman’s 
temple as she lay prone there. He 
struck her several blows on the head 
but upon the neighbours, attracted by 
the woman’s cries, rushed into the 
house, the madman came out of the 
room and brandishing his stick began 
dancing a pas sent inthe yard. The neigh- 
hours went into the room and found the 
woman severely hurt, but able to speak 
clearly on the manner of the attack, cte. 
They then reported the affair to the mad- 
man’s brother who caused him to be bound 
and rendercd powerless for harm, Chin 
Chou-shih lingered for cight days and 
then succumbed to her wounds. It was 
further proved at the inquest held over her 
body that the murderer was mad when he 
did the deed, but this does nut excuse 
him fur his crime and he was accordingly 
sentenced tu die by the slicing process 
(lingeh‘ih) aud his head to be exposed in 
au cage at the spot where the deed was 
dune, as an adopted mother, in such cases 
is Just as sacred as a man’s own mother, 
As the brother of the murderer, the tip.«o 
and the immediate neighbours of the 
deceased woman’s house were guilty of 


failing to report a case of madness to the 
district magistrate and did they take avy 
special pains to watch the madman, they 
were punished with 100 blows of the bambo? 
each, the law making such cases co-equa 
with the punishments to be inflicted oP 
persons guilty of knowing of a premedilat 
ed murder or being witnesses of a murder’ 
ous assault and yet failing to report tu the 
authorities in the first case or trying t? 
prevent the deed in the second. One ° 
the guilty neighbours, huwever, being ove? 
seventy years of age, was granted the pr 
vilege of commuting his punishment Dy, 
the usual fine.—Rescript: Let the Board of 
Punishments take note. 
1st June. 
IMPERISL DECREES. 

(1) Decree granting the posthumous 
honours and extraordinary yovernme? 
aid to the families of the ofticers of E-k ‘0’ 
tang-4’s army who died in the battles 
against the Japanese at Ts‘aoho Pass av¢ 
at and round about the city of Haichény) 
Manchuria. This was in answer to the 
memorial of Ti-k‘o-tang-i, General in com’ 
wand of the Tartar army uf Heilungehians 
and Jirin. 

Similar decree to the above at the request 
of General Sung Ch‘ing, Commander-3!© 
Chief of the Chinese ‘* Yi” army corp®s 
fur officers in his army who died 1 
Manchuria and the Regent’s Sword. = 
special point is made on behalf of Colone 
T'ang K‘e-yuan, Second Captain Cha? 
Yiin-ch‘i and First Lieutenant Ho T‘ing’ 
k‘uei who met their deaths through the 
cruelty of the enemy, and therefore thes? 
three are to have special memor!4 
temples built for them at the place whet? 
they met their deaths, and in thel! 
native cities, the previous class of ofticet® 
in the first part of this decree being 
permitted by an act of special Tmper'4 
grace to have secondary places in thes? 
memorial temples. 

(3) Decree commending (at the request 
of Ma Pei-yao, Governor of Kuangtung; 
the ability and honesty of Ying Ch‘i-wé 
Salt Commissioner of the Two Kuang 
Wu Ch‘ung-hsiang, Taotai of Chaoch ‘ins 
and acting Judge of Kuangtung and a nuur 
ber of Prefects and chehsiens of Kuang’ 
tung. In the latter part of the decree 7? 
given the names of a number of chehsiel” 
who have by dishonesty and incapabilitY 
incurred the displeasure of Governur M4 
who denounces them and in consequenc? 
has succeeded in getting the Euperor f° 
cashier them and dismiss them from the 
public service of Kuangtung. 
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EXTRA EXPENSES AT THE NANKING 
ARSENAL. 

Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of the 

Liangkiang, reports that in obedience to 
18 Majesty’s commands, the Nanking 

Tsenal manufactured extra arms for the 
Special use of the army of Liu K‘un-yi in 

anchuria last year and memorialist now 

egs to state that the sum of Ts. 70,000 

Was expended on the above which should 
© noted by the Board of Revenue.— Ke- 
Script > Let the prop-r yamén take note. 

A report by the same high official to the 
Clfect that commencing from the 5th moon 
4st year to the end of last month the sum 
%f Tls. 4,300 was used to make extra gun- 
Powder in the above arsenal.—R script : 
“Voted, 

2nd July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yi Keng is appointed Taotai of the 
Hui Ch‘ao-chia Intendancy of Kuangtung. 

(2) Ch‘en Wei is appointed prefect of 
Huichoufu, Kuangtung. 

(3) The Vice-President Hui Chang per- 
Mitted the Extra Grand Chamberlain Sing 

h‘io and the Hanlin Expositor, Chen 

lang, to present a joint meniorial this 
Morning to us. As the two memorialists 

Yelong to separate departments it was 

@ said Vice-President’s duty to make 
them memorialise separately and a breach 
of etiquette has therefore been made which 
"ust not pass unnoticed. Let the threc 
Officers above-named be handed over to the 

Oards for the determination of some 
‘dequate penalty. 

(4) Decree appointing the various new 
Hanlins and Chinshih to posts in the metro- 
Politan and provincial administrations. 

(5) With reference to the memorial of 
the Board of Punishments reporting that 

ey have finished their trial of the 
Cashiered General Tsiang MHsi-yi (late 

“mmandant at Yingkow—Newchwang) 
Who was accused and proved guilly of 
“owardice and swindling the troops of their 
bay, let the guilty officer be executed at 

€ following autumn criminal assizes at 

eking in expiation for his crimes against 
the State. 
3rd June. 

_The whole of this day’s Gazette is occu- 
Died with the trial of Tsiang Hsi-yi, who 
*ppears to have been first accused 
to the Throne by Yi Lu, the Tar- 
‘ar General of Féngtien for desert- 
Ng Yingkow without a blow. It was 
Tought out in evidence that when the 
apanese were at a distance off Yingkow, 


Shan Lien, the Taotai of Newchwang and 
Civil Governor-elect of Moukden, ordered 
the ex-General to lead his truops and try 
to prevent the enemy from coming near 
the Yingkow settlements, but Tsiang Hsi- 
yi dilly-dallied on some pretence or other, 
refusing to obey the Taotai’s orders 
although he had five battalions of his own 
and four battalions of the Taotai’s guards all 
well-armed, who could have done much in 
preventing the enemy’s approach and en- 
trance into Yingkow, especially as General 
Sung Ch‘ing’s army was near by to give sup- 
portif wanted. Hence when the enemy 
had actually entered the streets of Yingkow 
Tsiang Hsi-yi and his troops were just ready 
to come out of their camps but instead of 
meeting the enemy they went in the op- 
posite direction going to ‘Tienchuangtai and 
leaving Yingkow to its fate without a 
single blow. Next came a denunciation 
by Wang Weh-shao accusing Tsiang Hsi-yi 
of cowardice and boasting of imaginary con- 
flicts with the enemy when retreating from 
Yingkow to Tientsin. For these crimes and 
in answer to the two memorials of Yii Lu 
and Wang Wen-shao, his Majesty decreed 
that Tsiang Hsi-yi should be sent under 
arrest to Peking for trial. There might. 
have been extenuating circumstances for 
the cashiered General if his accusation 
amounted only to the above, but Tsiany 
Hsi-yi had placed himself into a position 
for which ‘leniency ought not to be shown 
for a third memorial from Wang Wen-shan 
reported that he had caused a rebellion 
amongst his troops in Tientsin—which 
might have ended seriously — because he had 
attempted to mulct them of two months’ 
pay thereby laying himself under a serious 
charge. In consequence of this, his Ma- 
jesty ordered Tsiang Hsi-yi to be sent on 
under arrest at once for trial which has 
been done and the Board of Punishments 
now recommends the cashiered General be 
made to expiate his crimes by death at. the 
hands of the executioner.—Fur decree see 
Gazette translation of the previous day. 


4th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wen Po is appointed police censar 
of the Northern city or ward. 

(2) Ké Wei-shéng is appointed Chinese 
secretary in the Court of Censors. 

(3) Ying Lien is by special appointment 
given the post of Manchn Sitkeshi or 
scribe in the Court of Censors, 

(4) Chang Shou-ch‘img is appointed 
police magistrate of the Western city or 
ward. 
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(5) With reference to the memorial of 
Wang Wen-shao, acting Viceroy of Chihli, 
reporting the distress in the prefectures 
of Yungpingfu and Tsiinhuafu, we by 
special grace grant permission to the land- 
holders of the two prefectures to de- 
lay the payment of their spring taxes 
to the following autumn and also that 
they be absolved from government work 
until the country shall have recovered 
somewhat from the effects of the recent 
tidal wave and disastrous rain-storms last 
April and May. 

THE NEW VICEROY OF SZECHUAN. 

Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Governor of Shensi aud 
Viceroy-elect of Szechuan, reports the 
receipt by him of the edict of the 27th of 
April last appointing him Viceroy of Sze- 
chuan, the Governorship of Shensi being 
given to K‘uei Chiin, Governor of Kiangsu, 
and also excusing the memorialist from 
coming to Peking for audience. In con- 
sequence of this memorialist immediately 
set about to settle all outstanding matters 
of his governorship and on the 20th of 
May handed the seals to the acting Governor 
Chang Ju-mei, the Provincial Treasurer of 
Shensi. Memorialist will start for his post 
in Szechuan on the 29th of May.—Rescript: 
Noted. 


Sth June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Commander of the Gendarmerie re- 
porting the arrest by him of six thieves 
who had been systematically stealing the 
bricks of the city wall, and the recom- 
mendation that the officer in charge of 
that section of the wall of the capital 
that had thus been tampered with be 
handed over to the proper ayemén for the 
determination of some adequate punish- 
ment, let the six men so arrested be sent 
to the Board of Punishments for trial ac- 
cording to the laws of the country, and let 
strict search forthwith be made for the 
remaining three of the gang who have thus 
far escaped arrest. As for Ch‘uan Lu. 
Lieutenant of the Bordered Yellow Mongol 
Banner Corps, who is the officer named in 
the above memorial let him be handed over 
to the proper Board as recommended. 

(2) The members of the Supreme Council 
of War presented this morning a plea on 
behalf of Tung Fu-siang praying that he 
may be permitted to return to his native 
town of Ninghsia, Kansu, for a short time 
in order to visit his family, ete., From the 
wording of the said General’s petition there 
is reason to believe that his prayer has been 
made jn sincerity and earnestness; but com- 


manding as he does the entire army corps 
of Kansu levies, and furthermore in view © 
the exigencies ofthe present crisis, we canot 
afford to be deprived just now of his set- 
vicesand great help indisciplining and organ- 
ising his corps. Hence we confess our re 
luctance in being unable to grant Tung Fu- 
siang’s prayer for leave. Indeed we wish te 
record our personal knowledge of the said 
General’s ioyalty, bravery, honesty, an 
probity ; but we also expect him to be 
aware that now is the time to put forth 
his best energies in the management of 
his post «f trust as a response to the con- 
fidence reposed in him by his sovereign. 

(3) Té Hsing, Governor of Kiangsi, 
presents a memorial on behalf of Fang Ju- 
yi, the Provincial Treasurer, who desires 
to resign his post owing to prolunged ill- 
ness. As it appears that the said Trea 
surer’s ailments cannot be immediately 
healed, Fang Ju-yi is hereby allowed to 
resign his post. 

(4) Wei Kuang tao is appointed Provin- 
aial Treasurer of Kiangsi vice Fang Ju-y! 
cesigned. 


NO COERCION OR FORCE TO BE USED IN 
COLLECTING A WAR LOAN, 

Té Hsing, Governor of Kiangsi, report® 
receipt of a decree commanding him te 
investigate into certain charges made hy + 
Censor against Wu Ta-téng, clrhsien of 
Yihuanghsien, amongst which was the 
one accusing the said district magis- 
trate of using force and threats to compe 
a wealthy citizen of Yikuimghsien to sub- 
scribe to the recent war loan, contrary t? 
the distinct orders of the Board of Re- 
venue promulgated to all the provinces 
that no force or enercion should be used 
to collect the said loan, ete., Upon receipt 
of the above decree memorialist sent the 
expectant chehsien Wang Cho-peh to Yi 
huanghsien to make secret enquiries and 
open investigation into the conduct and 
reputation of the said Wu Ta-tény, the 
precaution of temporarily removing him 
from office heing also made so as to get 
the true facts of the accusation nade 
against him. With respect to the above 
charge it appeared that in obedience 
to the instructions to exhort contributions 
to a war loan sent by memorialist to the 
various districts of Kiangsi, the saidchehsie# 
at once collected the gentry and merchants 
in his district, and explained to them the 
need of his Majesty’s government for funds 
to prosecute the war with the MWojén ant 
alse told them that tt had been decided te 
collect ‘Ts. 4,000 from Yihuanghsien alone- 
Among the arrangements settled upon to 
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Collect this war loan, was that the paper 
Industry of the town should give a cer- 
ain sum. At the end of three months 
‘When the Board of Revenue’s commands 
Came to say that enough had been col- 
lected and that there was no need to 
Collect further money after the expira- 
tion of the three months in question, 
tt so happened that a paper manufacturer 
refused to pay the Tls. 200 which he had 
Previously voluntarily subscribed. The 
Paper Guild then complained to the 
Magistrate who sent runners and a military 
orderly to summon the refractory manu- 

acturer to his presence whereby after a 
long exhortation by the chehsien the 
former at last yielded and paid the money. 
As this was clearly coercion the said 
Magistrate should be penalised for it in 
order to stop similar attempts in the 
uture. But as for the rest of the charges 
None of them have been proved.—Rescript : 
Let Wu Ta-téng be handed over to the Board 
Sor the determination of a penalty as recom- 
mended. 

6th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Yii T‘ai, Hanlin Compiler of the Second 
Class, who missed the regular examinations 
of his class, is hereby ordered to present 
himself on the 9th instant at the Paoho 
Throne hall to make them up. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty the Emperor will grant an 
audience to-morrow morning to certain 

oreign Ambassadors in the Wénhua 
Throne hall. 

(8) The Custodian Po Lin reports that 
he canal and dykes at the Kuiling mau- 
Soleum require deepening and repairs ; let 

ing Nien go and make a careful survey 
Of the place and report what repairs are 
Needed. 
7th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of officers to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
Tations. 

(2) Ordering a number of robbers cap- 
tured by the Peking Gendarmerie to be 
anded over to the Board of Punishments 
for trial and punishment and ordering strict 
Search to be made for those still at large. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCES. 

His Majesty granted audience this 
Morning in the Wénhva Throne hall to 
Shih A-lan (? Gérard), the French Minis- 
ter, and to Count Cassini, the Russian 

inister to the Court of Peking. 

No papers of interest. 


8th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Lin Chih is appointed to inspect the head- 
quarters of the Bordered White Mongol 
Banner Corps.. 

SZECHUAN CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE YUNNAN 
ADMINISTRATION. - 

The Retiring Viceroy of Szechuan, Liu 
Ping-chang, states that in obedience to the 
instructions of the Board of Revenue to 
send to the provincial authorities of Yiin- 
nan the sum of Tls.25,000for re-organisation 
purposes and another sum of Tis. 60,000, 
deducted from the Peking subsidy, an- 
nually, to pay the territorial forces of 
Yunnan, and, recently, another order to 
set apart Tls. 200,000 every year, to pay 
the newly organised disciplined forces of 
the same province, memorialist after con- 
sulting with the Treasurer Wang Yii-tsao 
and with Chang Yuan-p‘u, Salt and Tea 
Taotai of Szechuan, arranged that the sum 
of Tis. 21,250 be taken from the Salt and: 
Tea revenue to send to Yunnan for re-or- 
ganisation and paying the territorial troops, 
the same to constitute the Spring instal- 
ment for these two purposes, and another 
sum of Tls. 50,000 as the first instalment 
to pay the new disciplined regiments of 
that province. The total sum of Ts. 
71,250 was accordingly handed to the 
Yunnan weiyvan waiting at Chéngtu for 
this money on the Ist of May last.— 
Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue take 
note, 

9th June. 
THE NEW TREASURER OF SHANSI. 


Yuan Féng-lin, Provincial Judge of 
Anhui, acting Treasurer and Provincial 
Treasurer-designate of Shansi, reports that 
on the 9th of May last while performing 
the duties of acting Provincial Treasurer 
of Anhui he was informed by Fu Yiin, the 
Governor of his province, that the Board of 
Civil Appointments had forwarded an 
Imperial Decree of the 20th of April 
appointing memorialist Provincial Trea- 
surer of Shansi vice Hu P‘ing-chih trans- 
ferred. In consequence of this high and 
unexpected honour memorialist requests 
permission to go up to Peking to thank his 
Majesty personally for the confidence 
reposed in him which he will try his. best 
to deserve.—Rescript: Yuan Féng-lin is 
conumanded to come wp to see us. 

No others papers of interest. 


10th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Wang Yi-yung is appointed Liba- 
tioner of the Imperial Academy of Learning 
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vice Lu Jén-hsiang retired to wait upon 
his aged mother. 

(2) Wang Ju-tsi is appointed Secretary 
of the Office of Transmission of memorials 
and government dsspatches. 

(8) Yi T‘ai, the Hanlin Compiler of the 
second class, who was given the privilege 
of making up his class examinations at the 
Paoho Throne hall yesterday, is to stand as 
the last man in the second class. 

(4) With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor, En Shun, and his colleagues 
praying that owing to the prolonged 
distress of the famine sufferers in the 
Metropolitan Prefecture the rice gruel and 
boiled rice dispensing establishments in 
the Five Cities of the capital be permitted 
to remain open one month longer, we feel 
grieved to hear of the sad news and in 
sympathy for the distress of our poor 
people do hereby command that the above 
charity institutions be permitted to dis- 
tribute gruel and boiled rice another thirty 
days after the expiration of the limit 
ordered by a previous decree. 


MORE TROOPS NEEDED FOR THE CHINESE 
AMUR. 


Tséng Ch‘i, Tartar General of Heilung- 
chiang, reports that in December last 
having obtained his Majesty’s consent to 
raise extra cavalry troops to be disciplined 
according to the foreign methods, me- 
morialist managed to raise two squadrons 
recruited from the military colonists of 
Tartar descent. But owing to the 
immense expanse of territory to be patrolled 
memorialist considers the present force in 
hand to be too small for practical effect 
especially since owing to the war, immigrants 
from Féngtien and the famine-stricken pro- 
vinces in the Peiyang keep streaming into 
the northern sections of the province and 
hundreds of immigrants may be seen daily 
passing Tsitsihar, the capital of memorial- 
ist’s province on their way to the gold 
field regions. Agit is not likely that these 
people are all harmless, and furthermore 
as it is reported that runaway soldiers 
fully-armed have been seen settling 
among the dense forests and hill lands of 
Payensusu and Suihua, the memorialist 
considered it all the more urgent to raise 
further mounted troops so as always to 
have on hand sufficient to overawe maraud- 
ing bands in the province. In anticipation 
of his Majesty’s consent to memorialist’s 
proposal he has already raised a third 
squadron, but should it be eventually 
considered necessary to disband the new 
levies he will find an occasion to do so, 
but with the great drain made upon the 


province of her disciplined troops by the 
war with Japan, the extra squadrons noW 
raised are indispensable for the safety of 
travellers and traders in Heilungchiang.— 
Rescript: Let the proper Board take note. 


llth June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hsiang P‘u and his colleagues me- 
morialised this morning that Hsi Tuy, 
Officer in Charge of the Wumén (Palace 
Central gate), had reported the arrest by 
him of three men who had in their posses- 
sion some red-coloured wooden articles and 
who tried to leave the Palace grounds with 
them. When accosted by the guards on duty 
at the gate the men showed great trepid- 
ation and alarm but refused to explain 
their presence within the Palace precincts 
or from whence they had obtained the 
things in their possession, etc. Let the 
three culprits be forthwith handed to the 
Board of Punishments for trial and let 
the Commander of the Gendarmerie and 
Guards exhort their ‘men to use extra 
vigilance in their duties at the Palace. 

(2) Decree commanding that six grave 
riflers caught by the Gendarmerie be hand- 
ed to the Board of Punishments for trial 
and punishment. 


LI HAN-CHANG HANDS OVER HIS SEALS. 


Li Han-chang, Junior Guardian of the 
Heir Apparent, officer of the premier 
civil button and retiring Viceroy of the 
Two Kuang provinces, reports receipt by 
him of his Majesty’s edict granting him, 
by special grace, permission to retire from 
his post in order to return to his home to 
eure his malady. Now as T‘an Chung-lin, 
his successor, has arrived at Canton from 
Foochow, memorialist accordingly on the 
14th of May deputed the acting Viceregal 
aide-de-comp Colonel Huang Ta-yuan and 
Chou K‘ai-min, the Acting Prefect of 
Canton to carry the seals of the Liang- 
Kuang Viceroyalty, the seal of the Chief 
Comptroller of the Salt revenue of Kuang- 
tung, aud the insignia of the power of life 
and death, together with the archives of 
the yamén, and hand them over to the new 
Viceroy. As there are still some minor 
items which must be settled before his 
leaving Canton for good, memorialist will 
have to stay in the viceregal yaméu a few 
days longer; but after he has done this 
memorialist will leave for Anhui at once.— 
Rescript: Noted. 

12th June. 


THE REBELLION IN KANSU. 


Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Senior Guardian of 
the Heir Apparent, officer of the premier 
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“vil button and Viceroy of Shen-Kan, re- 
Ports the necessity of increasing the terri- 
torial forces of Kansu owing to the 
leaffection now existing in that province 
Coupled with the insurrection of various 
ands of Mahommedans, especially at Hsiin- 
ua, In fact several conflicts have already 
taken place between the government troops 
and the various insurgents in which it was 
found that the former’s numbers were mani- 
estly insufficient to overawe the discontent- 
ed. In view of this memorialist issued orders 
Not only to incorporate at once scattered 
alf-battalions and form them into regi- 
Ments but also authorised the raising of a 
Number of battalions in the neighbourhood 
of the insurrection and at the capital. In 
is connection 5,000 men have already 
®en enrolled and sent on, some to the front 
to reinforce the troops now opposing the 
Msurgents, and others have been scattered 
along the route in order to protect or 
Convoy the commissariat supplies for the 
army at Hsiinhua. Notwithstanding this 
© number of troops available to fight the 
Tebels is still insufficient for practical pur- 
Poses other than garrisoning threatened 
Owns, and memorialist intends to enrol 
‘Xtra troops in the immediate future. In 
addition to the above, General Téng of 
ining has raised five battalions of Tibetan 
Toops for service against the rebels and 
40 Mu, Governor of Chinese Turkestan, 
a8 sent officers to raise 1,500 extra troops 
Or service on the borders of his province 
and Kansu to overawe the rebels there. 
€ money necessary to pay the troops 
Taiged as above has been provided for.— 
escript: Let the Board concerned take note. 


13th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ho Kang-té is appointed prefect of 
Chiench‘angfu, Kiangsi. 
THE ACTING TREASURER OF CHEKIANG, 
Nieh Chieh-kuei, Provincial Judge of 
Chékiang and acting Treasurer, reports 
taking over the seals of the latter office 
°wing to the promotion of Chao Shu-jao 
‘o the Governorship of Kiangsu on the 
\8th of April last. As the new Treasurer 
u P‘ing-chih could not get to Hangchow 
or some months to come and as Chao 
u-jao was to go at once for an audience 
at Peking prior to taking over the seals of 
the Kiangsu Governorship, the Governor 
°f memorialist’s province, Liao Shou-féng, 
Chose memorialist to act aa Treasurer pro 
tm. Soon the 14th of May memorialist 
aving handed the seals of his Justiceship 
0 his acting successor, on the same day 
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took over the seals of the Chékiang Trea- 
surership from Chao Shu-jao who was to 
start for the north that day.—Rescript: 
Noted. 


14th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hsiang Liu, Vice-President of the 
Imperial Granaries at Peking and North 
T‘ungchow, reports the arrest of Liu Lu 
and Li Yi, two notorions leaders of an 
organised band of grain stealers, As these 
two men have already been punished 
previously for the same offence, but instead 
of reforming have resumed their old 
thieving propensities, they are forthwith 
to be handed to the Board of Punishments 
to be tried and punished to the utmost 
extent of the law. 

Yii T‘ai, the Hanlin Compiler of the 2nd 
class who by special grace was permitted to 
have a special examination on the 9th 
instant at the Paoho Throne hall, is ordered 
to continue in his old post at the Hanlin 
Academy and is furthermore commanded 
to appear before us for audience on the 16th 
of this month. 

No news of interest. 


15th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Ying Ch‘i is appointed Director of the 
Court of Ceremonial Worship. 
No news of interest, 


16th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Board of Punishments report this 
morning that a Manchu woman named 
Pting Ustien-shih who was summoned to 
appear before the said Board as witness to 
a case, apparently fearful of the conse- 
quences had committed suicide, and pray 
that some high official be appointed to in- 
vestigate the matter. Ch‘i Hsin and Haik 
Fu are hereby appointed to hold a strict 
enquiry into the matter and report to us. 


INCREASING THE TAXES IN YUNNAN. 


Sung Fan, Governor of Yunnan and 
acting Viceroy of the Yiin-Kuei provinces, 
reports the result of the first six months’ 
collection of extra taxes in Yiinnan in aid 
of war expenses. The collection com- 
mences on the Ist day of the present 
year and the articles taxed, in accordance 
with the instructions of the Board of 
Revenue, were sugar, tea and native 
opium. The increased tax was 20 per cent 
of the original rate as regarded tea and 
sugar, but when memorialist took up the 
native opium tax it was found that owing 
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to the dearth of cereals in Yunnan agri- 
culturists had this year begun planting 
rice and wheat in preference to opium so 
that the area devoted to the poppy plant 
has been exceedingly minute. It was thus 
found impossible to call upon the opium 
guilds and wholesale dealers of opium to 
subscribe an annual sum for war expenses 
from the fact that no such institutions 
existed in the province, the drug being sold 
in small and uncertain quantities by small 
farmers. Hence there was no help for it 
but to tax the drug as it was passed through 
the likin Customs like sugar and tea and 
at the same rate of 20 per cent on original 
tax. For instance, for every 1,000 taels 
weight of native opium the sum of six taels, 
silver, is collected by the likin offices and 
20 per cent of this is Tls. 1.20 extra tax for 
every 1,000 taels weight of Yunnan opium. 
In this way, according to the results of the 
last six months memorialist feels confident 
of collecting Tls. 6,000 per annum of this 
special tax for war expenses, which as 
ordered is to be in force for three years, at 
the end of which if the empire is at peace 
this tax will stop.—Rescript ; Let the proper 
yamén tuke note. 


17th June. 


THE OPERATION OF THE ACT OF CLEMENCY 
IN THE NEW DOMINION. 


Tao Mu, an officer of the premier civil 
button and Governor of Hsinchiang or the 
New Dominion, states that in obedience 
to his Majesty’s instructions last year to 
make out a list of all ex-officers banished 
for misdemeanors to Chinese Turkestan 
previous to the Ist day of the Chinese 
New Year of the 20th year of his Majesty’s 
reign (February, 1894), and to draw up the 
causes of their banishment and send them 
to Peking in order that her Majesty the 
Empress-Dowager’s discretion might be 
used to pardon the said exiles coming 
under her Majesty’s act of clemency in 
honour of the anniversary of her Imperial 
birthday, memorialist collected at the time 
a list of eleven names of cashiered officers 
who had been exiled to the New Dominion 
previous to February, 1894, to work out 
their various sentences on the military 
post roads. The Taotai of Urumtsi, with 
the powers of a Provincial Judge, now re- 
ports the names of five more who have just 
arrived in Kashgaria and whose sen- 
tences being previous to February, 1894, 
entitled them to the same clemency. They 
are the cashiered Colonels Li Hung-kuei 
and Yang Chao-siang ; ex-Major Mao Lung- 
ho; the cashiered military hereditary noble 
of the 9th class, Fang Shih-hsi; and the 


ex-Chehsien Yang P‘ei-lin. The latter, * 
man over sixty years of age, seems especially 
repentant of his past misdeeds, often sick 
owing to his age and the hardships suffere 
by him travelling from Kiangsu to Tul- 
kestan, and therefore especially deserving 
of pity in memorialist’s opinion, and he 
thus hopes her Majesty’s clemency will be 
exercised on the man’s behalf. The crime 
for which he was banished was making 
indiscriminate ‘use of the bamboo i? 
consequence of which certain prisoners die 
from the effects. As for the crimes of the 
military officers belonging to this last list, 
they had been banished for bribing and 
buying influence to obtain remunerative 
posts. The last named military noble was 
convicted of swindling in connection with 
the same cases.—Rescript : Noted. 


HOMICIDE AMONG MOHOMMEDANS. 


The same high official reports the sen- 
tence passed by him in a murder case whic! 
occurred in June 1894-in the prefecture 
of Ili, north of the Celestial Mountains- 
The case was first tried by the local official, 
the magistrate of Ningyuanhsien, where the 
murder occurred. It was then transferre@ 
to Ying Lin, Taotai of Ili and Tarbagata! 
Circuit, in the city of Kuldja, and from 
thence sent to memorialist’s capital Urum- 
tsi, where the Taotai with judicial powers 
made the last trial but one. To make sure 
that no injustice had been done the memo 
rialist went over the case himself and ob- 
tained the following evidence. The mur- 
derer is a Turki subject of Kuldja, Ashtola 
by name, and his victim was one Haroun 0 
the same city. Ashtola was employed by 
a Chinese named Yang Tien-siang as a mil 
hand in the latter’s flour mill. In the reat 
of Yang Tien-siang’s yard and divided by 
a single broken-down wall was the domicil@ 
of Haroun, a small trader. On the after- 
noon of the 23rd of June, 1894 it so hap- 
pened that Ashtola accidentally stuck his 
head over the wall and looked into 
Haroun’s backyard just at the moment 
that Halan, the wife of Haroun, and het 
younger sister, Annie, were attending 
to the calls of nature. Instead of going 
away Ashtola kept on peering across 
much to the anger of the women, They 
then went to their father’s house t? 
complain of Ashtola’s unseemly conduct 
and Hakim (the father) at once cam? 
over to the mill and strongly upbraide 
Ashtola. Hakim also went to Yang 
Tien-siang’s residence and complained © 
Ashtola’s conduct resulting in the latter > 
instant dismissal from the mill. On th® 
26th of the same month Ashtola went t? 
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the mill to get his clothes and belongings, 
and his arrears of pay ; but his old master 
appened to be absent from the premises 
and had gone to get a load of wheat. 
Ashtola took the opportunity to peer once 
More over the dividing wall and again saw 
aroun’s wife and her sister sitting in their 
ack yard talking and laughing to each 
ther. In spite of the epithets, etc., hurled 
at Ashtola by the women, he remained 
Jeering at them and insultiug them. Just 
en Haroun returned home and hearing 
© noise went over the wall and swore at 
Ashtola for the nuisance he was making 
8nd had made. From werds the two fell 
blows and Ashtola drawing his short 
nife stabbed Haroun, but not seriously ; 
ut at last the idea came to him that 
€ had lost his employment through 
aroun’s family, which so fired his rage 
that Ashtola aimed all his succeeding 
Stabs at the vital parts of Haroun’s body. 
a few minutes the deed of vengeance 
Was done and Haroun lay dead before his 
Murderer. Hakim, the father in-law of the 
Murdered man, at last arrived on the spot 
ut tuo late to be of service and Ashtola 
Making a dash forward sped his way to the 
dksukut (Greybeard) or tipao, to whom he 
teported his deed and give himself up. 
he above being the true facts of the case 
and Ashtola being convicted by his own 
Confession of murder in the first degree 
Memorialist has sentenced him to decapita- 
lon in the autumn of this year (1895). 
e arrears of pay Yang Tien-siang owed 
Ashtola have been collected on behalf of 
€ murderer, and his clothing, etc., have 
®en handed to his family at the com- 
Mand of the lecal authorities.—Kescript : 

et the proper Board report thereon. 

18th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


_(1) Hsiu Lin, Police Censor of the 
Southern City, reports the capture of 
Seven out of a band of twelve men 
© have been robbing shops and houses 
re waylaying people travelling along the 
-Mperial highway. The Board of Pun- 
‘hments is commanded to take charge 
the criminals and sentence them ac- 
prding to law. As for the rest who 
Paks so far escaped capture, the gendarm- 
hee and gentry are exhorted to use 
anenuous efforts to secure their arrest 
eee After the said Board shall have 
anand up this case the deserving gentry 
Officers of the gendarmerie are to be 
®warded for their zeal. 
of ) The same Censor hands us a list 
the names of the energetic gentry 


and military police officers who captured 
the notorious brigand, Pei Mei-tze and 
his band. The Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments is commanded to report upon it and 
recommend the rewards to be given to 
the deserving persons. 

(3) Appointing a number ‘of officers to. 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(4) The Assistant Grand Secretary and 
President of the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments, Hsii T‘ung, complains of the exorbit- 
ant number of officials placed in the likin, 
salt, ard customs administrations of the 
interior provinces, who do nothing but 
draw their pay. Also although there 
is no organised rebellion in the provinces, 
under the pretence of enlisting troops to 
preserve order, a large number of useless 
hangers-on of great men are théreby 
enabled to draw pay for sinecures to the 
great detriment of the revenue, ete. Such 
a thing should never be allowed to happen, 
and we appeal to the various Viceroys and 
Governors to show their loyalty by doing 
away with these establishwents, avoid 
nepotism and the like, and restore to. 
the throne the revenue thus saved. In 
Many cases it is simply laziness of the high 
provincial officials, who are not energetic 
enough to set about reforms. Let each 
man now do his duty and prevent abnormal 
expenditure which should rightly be handed 
to Peking. 

19th June. 


TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT IN THE TARTAR 
ARMY OF MANCHURIA. 

E-k‘o-t‘ang-a, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Heilungchiang Contingent and Tartar army 
operating against the Japanese in Man- 
churia, reports as follows :—It was during 
the month of October, 1894, that the brigade 
known as ‘‘ The Resolute Defenders of the 
Frontier,” consisting of horse and foot 
battalions, came to join memorialist’s army 
operating in Manchuria against the enemy, 
and the baggage and impedimenta of the 
brigade were transported in carts provided by 
the Féngtien military transport and cartage 
department. Subsequently, when desired, 
the plan was to engage Manchu carters to 
carry the rice, arms, ammunition required 
for the army at the rate of fourteen tiao 
or strings of Manchu current coin (at 160 
cash to the tiao which equals 2,240 ordinary 
eash of the realm) per cart per day. 
But the number of carts required for 
memorialist’s army was necessarily very 
large, thereby entailing enormous expense 
on the administration. Moreover owing to 
thegeneral flight of the inhabitants from the 


82 


(Jone 19—~22. 


sphere of active military operations it was 
often exceedingly dificult even to procure 
a limited number of carts. Memorialist, 
in self defence, was therefore compelled to 
build or buy his own carts and cart animals 
all of which have recently been brought up 
to the full complement and paid for at 
the regular prices. A special transport 
department has also been established by 
memorialist the officers of which will there- 
fore be able to provide whatever cartage 
may be required for the time without 
being dependent in this important branch 
of army organisation on cutsiders. The 
monthly expenditure of this department 
will be regularly made up and sent to 
Peking by memorialist as is required by 
law. —iescripts Dt the proper Board take 
note. 


THE REBELLION IN KANSU. 


Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Viceroy of Shen-Kan 
and the New Dominion, reports that owing 
to the measures now necessary to put all 
the available forces of Kansu province into 
the field to tight the rebels in Hsiinhua 
and Payenjungké, the pay «f the troops 
belonging to the Shufang Brigade, who 
have been receiving ‘‘sedentary wages” 
has now been raised to the amount ordered 
by law in the case of an army undergoing 
danger and hardship in face of the enemy, 
in order to encourage and stimulate the 
ardour of the men as well as to enable them 
to bear the extra expenses usual in such 
circumstances. As for the various Tibetan 
and Mongol regiments from the outlying 
north-western and western d pendencies of 
this Empire who have come forward to 
assist the Imperial Government in this 
crisis, as they have their usual allowances 
it has not been thought necessary to 
increase them; but in order to encourage 
them to deeds of valour, memorialist has 
prepared a quantity of brick tea and silver 
medals which are to be handed to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, under whom these auxil- 
liaries are now serving against the rebels, 
with instructions to use the above articles 
as rewards to the deserving amongst 
them. Owing to the rugged and hilly 
nature of the country (Elsiinhua) where 
the rebels are now making a stand it 
is impossible to use carts to transport 
the grain and ammunition required by 
the army in the field. In view of 
the above, therefore, the authorities at 
Hochow and Kueité have been ordered 
to furnish the requisite amount of 
pack mules for this purpose, those pre- 
fectures abounding in this manner of 
transport superior to any other part of 


the province. Memorialist will send at 
another time the account of expenses 
for the above items.—Rescript: Let the 
pioper Board take note. 
20th June. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCES, 

His Majesty granted audience this niorn- 
ing in the Grand Council Chamber ¢° 
Chao Shu-jao, Governor-designate © 
Kiangsu, Féng Shéng, Tartar-General- 
elect of Kiangning (Nanking), and to Jung 
Té, Tartar-General-elect of Suiyuench ‘eng 
in Shansi. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty has announced his intentio# 
to grant general audience to-morrow mocB- 
ing at 6.30 o’clock, in the Chungho Thron® 
hall, te officers under the 4th rank selecte 
by the Board of Civil Appointments for 
posts in the metropolitan and provincia 
administrations. 

No papers of interest. 


Qist June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the memorial of Chang 
Asi, Governor of Shansi, denouncing Li 
Chi-chih, ex-magistrate of Fényang, for 
refusing to make good to the provincia 
exchequer the funds owing by him while 
holding that post, we command that the 
said chehsien be forthwith cashiered an 
imprisoned to await trial together with his 
subordinates and secretaries who were wit 
him at Féngyang. His personal property 
is also to be confiscated tu government aD 
his subordinates are to be tried to find oul 
what sums have really been pocketed by 
them, etc. ‘The Governor of Kiangsi, thé 
native province of the said cashiere' 
officer, is also commanded to confiscate the 
estate, if any, of the said Li Chi-chih. 

No papers of interest. 

22nd June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Commander of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports the capture yesterday 
of a number of thieves who have organise 
themselves into a band to steal systema- 
tically the bricks on the walls of the city ° 
Peking, and also requests that the officet 
of the Imperial guards who has charge 0 
that portion of the city where the thefts 
have been so long gving on be punished fut 
his lack of vigilance. The captured thieves 
are hereby ordered to be handed over to the 
Board of Punishments for trial, and Chu‘a¥ 
Lu, Lieutenant of the Mongol Bordered 
Yellow Banner Corps of the Imperi4 
Guards is ordered to be handed over to th? 
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Buard of War for the determination of an 
adequate penalty in punishment of his 
aziness, : 

(2) Liu K‘un-yi, Imperial High Com- 
Missioner and Generalissimo of the Im- 
Perial armies within and without the Great 

all, reports that General Ho Ying-ming, 

ommander-in-Chief of the foreign-drilled 

attalions from Shansi, bas been found 
‘Suilty of having filled his regiments with 
Weakly and sickly men utterly useless for 
Practical purposes in time of war, and also 
when ordered to weed his ranks of these 
‘Useless characters the dismissed men made 
4 disturbance demanding the arrears which 

€said Generalowed them. Inconsequence 
Of this sixty-five rifles were secreted and 
‘Could not be found. Ho Ying-ming has 
Proved himself an incompetent and dis- 
‘onest officer utterly unfit for the high 
Post of trust hitherto confided to him. 

€ is therefore to be cashiered at once 
and to make good the value of the missing 
Tifles. The proper Boards are to take note 
of the above. ; 

(3) With reference to the memorial of 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship reporting 
pon the solemn rites to be held at the 
emples of the Earth and the Seasons and 
howers, let Prince Tsai Hsiin go to 
Superintend the slaughter of the sacrificial 
animals at these altars and let Ch‘ien Ying- 
Pu, Vice-President of the Board of Rites, 
View the entrails. ; 

(4) Chao Wan-chung is appointed Major 
of the Left Battalion belonging to the 
Chengnan Brigade of Kueichow. 


23rd June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
€nounces the Shantung expectant assis- 
tant magistrate, Weng Shou, for rendering 
alse accounts and various other glaring 
tmisdemeanours and recommends that the 
Said Wéng Shou be cashiered and driven 
ack to his native town in punishment 
thereof. As the said expectant officer 
while in charge of the branch ordnuuce 
epartment at Huanghsien had been peti- 
tioned against by the local gentry com- 
Manding the Huanglsien militia for falsi- 
fying his accoun's, and as he in order 
to clear himself had been guilty of false 
and malicious accusations sgainst the 
Said gentry, he has made himself more 
akin to rowdies than anything else 
and as such has disgraced the service. 
Ve therefore command that Wéng Shou 
@ instantly cashiered and expelled the 
Province and compulsorily seut back to his 
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native town where the local authorities are 
to keep strict surveillance over his future 
behaviour. 

(2) The same high ofticial reports the 
summary decapitation of a yamén runner 
belonging to the Ch‘angyih magistrate’s 
yamén. It appeared that this man being 
of an avaricious, crafty, cruel and, ferocious 
nature, had habitually made the common 
people suffer from his outrages. Last year 
when our armies were constantly passing 
through Shan: ung en route for the front, 
the then acting magistrate of Ch‘angyih 
having raised the necessary funds sent this 
yamén runner, Liu Chan-yuan by name, to 
hire transport carts and animals required 
by the passing troops. Liu Chan-yuan 
collected a party of followers and pre- 
tended to the magistrate that it was 
very hard to engage carts, etc., for use 
of the troops and only furnished a 
few at exorbitant prices, which on the 
other hand he and his myrmidons had 
obtained by cruel force from the poor 
inhabitants, who naturally feared the man 
too much to dare to complain of his con- 
duct. Such men are clearly the bane and 
Tuin of the country. Li Ping-heng did 
very right in summarily decapitating him 
upon the discovery of his crimes, and 
we trust that his fate will be a wholesome 
lesson to runners of his calibre. But as 
Shantung possesses such baneful ruftians, 
it is not likely that other provinces are 
free from them. We therefore command 
our Viceroys and Governors to search out 
such characters in the yeméus and sentence 
them to the extreme penalty of the law 
when found guilty. Thus the wicked can 
be destroyed and the well-behaved pro- 
tected and allowed to live in peace. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Imperial Court began to wear light 
gauze robes fur the first time this summer. 
24th June. 

IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, reports the case of an ex-magistrate, 
who absconded owing to his owing land 
taxes amounting to a very large sum which 
should have been paid over to the pro- 
vincial treasury. As Pih Ping-yen, ex- 
magistrate of Chiiyehhsien, is reported to 
have left no trace in Shantung of his 
whereabouts, it is probable that the 
absconder must have escaped to some 
far-off province. In addition therefore to 
the Governor of Hupeh being ordered 
to search for the defaulting officer 
in his native province, we command 
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the Viceroys and Governors ofall the other 
provinces to assist in the search for the 
man and send him in chains to Shantung 
where he is to remain in prison until he 
shall have made good every cash to the 
government. 

(2) Shan Lien, Civil Governor of Mouk- 
den, reports that his illness has been so 
serious that despite the many leaves of 
absence graciously’ granted him by the 
Throne he has been unable to convalesce 
in the meantime. He, therefore, prays to 
be allowed to resign his post. His wish is 
granted. 

(3) The same privilege is also granted to 
Ts’en Chiin-hsuan, Vice-Director of the 
Imperial Stud, on the same grounds as 
Shan Lien. 

(4) The same privilege is furthermore 
granted Lin Wei-yuan (the famous Formosa 
millionaire), Chief Director of the Imperial 
Stud, who cannot get well enough to re- 
enter active service. 

No papers of interest. 


25th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) Ch‘ien Kuang reports that a Banner 
soldier was beaten to death the other day 
at Mihyuen, but that the district magis- 
trate could not vive a proper judgment on 
the case and that the Board of Punish- 
ments be ordered to investigate the matter. 
As it has been reported that Keng Ying- 
pu, member of the Vanguard Corps of the 

elloyw Manchu Banner garrisoning Mih- 
yuenhsien, had been murdered, etc., let 
the Board of Punishments investigate the 
case as recommended. 

(2) Sung Lin, Provincial Judge of Shan- 
tung is appointed Civil Governor of Mouk- 
den vice Shan Lien resigned. 

The whole of this day’s Gazette is oc- 
cupied with Chang Hsii, Governor of Shan- 
si’s, two memorials on sentences of deca- 
pitation being given on several highway 
robbers captured by the Shansi authorities. 


26th June. 
JMIPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Siin Yii-wén, President of the Board 
of War, reports that his illness is so severe 
that he prays that he be allowed to resign 
his post. Sitin Yii-wén is given another 
month’s leave to rescruit his health, there 
being no necessity for his resigning his post. 

(2) The Grand Secretary, Fu K‘iin, also 
reports the expiration of the leave granted 
him, but with no satisfactory result to his 
ailments, and he therefore begs to be allow- 
ed to resign entirely and retire to private 
life. With respect to Fu K‘un, he has 


been employed asa trusted Minister within 
the Palace for a number of years and has 
always borne the reputation of being care~ 
ful and trustworthy, the result of experl- 
ence in carrying ut our instructions. He, 
therefore, deserves some recognition for his 
long faithful services now tha he has been 
compelled to resign on account of ill- 
health. Fu K‘un is therefore allowed t? 
resign on full pay for the rest of his life. 

(8) Sung Shou is appointed Provincial 
Judge of Shantung vice Sung Lin promoted. 
to be Civil Governor of Moukden. 

(4) The Board of Punishments report 
the result of their trial of the eunuch 
Mén Chin-fu, convicted of the murder of 4 
fellow eunuch, and recommending that he 
be strangled at the next autumn crimina 
ve at Peking. This sentence is aftirm’ 
ed. 

(5) With reference to the memorial of 
the Supervising Censor Hung Liang-ping 
accusing the Gioro or the Red-girdled mem- 
ber of the collateral branch of the Imperial 
clan, Chung Lien, who tried recently @ 
certain case in the Board of Punishments, 
during which it is alleged that the said 
Ch‘ung Lien used illegal methods to coerce 
a female witness—Ping Hsuen-shih—to 
commit suicide before the judical tri- 
bunal of that Board, let the said Ch‘ung 
Lien be temporarlly removed from office 
in order that ‘he may take his proper 
place as one of the accused connected with 
the said case, and furthermore let Ch‘ 
Hsiu and Msii Fu, Vice-Presidents of 
Boards, be appointed special High Com- 
missioners to make a thorough investiga- 
tion of the whole matter. 


27th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Sieh Liang is appvinted prefect of 
Ichou, Shantung. 

(2) The Assistant Grand Secretary Hsii 
T‘ung is appointed Supervisor of the 
Bureau for the despatch of Imperial De- 
crees, 

(3) Ch‘i Hsiu is appointed Chief Super- 
intendent of the Wuying’ien Throne-hall 
library. 

(4) Yao Hsieh-chan is transferred to the 
Grain Intendency of Shensi and Yii Hsien 
is appointed Taotai of the Yen-I-Ts‘an- 
Chi Circuit vie Yao Hsieh-chan transferred 
as above. 

(5) Yung Lu is appointed Inspector- 
poner of the Imperial forces at the capi- 
tal. 

(6) The Assistant Grand Secretary, Liu 
Shu, is appointed Grand Chamberlain. 


June 27—28,] 
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(7) Tséng Ch‘, Assistant Military Go- 
Yernor of Heilungchiang, denounces a de- 
Ceased official who while alive owed the 

eilungchiang government a large sum of 
Money from the land and other taxes due 

uring his incumbeucy of the deputy sub- 
Prefectship of Siuhua in the said territory, 
And that although dead his family had also 
ailed to make up the amount to the high 
authorities at Tsitsihar. In punishment 

*refore of the family of the deceased 
Olicer, Lu Siang, let Lu Siang’s name be 
Stricken off the honourable list and let his 
broperty, wherever found, be confiscated 
to help in paying back the government 
Sses in this connection, His family, 
also, are to be given a certain period to 
Make good the said debt under pain of 

Cary penalties. 

28th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Prince Tsai Ying, 4th Order, is 
Tansferred to the Captain-Generalship of 
the Manchu Bordered Red Banner, and 

-k‘o-t'ang-2, Commander-in-Chief of the 
*teilungchiang contingent in Manchuria, 
'S to come to Peking to take command as 

aptain-General of the Chinese (Hanchiin) 

ordered Yellow Banner. During the in- 
terim that must elapse before E-k‘o-t‘ang-& 
Can come tu Peking, let Yii Té, President 
Sf the Censorate, act in his stead. 

(2) Ch Hsiu is appointed one of the 
Board of Comptrollers-General of the 
Mperial Household Department. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCES. 

The Assistant Grand Secretary Lin Shu 
Teturned thanks for his appointment as 
Grand Chamberlain ; the Assistant Grand 

ecretary Hsii T‘ung, returned thanks for 

ls appointment as Chief Supervisor of the 

epartment for the transmission of Im- 
Perial edicts ; Yung Lu, Captain-General 
°f the Peking Gendarmerie, returned 
thanks for his appointment as Inspector- 
General of the Imperial forces at Peking ; 
and Ch‘i Hsin gave thanks for his appoint- 
Ment as Chief Librarian of the Wuyingtien 
Throne hall. The above high Ministers of 
the Court were granted audience in the 

tand Council Chamber this morning. 


THE HORSES SUPPLIED TO THE MOUNTED 
INFANTRY OF MANCHURIA. 

A joint memorial by Ting An, Imperial 

igh Commissioner of Defence for the 

tee Manchurian provinces; Yti Lu, 
artar General of Féngtien ; and Ch‘ang 
hin, Tartar-General of Kirin. It having 

been agreed to mount 2,500 men belonging 
© the foreign disciplined infantry bat- 
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talions of Heilungchiang and Kirin for 
instant active service against the enemy in 
Féngtien, the consent of the Throne was 
then obtained to pick out 2,500 horses. 
belonging to the Imperial herds in Mongo- 
lia, belonging to the Department of Ch‘ahar, 
and send them down post haste to Féngtien 
for instant service in the field. Special 
forage was also collected for the feeding of 
this herd of horses during the time required 
to train them, as well as to bring thein to a 
proper condition fit for the field, owing to- 
the long distance the horses had to travel 
from Ch‘ahar through a famine-stricken 
territory before they could arrive at Féng- 
tien. Not counting sixty-three horses 
that had died from exhaustion or disease 
during the journey southwards, memorial- 
lists were informed on the 13th of May 
last by Shang-tsai-cha-p‘u, the Mongolian 
deputy in charge of the herd, that owing. 
to the exhausted condition of the horses 
caused by journeying through a famine- 
stricken territory, only a limited number 
of the younge-t and strongest among the 
herd could be utilised for immediate active 
service, and to this end requested memo- 
rialists to pick out what they thought 
were best suit for training and the 
like, while the rest could be allowed a 
longer time to regain their former strength 
and health. Orders were therefore given 
to memorialists’ officers to inspect the 
herd and it was afterwards found out 
by them that only 1,345 horses were fit 
for anything like the duties required 
of them, while the condition of the 
remaining 1.100 odd was such that 
they were totally unfit for use and should 
be sent back to the reservation to get 
back their flesh and proper condition. 
Accordingly on the 16th of the same month 
the horses picked out were accepted and 
receipted for, while the rest were returned 
to Shang-tsai-cha-p‘u to be taken back: to 
Ch‘ahar, with orders to make them good 
as soon as possible by picking out and 
sending well-conditioned horses to take 
their places. In the meantime peace has 
been restored and the contingents from 
Heilungchiang and Kirin (Tartar levies) 
must be transferred back to their several 
provinces where their presence is urgently 
needed against the mounted brigands, as 
soon as the retrocession of Liaotung by 
Japan shall have been completed. As 
to the retention of these mounted in- 
fantry in the future, or whether they 
should revert to their former status 
as simple foot soldiers, when the 
time comes to decide the question the 
memorialist, Ch‘ang Shiin (Kirin), after 
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due consultation with the Tartar-General 
of Heilungchiang will again memorialise 
the Throne the result of their deliberations 
on the above subject. But what was a 
matter of importance is the report of 
Shang-tsai-clia-pu, the Mongol herd officer 
requesting permission to take the rejected 
horses home tv Ch‘ahar through the newly 
opened territory granted to immigrants 
to cultivate, where there is plenty of grass 
and water and which besides possessing 
‘these vitally important advantages has 
also the recommendation of being a little 
nearer than the old route vid North 
Kinchow, etc., where there is now 
famine and want amongst the people 
owing not only to the vast number of 
troops congregated within and outside 
the Great Wall, but also to a series of 
droughts and unseasonable rain and hail- 
storms. Ags the arguments advanced by 
the Mongol herd otticer were perfectly 
reasonable, and in view of the importance of 
sendiny the rejected and exhausted horses 
back to Cli‘ahar by a good road, memprial- 
ists took it upon themselves to grant the 
required permission with orders to start at 
once.—eseript; Let the Bours of War 
tuke vote. 


YAMEN RUNNERS IN SHANTUNG. 


Li Ping-heng, twice degraded two steps 
but retained in office as Governor of 
Shantung, states that of all the calamities 
and burdens suffered by the common peo- 
ple of a province the greatest are avaricious 
and dishonest yeméw underlings or ‘ rnn- 
ners.” When memorialist first arrived at 
Shantung last year he made careful en- 
quiries on the subject and discovered that 
in the district magistracy of Ch‘angyih 
{near Laichoufu) alone there were no less 
than between six and seven hundred 
“runners” belonging to the magistrate’s 
yamén alone! Of these he also found 
that over two hundred of them belonged 
to the Liu clan, and such as_ were 
related to these Lius amongst the 
rowdy population banded themeelves to- 
gether and, relying on their connection 
with the clan, committed all sorts of 
depredation, cruelties, and unlawful acts 
upon the ground-down people, who dared 
not remonstrate in the least, or report to 
the magistrate, for fear of suffering still 
greater injuries at the hands of these 
satellites of the yamés runners. But the 
-eraftiest and greatest of all these crafty 
and great rogues of yaméu runners was 
one Liu Chun-yuan, the head and chief 
ef all the six classes of yumén runners 
in the chehstex of Ch‘angyih’s yamén. 


At the head of his numerous yamén sub- 
ordiuates and their satellites amongst the 
rowdy population of the district, Liu Chan- 
yuan ran riot, unopposed in his avarice 
and imposing on the common people; 
defying his own superior the magistrate 
who dared not call him to account, an 

committing all surts of cruelties amongst 
the populace unquestioned. Last year when 
troops were constantly passing through the 
district of Ch‘angyih from thesouth enroute 
for the north, then the acting magistrate 
Chang Hung-hsien, having prepared the 
necessary funds to pay for the required 
number of carts to assist the troops av 

commissariat while passing through his 
district, ordered Liu Chan-yuan to engage 
the require number of carts; but Liv 
trusting in the unprecedented number of 
his runners and satellites got up a moh t0 
oppose the magistrate’s commands, an 

would engage no carts until paid an exorbi- 
tant price sufficient to satisfy his avarice, 
while on the other hand he sent his my!’ 
midons into the country, who by intimida- 
tion and other lawless acts extorted con- 
tributions from the down-trodden peoples 
either of carts or their equivalents i 
money. This was paid without a murmur 
as the people even when questioned feared 
to be the victims of the Liu clan’s vengeance 
if they made any complaints to the 
authorities. But at last memorialist 
managed to learn something of the doing$ 
of this incubus on the peuple and his 
myrmidons, and suddenly ordered the pre 
sent acting magistrate Wang Wang-kengs 
to send the said Liu Chan-yuan under 
arrest to where memorialist was encamping 
with his army (Laichoufn). After a serie$ 
of “questionings” and “investigations,” 
Liu Chan-yuan finally confessed to the 
various counts of which he was chargeds 
which plainly showed that in extent the 
injury and harm inflicted either by him 
personally or by his myrmidons upod 
the people for the sake of money, fat 
exceeded the losses by the most cruel an 

avaricious brigands that could be found iD 
the country. The man clearly deserved not 
asingle moment’s leniency and memorialist 
therefore ordered Liu Chan-yuan to be 
sumuuarily decapitated according to mili- 
tary law at the entrance of the 
camp immediately after he had made hi9 
confessions. As for Liu Chan-yuan’s twO 
clansmen, Liu Chan-yao and Liu Chiu-kungs 
who were his lieutenants in crime, memv- 
rialist ordered the suid acting magistrate 
of Changyih to arrest them, try them, and 
sentencethem according to law, instruction$ 
being alse issued to immediately dismis% 
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all the yamés runners belonging to the Liu 
Clan in crder to clear the district of these 
Pests, In conclusion memorialist begs 
to ask for his Majesty’s approval of or 
dissent from what has been done in the 
above case.—F r Decr e, see Guzette trans- 
lations of the 28rd «f June. 

29th June. 

IMPERIAL DECLEES, 

(1) Decree appointing fourteen Censors 
Lo inspect the fourteen Imperial Grauaries 
M Peking and at North T‘ungchow. 

(2) Chang Ying, belonging to this year’s 
disbanded class of Winlin Bachelors, who 
Was granted special audience owing 'o his 
ability to appear wih the rest of his 
class at the Imperial audience the other 

ay, is appointed to a place in one vf the 
8x Boards. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 

_His Majesty the Emperor has announced 
his intention to go to the Lake Palace 
after transacting State business to-morrow 
Morning. 

THE FOOD STUFFS OF SHANTUNG. 


Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
States that although the people of his 
Province grow a quantity of very fine 
Wheat, beans, and rice, nine-tenths of 
them do not retain the fvod stuffs for 
Ome consumption but prefer to sell 
their produce and buy, in turn, coarser 
Cereals from outside. Owing, however, to 
the war laxt year and in consequenee of 
the decree probibiting each province from 
®Xporting its own cereals, the people of 

antung were compelled to use their own 
food stuffs, on account of which the people 
Could make no pr: fit from the produce of 
their fields. But peace being now declared 
and as the second crop wheat harvest of 

antung is at hand, memorialist hat 
Teceived a petition from the Chefoo Taota1 
Praying on behalf of the people of the 
Prefectures of Téngclou, Laichou, and 
Ch‘ingechou, for the repealing of the 
Tecent prohibiion. As the prayer is 
Teasonable and the repeal of last year’s war 
ecree of advantage to the people of Shan- 
tung, memorialist strongly backs thelr 
Prayer.—Reseript: Granted. Let the 
Proper Bourd take note. 


30th June. 


THE TAXES OF SHANTUNG. 

Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
Presents a statement of the amount of 
aud tax collected from his province for 
the latter half of the year 1894. It has 
een the law of the land that during 


years of plentiful harvests the amount 
leviable for land taxes in each province is 
based on the prescribed limit previously 
settled for each province by the Boards, 
upon the reorganisation of the country, 
while in bad years the taxes are to be 
determined by the actual results, and in 
each case the government expects to receive 
eight-tenths of such limits as above stated. 
The land taxes are collected twice a year, 
the time for collecting the first half com- 
mencing in the 2nd moon (February-March) 
and ending the 6th moon (July-August) 
daring which three-tenths of the land re- 
venue is collected, while the second half 
commences in the 7th moon (August-Sep- 
tember) ending with the 12th moon (De- 
cember-January) during which seven-tenths 
of the revenue is collected. In the first 
half of last year there were collected (after 
deducting inundated land, land spoiled by 
alkali, or choked by sand brought by over- 
flow of river banks, ete.,) throughout the 
whole of Shantung land taxes amount- 
ing to Tls. 1,376,580.68. As the entire 
land revenue of the province fur 1894, 
taking the bad harvests as a basis of 
calculation, should be Ts. 2,963,534.15, and 
calculating according to the usual custom of 
eight-tenths revenue, the land revenue for 
the first half should be Ts. 889,009.24. 
But, as above stated there were collected 
Ts. 1,376,580 68: hence there was a 
surplus of Tls. 487,520.43 which was car- 
ried over to the second half’s account. 
This as his Majesty will recollect was 
reported by the memorialist at the time. 
During the second half of the collection 
of the land revenue, afrer deducting the 
famine districts, ete., there should have 
been collected ‘I'ls. 1,995,712.20, but the 
actual collection during this period was Tls. 
1,201,194.41, Adding various other items 
collected in connection with deferred taxes, 
silver given for making up value in kind, 
money given in lieu of porterage, and ox 
and mule tax, ete., the total amount of 
land taxes collected during the second 
half was Tle. 1,231,528.24 to which should 
be added the surplus of the first half 
brought forward as above noted. As the 
year 1894 comes under the category of a 
bad year the land revenue should be cal- 
culated by actun] results. The total re- 
venue of the year collected by the Pro- 
vincial Treasury was really very nearly 
hine-tenths of the amount settled for such 
years and therefore nearly one-tenth more 
than the eight-tenths prescribed by the 
Board of Revenue, which does not, under 
the circumstances, speak so badly for the 
land revenue of Shantung after all.— 


8&8 


(June 30 - Jory 4. 


a a a a a ee ee ee 


Rescript: Let the Beard of Revenue tke 
note. 
1st July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor Yi Chiin, denouncing the pre- 
sent system prevalent in the likin admin- 
istration of the country let the Board of 
Revenue report thereon. 


(2) T'ang Chin-sung (brother of the ex- 
Governor T'ang of Formosa) Sub-Chancel- 
lor of the Grand Secretariat with the br-vet 
rank of a Vice-President of the Board of 
Rites, has asked for leave of absence in 
order te-enable him to return home to see 
his aged mother. His request is granted 
and he is given two months to do so. 

(3) The Censor Yi Chiin complains that 
there is a numerous class of jobless literates 
who wander from province to province— 
some of whom may have managed to buy 
official rank,—and who use all their arts to 
get some high ofticial to give them letters 
ot recommendation to other high ofticials 
requesting posts as secretaries and writers. 
The high officials influenced only by family 
ties or private motives always grant these 
recommendations utterly regardless whether 
the persons so recommended are men of pro- 
bity or not, or whether they are incompetent 
instead of able to take posts of trust. 
Naturally the black sheep abound in this 
class of seekers, so that when once placed 
in positions of trust and importance, they 
stick at nothing to enrich themselves as 
quickly as possible, utterly regardless of 
their fair fame or the people who .suffer 
under their despotism and avarice, while 
at the same time it is always very difticult 
to call such men to account, and the system 
inaugurated by them becomes, as it were, a 
recognised fact for their successors to imi- 
tate without any restraint put upon them. 
With reference to the above we must con- 
feas that of late the needy literates «f the 
various provinces ‘‘on the look-out for a 
job” are more numerous than need be ; 
their sole aim in getting a post is ouly 
to enrich themselves at the expense of 
others and this practice soon becomes a 
disgrace to the official service as well as 
a calamity to the well-being of the people 
at largg We cannot, therefore try to 
impress too strongly upon our officers 
high or low, whether in the capital or in 
the provinces, to always bear in mind to 
avoid as much as possible anything that 
would bring them under the suspicion of 
nepotism, favouritism, or personal motives 
in cases like these. They should always 
practice self-respect and so act that by 


their conduct they shall do their best to 
aid their Sovereign in placing the «ficial 
world on the highest moral basis attainable. 
Let this edict be published far and wide 
throughout the empire. 


2ud Jnly. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Appointing a number of officials to the 
metropolitan and provincial administra- 
tions. 

No papers of interes'. 


3rd July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


As the post of prefect of Chuanchow is 
one of great importance, the Viceroy © 
Min-Ché is commanded to select amongst 
all the prefects of Fukien province the 
person he thinks best fitted for that post, 
and let Chéng Ping-ch‘eng be appointed to 
the prefecture vacated by the officer of the 
said Viceroy's choice. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Hu Pting-chih, Provincial - Treasurer- 
designate of Chékiang was granted a fare- 
well audience by the Emperor this morning 
in the Grand Council Chamber. 


BRIGANDAGE IN HONAN. 


Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, re- 
ports that owing to the constant occurrence 
of robbery with violence in the province, 
special power was given to the local autho- 
rities to make summary executions of all 
robbers captured with arms in their hands 
after due trial and approval of the Pro- 
vincial Judge. In consequence of this, four 
desperadoes, who had been traced as the 
robbers of the farmhouse of one Chu Yi- 
kwei in Lingpaohsien and murderers of 
four of the inmates of the house, cap- 
tured last month, kave, after due confession 
of the brigands thems-lves, been sum- 
marily executed by the district magistrate 
of Lingpaohsien and their heads exposed 
in view of their foul deed. The approval 
of his Majesty is requested anent the 
sentence.—Rescript: Let the Board of 
Punishments take note. 


4th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of the 
Police Censor, Ts‘i Lan and his colleagues 
requesting that rewards might be given 
to the notables and gentry and officers 
of the gendarmerie whose energy and 
diligence enabled them to capture Liu Li- 
chuang a notorious brigand and his band, 
let the Board of Civil Appointments report 
upon the proposal. 
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(2) The Imperial Clan Court and the 
Board of Punishments have jointly recom- 
Mended that we should appoint an Imperial 

Ommission to examine the case in which 


an Imperial Clansman, Sieh Chiin, has’ 


Charged one Hsiung Yi-che‘ng, servant of 
€ Censor Chung Té-hsiaug, of attempt to 
€xtort money resulting eventually in the 
Confession of the said Hsiung implicating 
18 master, etc., let the Assistant Grand 
ecretary, Hsii Tung, and Kang Yi, Vice- 
tesident of the Board of Rites, constitute 
the Imperial Tribunal to: investigate the 
truth of the alleged charges. 


THE CAUSE OF 1HE ABOVE DECREE. 


Shih Tu, Prince of Li, 1st order, 
President of the Imperial Clan Court, re- 


borts as flows :—On the 15th of June last: 


the Captain-General of the gendarmerie 
Sent memorialist a despatch accompanying 
Which was one Ma Lin, who represented 
ig master the Imperial Clansman Sieh 
iin, as prosecut-r charging a man 
‘Named Hsiung Yi-ch‘teng, servant of the 
tensor Chung Té-bsiang of extorting 
Money from the former. Notice, according 
to the said despatch, had already been 
8ven to the said Sieh Chiin commanding 
his personal appearance before memiorialist's 
Suurt; but the said Hsiung Yi-ch‘eng, 
le accused, together with the various 
Witnesses in the cases, who are Chinese, 
ad been sent for trial to the Board of 
“Unishments, etc. Memorialist upon ques- 
tioning the said Sieh Chiin gathered the 
Ollowing facts :—One day a stranger who 
“alled himself Hsiung Yi-ch‘eng came to 
Witness’s house ostensibly to buy a slave 
Stl whom the witness had wished to get 
Tid of. As au arrangement could not be 
arrived at, the stranger told witness that 
@ slave girl was wanted for the Censor 
hung Ta-hsiang’s household, furthermore 
lat it was well-known that many were the 
People who were only too glad to get an 
°bportunity to give presents to his master if 
“nly he honour the givere by receiving them, 
ut that his master, the Censor, was in the 
abit of oftener refusing than accepting 
Presents, etc. Subsequently, on the 23rd 
°f the same month, the same Hsiung Yi- 
‘eng came again to witness’s house and 
‘old him that his master was preparing a 
Ist of every person of official standing or 
Wealth at Peking who possessed a nickname 
°r slang term attached to his name, for the 
INtpose of denouncing such persons to the 
hrone and that witness’s name was also in 
Nis list. Witness begged the man to use 
18 influence to get his name erased from 
€ list, but he replied that to succeed in 
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such a thing it was the uaual custom to. 
pay Tis. 500 forthe favour. As witness was 
really afraid to have his name denounced, 
he spent several days in trying to clear 
himself befure Hsiung and finally succeeded 
in reducing the extortion to Tls. 100, which 
was paid in a bank order on the Wanli Hsing 
Bank to Hsiung and his accomplice Kuo 
Sung-t‘ing, a receipt, however, being de- 
manded and given for that sum by the 
two men. Shortly afterwards the manager 
of the Hsing Mow-yung grain-store, a 
man named Ts‘u Wén-ting, gave the 
said bank order to the Heng Sheng 
Silver Smelting Company, to cash at 
the Wanli Hsing Bank, the officials of 
which institution having sent the note to 
witness to authenticate, it was immediately 
retained by him with the announcement 
that there was a history to that order, and 
complaint had been filed at the District 
Police Censvr’s yamén on the subject. 
According to the evidence of the manager 
of the said grain-store it appeared that the: 
household of the said Censor, Chung Té- 
hsiang, owed the said grain-store over Tis. 
100 for rice supplied to the former, and 
that the bank order had been paid to the 
store on account. The note was accepted. 
and sent to the silver smelters to cash, 
with the result above stated. Further- 
more, it was stated by the said manager 
that his store had had dealings with the 
Censor’s household for years and that this. 
bank order had been handed to him per- 
sonally by Hsiung. As hitherto there had 
never been any hitch connected with the. 
collection of bank orders given the store 
by the Censor’s people, the store had 
accepted the order in perfect. good 
faith unaware that there was anything. 
unusual in the piece of paper. Upon 
Hsiung being summoned before the Board 
of Punishments be craftily denied in toto 
the charges made by Sieh Chiin; on the 
contrary he declared that Sieh Chitin had 
often tried to extort from his master 
without success, and that this was another 
instance of his usual fraud, etc. Kuo 
Sung-ting, the alleged accomplice of Hsiung 
has so far escaped arrest, although re- 
peatedly summoned by the said Board. 
But as memorialist and the officials of the 
Board of Punishments, think that they 
have sufficient evidence in hand to conduce- 
to the belief that the Censor Chung Té- 
hsiang is als» implicated in the extortion, 
and in view of the gravity and importance 
of the case, touching as it does the honour 
and reputation of one of his Majesty's. 
Censors (news-bearers by the help of 
the winds), and the urgent necessity of 
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‘thoroughly sifting the matter to the bot- 
tom, memorialist ventures to suggest that 
an Imperial Commission be specially ap- 
pointed to try the case in conjunction with 
both memorialist’s Court and the officrs 
of the Board of Punishments in order to 
ensure the full carrying out of justice with- 
-out the stigma of partiality.— For Decree see 
translation of this day's Edicts. 


5th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wu Ta-chéng, Governor of Hunan, 
‘is ordered to resign and come up to Peking 
for re-appointment. 

(2) One of the most important founda- 
tions of good government is the ability to 
discriminate between the talented and the 
men of mediocrity and to get the benefit 
of the services of the former. To this 
end we gave free permission to our 
Ministers in the capital and the provinces 
to recommend to us any persons they 
truly thought worthy of being put above 
their fellows, and trusting in the dis- 
crimination of our Ministers we have 
given posts to all of their recommendation. 
What will be the result time only can tell. 
But in the present crisis it is more than 
ever a necessity to get men of tried ability 
and character to assist us by their counsels, 
and hence we wow once more issue our 
commands to the various Boards and 
Courts, Viceroys, Governors, and artar- 
Generals to recommend to us only such 

"persons as they personally know and have 
experience of as tried men of character and 
ability above their fellows. We only 
want men who have practical knowledge 
and who keep posted with the times, 
and to this end we grant permission to all 
to recommend by special memorial men 
whom they know tobe thoroughly possessed 
of practical knowledge in astronomy, 
physical geography, mathematics, chemis- 
try, natural philosophy, and the science of 
applied mechanics.. These persons must 
know any one of the above branches 
from a practical point of view and 
have had experience of them; we do not 
want quacks and pretenders. Hence we 
must remind our Ministers and officers that 
loyalty and sincerity to their sovereign 
are the first requisites of a faithful servant, 
and that this is not the time to exercise 
flattery or favouritism in making recom- 
mendations, for they must know that for 
such crimes before their sovereign, 1.e., 
trying to wrongly influence him, there is a 
special punishment in store for such per- 
sons, and that if any one be guilty of using 
the present opportunity to push on their 


protégés simply on the ground of influence 
and family ties, and to reject talents that 
come unrecommended by wealth or in- 
fluence, if these be exposed in the future 
the persons guilty of such will surely be 
severely punished for the crime. ; 

(3) The Board of Civil Appointments 19 
commanded to report on the list of names 
presented for promotion by the Police 
Censor of the West City in the case of 
certain of the gentry and police officers 
who have been distinguished for energy 
and ability in performance of their duties, 
i.e, capturing desperate characters and 
brigands. 

(4) The Board of Revenue is commanded 
to report upon the suggestions of the 
Censor Kuan Ting-hsien, regarding finan- 
cial reforms in the provincial government- 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

His Majesty granted a farewell audience 
this morning to Li Yu-fén, Provincial 
Judge elect of Shensi, in the Grand Council 
Chamber. 


6th July. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Chao Shu-jao, Governor-elect of Kiang- 
su, had a farewell audience of his Majesty 
this morning in the Grand Council Cham- 
ber. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty will grant audience to- 
morrow noon to the Japanese Minister in 
the Wénhua Throne hall, after which his 
Majesty will return to the Lake Palaces. 
The Court began wearing yellow crape 
gauze this morning for the first time this 
summer. 


No papers of interest. 


7th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Té Shou is transferred to the Go- 
vernorship of Hunan, and Sung K‘un is 
promoted to be Governor of Kueichow io 
his stead. 

(2) Fén Ch‘é reports having captured 
certain thieves found stealing timber from 
the Forbidden Precinc's; let them be 
handed over to the Board of Punishments 
for trial and punishment. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE, 


His Majesty granted audience this morn- 
ing in the Wénhua Throue hall to Lin Tung 
(Hayashi) Japanese Euvoy to the Imperial 
Court. A farewell wudience was also 
granted Liu Ts‘ai, Provincial Judge-elect 
of Shansi, in the Grand Council Chamber. 
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A DISREPUTABLE OFFICIAL. 


Liu Ping-chang, retiring Viceroy of 


Szechuan, reports that Yii Ol:‘i-lin, depart- 
Ment magistrate in charge vf the military 
Colonists on the borders of Szechuan and 

ibet, has been causing great discontent 
amongat the people on account of his 
Xtreme avarice, extortions, and cruel dis- 
Pcsition while in office. In view of this 
Memorialist requests that the said Yi Ch‘i- 
In be forthwith cashiered and dismissed 

€ public service as a warning to others. — 

“script: Granted. 
8th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) Ts‘en Yii-pao 1s appointed Provincial 
Treasurer of Kueichow vice Sung K‘un 
Promoted to be Governor of the same, and 

‘ang Shou-ming is promoted to be Pro- 
Yincial Judge of Yunnan vice Ts‘en Yii-pao 
Promoted as nbore. 

(2) Lu Ch‘ang-yi, the cashiered deputy 
assistant secretary of the Board of Civil Ap- 
Pointments, who was granted au audience 

is morning, is hereby reinstated in his 
tank and ordered to go to Shantung to 
€rve under Li Ping-heng, the Governor of 

© same. 
. (8) Lien Shéng is ordered to go and 
“spect the accounts and records of the 
anchu Yellow Banner Reservation. 


OFFICIAL APPOINIMENT. 


. The Assistant Grand Secretary, Lin Shu, 
8 appointed Guardian of the Treasury of 
the Imperial Clan Bureau. 


9th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
2 Metropolitan and provincial administra- 

‘Ong, 

(2) The Board of Civil Appointments is 
fommanded to report on the suggestion of 
Sin Chia-vai, Governor-Adjoint of Peking, 
to promote Wang Yen-chi‘ang, district 
Nagistrate nf Yungchinghsien, to be sub- 

Tefect of Police of the Eastern Section. 
(8) The same Board is tu report upon the 
"commendation of the same officer with 

*ference to the promotions due to the 
t monopolists of Kiangsu who contribut- 

to the war fund. 

0 (4) With reference to the report of Shit 

qe nai_and his collegues upon the con- 

pct of Ch‘en Ching-tsing, sub-prefect of 

thelice of the Eastern Section, it appears 

&t he had been culpable in employing 
jp8ctupulous subordinates thereby bring- 
ag him to the notice of the Censors who 

‘nounced him. The said sub-prefect is 


therefore handed over to the Boards for the 
determination of a penalty and his two 
subordinates P‘eug Yi-shan and Yang Erh- 
chiin are to be deported to their native 
towns and placed under the surveillance of 
the local authorities. 

(5) Tsou Hsing-lan is appointed Taotai 
of the Ling-An-Ka‘i-Kuang Intendancy of 
Yunnan. 

SUMMARY DECAPITATION OF GAOL-BREAKERS. 


Fu Jiin, Governor of Aului, reports 
the punishments dealt out by him with 
reference to a number of convicts lying 
in the prisons of the prefect of Féngyang, 
who attempted to break gaol resulting 
in the death of one gaoler and in 
two others being badly wounded. It 
appeared by the evidence of the surviving 
prisoner that the project of breaking gaol 
was planned by one T‘ien Cheng-té who 
got together six of the most desperate of 
the prisoners, the rest refusing to join in 
the attempt. At first the prisoners having 
killed one gaoler and wounded two, suc- 
ceeded in getting almost free, but the civil 
authorities having obtained the assistance 
of the troops the gaol-breakers were soon 
surrounded and during the fighting that 
ensued the leader of the prisoners and 
three others were killed on the spot while 
the remaining three surrendered. As 
the law for such attempts increases the 
severity of the sentence of the culprits, 
memorialist immediately ordered the sum- 
Mary execution of the three surviving 
gaol-breakers and trusts his Majesty ap- 
proves of the sentence.—Keseript : Let the 
Board of Punishments report thereon. 

10th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Liu Hsin-yuan is appointed prefect 
of K‘ueichoufu in Szechuan. 

(2) As the post of prefect of Yunnanfu 
is of great importance, let the high pro- 
vincial authorities of Yunnan select the 
person best fitted for this post amongst the 
prefects of the province, and let K‘uei 
Hua be appointed to the post vacated by 
the prefect of their choice. 

No papers of interest. 

llth July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Lu Yuan-ting is appointed Taotai of the 
Huei-Ch‘ao-Chia Intendancy of Kuangtung. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

Yui Kéng, Taotai of the Huei-Ch‘ao-Chia 
Intendancy, and Minister-elect to Japan, 
returned thanks this morning to his 
Majesty in the Grand Council Chamber. 

No papers of interest. 


12th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We commanded Hsii T‘ung and 
Kang Yi the other day to investigate in 
conjunction with the Imperial Clan Court 
and the Board of Punishments the case 
where the Imperial clansman Sieh Chitin 
accused one Hsiung Yi-ch‘eng of extortion 
resulting in the latter accusing in turn his 
own master, the Censor Chung Té-hsiang, 
of having instigated the deed. The joint 
commissiun of investigatora now reports 
that although the said Censor had not per- 
sonally extorted from any one, still there 
are both substantial proofs as well as the 
confessions of Hsiung Yi-ch‘eng which 
went to show that the Censor Chung Té- 
hsiang did use the money which Sieh Chiin, 
the plaintiff in this case, had paid the 
said Hsiung Yi-ch‘eng in order to buy 
the privilege of having his name 
erased from the said Censor’s denuncia- 
tions to the Throne. Furthermore, the 
said Chung Té-hsiang had stated in 
evidence that one Kuo Sung-t‘ing had 
taken the money and absconded to 
Tientsin thinking thereby to plate the 
burden of the crime upon this man. In 
view of this staternent it is now all the 
more necessary that the matter be sifted 
to the bottom, hence to ensure the course 
of justice we now command that the said 
Chung Té-hsiang be hereby first divested 
of his Censorship in order that he may 
be made to appear as one of the accused in 
the case and stand his trial. 

(2) Chin Sing, President of the Board of 
War, has presented a list of the names of 
the gentry and officers who distinguished 
themelves during the war raising volunteer 
battalions for the protection of the capital. 
Let the Boards of Civil Appointments and 
of War go through the list and report to 
us thereon. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE, 
Chu Ching-hsiin, Judge-designate of 
Chihli, was received in farewell audience 
this morning in the Grand Council Chamber. 


THE PUNISHMENT FOR KILLING ONE’S GRAND- 
PARENT, 

Liu Ping-chang, retiring Viceroy «f Sze- 
chuan, reports the sentences given one 
Wu Ta-cheng for killing his grandfather 
and upon Wu Liang-p‘ie, father of the 
murderer, for failing to train his son in 
the paths of filial piety and sobriety. 
According to the evidence given before 
memorialist’s own court, the morderer 
was a native of Lochihsien, Szechuan, 
and before the crime had always be- 
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haved properly to his elders. On the 14th 
of January last, Wu Chin-yuan, the grand- 
father of the murderer Wu Ta-cheny, had 
occasion to gv to a neighbouring village 
where a fair was being held for the purpose 
of sharpening and repairing a wood cleaver 
as wellas making some purchases, Seeing’ 
his grandson lying idle the old man bade 
him carry farm produce to the fair to sell. 
Arrived at the fair the old man bought an 
oil basket of wickerwork and a pieu-tan 
(carrying pole) which he ordered Wu Ta- 
cheng the grandson to carry home, Wu 
Ta-cheng watched his opportunity and 
man»ged to drink a quantity of spirits there- 
by getting into a state of inebriation before 
starting on his home journey. Thie made his 
progress slow so that the grandfather soon 
caught up to his grandson ata place, mid- 
way, called Liuchiawan. Enraged at the 
sloth of the young man the senior proceeded 
to upbraid the latter for getting drunk and 
emphasised the lecture by striking the 
younger on the back with the flat of the 
wood-cleaver. Heated and excited by the 
wine the grandson snatched away the 
cleaverand made a threatening gesture with 
the instrument at the grandfather. Appa- 
rently being drunk he could not judge his: 
own movements and although the -culprit 
declared that any intention of hurting his 
grandsire was quite far from his mind, the 
relative proximity of the old man was too 
near to enable him to avoid the impetus: 
of the threatening gesture for the cleaver 
entered the left side of the old man’s: 
neck. In falling he happened to do so on 
a rocky spot so that he cut a gash on his 
forehead and portion of the chest. Front 
these wounds the old man died almost 
immediately. By this time Wu Ta- 
cheng regained his soberness and all 
the appalling consequences that lay in 
store for him if discovered came vividly 
before his terror-stricken conscience- 
As the place is a lonely spot and no one 
was in sight the murderer bethought him 
of covering hiscrime. He then set to work. 
to dismember the grandfather, using the 
fatal cleaver, and having filled the oil 
basket with the gruesome remains the 
murderer carried the basket toa neighbour- 
ing pond to sink them out of sight. While 
doing so a man named Tso Chen-tier 
happened to pass by and prompted by 
suspicions began plying Wu Ta-cheng with 
auch searching questions that the latter 
could us longer hide his crime but he 
threatened Tso that if he exposed him he 
(Wu) would implicate him as an accom- 
plice. Afraid of Wu and his cleaver 
Tso acquiesced in promising silence and 
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12th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
RD We commanded Hsii Tung and 
ang Yi the other day to investigate in 
“onjunction with the Imperial Clan Court 
and the Board of Punishments the case 
ere the Imperial clansman Sieh Chiin 
cused one Hsiung Yi-ch‘eng of extortion 
Tesulting in the latter accusing in turn his 
°Wn master, the Censor Chuny Té-hsiang, 
having instigated the deed. The joint 
‘Ommission of investigators now reports 
at although the said Censor had not per- 
Sonally extorted from any one, still there 
ae both substantial proofs as well as the 
°onfessions of Hsiung Yi-ch‘eng which 
Went to show that the Censor Chung Té- 
bsiang did use the money which Sieh Chiin, 
@ plaintiff in this case, had paid the 
aid Hsiung Yi-chteng in order to buy 
€ privilege of having his name 
Stased from the said Censor’s denuncia- 
tions to the Throne. Furthermore, the 
aid Chung Té-hsiang had stated in 
®vidence that one Kuo Sung-t‘ing had 
‘ken the money and absconded to 
lentsin thinking thereby to place the 
Urden of the crime upon this man. In 
View of this statement it is now all the 
Nore necessary that the matter be sifted 
the bottom, hence to ensure the course 
et justice we now command that the said 
Chung Té-hsiang be hereby first divested 
°f his Censorship in order that he may 
© made to appear as one of the accused in 
the case and stand his trial. 
we) Chin Sing, President of the Board of 
ar, has presented a list of the names of 
the gentry and officers who distinguished 
themelves during the war raising volunteer 
attalions for the protection of the capital. 
et the Boards of Civil Appointments and 
°%f War go through the list and report to 
§ thereon. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 
¢ Chu Ching-hsiin, Judge-designate of 
hihli, was received in farewell audience 
this morning in the Grand Council Chamber. 


TRE PUNISHMENT FOR KILLING ONE’S GRAND- 
PARENT. 
"Liu Ping-chang, retiring Viceroy of Sze- 
wean, reports the sentences given one 
4 Ta-cheng for killing his grandfather 
‘nd upon Wu Liang-p'ie, father of the 
putderer, for failing to train his son in 
he paths of filial piety and sobriety. 
According to the evidence given before 
€morialist’s own court, the morderer 
48 a native of Locbihsien, Szechuan, 
4nd before the crime had alwaya be- 


haved properly to his elders. On the 14th 
of January last, Wu Chin-yuan, the grand- 
father of the murderer Wu Ta-cheny, had 
occasion to go to a neighbouring village 
where a fair was being held for the purpose 
of sharpening and repairing a wood cleaver 
as well as making some purchases. Seeing 
his grandson lying idle the old man bade 
him carry farm produce to the fair to sell. 
Arrived at the fair the old man bought an 
oil basket of wickerwork and a pien-tan 
(carrying pole) which he ordered Wu Ta- 
cheng the grandson to carry home. Wu 
Ta-cheng watched his opportunity and 
man»ged to drink a quantity of spirits there- 
by getting into a state of inebriation before 
starting on his home journey. This made his 
progress slow so that the grandfather soon 
caught up to his grandson at a place, mid- 
way, called Liuchiawan. Enraged at the 
sloth of the young man the senior proceeded 
to upbraid the latter for getting drunk and 
emphasised the lecture by striking the 
younger on the back with the flat of the 
wood-cleaver. Heated and excited by the 
wine the grandson snatched away the 
cleaverand made a threatening gesture with 
the instrument at the grandfather. Appa- 
rently being drunk he could not judge his. 
own movements and although the culprit 
declared that any intention of hurting his 
grandsire was yuite far from his mind, the 
relative proximity of the old man was too- 
near to enable him to avoid the impetus 
of the threatening gesture for the cleaver 
entered the left side of the old man’s 
neck. In falling he happened to do so on 
arocky spot so that he cut a gash on his. 
forehead and portion of the chest. From 
these wounds the old man died almost 
immediately, By this time Wu Ta- 
cheng regained his soberness and all 
the appalling consequences that lay in 
store for him if discovered came vividly 
before his terror-stricken conscience. 
As the place is a lonely spot and no one 
was in sight the murderer bethought him 
of covering his crime. He then set to work 
to dismember the grandfather, using the 
fatal cleaver, and having filled the oil 
basket with the gruesome remains the 
murderer carried the basket to a neighbour- 
ing pond to sink them out of sight. While 
doing so a man named Tso Chen-tien 
happened to pass by and prompted by 
suspicions began plying Wu Ta-cheng with 
such searching questions that the latter 
could us longer hide his crime but he 
threatened Tso that if he exposed him he 
(Wu) would implicate him as an accom- 
plice. Afraid of Wu and his cleaver 
Tso acquiesced in promising silence and 
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went on his way while Wu taking the 
‘cleaver with him attempted to fly from the 
place. Tso, however, went aud reported 
the crime at once to Wu's father, Wu 
Liang-p‘ei. The latter in dreadful agony 
immediately went to the village constable 
and headmen and with Tso as a guide pro- 
ceeded to the pond from whence they 
fished out the old man’s remains. Search 
being made for the murderer, he was 
soon captured and taken to the Lochi- 
hsien magistrate for trial. The whole 
affair being confessed by the murderer upon 
his capture, he was sent to Chéngtu for 
trial before the memorialist. As the law 
in a murder case provides that if the scene 
of the crime be less than 300 li distant from 
the provincial capital the execution is to 
take place where the deed was done; if more 
than 300 /i then decapitation was to be 
made at the provincial capital. Lochihsien 
being more than 3001i Wu Ta-cheng was 
made to suffer death by the slow and 
shameful process’ (lingch‘ih) as soon as 
the evidence had been confirmed by 
a personal trial by memorialist. As Wu 
Liaug-p‘ei, the father of the murderer 
and son of the victim, has been found cul- 
pable in having failed in his duty of teach- 
ing his son filial piety which compels the 
junior to bear without murmur the severest 
punishments of the elder, he has been 
sentenced to the same punishment usually 
accorded the husband of a woman who has 
murdered her father or mother-in-law, the 
former being innocent of inciting or aiding 
in the crime but culpable of having failed 
to teach his wife implicit obedience to his 
parents. The punishment in such cases is 
that the husband be beaten forty blows of 
the bamboo on the execution ground where 
his wife is to suffer the ling ‘ih process 
of death, and then kneeling there to behold 
with his owa eyes the punishment meted 
out to his spouse. After the completion of 
the woman’s sentence, the husband is 
to be beaten with another forty blows 
of the bamboo. Accordingly, just before 
Wu Ta-cheng was sliced for the murder 
of his grandsire, Wu Tiang-p‘ei was 
made to kneel on the execution ground 
and was beaten the forty blows; the 
punishment being renewed after he had 
seen his son, the murderer, put to death. 
The head of Wu Ta-cheng was then sent 
off to Lochihsien for exposure at the scene 
of his dastardly crime, and the father was 
sent at the same time for final adjudication 
by the magistrate of his own district as an 
atonement for the crime of his son— 
Rescript: Let the Board of Punishments 
report thereon. 


13th July. 


THE EXPENSES OF THE SHANTUNG ARSENAL 
FoR 1893. 


Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
sends in the report for 1893 of the expenses 
of the Shantung arsenal at Tsinanfu, the 
provincial capital. There weremanufactured 
during the year in question, 98,850 catties 
of foreign’ style gunpowder ; 3,564,000 
percussion caps; 2,700 charges of grap? 
shot ; 2,300 solid shot ; 900 sets of field 
gun fusee tubes ; 900 shelle for brass can- 
non ; 35,000 Krupp gun fusees ; 1,360 shot 
for brass cannon; breach-loading cartridgesy 
560,000 ; and 917,600 foreign lead bullets. 
Extra machinery was also made during 
that year for various departments in the 
arsenal, and a number of repairs made fot 
the Sheng Division ammunition vans, 45 
well as to the powder works, artisans’ shop% 
chimneys, and dwelling houses and to thre@ 
boilers. There were bought for use in th? 
arsenal saltpetre, copper, lead, steel, an! 
iron, and, including the salaries of the 
arsenal officers, military guard, and work- 
men, there was expended in 1893 the sum 
Tls, 19,335,.1.2 odd, to go to the account of 
the Board of Revenue; Tis. 6,998.9.5 6° 
the account of the Board of War; and to the 
account of the Board of Works the su@ 
of Tls. 21,857.6.9, odd, or a total sum of 
Tls. 48,191.7,4, odd. This amount includes 
Tls. 11,019.6.0, odd, surplus from the pre 
vious year (1892), while the sum of Tle. 
10,000 was also taken from the Provincl@ 
Treasury.—Rescripé : 
cerned report thereon. 


14th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Commander of the Peking Gev- 
darmerie reports having 


Chin-san alias Liu Ch‘i-san who have bee? 
troubling the Imperial granary officials 
Let the former prisoner be forthwith hand- 
ed over tothe Board of Punishments fof 
tria] and punishment ; but as for the lattet 


according to the memorial of the Granaly | 
authorities, Liu Ch‘i-san is clamed to b® | 


a petty ofticial of the department and n? 
guilty of the crimes alleged. iIt is, how” 
ever, important to find out whether he hs 


been guilty of theft, coercion, or bullying : 


the coolies belonging to the granaries and b® 
is therefore to be also handed over to th? 
Board of Punishments. If he be prové 
innocent of the charges made ayainat him 
let the said Board report to us and he shal. 
be released. 


Let the Boards cov 


arrested th? ; 
alleged rowdies Chao Féng-yuan and Lit | 
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1ith July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Wu a-chéng, Governor of Hunan, de- 
Nounces certain officers for having encour- 
aged and incited their soldiers to acts of 
insubordination against their General and 
Tequesis that a decree be issued upon the 
Subject. He accuses Chou Chieh-pin, 
Colonel commanding the Left battalion of 
the Paochieh Brigade, and Chu Chen-lin, 
Senior Major of the same battalion, of hav- 
ing spread false and malicious reports 
Upon learning that the battalion in ques- 
tion was to be disbanded, thereby inciting 
the soldiery to proceed with hostile inten- 
tion to the house of their General, Cheng 

ien-pah, and creating a great disturbance 
Upon getting there. This is clearly mutin- 
us conduct and setting the military laws 
and the law of the land at defiance and 
tannot be leniently passed over. Colonel 
Chou Chieh-pin and Major Chu Chen-lin 
are therefore ordered to be instantly 
Cashiered and prohibited forever from 
Offering their services in the future in any 
Part of the empire, in order that they may 
Serve as a warning to others to avoid crafty 

evices and detiance of the law. The 
oard concerned is to take note of this. 


16th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The Censor Lien Chin has denounced 
the secretaries aud clerks in the Mongolian 
uperintendency for having taken ad- 
Vantage of the Imperial Edict granting 
ereditary honours to the Princes and 
hobles of the Tushetu tribe of Mongols, for 
Contributing towards the war fund last 
Year, to make extortion from these Mongol 
Chieftains. This is very reprehensible 
and the officials of the Mongolian Superin- 
dency are hereby commanded to strictly 
investigate the charges so that the guiliy 

Parties may be punished. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


His Majesty granted audience in the 

rand Council Chamber this morning to 
Pao Nien, late Brigade General of the 

anchu garrison at Chinkiang and newly 
appointed Tartar General of Canton who 
reporsed his arrival at the capital from the 
South. 

17th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing and confirming a number 
Of officials to the metropolitan and provin- 
Cial administrations. : 

(2) Kuei Chiin, Governor of Kiangsu, 
and Governor-elect of Shensi, reports that 


in the month of April last a large band of 
brigands made a daring raid inside the city 


‘ walls of the district of Liuhd, Kiangsu, 


and robbed a large shop there. When the 
yamén runners and trainband came to the 
rescue the brigands met them with arms 
in hand and succeeded in getting away 
comparatively unmolested. This is evi- 
dently a proof of the utter neglect of police 
efficiency in Liuhé district frem which the 
magistrate Ch‘iu Tsung-chin cannot escape 
responsibility. He is therefore handed 
over to the Board of Civil Appointments 
for the determination of a penalty and 
given a certain period to arrest the bri- 
gands. 


CONTRIBUTING TO THE WAR FUND, 


Yui Lu, Tartar-General and brevet Vi- 
ceroy of Féngtien, reports that he has 
received a contribution towards war ex- 
penses in Manchuria of Tls. 2,000 from 
Yii shu, a Chinese Bannerman of Mouk- 
den and a Captain of the Manchurian 
army. The donor states that the money 
belonged to the estate of his grand- 
father but as he has observed that in the 
present crisis there should be no lack of 
funds in the military chest he willingly 
contributes his mite to help to swell the 
war funds. He considers this to be but 
his duty and hence has not done it with 
an aim to get any reward for the deed. 
Memorialist, however, considers such an 
action, especially under present circum- 
stances, to be most commendable, and 
therefore, recommends that the giver, 
(Yii Shu) of this sum should be placed in 
the first class rank of expectants as a 
slight recognition of Imperial commenda- 
tion.—Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue 
report thereon. 


18th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) En Shun, Police Censor of the 
Middle City, presents a supplementary 
list of the officers of the trainbands of 
his ward who distingnished themselves 
during the recent crisis. Let the Board 
concerned report thereon. 

(2) With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor Ch‘u Ch‘eng-po recommending 
that the Viceroys and Governors of the 
various provinces be ordered to encourage 
the mercantile classes to take over the 
government naval dockyards, arsenals, and 
shipbuilding yards in the provinces, and 
work them on a commercial basis in order to 
encourage manufactures and invention 
amongst the people and also to relieve the 
strain on government, let the Board of 
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Revenue deliberate ou the question and 
Teport to us. 

(3) Nin Ling-ngeh is transferred to the 
deputy Military Governorship of Hunch‘iin 
on the Amoor river and his former post of 
Lieutenant-General of the Mongolian Yel- 
low Banner is given to Tsai Tsé. 


BRIGANDAGE IN KIANGSU. 


K‘uei Chitin, Governor of Kiangsu and 
transferred to the Governorship of Shensi, 
denounces Ch‘in Tsung-chin, district 
magistrate of Liubdhsien, Kiangsu, on the 
following grounds : —On the evening of the 
23rd of April last just at the hour of light- 
ing lamps the magistrate was informed that 
a band of brigands were robbing the 
banking establishment of one Chang Féng- 
yang inside the city walls. Runners and 
trainband men were at once sent to 
intercept the robbers, but when the 
yamén people got to the bank the bri- 
gands had already completed their raid 
and were on the way back to their 
lairs. Chase was at once made and the 
brigands had already been caught up with 
when they turned round and began using 
their firearms to oppose the runners 
and the trainband. One of the latter 
was badly wounded, while in return a 
soldiers cut down a robber who fell into 
the river and was drowned. The robbers, 
however, eventually got away unmolested, 
not has the magistrate been able to arrest 
any of them afterwards. This a clear proof 
that the police regulations are a negative 
quantity in the city of Liuhdéhsien and 
the conduct of the magistrate thereof 
inexcusable, and both the Treasurer and 
Juhge of Kiangsu recommend that an 
example be made of the man; and 
taking into consideration the facts of the 
case memorialist also asks his Majesty to 
punish the said magistrate in some way. — 
For Kescript vide Gazette tran lution of the 
17th instant. 

ANOTHER OFFICIAL DENOUNCED. 


Sung Fan, Governor of Yunnan and 
acting Viceroy of Yun-Kuei, states that all 
magistrates holding acting or substantive 
appointments ought, above all things, to 
be careful to maintain a sufficient police 
force under them to patrol their districts, 
overawe bad characters and prevent crime 
to the best of their ability. In this way 
will the people be able to sleep in security 
at night and go about their businesses un- 
molested by day, Any lack of vigilance 
should therefore be punished with severity. 
A case in point is that of Hu Usiang- 
chiian, acting department magistrate of 
Yiliang in Yunnan. It seems that a short 


time ago a dispute between two brothers, 
natives of that department, about succes- 
sion of property resulted in the murder of an 
outsider and the escape of the murderer, 
Lu Erh-kung. As the murderer could not 
be found, and as he had left no one to 
cultivate his numerous acres, the local 
authorities, fearing that owing to its being: 
neglected they would be unable to collect 
the taxes from the property, decided 
to hand over these ricefields to the mur- 
derer’s elder brother Lu Erh-k‘ang, 80 
that he might cultivate them and pay the 
usual taxes on them. When the transfer 
had been completed, Lu Erh-k‘ang sent 
farm hands to attend to the estate, but 
somehow or other this was warmly re- 
sented by the murderer, who gathered a 
desperate gang of rowdies and loafers who 
suddenly made a raid ou the estate and 
robbed the neighbours right and left 
and killed a farm hand, eventually 
making their escape unmolested. Thus it 
will be seen that two murders had been 
committed by the same person, without the 
local authorities having the least warning 
of what was to happen, and the double 
murderer is at large without the yamén 
runners being able to arrest him, @ 
clear proof of the disgracefully neglected 
condition of the Yiliang district police. 
Memorialist considers that the acting 
officer is much’ to blame for all this 
and requests that Hu Hsiang-ch‘uan be 
eashiered for his culpability. In the 
meantime the murderer has just been 
captured by Hu Hsiang-chuan’s successor 
who was sent to supersede Hu immediately 
after the second murder, and the murderer 
is now lying in prison awaiting trial.— 
Rescript : Let it be as requested. 


19th July. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCES. 

His Majesty granted farewell audiences 
in the Grand Council Chamber this morn- 
ing to Wang Lien, Treasurer-elect of Anhui, 
and to Chang Jén-chiin, Judge-designate 
of Kuangtung. 


THE RESULTS OF THE RAIDS OF THE FU 
HUI OR ‘‘TURBANED BAND” SECRET 
SOCIETY IN KIANGSU. 

Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of the 
Liangkiang provinces, reports that some 
time ago the Fu Hui or Turbaned Band 
of secret society men of Hsiichou (on the 
Yellow river) began to make themselves 
conspicuous by a number of robberies op 
people in T‘angshan district, and memorial- 
ist at once instructed the Hsiichou Taotat 
to send troops to crush the rising. The 
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leader of the Turbaned Band was a certain 
& Wang-san and the band under him 
Nunibered over a hundred men. They 
Taided the house of Chang MUsieh-yung, 
a Wealthy man of ‘I’fangshan, the mem- 
ers of whose family tried to resist 
the robbers and one of the servants 
Wasseverely wounded. Thisso enraged the 
€speradoes that they set fire to Chang 
Sieh-yung’s house and destroyed it. 
his gave the mounted troops from T‘ang- 
Shan time to assemble and attack the 
Tigands. The latter then retreated to a 
Village called Maochuang where a stand 
Was made against the pursuing cavalry. 
trooper was killed in this fight, but four 
of the band were eventually captured 
Whose confessions agreed with the reports 
of the society men’s doings sent to memo- 
alist. As no mercy ought to be shown 
to brigands whose crimes are aggravated 
y belonging to a revolutionary society, 
and when captured they had the distin- 
Suishing marks of the Fu Hui society, viz: 
Ong-erown hair and peculiar turbans which 
Save the society its name — memorialist 
Ordered the four prisoners to summary 
€xecution as soon as they had signed their 
eclarations, and also ordered that their 
fads should be exposed at the last scene 
of their crime—the site of the burned down 
Ouse of Chang Hsieh-yung in T‘angshan- 
Sien.—Kescript. Noted. 


20th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Censor Hsi Lin reports with 
regard to the case of the woman Ping 
iang-shih, who was described to the 
Throne by the President of the Board of 
unishments as having committed ‘‘suicide 
y cutting her throat while being tried 
a3 a witness in the judgment hall 
ecause she was overcome by the magni- 
tude of her crime.” The said Censor 
declares that there is a rumour about that 
@ woman, whose evidence was of a very 
amaging character, was forced to make 
away with herself by her judges, the 
Under-secretaries of the said Board, who 
had been bribed to do this by the in- 
fluential family implicated in the matter. 
e have therefore been advised by the 
Said Censor to order that the matter be 
thoroughtly investigated and the whole 
Case carefully sifted, in order to bring the 
culpable ones to condign punishment. 
e, therefore, command that two high 
inisters of our Court, namely Ch'i Hsiu 
and Hsii Fu, be added to the original Court 
of Enquiry and they are to report to us 


as soon as they shall have completed the 
investigations. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE, 


General Ting Huai of Kweichow (com- 
mander of the Miaotse aborigines who 
volunteered for the war in Manchuria) was 
granted an audience by the Emperor this. 
morning in the Grand Council Chamber. 


21st July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
Chang Lien-kuei asking for leave to retire 
to his home owing to ill-health, the said 
Governor of Kuangsi is hereby granted 
his desire and he is allowed to return 
home. 

(2) Chang Usii, Governor of Shansi, 
denounces Ma Ju-liang, magistrate of 
Lich‘enghsien, and Liu Ch‘i-ming, military 
commandant of the garrison of the said 
city, for being unable to capture more than 
one of a gang of robbers who plundered a 
shop within the walls of the said city 
some time during the month of May last. 
As this is a plain proof of the effete 
organisation of the police under the two- 
officials named in the said memorial, they’ 
are hereby deprived of their buttons as a 
warning of something more severe in the 
future if they fail to capture the other 
members of the band of brigands. 

(3) The same Governor also denounces. 
the magistrate of Hoch‘iihsien, Shansi, and 
the gaol-warden, for permitting the escape 
ef a prisoner condemned to death by 
strangulation, named Fan Lai-hu. Let the 
said gaolwarden be instantly cashiered and 
brought under arrest to the provincial 
capital together with his subordinates, for 
a strict enquiry to find out whether bribery 
has been used to buy the escape of the 
said condemned prisoner. Furthermore, 
the said magistrate of Hoch‘ihsien claims, 
as an excuse, that he was absent from his 
yamén on official business when the escape 
took place; let the said Governor make 
strict enquiries to find out the truth or 
otherwise of the said allegation. 


22nd July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chou Lien is appointed Taotai of the 
Haing-ch'uan-yung Intendancy of Fukien 
(Ampoy). ° . ; 

(2) Wu Hung-lu is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Chenting Circuit of Chihli. 

(3) Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, recommends to our special notice 
the following five officials under his juris- 
diction who havo distinguished themselves 
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‘by honesty, probity and conscientious per- 
formance of their duties in their several 
spheres of actlon, viz :--P‘an Ming-piao, 
expectant department magistrate and act- 
ing chers‘en of Enhsien ; Lo Chih-sheng, 
expectant department magistrate and act- 
ing sub-prefect of Chiaochou (Kiaochou, 
proposed naval station as an adjunct of 
Port Arthur); Ch‘en Erh-hsien, chehsien 
of Tingt‘aohsien ; Ho Fu-yuan, expectant 
district magistrate of the Ist class and 
acting chehsien of Yiinch‘enghsien ; and 
Wang Wang-keng, acting chehsien of 
Ch‘angyihsien, We, therefore, command 
the said Governor to convey to the five 
officers above-named our appreciation of 
their good conduct and take this «ppor- 
tunity to impress upon them the neces- 
sity of being all the more careful to 
deserve our appreciation, by using their 
best energies to attend to the welfare of 
the people over whom they have been called 
to rule on our behalf. With reference to 
the officials denounced on various grounds 
by the said Governor in a postscript mem- 
orial, let T‘ao Yang-ch‘i, sub-prefect of 
Lingching, who has been denounced for 
‘dishonesty, reckless recommendations for 
promotion on behalf of members of his 
ewn family, and inability in the case 
of the customs department under him, 
be forthwith degraded to the grade 
of a department magistrate of the 6th 
rank. Another sub-prefect, the expect- 
ant officer Cheng Chih, is denounced 
for being unbecomingly haughty and self- 
conceited, which is due to his youth, hence 
he is also to be degraded to the rank of the 


6th grade, Class B. For avarice and 
currying favour, Kung Pen-ngan, the 
cheshien of Lanshanlhsien is hereby 


ccashiered ; and for incompetency and being 
the wrong man in the wrong place, Ch‘en 
T'i-sen, chehsien of Tsiyanghsien, is ordered 
to resign and gv up to the provincial 
capital for investigation into his conduct. 
As for Chang Chin-chih, chehsien of 
Changch ‘inhsien, who has been accused 
of giving too much latitude to his 
servants; Chao Fang-hsi,  chehsien of 
Wuch‘enghsien, for general incompetency 
and effete police organisation in his 
district ; and Ch‘eng Fang-té, chehsien 
of T‘énghsien, whose general conduct 
during ordinary times conduced to laxity 
in looking after the salt excise in his 
district, thereby causing serious distur- 
bances with salt smugglers ; let all the 
above named chehsiens be ordered to resign 
their posts and await some other appoint- 
ments. Jn this manner it is to be hoped 
that the ranks of incompetent and dis- 


honest officials in Shantung may be clared 
somewhat. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Té Shou, Governor-elect of. Hunan, was 
granted a special audience by the Emperor 
in the Grand Council Chamber this morn- 
ing. 

A REQUEST TO BE ALLOWED TO RESIGN. 

Chang Lien-kuei, Governor of Kuangsi, 
reports that owing to illness the other day 
he got permission to hand the conduct of 
affairs in the province to the Treasurer for 
one month in order to devote all his time 
to the curing of his maladies. The month’s 
leave is now expired, and instead of feeling 
better, he finds that his right side is paralys- 
ed which has incapacitated him from using 
his pen and turning over the leaves of his 
official despatches. As memorialist alway3 
attends personally to the duties of his office 
this added ailment renders him all the more 
unfit for his high post and he further finds 
that owing to sleeplessness at night his 
intellect has become so clouded as to unfit 
him totally for his duties in the daytime. 
While recognising bis duty to place his 
life’s services at the disposal of his sover- 
eign in return for the favours he has 
received, and while his country is under- 
going a crisis, memorialist trusts the Em- 
peror will believe him that it has cnly been 
dire necessity and not disinclination for 
work which has forced him to ask permission 
to resign his post, in order that he may 
return to his home and seek the best 
medical advice, which is impossible in 
Kuangsi. Memvrialist, however, promises 
that after he shall have succeeded in con- 
quering his maladies and regained health, 
he will prostrate himself once more at the 
Palace gates to pray for some post where 
he may serve his Imperial master again.— 
Rescript: Granted. 


23rd July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) Tséng Kuang-han, Earl of Weiyi, is 
commanded to offer sacrifices at the 
Temple of the Fire God on the 13th of 
Angust next. ; 

(2) The 18th of August being the anniver- 
sary of our birthday, let K‘ai T‘ai, Prince 
of Chéng, perform worship at the Ancestral 
Temple in our stead. 

(3) The lst day of the 7th moon (20th 
August) being the commencement of the 
3rd month of the present autumual period, 
we will proceed in person to worship at the 
Ancestral Temple while Prince Tsai Hsiin 
is commanded to sacrifice at the rear 
shrines ; Prince Tsai Tsin is to sacrifice at 


Jory 23—25.] 


99 


the eastern altars and En Ch‘ing is to 
Sacrifice at the Western altars. ; 

(4) Shih Nien-tsu, Provincial Treasurer 

Ytinnan, is promoted to the Governor- 
Ship of Kuangsi vice Chang Lien-Kuei, re- 
‘lgned on account of sickness. 

No news of interest. 


24th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1 Ts‘en Yii-pao is transferred to be 
Treasurer of Yunnan, vice Shih Nien-tsu, 
Promoted to be Governor of Kuangsi, and 

€ Treasurership of Kueichow, vacated by 

S‘en Yii-pao, is hereby given to T‘ang 

hu-sen, Provincial Judge of Kueichow, 
Whose place in turn is give to Shao Chih- 
th‘eng, Taotai of the Yentung Intendancy 

uUunan. 

(2) With reference to the memorial of 
the Grand Secretary Ngeh-lé-hé-p‘u, ask- 
Ing for leave of absence to treat a malady 
Y which he has been recently attacked 
and also that sume one might be appoiated 
© act for him during his absence from his 

Uties, the said Grand Secretary is hereby 
&tanted one month’s leave of absence 
While his Captain-Generalship of the Red 
Sanner of the Manchurian Banner Corps 
‘8 hereby temporarily given to the Board 

resident, Ch‘i Asiu. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

His Majesty granted a farewell audience 
this morning in the Grand Council Cham- 

er to General Tung Fu-hsiang, Command- 
*t-in-Chief of the Kashgarian forces, about 

start for Kansu to suppress the Mahom- 
Medan reb llion in that portion of the 
Mpire. 
25th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Censor Ts‘ao Chih-tsing complains 
of the abnormal increase of brigandage in 
ihli province and prays that instructions 
May be given to the Viceroy of that pro- 
Vince to press upon the local authorities 
€ importance of extra energy and earnest- 
Ness in the matter of police organisation 
Or the suppression of this calamity to the 
Sountry at large. The said Censor also 
€clares that in order to avoid degradation 
aud penalties the sub-prefects, depuart- 
Ment and district magistrates of Chihli 
‘ten prevent the victims of brigandage 
Tom filing complaints in the yaméns by 
*harging those who come to report a rob- 
ery with presenting false reports and con- 
‘igning them to punishment. People thus 
&ar to make complaints, the local officials 
8te in no fear of being removed from office 


or cashiered for being unable to capture 
the brigands, and thelatter, gaining courage 
by this state of affairs, increase in numbers, 
become bolder and bolder, and more 
audacious every day until, as a matter of 
fact, the prefectures of Shiintien (Imperial 
prefecture), Tientsin, and Hochien have 
become one scene of daily robberies 
while in the sub-prefectures of Shénchou 
and Ch‘ichou brigandage has recently 
doubled itself, the audacity of the bandits 
extending to the making of raids in open 
daylight and capturing wealthy towns- 
men and keeping them for ransom. In 
such cases when complaints are made to the 
local authorities the latter visit the punish- 
ment due the bandits upon the persons of 
the victims, and even where the com- 
plaints are allowed the authorities make no 
attempt to capture the brigands or aid the 
victims in obtaining restitution. If the 
Censor’s allegations are true, it is obvious 
that a calamity is allowed to exist which 
in time will grow into such dimensions as 
to endanger the State. We therefore com- 
mand Wang Wén-shao to make investiga- 
tions and impress upon his subordinates to 
exercise more care and energy in looking 
after the safety and peace of the people 
under them, and that in no case in the 
future will any offence of the sort men- 
tioned above be allowed to pass lenient- 
ly, and to this end Wang Wén-shao is 
ordered to denounce at once any officer 
whose district has been visited by bandits 
so that adequate lpunishment may be 
meted out to the guity officials. 

The same Censor denounces the ruth- 
lessness of the yumén underlings of the 
local authorities in Chihli, who prey upon 
the poor country people already burdened 
by famine and the late war. So serious 
have been the charges of the said Censor 
in this respect that we hereby command 
Wang Wen-shao to make careful enquiries 
into the matter and denounce at once any 
of the officials who permit their under- 
lings to fleece and prey upon the villages 
instead of giving all the aid in their power 
to relieve the sufferings of our subjects. 

(3) Wén Mei is appointed to the Taotai- 
ship of the Yentung Intendancy of Yunnan 
vice Shao Chih-ch‘eng, promoted to be Pro- 
vincial Judge of Kueichow. 


WELCOME SHOWERS IN CHIHLI. 
Wang K‘o-sheng, an expectant Provincial 
Commander-in-Chief(T-itw) and Brigadier- 
General of the Hsiienhua Circuit of Chihli, 
reports that owing to the drought in his 
part of the province during the present 
summer there were great fears of a failure 
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of the crops. Fortunately at 6 o’clock on 
the morning of the 10th instant rain 
began to fall, stopping only when a good 
two-inch rain had saturated the fields 
some time during the afternoon of the 
same day. The joy of the farmers of 
Hsiienhua prefecture may well be imagined 
and memorialist gladly hastened to pena re- 
port to the Throne on the joyful news when 
at midnight on the 13th another good show- 
er fell lasting for many hours and adding 
another two-and-four-tenths inches to the 
moisture on the ground. Reports also from 
the military subordinates of the memorialist 
came pouring in from various parts of the 
prefecture stating that the whole country 
in this region had been visited by the wel- 
come rain and that the crops could now be 
assured of a good harvest this year. As 
an important godsend of this nature should 
not be kept from his Majesty, memorial- 
ist now hastens to send the joyful tidings 
to his Imperial Master.— fescript : Noted. 


26th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Siin Yii-wén, Chinese President of 
the Board of War, who has recently been 
on sick leave, reports the expiration of his 
leave without resulting in the cure of his 
sickness. Apprehension that long absence 
from the duties of his office will be de- 
trimental to the interests of the State 
prompts the memorialist to pray. that he 
be allowed to resign his post. As there 
seem to be grounds for believing that 
Siin Yii-wén’s illness is one that cannot 
be cured at short notice, his request is 
hereby granted and he is hereby permitted 
to retire from public office in order to 
bend all his attention to the curing of his 
maladies. 

[Note. Thisis the Minister who is most 
blamed by the Conservative party at the 
capital fur persuading the Emperor to 
ratify the Treaty of Shimonoseki with 
Japan, in consequence of which he has had 
to resign his post in the Board of War for 
the sake of personal safety.—Trauslator. | 

(2) As the post of senior prefect of the 
province of Kueichow is a most important 
one, the high officials of the said province 
are commanded to select from all the pre- 
fects of Kueichow the man most fitted for 
the post of prefect of Kueiyangfu, and let 
the post so vacated by the prefect of their 
choice be hereby given to Yen Chuan-hsi. 

(3) Yang Ju, Minister to the United 
States, Spain, Peru, and Mexico, is hereby 


appointed President*of the Imperial Stud 
Office. 
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THE FUKIEN COAST DEFENCE FUND. 

Pién Pao-ch‘uan, Viceroy of Min-Ché, 
sends the 2lst report with reference to 
the collection of funds in Fukien for 
Coast Defence authorised by an Edict of 
his Majesty in December, 1890. Thes¢ 
reports are made every quarter and so fat 
twenty reports have already been presente 
and passed by the Board of Revenue. Io 
return for contributions to the fund by the 
people of Fukien the memorialist’s pre- 
decessors have hitherto recommended the 
names of the contributors for the bestows! 
of various official ranks in proportion to 
the amount of their contributions. In 
1892 owing to the necessity of adequately 
protecting the sea approaches into the 
port of Amoy (Hsiamén), and to help 
in paying for the building of modert 
forts and arming them with moder? 
guns of large calibre, a portion of the 
money so collected was authorised by 
decree to be paid to the Amoy nava 
authorities up to February, 1895, while 
the balance has always, as hitherto, bee? 
remitted to the Admiralty at Peking: 
The twenty-first quarter having expire 
in May last, memorialist now presents the 
21st report of accounts of money collected 
for the said fund which on this occasio® 
amounts to Tis. 16,521.60, in return for 
which he begs his Majesty to authoris?® 
the Board of Revenue to grant the con- 
tributors the usual documents confirming 
the latter in their new official ranks.— 
Rescript: Let the said Board report thereot™ 

27th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. . 

(1) Jung Lu, Commander of the Peking 
Gendarmerie, reports the capture by his 
force of six desperadoes and thieves. The 
former were robbers and bandits wante 
for the crime of brigandage and keeping 


captives for ransom, and the latter were 
caught cutting down timber from the Im- 
perial park and gardens. Letall the prison- 
ers be sent to the Board of Punishments; 
for trial and sentence according to the law 
of the country, and let energetic efforts 
be made to capture the other six of this 
band of robbers who have so far escape 
arrest, 

(2) Chi Hsiu is appointed Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Bureau editing the Collectivé 
Institutes of the Dynasty. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Pao Nien, Manchu Brigadier-General of 
Chinkiang, promoted to be Tartar-General 
of Canton (Kuangchovfu), and Kuei Hsiang 
(Emperor's father-in-law), Deputy Military 
Governor of Shanhaikuan, were grante 
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farewell audiences this morning by the 
Mperor in the Grand Council Chamber. 


BRIGANDAGE IN KIRIN. 


En Tsé, Tartar-General, and Fu Erh-tan, 

lvil Governor of Kirin, jointly recom- 
Mend that extraordinary powers be given 
them for the summary execution of brigands 
Who hold prisoners to ransom, the law 
Not authorising the extreme sentence being 
Carried out in such cases. For twenty years 
4nd over, Kirin has been the squatting 
8round for immigrants from the coast dis- 
tricts of Shantung, and these squatters 

nding the country uncultivated for the 
Most part and covered with forest and hill 
Country, have, for the sake of subsistence 
In most cases, resorted to brigandage as the 
easiest way of getting a livelihood, making 
the forests and hillstheirlairsand fastnesses. 

very year, of late, no less than several 
tens of thousands of these Shantung im- 
Migrants enter the province and join the 
Older squatters so that the latter’s ranks 
are being constantly augmented, thereby 
Setting strength and daring for audacious 
Taids and acts of rapine, in face of the 
Military police who are utterly unable to 
Cope with them. When a strong force of 
troops is sent to a certain place to attack 
the brigands, the latter usually scatter, only 
to meet at some other distant spot to re- 
Commence their raids and robberies on the 
Inhabitants of the villages and towns. 

hen again the secret society men from 
the Chihli borders have also been lately 
Invading the province of Kirin, but mostly 
in the neighbourhood of the Mongol Re- 
Servation in the north, gradually ousting 
the Mongols and pushing them out of 
their reservations. Being very strong 
in numbers, also, these secret society 
Men, whose very principles advocate 
robbery and rapine, pursue the same 
Course as the immigrants whe gradually 
Set assimilated with the former. Of, say, 
ten cases, brought to the knowledge of 
the authorities concerning the acts of secret 
Society men or immigrants, the average is 
five for robbery with violence and blood- 
8hed, while the other five are for capturing 
Wealthy traders, well-to-do farmers, and 
Wayfarers, carrying them «ff to their fast- 
Nesses and holding them to ransom. As 
the bandits never fail to murder their cap- 
tivesin theevent of troops being sentagainst 
them, or the time set for ransom being 
Past, the families and friends of the captives 
dare not report to the authorities but do 
What they can to ransom the former 
from the bandits. Thus half the evil 
deeds of society men and bandit immi- 


grants do not get to the ears of the local 
military authorities. As already stated 
the law does not condemn tv death 
men caught for holding captives to. 
ransom, but in order to put a stop to the 
practice -which sumetimes does end in 
the murder of the captives, stringent and 
drastic measures must be resorted to and 
the memorialist given the power to order 
the summary execution of these breakers 
of the law, after a regular course of trial. 
If something drastic be not done against 
these lawless squatters of Kirin, something 
serious will surely happen caused by the 
knowledge of conscious strength in num- 
bers by these bandits.—Rescript: Let the 
Board of Punishments report thereon. 


28th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The other day, the Supervising 
Censor, Hung Liang-ping, and the Censor 
Hsi Lin, made repeated statements that a 
woman named P‘ing Hsiieu-shih, who had. 
been brought to the Board of Punishments 
as a witness in an important case, had been 
so badly and cruelly treated by the judges 
(who wished to prevent her making damaging: 
statements against the other side), that 
she was compelled to commit suicide while - 
in the hall of justice, etc., On the other 
hand the Board officials declare that the. 
woman, fearful of the consequences to her- 
self on account of her criminal connection 
with the case under trial, committed 
suicide on the spot to escape further 
incriminating herself. We therefore com- 
manded the Board Presidents Ch‘i Hsiu and 
Hsii Fu to carefully go through the case 
and give an impartial report on the matter 
to us. These officers have now reported 
that although there was no coercion 
used to make the woman kill herself, 
the officers who tried the case had been 
culpable in not giving the matter a proper 
and careful enquiry, insomuch that the 
woman seeing that justice was to be witheld 
got excited and in despair made away with 
herself. As the judges, aforesaid, have 
been thus culpably deficient in common 
sense they must be made to suffer, hence 
we now command that first judge Ch‘ung 
Lien, an Imperial Clansman of the Colla- 
teral Branch and Under Secretary of the 
Board of Punishments, and Ts‘ao Pu-yiin, 
expectant deputy Under Secretary, the 
second judge, be forthwith cashiered as a 
warning to others. As for the Presidents 
and Vice-Presidents of the said Board, they 
are to be handed over tothe Board of Civil 
Appointments for a penalty for not 
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keeping proper supervision. over the con- 
duct of their subordinates. 

(2) With reference to the petition of 
‘Chang Fu-hsing, a native of Honan and of 
the common people (without official rank 
or button), who has brought up an appeal 
from his province to the Court of 
Censors, let the Board of Punishments 
send the man and all the papers relating to 
his case to Lu Shu-t‘ang, the Governor of 
his province, for re-trial, and the said 
‘Governor is hereby commanded in conjunc- 
tion with the Provincial Judge to gather 
all the witnesses, etc., relating to the 
matter and having personally and impar- 
tially tried it, report to us. 


THE OPIUM TAXES OF SHENSI. 


Chang Ju-mei, Provincial Treasurer and 
acting Governor of Shensi, sends in a report 
of the native opium likin tax and tax for 
ground devoted to the cultivation of the 
poppy in the province for the past year 
(1894). There were collected throughout 
the province likin]on opium during 1894 
amounting to Tis. 15,766 odd, and the 
ground tax amounting to Tls. 97,465 odd, 
making a total collected of Ts. 113,231, 
odd. Of this sum Tls. 86,869 were ap- 
propriated by the Board of Reorganisation 
of the province for the payment of salaries 
and expenses of the Yunghsing brigade, 
horse and foot, ordered to aid in crushing 
the Kansu rebellion, leaving a balance of 
Tls. 26,362, odd, in the provincial Treasury, 
to be transported to Peking in obedience 
to instructions from the Board of Revenue. 
—Rescript : Let the said Board take note. 


29th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Appointing a number of officers to the 
metropolitan and provincial administra- 
tions. 


THE OFFICERS AND STAFF ATTACHED TO 
THE HEILUNGCHIANG ARMY CORPS. 


E-K‘6-t‘ang-4, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Chenpien Tik‘ai army corps of Hei- 
lungchiang organised in 1894 to oppose 
the Japanese advance into Manchuria, 
repor's that in August 1894 while holding 
the Tartar-Generalship of Heilungchiang 
(Chinese Amur) he received orders to 
gather as many battations as he could 
out of the regular forces of the province 
and lead them south into Féngtien to op- 
pose the enemy. He was only able to muster 
eight battalions of horse and foot for the 
purpose and these he took with him into 
Manchuria. The officers and staff of this 


brigade were of course all registered in the 
Board of War records. As, however, the 
force was manifestly inadequate for the 
purposes in view, memorialist subsequently 
received orders to raise new battalions, 
and having received a large number 
of field artillery from Chihli it was 
necessary also to get the necessary 
gunners and form them into batteries and 
battalions. AJl this was done and count- 
ing the brigade of Changpeishan (White 
hills range) Hunters in East Manchuria— 
a valuable and courageous body of sharp- 
shooters—who numbered nearly 4,000 men, 
memorialist was able to form an army corps 
consisting of forty-one battalions (about 
20,000 men). In time of war, with the 
exception perhaps of the principal officers, 
there must necessarily be constant changes 
in the personnel of the staff; some officers 
being sent on special service or drafted 
elsewhere; others being killed, wounded, or 
sick and unfit for service, and new ones 
being placed in their stead, etc. Hence it 
was impossible for memorialist to send to 
the Board of War the list of the officers civil 
and military, holding office under him in 
the new army corps. As peace has been 
declared and affairs become more settled 
memorialist is now able to send in &@ 
corrected list of all the officers holding 
posts in the thirty-nine battalions which 
he now commands—two battalions having 
been recently disbanded—and trusts that 
the proper Boards will record the same.— 
Rescript: Noted. Let the Boards also take 
note. 
30th July. 


No papers of interest. 


31st July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hsii Fu is appointed President 
(Chinese) of the Board of War tice Siin 
Yii-wén retired on account of sickness, and 
Hsii Ying-k‘uei, Vice-President (Director) 
of the Imperial Granaries at North T‘ung- 
chow, is appointed President of the 
Court of Censors, vice Hsii Fu. Liao 
Shou-heng, Junior Vice-President of the 
Board of Civil Appointments, is trans- 
ferred [really degraded.—Translator] to be 
Director or Vice-President of the Imperial 
Granaries vice Hsit Ying-k‘uei promoted, 
and Wang Ming-luan, Senior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Works, is trans- 
ferred to the Junior Vice-Presidency 0 
the Board of Civil Appointments vice Liao 
Shou-heng. Hsii Chin-ch‘eng, at present 
Minister to the Courts of Berlin, Vienna, 
and St, Petersburg, is promoted to be 
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Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
orks vice Wang Ming-luan. But during 
1 absence of Hsii Chin-ch‘eng in Europe, 
i Tuan-fén, JuniorVice-President of the 

Same Board, is to act for the absentee for 
€ time being. 


lst August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


Hsii T‘ung, Assistant Grand Secretary, 
and his colleagues have presented their re- 
Port upon the result of their investigations 
into the charges of receiving bribes made 
Against the cashiered Censor, Chung Té- 

Siang. The memorialists state that the 
Charges have been proved and according 
to law the prisoner must be sentenced to 

anishment at the post roads. As the said 
tashiered Censor should have been especial 
ly careful to keep his hands clean, occupy- 
ig such a responsible position as one of 
Cur advisers, his receiving of bribes becomes 
all the more a greater crime for he has 
disgraced his high office. Chung Té-hsiang 

herefore deserves the sentence of banish- 
Ment decreed against him by his judges 
and the sentence is by this edict confirmed. 


WEATHER CASUALTIES IN SHENSI. 


Chang Ju-mei, Provincial Treasurer and 
acting Governor of Sheusi, reports :— 
Memorialist has already sent to the Throne 
& report concerning the disastrous rains of 
last May causing some destruction to the 


Crops. He has now received further 
Teports from the prefects of Hsian, Yenan, 
Hanchung, Féngheiang, Yiilin and from 
the sub-prefects of T‘ungchou, Shangchou, 
inchou, Ch‘ienchou, Luchou and Suité 
announcing that on the 24th of May to the 
Sth of June and from the 15th to the 22nd 
Of the same month, rain visited the above 
Named prefectures, sub-prefectures and 
districts giving two, three and four inches 
according to duration of the showers 
©n those days. As the province in general 
had experienced seasonable showers at the 
eginning of the.summer the rural districts 
Were enabled to gather in their harvests 
of wheat, peas, corn and rice in great 
abundance and plenty so that there was 
Rought but rejoicing amongat the people 
in general. There have, however, been 
certain exceptions in the province accord- 
ing to certain reports from the following 
Gistricts:—On the 7th of May Ch‘eng- 
ch‘enghsien and Loch‘uanhsien were 
Visited by a hailstorm. In the latter 


district the village of Ch‘iachsi and 
twenty-nine others in its vicinity suf- 
fered so severely from the hail that all | 


the crops were completely destroyed, 
the smallest sufferers managing to save 
only one-fifth, while on the south-eastern 
portion of the same district ten villages 
lost about a half of their crops by 
the same storm. On the 5th of June a 
hailstorm swept over the village of Ku- 
tuitze, and seven others belonging to the 
sub-prefecture of Luchou also lost a con- 
siderable portion of their crops, while in 
the district of Huaying belonging to the 
same sub-prefecture hail destroyed on the 
12th of June above two-fifths of the crops 
there. On the same night, according to 
a report of the chehsien of Lingtunghsien, 
‘*a dragon visited the Lingho stream near 
the village of Chouchiakou forming a water- 
spout over 40 feet high and carrying a 
volume of water over 300 feet in width. Six 
families of squatters in the vicinity lost 
seventeen members being in the track of the 
water-spout (dragon) but other villages suf- 
fered very slightly, no water or traces being 
left as soon as the water spout had passed 
over these places. Again according to the 
report of the chehsien of Tzeyanghsien, 
that district was visited on the I7th of 
June by a heavy rain storm which lasted 
day and night without ceasing until the 
21st of the month causing the Jénho hills 
to send down a freshet some fifty feet 
in depth which swept away the farmhold- 
ing of over 120 families in the vicinity. 
Another inundation occurred at Patsiao- 
k‘ou submerging over sixty farms, but 
fortunately the catastrophe happened in 
broad daylight otherwise the casualties 
would have been infinitely greater, andonly 
a few lives were lost. At the same time 
at the village of Maopakuan the disaster 
was greater, large numbers of houses being 
carried away by the flood. As soon 
as memorialist received the above reports 
he sent instructions to the Taotais and 
prefects having jurisdiction over the auffer- 
ing districts to find out what government 
aid, if any, was wanted and report to him at 
once, in order that proclamations might 
be issued to quiet the minds of the people 
and proper steps be taken to lighten their 
burdens. The market prices for cereals in 
Sian, the provincial capital, are at present 
Tls. 1.74 for 166 catties or one shih of 
Tice and for hsiao mi or millet, Ts. 1.05 
per shih, showing that the price for rice is 
the same as for last month while the quo- 
tation for millet is about two cents cheaper 
per shit than during the preceding month. 
Memorialist will send in another report 
explaining what steps have been taken to 
relieve the sufferings noted above.—Re- 
script: Noted. 
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2nd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(2) Yuan Shih-k’ai, Taotai of the Wén- 
ch'u Intendancy (Wénchow Taotai) of 
Chékiang, is commanded to present himself 
at the Grand Council Chamber for an 
Imperial Audience this morning. 

FAMINE IN JEHO. 

Ch‘ung Li, Military Governor, Shih 
Kang, Deputy Military Governor, and 
Ying Ling, Manchu Brigade-General of 
Jeho, conjointly pray that they may be 
allowed ‘to take out from the Imperial 
Granary at Jeho sufficient rice and millet 
to relieve the distress amongst the seden- 
tary Tartar militia and the ever-in- 
creasing number of starving immigrants 
from Chihli and Shantung who keep 
streaming into the territory without 
ceasing, owing to the floods and distress 
in those provinces. 

Owing to the bad years of recent times 
Jeho has not yet recovered its prosperity 
although the present year, in spite of the 
war at its doors, has brought a middling 
harvest. While a number of the stronger 
immigrants cross the Chibli borders into 
Jeho and proceed into the interior, the 
weaker, for want of strength, are com- 
pelled to stop within the walls of the 
city, while the distressed and hungry-look- 
ing countenances of these people already 
pinched and starving from previous suffer- 
ings in their own provinces make the 
hearts of the memorialists bleed to see 
them wandering aimlessly about begging 
for a little to sustain life. The first step 
taken by the memorialists was therefore 
to exhort the well-to-do citizens of Jeho 
to come forward with contributions and 
donations for a number of gruel houses 
to distribute daily food to the hungry 
immigrants. This memorialists succeeded 
in dving and managed to supply over 
2,000 destitute women and children daily. 
But these contributions are not sufficient— 
@ mere cup of water to extinguish a con- 
flagration—and unless the government come 
forward to the rescue memorialists fear 
that, rendered desperate by famine and 
want, the tens of thousands of immigrants 
may be made the willing tools of dis- 
contented secret society men. In former 
famines the distress was only confined to 
natives of the soil. In the present case, 
however, the immigrants have to be fed 
and they are already formidable by reason 
of their great numbers. Again the Tartar 


militiamen’s government allowances of rice 
are barely sufficient to feed their families 
unless their fields bring forth good 
harvests ; but the past years have yielded 
nothing while the present is a middling 
one. Hence they also are on the verge of 
starvation and steps must be taken at once 
to relieve these people. As the Impcrial 
Parks and the Summer Palace estate re- 
quire to be properly drained,—the dykes, 
etc., being in absolute ruin for want of 
proper care during the past thirty years or 0 
—memorialists propose that the militiamen 
be utilised to do this work and that rice 
from the granaries be given them to 
reward them for their labours. In this 
way they will have enough to feed their 
families without being like beggars and the 
government will have been able to utilise 
their labour at small cost.—Rescript: Let 
it be done as requested and let the proper 
Board take note thereon. 


3rd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Appointing a number of first-class Licen- 
tiates to the post of Director of Studies ip 
the provincial districts. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty the Emperor proposes to 
go to Eho Park to-morrow, after the trans- 
action of State affairs, to pay his periodical 
respects to H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager- 

No papers of interest. 

4th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(I) Wu Ta-chéng, Governor of Hunan, 
presents us with a panegyric on the philan- 
thropy and virtuous example to his fellow- 
townsmen of Liu Chin-t‘ang, late Governor 
of Turkestan (the late Marquis Tso’s lieu- 
tenant and the real conqueror of Kash- 
garia.— Translator], When the melancholy 
news of the said Governor’s death at his 
home in the month of August last year 
reached us, we, in our appreciation of the 
past eminently loyal services of Liu Chin- 
t‘ang, at once commanded extraordinary 
government grants to be given to his 
family, ordered special memorial temples 
to be built in the provinces where he had 
served, and gave him a posthumous title to 
be transmitted to posterity, while his 
military exploits were also to be care- 
fully recorded in the history of the 
empire. All these were acknowledg- 
ments of his public career. But 
Wu Ta-chéng has now also brought into 
prominence the merits of the dead officer 
in his private capacity of a retired official 
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among his own fellow-townsmen. It ap- 
Pears that his native city of Hsiangsiang, 
nan, was greatly benefited while Liu 
Chin-t‘ang lived ‘there, the literary 
College and charitable institutions having 
een re-enduwed by him, thereby en- 
Couraging his youthful fellow-townsmen 
© greater literary efforts and granting 
additional facilities to the latter institutions 
or dispensing charity and aid tu the poor 
of Hsiangsianghsien. Such large hearted- 
hess deserves additional Imperial notice 
and we therefore grant Wu Ta-chéng’s 
Tequest that special memorial temples be 
uilt, one in Ch‘angsha, the provincial 
Capital, aud one in Hsiangsianghsien, the 
Rative city of the deceased Governor. The 
Scal authorities of these towns are also 
Cominanded to offer sacrifices there every 
Spring and autumn. 
(2) With reference to the request of Lu 
‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, that 
Certain officials be sent him to assist in 
Teorganising the administration of that 
Province, let the Board of Rites imme- 
lately instruct Ts‘ao Hui, deputy under- 
Secretary of the said Board, to yo at once 
to Szechuan and place himself under the 
Orders of the said Viceroy. As for the 
Other three officers wanted by LuCh‘uan-lin, 
Viz :—Chii Chieh-ch‘ang, ex-Taotai of the 
‘ai-kuei-ch‘en-hsit Intendancy of Honan, 
Now retired and living in his native pro- 
Vince of Shantung; Hsia Yii-hsiu, ex- 
Tigadier-General of the Sung-fan Circuit 
Of Szechuan ; and Yeh Chan-kuei, expect- 
ant Brigadier-General of Kansu, let the 
Overnor of Shantung notify this request 
of Lu Ch‘uan-lin to the said Taotai, 
Chi Chieh-ch‘ang, and let the Board 
of War notify the same to the Bri- 
fadier-General, Hsia Yii-hsiu, and let 
them be ordered 'o proceed to Szechuan 
&t once. With reference to Brigadier- 
General Yeh Chan-k‘uei, as he is now on 
4Ctive aervice with the Shensi Contingent 
Sghting against the Mahommedan rebelo 
in Kansu, he is to remain at his present 
Post, but after the suppression vf the 
rebellion Yeh Chan-k‘uei is to proceed to 
zechuan and place himself under Lu 
h‘uan-lin’s orders. . 
Tien Ngo-lin is appointed Junior Direc- 
tor of the Imperial Stud Office. 


bth August. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 
His Majesty granted a farewell audience 
© Yii Kéng, Chinese Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary to Japan, this morning in the Grand 
Ouncil Chamber. 
No papers of interest. 


6th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) K‘uan Kang is appointed Manchu. 
President of the Board of Rites and 
Assistant Grand Secretary, vice Lin Shu, 
promoted to be Grand Secretary. 

(2) Wéng T‘ung-ho, Chinese President 
of the Board of Revenue, and Li Hung- 
tsao, Chinese President of the Board of 
Rites, are both appointed in addition to 
their proper duties, members of t'e Grand. 
Council and the Tsungli Yamé. (Foreign 
Ottice). 

(3) Ts‘ien Ying-p‘u, Senior Chinese Vice- 
President of the Board of Rites, is also. 
appointed a member of the Grand Council. 

(4) Hsii Yung-yi, Senior Chinese Vice- 
President of the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments, is ordered to retire from his post 
of neinber of the Grand Council and of 
the Tsungli Yaméu. 

(5) Lin Shu is appointed Grand Secre- 
tary and Comptroller-General of the affairs. 
of the Board of Works, vice Fu K‘un 
resigned, 


THE RETIREMENT OF LIU PING-CHANG. 

Liu Ping-chang, retiring Viceroy of 
Szechuan, reports the date of his handing 
over his seals of office to his successor Lu 
Ch‘uan-lin, promoted from the Governor- 
ship of Shensi. Owing to old age and decay 
memorialist knows well his unfitness for 
the serious responsibilities of his import- 
ant post and further when more serious. 
ailments added to his general feebleness 
of health made him entirely unfit and 
unable to pay personal attention to his. 
duties he at once addressed the Throne: 
to be allowed to retire on account of 
ill health. In November, 1894, he re- 
ceived the Imperial edict to retire 
from office and gave thanks for the per- 
Mission to retire into private life asking: 
also to be allowed to hand over the 
seals to the Provincial Treasurer as acting 
Viceroy until the arrival of a successor, 
His Majesty, however, ordered memorialist 
to wait until the new Viceroy T'an Chung- 
lin arrived at Chéngtu. T‘an Chung-lin, 
however, was transferred to Canton and Lu 
Ch‘uan-lin ordered to succeed memorialist, 
Upon arrival, therefore, of this officer 
memorialist, having settled all his affairs, at 
once handed the seals of office to his 
successor on the 6th of July, and owing to- 
his maladies still affecting him took measures 
after the above functions to start imme- 
diately for his home in Anhui. Memorial- 
ist deeply affected by His Majesty’s un: 
surpassed graciousness vows to prostrate 
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himself at the Palace gates for reinstate- 
ment in office as soon as he shall have been 
able to cure his present maladies com- 
pletely, in order to show his deep appre- 
‘ciation and gratitude for the. Imperial 
bounty.—Rescript: Noted. 


7th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘ien Yiug-p‘u is appointed Presi- 
‘dent of the Military Archives Office. 

(2) Appointing a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminstra- 
tions to serve as expectant. / 

(3) Wén Tso is appointed Second Class 
Secretary of the Board of Rites in charge 
of the ceremonial worship at the Hsiao 
Lin mausoleum ; Ch‘en Ch‘ing is appoint- 
ed Second Class Secretary in the Board of 
Works at Moukden; and Ping Chin is 
appointed to a similar office in the Board 
of Punishments of the same city. 


(4) With reference to the etiquette of 
precedence as regards the Grand Secretaries 
Chang Chih-wan and Lin Shu, we have 
‘decided that Chang Chih-wan shall take 
precedence of Lin Shu in ull Court cere- 
monials, 


THE FORTS ON THE KUANGTUNG COAST, 


T'an Chung-ling, Viceroy of the Two 
Kuang provinces, states that previous to 
the year 1892 the accounts for money 
expended for repairing sea-coast forts of 
Kuangtung province and other expenses 
relating to this department have been 
regularly presented by preceding Viceroys 
of the Two Kuang, and following the 
above precedent, memorialist now begs to 
present a detailed account for 1893 of 
money expended for the same purpose 
viz., Tepairing forts, gun casemates, build- 
ing extra magazines and barracks for the 
artillerists, etc. As these forts belong to 
the maritime defences of the province 
where they are often visited by high gales 
and typhoons, repairs are always needed 
and work at the forts in this connection 
must always be promptly made. Hence 
the items are larger than in other pro- 
vinces, and according to the report of 
Ch‘eng Yiin, Provincial Treasurer of 
Kuangtung and President of the Board 
of Reorganisation, the total amount drawn 
from the Treasury of the province for 
the above work for 1893 is over Tls. 
82,000. Memorialist having gone care- 
fully over the details of the above account 
finds them correct and desires now to 
certify that they are 50, as does the Gover- 


nor Ma Pei-yao who conjointly presents . 


this memorial to the Throne.— Kescript : 
The Boards concerned are to take note 
thereon. 


8th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) As Ngai Lung is now compelled to 
retire into mourning on account of the 
death of his mother, Séh Ling-a is appoint 
ed to act as Brigade-General of the Bord- 
ered Blue Mongol Banner in Ngai Lung 
stead. : 

(2) Lu Hsiang-yueh is appointed Taotat 
of the K‘ai-kuei-ch‘eng-hsii _Intendancy ° 
Honan. 


KUANGTUNG CONTRIBUTION TO THE GRAND 
CANAL WORKS. 


T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Tw9 
Kuang, states in a postcript memoria 
that in accordance with the rule for the 
province of Kuangtung to contribute aD 
annual sum of Tis. 10,000 for the main- 
tenance and conservation of the Grand 
Canal, Ying Ch‘i, Salt Commissioner of 
the Two Kuang, now reports that he ha§ 
eollected the above amount from the pre’ 
vincial salt tax and is now ready to remit 
the same to the yamén of the Director” 
General (so-called ‘“‘Viceroy."—Translator) 
of the Grand Canal at Ts‘ingkiangp’Ur 
Kiangsu, as the Kuangtung contributio? 
for 1895. For convenience sake the money 
has been remitted through commercié 
agencies, viz: the Jéh Shéng-ch‘ang ant 
the Hsieh Ch‘eng-ch‘ing Banks of Shens!- 
His Majesty is requested to command the 
Boards of Revenue and of Works to take 
note of the same.—Reseript : Let the sa 
Boards take note. 


THE TARTAR-GENERALSHIP OF CANTON. 


The same high official announces thé 
receipt on the 8th of July last of a telegra® 
from the Tsungli Yamén stating that hi9 
Majesty had issued a decree appointing 
Pao Nien, Brigade-general of Chinkiang» 
Kiangsu, to be Tartar-General of Canto® 
(Kuangchow) in place of Chi Ko who had 
died the month hefore; but that as Pa? 
Nien had first to go up to Peking for a? 
audience before proceeding to his new posts 
memorialist was to act as ‘Taitar-Geners 
vro tem. until Pao Nien arrived at Canton. 
In consequence of these instructions Hsing 
Ch‘iin, Manchu Brigade-General vf Cantons 
brought over the seals, etc. of the abov® 
office on the 11th of that month and handed 
the same to the memorialist. For this extr# 
and special mark of the Imperial favoul 
memorialist will do his best to deserve thé 
same, although he doubts his ability t? 
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‘transact the duties of that high and re- 
8ponsible office in a manner worthy of 

is Majesty’s Sacred Bounty, etc.—Re- 
script: Noted. 

9th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) P‘ang Hung-shu is appolnted Assist- 
ant Censor of the Metropolitan Circuit. 

(2) Chang Chialu is appointed Super- 
Vising Censor and Keeper of the Seals of 
the Board of Rites. 
THE ANTI-MISSIONARY RIOTS IN SZECHUAN 

AND THE MASSACHE AT KUCH’ENG, 
FUKIEN. 


(8) Ever since the opening of this country 
0-international commerce with the various 
ations of the West, foreigners have been 
Permitted to reside within the inland towns 
and have lived in harmony with the nations, 
Whilst the grace of the Throne has been 
extended to both without distinction. In 
this connection we have repeatedly com- 
Manded the high provincial authorities to 
Constantly grant extra protection to the 
Oreigners. Instead of this, riots have 
frequently occurred of late in Szechuan 
and other provinces, and missionary chapels 
ave been burnt and torn down, while at 
the same time the flames of riot and dis- 
Order spread over and enveloped several 
Sub-prefectures and districts in the general 
destruction. Now we again learn from 
Teports recelved from fFoochow that 
esperadoes in Kutien, also named 

uch‘éng, have murdered a large num- 
er of foreigners even going so far as 
to massacre women and children! The 
ferocity and cruelty betrayed by these 
acts has made us exceedingly distressed 
and indignant. As for the riots in Sze- 
thuan some of the guilty ones have 
already been captured, tried, and punished ; 
but the ringleaders and important criminals 
connected with the Fukien massacre are 
Btill at large and have not yet been 
arrested. We now command the Tartar 
General of Foochow, Ch'ing Yi, and Pien 
Pao-ch‘uan, the Viceroy of Min Ché, to 
direct their military and civil subordinates 
to hasten with all speed to make the 
instant, arrest of the criminals nor shall 
they be allowed to permit anyone to 
escape the meshes of the law. In the 
Meantime, we are convinced that the fact of 
such ruftians having been allowed to exist 
at large and spread false rumours 80 a8 to 
excite the masses has been entirely due 
to the negligence of the local authorities 
and their failure to nip such matters in 
the bud. How should these officers be ex- 
Cused for exercising such carelessness, there- 


by causing such serious crimes to he brought 
about? We now command the Tartar 
Generals, Viceroys and Governors of all 
the provinces wherever there may be 
missionary chapels to give stringent orders 
to all of their subordinates that they 
must use their best efforts to give real 
and adequate protection to the said cha- 
pels, and they are also to issue pro- 
clamations to the masses exhorting them 
not to listen to false rumours thereby need- 
lessly creating suspicion in their breasts, 
and that should anyone dare to use this as 
an excuse to get up disturbances the guilty 
ones shall without distinction be punished 
most severely according to their deserts. 
Furthermore we warn such of the local 
authorities as shall try to craftily avoid 
their responsibilities, that they will be most 
severely punished, and that no mercy will 
be exercised in their cases. Let our com- 
mands be promulgated for the know- 
ledge of all concerned. 

(4) Censor Wang P‘éng-yiin denounces 
the custom of the Board Ministers being 
influenced by private reasons and recom- 
mending the retention in their depart- 
ments of members of secretarial rank 
when by rights the latter should have been 
made expectant Censors after undergoing 
the regular examinations for such, so as to 
give others the opportunity of getting into 
the Boards. There have been cases also of 
secretaries of Boards after being examined 
and recorded as eligible for tle Censor- 
ship returning to their former Board posts 
at the recommendation of their Pre- 
sidents, thereby blocking the way of the ex- 
pectant secretaries for an indefinite period, 
This should not be permitted, except in 
the cases of secretaries in the Grand 
Council and the Tsungli Yamén, whose 
special training for such posts makes them 
indispensable to these departments. As 
for secretaries of the Six Boards there is 
no special training and they therefore stand 
ona different ground. In the future there- 
fore Presidents of Boards are commanded 
to refrain from asking permission to retain 
passed secretaries made expectant Censors 
unless they can show good grounds for 
their recommendation. In this way it is 
to be hoped that the large number of ex- 
pectant Board secretaries will be able to 
get substantial appointments in regular 
rotation and will not have co wait until a 
chance appointment comes into view. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty the Emperor will proceed 
to-morrow morning, after the transaction 
of state affairs, to the South Lake 
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Palace in order to present his periodical 
respects to H.I.M. the Empress Dowager. 


10th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Ministers of the Grand Council 
received this morning His Majesty’s verbal 
edict to the effect that the 18th instant 
(28th day of the 6th moon) being the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of his Majesty’s 
birthday there will be no State business 
transacted on the 15th, 16th, and 18th of 
the month in honour of this illustrious 
and happy occasion. 

COMPARATIVE TABLES OF THE LAND 
REVENUE OF HUPEH. 

Tan Chi-hsiin, acting Viceroy of the Hu- 
kuang provinces and Governor of Hupeh, 
reports that in accordance with the rule 
to send comparative tables of the land 
taxes of the past three years upon comple- 
tion of a fiscal year, memorialist now begs 
to sendup a review of the accounts of the 


land tax of Hupeh province that should . 


have been received for the year 1894 and 
the accounts that have actually been re- 
ceived with a comparative table of the 
years 1891, 1892, 1893, that have im- 
mediately preceded the year under review, 

The tables have heen made up by Lung 
Hsi-ch’ing, acting Provincial Treasurer of 
Hupeh, but memorialist has also personally 
gone over the accounts in detail and has 
found the totals correct. According to the 
actual agricultural map of the province of 
Hupeh the total anount of annual taxes 
receivable from land under cultivation in 
times of perfect prosperity should be Tls. 
1,106,698.91 odd, but owing to certain 
portions being rendered unfit for cultiva- 
tion through perennial inundations, choked 
by sand or baving had canals dug through 
them, the sum of Tis. 15,167.27 odd 
should be deducted from the above total 
having been sanctioned by previous edicts. 
Again owing either to drought or floods 
in certain parts of certain sub-prefecture 
district and prefectural, cities taxes to 
the amount of Tis. 183,648.79 odd, have 
been permitted to be deferred collection 
until next year (1895). The total amount 
due at the end of 1894 should have 
been Tls. 907,882.85, but of this amount 
only Tls. 831,357.83, were actually col- 
lectéd leaving a balance for 1894 of 
Tis. 76,525.01 still due and uncollect- 
ed. Comparing these amounts with 
those for 1891, it is shown that the land 
tax assessable in 1894 exceeds that for 
1891 by Tls. 3,111.67 odd; but the actual 
collection is less than 1891 by Tls. 62.98. As 


regards cumparison with 1892, the amount 
assessable is less than that year by Tis. 
4,386.28 odd, and the amount collected 
also less by Tls. 15,111.36 odd. Com- 
paring 1893, the amount assessable in 1894 
was less by Tis. 17,419.48 and actual col- 
lection less by Tis. 33,789.42 odd. With 
reference to the large sum left uncollected 
at the end of 1894, orders have been sent 
to the magistrates owing these taxes to 
make haste to pay up their arrears. 
detailed list of accounts and comparative 
tables are enclosed with this memorial. — 
Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue take 
note. 


11th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hsi Chiu is transferred to the Pre- 
sidency of the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments ; Chin Sing is appointed President 
of the Board of Revenue, and Yung Lu, 
Commander of the Peking Gendamerie, is 
promoted President of the Board of War. 


(2) The other day the Supervising Cen- 
sor Ch‘u Ch‘eng-po mennorialised us on the 
subject of getting the merchant an: trading 
classes of the country to buy over from the 
government the naval dockyards and ship- 
building yards and the government fac- 
tories and foundries, in order not only to 
encourage invention and a knowledge of 
these branches of modern sciences amongst 
the people but also to economise govern- 
Ment expenditures. We accordingly or- 
dered the Board of Revenue to deliberate 
over the said Censor’s memorial and report 
to us the result of their conclusions on the 
subject. The following is the substance 
of the report of the said Board :—There 
are in the country not less than eight or 
nine factories, foundries, machine shops 
and the like and the abnormal expenses 
incurred to run these establishments each 
year are simply enormous. Furthermore 
it has been proved from actual experience 
that when the country is plunged into 
war the government, as usual, is compelled 
to buy arms and ammunition from foreign 
countries. From this it is clear that in 
ordinary times these establishments are 
neither energetic enough nor are the arms, 
etc., turned out by them of finished or 
proper make. The Foochow shipbuild- 
ing yard consumes annually Tls. 600,000 
in wages, etc., alone, and yet it has never 
been able to turn out armourclad ships, 
and as to the small arms factory and 
big guns foundry and the steel smelting 
works in Wuchang, although they have 
been running several years and have 
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Consumed immense sums of money dur- 
Ing that time, their results in a favour- 
@ point of view have not yet been 
Shown, The said Censor’s memorial also 
Temarks that ‘‘if the government would 
Change their former attitude and follow 
® example of foreign countries and allow 
the mercantile classes to run their ship- 
Yards, factories, etc., the benefits accruing 
erefrom to the country would be large 
While the evil would be small.” The Board 
Tecognises the pertinence of the above 
Temarks and acknowledges that establish- 
Ments like the above are most important 
Or strengthening the resources of the 
Country, As the government factories, 
Yards, etc., cost so much yearly through 
€xtravagance aud wrong application of the 
§overnment allowances without giving any 
4vourable results to the country, the said 
card considers it to be of paramount im- 
Portance to change the present state of 
affairs as quickly as possible and encourage 
he mercantile classes to take over the 
Overnment estab'ishments. In this way 
vere will be no useless expenditure and 
® running of these establishments will 
Not be in name only, etc. With reference 
to the above memorial and the report 
Quoted, as there are large numbers of 
Chinese living and trading in the islands 
of the Southern Ocean [the Straits Settle- 
Ments, the MJayan Archipelago, Sumatra, 
ava, andthe Philippine islandsare meant by 
is expression, —Transluto: ],andin Austra- 
‘asia and the Pacific States of America, who 
are very wealthy, it is considered that if 
Sovernment agents be sent there to canvas 
amongst these wealthy people and exhort 
them to form syndicates amongst them- 
elves or take up shares with home syndi- 
Cates for the taking over of the govern- 
Ment factories, etc., there is no doubt but 
that large numbers of them will gladly 
Join in the new era to be inaugurated, and 
We, therefore, issue our commands to 
ten Pao-ch‘uan, Viceroy of Min-Cha, 
‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Two 
uangs, and Ma P‘ei-yao, Governor of 
uangtung, to despatch with all speed 
able officers to visit all the places noted 
above and proclaim to all our subjecis 
abroad the Imperial Will and exhort them 
to head the new movement and act as 
the Directors of these establishments, 
e principal men of the places visited are 

to be exhorted to form syndicates and use 
their influence in getting others of our 
People to invest in shares, etc. Further- 
More, if these syndicates care to farm the 
&0vernment establishments, or buy them, 
or desire to build entirely new establish- 
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ments on their own account, they shall be- 
allowed to do as they please, and every- 
thing is to be done after the manner of 
foreign countries, where the mercantile and 
trading classes are permitted to do as they 
please. The syndicates are to be the 
Directors and the officials are to be their 
protectors only. Should it happen that in 
some cases the syndicates find money scarce 
torun their establishments adequately, they 
shall be allowed to borrow from govern-. 
ment to make gond the deficiency. Finally, 
with reference to the regulations of this 
new réyime, as to the best way of doing 
things so that former misappropriations. 
and mistakes shall be in the future avoided,. 
let the Viceroys and Governor named in 
this decree use their best efforts to settle- 
them and report to us. 


12th Auzust. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Ministers of the Grand Councib 
were this morning verbally instructed by 
his Majesty that on the 14th instant upon 
H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager’s return 
from the Lake Palaces to the Forbidden 
City, all Ministers and officers of ¢the 
Court, and those ofticials who had §to 
attend the Palace on that morning for .the 
presentation of memorials are to come in 
full Court dress.in honour of the occasion. 
Let everyone reverentially obey this. 
decree ! 


(H.1.M. the Empress-Dowager returned. 
to the capital to celebrate the Emperor’s 
birthday anniversary on the 18th.—Z'rans- 
lator.] 


SENDING BACK OFFICERS APPOINTED BY THE. 
. 
THRONE, 


E k‘o-t‘ang-a, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Heilungchiang-Kirin combined army 
eerps stationed in Féngtien, reports that 
of the three Pekiny officers appointed by 
the Throne, last year, for service in his. 
army then fighting against the enemy, 
Ts‘un Shun, an officer wearing tho second 
rank button and peacock feather, and 
expectant Taotai recorded in the Grand 
Council for special service, was sent in the 
spring of this year to Kirin to superintend 
the making of a number of 1'ai-tstiang 
(two-men jingals) at the Kirin arsenal.. 
This officer has recently reported the com- 
pletion of these firearms, but that he de- 
sired to resign in order to return to his 
Banner Reservation to wait upon his aged 
parents in their last days, As this ig 
allowable by law memorialiat requests the 
Throne’s permission to grant the said 
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Taotai his leave. The other two offi- 
cers aforementioned, namely, En Hui, 
second class assistant secretary, and 


K‘uei Hsien, second class secretary of 
the Mongolian Superintendeucy, are still 
-on memorialist’s staff, but as the Throne 
thas just uow ordered the disbandment of 
‘some of the battalions in memorialist’s 
army corps, these two oflicers will be left 
without substantive posts. Both of them 
have shown ability in the discharge of 
their duties while with memorialist, and in 
order that they might not lose their 
‘seniority by a term of idleness, memorialist 
tow sends them back to their original 
posts in the Mongolian Superintendency 
at Peking and requests that his Majesty 
will order the yaméw in question to take 
note of the same.—Rescript: Granted. 


13th August. 
RETITIONING THE EMPEROR IN PERSON. 


The whole of this day’s Gazette is oc- 
cupied with the answer of Chang Chih- 
tung, acting Vicerey of the Liangkiang, 
with reference to the case of a man who 
appealed to the Emperor in person when 
the latter was on a progress from the 
Palace to Eho Park in 1893. The law 
in the case of a man interrupting the 
progress of the Imperial cortége to appeal 
to the Emperor, is banishment to the 
anilitary post-roads if it should seem 
from an investigation by the Board of 
Punishments that the appellant was primd 
Jacie in the wrong and had no right to 
appeal, as in the case in question which had 
been finally adjudicated by the Court of 
Censors on appeal froin Kiingsu by appel- 
Jant’s father many years ayo. Hence the 
present appellant was guilty of uselessly 
interrupting the Imperial progress and 
should have been forthwith sent to the 
military post-roads in Mongolia to serve 
his sentence as a convict. In order, how- 
ever, to make sure of justice the Board uf 
Punishments lad sent the appellant to 
Nanking for a re-hearing by the Viceroy. 
The case was proved and the man sliould 
have been sent at once into banishment 
but instead of this, the then Viceroy, 
Liu K'un-yi, acting on the recommenda- 
tion of the Taotai of MHsiichou who 
had charge of the case, delayed execut- 
ing the sentence, reporting to the Throne 
that the said appellant was net solely 
responsible for his act, as he had been 
advised t+ appeal to the Emperor in person 
by another person who, however, had 
absconded in order to escape atrest. The 
said Viceroy’s intention was first to cap- 
ture the runaway and see whether or 


not it was he who had influenced the 
appellant to go to Peking, and theo 
send the latter to the post-roads, as he 
deserved this sentence accurding to law, 
in spite of the mitigating point noted 
above, The Board of Punishments, how- 
ever, refuse to permit this and deman 
that the man be sent into banishm~nt at 
once, denouncing also Liu K‘un-yi for lazi- 
ness and being too much under the in- 
fluence of his subordinate the Hsiichov 
Taotai. In the meantime Liu K‘un-yi had 
left. his Viceroyalty for Shanhaikuan and 
Chang Chih-tung now takes up the 
cudgels on the appellant’s behalf, stat- 
ing that according to the Act of Cle- 
mency of the Empress-Downger issue 
in August, 1894, on the occasion of the 
sixtieth anniversary of her birthday last 
year, remitting or pardoning all offenders 
awaiting punishment for crimes done pre- 
vious to February, 1894, excep:ing parri- 
cides, matricides, husband killers, mur 
derers of seniors, and robbers with arms in 
hand the said appellant, who was wait- 
ing to be sent into banishment, came under 
this act and this crime for which he was to 
be banished did not come under the un- 
pardonable category—Rescript: leferred 
ayain to the Boar of F wnishments. 


14th August. 
IMPERIAL COURT CIRCULAR. 


To-day being the commencement of the 
fetes ordered in honour of his Majesty's 
birthday anniversary on the 18th instant, 
the Imperial Court and the Princes an 
high Ministers in the various Boards, etc.y 
are to assemble at 10 o’clock a.m. within 
the Palace grounds to watch the theatricals 
that are to be performed before his Ma- 
jesty, the Empress-Dowager, and Empress- 
There will be no transaction of State affaird 
to-day. 


THE SALT REVENUE OF THE HUKUANG 
PROVINCES, 


T‘an Chi-hsun, Governor uf Hupeh and 
acting Viceroy of the Hukuang provinces, 
sends the following report on the revenue 
collected in 1894 from the salt monopolists 
of the Huai Circuit uf Kiangsu. In 1864, 
when the late Marquis ‘l'séng Ku»-fan was 
Viceroy at Nanking, he got the permission 
of the Throne to allow the salt merchauté 
of tsuaian and Yangchow in Kiangsu to 
import salt into the Hukusng provinces 
which previous to this was imported 
by the provincial governments concerned. 
The original likin settld at the time 
on every five piculs of salt imported 
into Hupeh vid Hankow was four tael4 
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twenty cents. This amount was gradually 
Teduced in late years until the likin 
‘Collected in 1894 on every five piculs of 
‘Salt was one tael eight cents. The original 
likin leviable on every five piculs of salt 
Imported into Hunan province was TIs. 
-16, but later on it was reduced by three 
Mace and in 1894 only eighty-five cents was 
Collected on every five pculs of sal’. To 
Collect this likin two Central Bureaux were 
®stablished by the Salt Iutendant of Hunan 
8ud Hupeh, wz ;in Hankow for Hupeh and 
™ Changsha for Hunan. The accounts of 
ese departments are sent to the B..ard of 
venue after the completion of each year, 
‘and in accordance with precedent me- 
Yorialist now submits the accounts of the 
Wo provinces for 1894, the year last com- 
bleted. That is to say, commencing from 
@ Ist day of the Ist moon and ending 
the 30th day of the 12th moon of last 
Year there was collected by the Hankow 
Bureau the sum of ‘Lls, 194,913.225, and 
y the Changsha Bureau Tis. 101,825.858 
or a total for the Hukuang provinces of 
Tis, 296,739.083. These moneys were de- 
lvered by the said Bureaux into the hands 
‘Of the Salt Intendant of the !wo provinces 
and in turn handed to the Provincial 
Treasurer and Commissioners of the Buards 
0f Reorganisation in Hunan and Hupeh 
Or the payment of the territorial troops 
%f the two provinces.—Kescript: Let the 
Ourd of Revenue tuke ucte. 


15th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ju Sung is appointed prefect of Ho- 
thienfu in Chihli. : 


THE KIANGNING TARTAR-GENERALSHIP. 


Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of the 
langkiang provinces and acting Tartar- 
eneral of Kiangning, reports that several 
Months ago upon the recall to Peking of 
@ng Sheng, the Kiangning Tartar-General, 
18 Majesty conferred upon memorialist 
the high honour of being made acting in- 
Cumbent of that post. In the latter part 
ot June memorislist was apprised by the 
rand Council that Féng Sheng had been 
Teinstated in hia post and had started for 
‘auking. The said otticer accordingly ar- 
Tved on the 7th of July at Kiangning and 
10 obedience to the Imperial commands, 
™Memorialist sent the Manchu Colonel, Wén 
ing, the same day with the seal of office 
of the Kiangning Tartar-Generalship and 
Sther matters relating to that post, with 
\ustructions to deliver them personally into 
€ hands of Féng Sheng. This was ac- 
Sordiugly done and memorialist now desires 


to report that his responsibilities in this 
counection ceased upon the day of Féng 
Sheng’s arrival at Kiangning.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty the Emperor will proceed 
to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock to the 
Ch‘ientsing Throne-hall to receive the 
birthday congratulatory obeisances of the 
Court, Princes, and Ministers, and at 10 
o’cluck will take the Court and Ministers to 
the Palace theatre to witness the play 
there. 

16th August. 


The whole of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with the memorial of Té Hsing, 
Governor of Kiangsi, reporting the result 
of his investigations into the conduct of 
the district magistrates of Yihuanghsien, 
Hsinshinghsien, Tuch‘anghsien, and ‘Té- 
huahsien, and the acting sub-prefect of 
Kiukiang, Sheng Fu-huai (brother of 
Sheng Taotai of Tientsin) who had been 
denounced by certain Censors at Peking, 
The memorial of Governor Té goes on to 
give in detail the charges made against 
these district magistrates, and the result 
of his investigations into them by con- 
fidential deputies, but reserves his report 
on the charges against the sub-prefect 
Sheng of Kiukiang for a later occasion, 
as this official had been denownced 
for having illegally—the Chinese text gives 
the word ‘‘robbed” or ‘stolen "—public 
ground and surreptitiously sold it. [R-fer- 
ring to the sale of the Lushan hill to 
Kiukiang missionaries whose right to 
possession has been contested by hostile 
notables and gentry.—Translutor.] The 
memorialist explains that the reason of his 
being unable to give a complete report 
on this case in the present memorial is 
because it is one between natives and 
foreigners and that the Christians are 
implicated in the matter. Hence time is 
required to sift the matter properly. But 
he has incidentally found out that ‘the 
accused sub-prefect had suffered himself to 
be blindly led by his yamé« usher,” whose 
influence had caused all this trouble, 
etc., The memorial in question numbers 
over 2,500 characters, a length rarely to 
be met with in the columns of the Gazette. 


17th August. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) K‘uei Chin, Governor-elect of 
Shensi and retiring Governor of Kiangsu, 
denounces the chehsien of Chengtsé and 
the lieutenant commanding the garrison 
there. He states that repeated robberies 


112 


have recently taken place at Chaochiayii 
in the district of Chengtsé culminating in 
a serious robbery there on the 27th of 
April last. Notwithstanding strict orders 
to the snid civil and military officers 
named and the usual limit of time given 
to investigate the matter and capture 
the robbers implicated these officers have 
succeeded, so far, neither in capturing 
a single robber nor recovering a single 
stolen article. This is obviously due to 
the lack of strict police regulations in 
the district and the inability of the officers 
concerned. We therefore command that 
Fei Hung-hsien, chehsien, and Chiang Tsé- 
ch‘'ing, lieutenant of Chengtséhsien be 
forthwith handed over to the Boards for 
a penalty preparatory to more severe 
punishment in the event of their in- 
ability to arrest any of the robbers within 
a further limit of time now given them. 

(2) Lin Shu is appointed Grand Secre- 
tary of the Wényuanko Throne-hall. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


On the occasion of the anniversary of the 
birthday of his Majesty the Emperor, 
which takes plave to-morrow, his Majesty 
the Emperor will proceed in person, to- 
morrow morning at 4 o'clock, to offer 
sacrifices at the temples of the Most High 
and the Shrine of Imperial Longevity. 


18th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ch‘en Chin-ao is transferred to the Bri- 
gadier-Generalship of the Weining Circuit 
of Kueichou, and Hsia Yi-hsiu is ordered 
to take the former’s pluce in Szechuan as 
Brigadier-General of the Sungfan Circuit. 


A DISHONEST PREFECT. 


Ma Pei-yao, Governor of Kuangtung, 
denounces in a posts¢ript memorial the 
dishonesty of Li Tso, prefect of Leichou, 
Kuangtung. Memorialist states that in 
obedience to the Imperial edict deposing 
Li Tso, prefect of Leichou, he sent a 
deputy t» that prefecture to take the 
place of the said official, but that just 
prior to the latter giving up his seals 
it was reported to memorialist that Li 
Tso had for a bribe selected the son 
of a wealthy family for the coveted dis- 
tinction of An-shou, or head of the new 
licentiates of the prefecture at the end of 
the yearly examinations held in Leichou 
for the literary degree of As‘ui‘sai. There 
were also other charges made against the 
retiring prefect, all of which tended to show 
that he was an inordinately avaricious man. 
Memorialist, therefore, secretly ordered the 
Taotai of Kiungchou (Hainan island) who is 
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the immediate superior of. the said prefec- 
ture, to investigate, and according to thesa! 
Taotai’s report the charge of selling the 
honour in question had been substantially 
proved. Such a vile official who lowers the 
honesty and prvbity of the name of official- 
dom must not be allowed to g» off unpunish- 
ed and he is recommended to be cashiered 
and dismissed the public service. Further- 
more, the expectant chehsiex Wang Shou- 
ming, who was sent successively to be acting 
magistrate of Hsinan and Hsinning, made 
a very bad name while in «ffice there, and 
many of the gentry and notables of the 
two districts have recently petitioned the 
memorialist against that person. Deputies 
sent by memorialists to investigate secret'y 
all report that the said Wang Shou-ming 
had been guilty of extorting and imposing 
upon the people of these towns, etc, AS 
such an official must not be allowed to do 
further harm he is also recommended to 
be cashiered and dismissed the public 
service.—Rescript: Let both the officers 
named be forthw th cashiered and let the 
Board of Civil Appointments take note. 


19th August. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty proceeds to-morrow morn- 
ing at 4 o'clock to sacrifice at the An- 
cestral Temple, after which his Majesty 
returns t» the Lake Palaces to transact 
State affairs and grant audiences to the 
high Ministers of the Court. 


THE FOOCHOW QUOTA TOWARDS THE 
EXPENSES OF THE IMPERIAL NAVY. 

Ch‘ing Yi, Tartar-General of Foochow 
and Superintendent of the Min Haikuan 
(Foochow Customs), reports that upon the 
establishment of the Admiralty at Peking 
and the constitution of the Imperial 
Navy, the contribution imposed upot 
the Foochow Customs for transmission t@ 
the Admiralty for the expenses of the 
navy was Tis. 240,000 annuilly, the 
money to be obtained from the revenue 
derived from likin and the opium duties. 
Of late, however, the revenues derivable 
from the above sources have amounted 
to only about from ‘Ils. 600,000 to 
Tle. 600,000. Deducting Tls. 96,000 year- 
ly for expenses of the Imperial Waritime 
Customs at Foochow and Amoy, this 
leaves only about Tls. 400,000 of which 
Tls. 240,000 have to go to the Ad- 
miralty, and upon the recent collapse 
of the last named institution have to be 
sent to the Board of Revenue for deposil 
for the construction of anew navy. This 
only leaves Tls. 160,000 more or leas for 
the numerous calls of the province and 
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Peking subsfdies, regulated by previous 
edicts, which is manifestly inadequate for 

® purposes in view. Memorialist would 
therefore pray that in the event of the 
Tevenue of succeeding years being as bad 
43 the last two years, the first named 
Subsidy of ‘I'ls. 240,000 shall be allowed to 
the deducted in proportion to the actual 
Teceipts. If, however, the reveuues resume 
their former amounts, prior to the bad 
Years, the regular amount will be sent to 
the Board of Revenue as usual.—Rescript : 
Let the Board conrerned take note, 

20th August. 


THE CIVIL AND MILITARY PAY LIST, ETC., 
OF KIANGSI. 

Té Hsing, Governor of Kiangsi, reports 
a deficit of the special land tax of the 
Province in 1894 provided for the dis- 

Ursemeits of the silaries of the civil and 
Military otticers of the province, the 
articles of sacrifice usual in the various 

onfucian temples in the province, subsidy 
to the Perquisites Fund at Peking, the 
Quota fur the payment of the salary of the 

irector-General of the Grand Canal and 
is ataff, and the expenses incurred for 
the annual literary and military exami- 
Rations and miscellaneous expenses con- 
Nerned therewith throughout the province. 

e civil and military pay list of Kiangst 
absorbs annually ‘Ts. 161,656.49 odd, 
While the other expenses above noted 
amount to a total of Tis. 37,853 85 o Id, 
that is to say, a total of Tls. 199.510,29 
Odd, was disbursed in 1894 for the above 
named expenses of Kiangsi province. On 
the other hand, however, the total collect- 
ed of this special land tax amounted in 
1894 to only T's. 155,075.98 odd, thereby 
Causing a deficit of Tls. 44,484.31 odd. 

8 special injunctions had been formerly 
Promulgated for the prompt payment of 
the above expenses, memorialist in con- 
Junction with the Provincial Treasurer 
Was compelled to provide for the deticit 
Y transferring amounts from other taxes, 
& detailed account of which will be sent 
With the memorial.—Kescript: Let the 
Board of Revenue take note. 

21st Auguat. 
No papers of interest. 
22nd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Té Hsing, Governor of Kiangsi, re- 
Commended the other day that Cheng Chi- 
ts‘un, district magistrate of Kanisien, 
eing unable to undertake the duties of 
that district owing to the complex nature 
°f the post, asked for the Imperial ap- 


proval that the said officer should be 
allowed to be transferred to the dis- 
trict magistracy of Kuangch‘anghsien, 
This was granted. But now the same 
Governor complains that the said magis- 
trate upon being ordered to vacate his 
first post and coming to the provincial 
capital, did, on a certain occasion surrep- 
titiously, and without first having obtained 
a proper leave of absence from bis supe- 
tiors, of his own responsibility leave the 
capital on private business which is con- 
trary to official etiquette and therefore 
punishable, We therefore command that 
the said magistrate be forthwith cashiered 
as a warning to others. 

(2) Ngéh-lé-ho-pu, Grand Secretary, me- 
morialises that his leave of absence having 
nearly expired his illness is still serious 
and he therefore fears that he will be 
unable to return to the conduct of his 
duties at Court, and prays that he be 
allowed to resign his post, ete. There is 
at present no necessity for the said Grand 
Secretary's resignation and we therefore 
grant him a further leave of two months. 

(3) The authorities in charge of the 
Imperial Granaries report that in obedience 
to our commands they investigated 
certain charges made against the othcers 
at the Féngyi granary, but find that nothing 
dishonest had been done by the said 
officers in distributing the rice rations of 
the Peking soldiery, etc. The said 
memorialist, however, make certain sugges- 
tions about the dates for the opening of 
the granaries for distributing grain to the 
Tartar officials at Peking, which we now 
command the Board of Revenue to con- 
sider and report hereafter to us. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Wéng Tung-ho, President of the Board 
of Revenue, Member of the Grand Coun- 
cil and the Tsungli Yamén, ete., rendered 
thanks to his Majesty this morning in the 
Grand Council Chamber, for his new ap- 
pointment as Director-in-Chief of the 
Luwrwéukwin or Peking University. 

No other news of interest. 


23rd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing fifty or sixty officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(2) The expectant Taotai of Hunan, 
Ch‘en Yiin-yi, who was introduced to the 
Grand Council Ministers this morning is 
commanded to be brought to us for an 
audience later in the day. 


114 


(Aus. 23-24, 


(3) Kuan T‘ing-hsuan, is appointed Police 
Censor of the Middle City. 

(4) The Censor Chin Yu denounced the 
other day Wang Chih-kan, district magis- 
trate of P‘ingyuauhsien, Shantung, for 
being a man of low habits, extortionate, 
cruel, and avaricious, etc., and we accor- 
dingly commanded Li Ping-heng, the 
Governor, to make a strict and impartial 
investigation into these charges. The said 
Governor’s report is now before us in which 
he says that after a careful enquiry he 
finds that the charges against Wang Chih- 
kan, Ist of having purposely delayed in 
organising the city volunteers, 2nd of 
employing dishonest Secretaries, and 3rd of 
collecting more than the legal tribute rice 
from his district, not proven. But he finds 
that the said magistrate has exceeded his 
authority inthe imposition of fines in certain 
law cases brought before him for decision. 
The said magistrate had also been guilty of 
placing undue confidence and authority in 
his body servants who took the opportunity 
of extorting from the common people, and 
also that when calamity visited certain 
portions of lis district he imprisoned 
the victims who had reported the matter 
to him asking for relief. All these proved 
that Wang Chih-kan failed to grasp the 
gravity of his situation and that the affairs 
of the people are not to be trifled with. 
He is therefore to be instantly cashiered 
and dismissed the public service. 

(5) Li Hsing-jui, Tactai of the Tientsin 
Intendeucy, is transferred to the Customs 
Taotaiship at, Chefoo, and his post in Tien- 
tsin is to be given to Li Ming-ch‘eng. 


24th August, 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Lin Shu, the newly appointed Grand 
Secretary of the Wényuankéd Throne-hall 
is to have the precedence of the Grand 
Secretary Chany Chih-wan. 

Note.—There is a curious point connected 
with the above decree. By a decree of 
the 6th August, owing to the resignation 
of the Grand Secretary Fu K‘un, the 
Assistant Grand Secretary Lin Shu was 
promoted to fill the vacancy—the regular 
number being four Grand Secretaries, and 
as now coustituted consists of Li Hung- 
chang, Ngeh-le-ho-pu, Chang Chih-wan 
and the present one Lin Shu—and he was 
also made Comptroller-General of the 
Board of Works, the last of the Six Boards 
in order of precedence. In a decree of 
the 7th August, next day, Lin Shu was 
told that Chang Chih-wan had precedence 
over him, (see Gazette translations) which 


was proper, as Chang Chih-wan is a Grand 
Secretary of long standing and is Comp- 
troller-General of the Board of Civil Ap- 
pointments, the first of the list of the Six 
Boards. The above decree therefore 
contradicts the others and the only ex- 
planation whereby this whim of the 
Emperor can be explained is perhaps 
his marked partiality for his own coun- 
trymen, preference being always given 
by him to Manchus (not Mongols) when- 
ever asked to decide between a Chi- 
nese and a Manchu, all things being equal 
between the two, Another explanation is 
perhaps because the new Grand Secretary 
is an Imperial Clansman and_ therefore 
should rank above Chinese subjects, but 
then Li Hung-chang is also a Chinese.— 
Translator. 


THE TOBACCO, SPIRITS AND TIMBER 
TAXES IN KIRIN. 


En Tsé, Tartar-General of Kirin, reports 
that on account of the irregularity of the 
seasons and the drought in 1894 the tobacco 
erep and the plants from which spirits are 
made naturally sufferet, and production 
being small the taxes levied of course fell 
short by nearly one-half of the total amount 
provided for by Imperial edict in 1878 that 
should be sent to the Imperial Treasury 
every year from Kirin from tobacco and 
spirits. The sum fixed by edict to be 
paid each year for the taxes on tobacco and 
spirits amounts to Tls. 28.000, and that on 
timber Tls. 3,700, and instructions were 
further promulgated at the time that if 
there happened to be any causes whereby 
the provincial goverment were unable to 
collect the whole of the fixed am: unt, re- 
ports explaining the reasous should be sent 
in to the Throne for decision. In the pre- 
sent instance, in August 1894, the province 
was deluged by abnormal rains destroying 
over one-half of the tender shoots of all 
kinds of vegetation in Kirin. Then when 
the great heat came on later a drought 
ensued parching the same; then came a 
late frost so that the plauts from which 
tubacco and spirits are made suffered a 
great deal, the crops varying in different 
districts, some losing ninety per cent, 
others eighty and others some forty 
per cent of the usual out-turn. This 
was elicited by an examination made 
by independent deputirs sent by Im- 
perial command to investigate the amount 
of damage done by the weather in Kirin. 
At the end of the year, therefore, 
after all the accounts of the tax offices in 
the various districts of Kirin, had come in 
to the memorialist and a general average 


Ave, 24—26.] 


115 ; 


Made of the total sums collected, memoria- 
1st finds only Tls. 13,850.23, odd, or 
“bout 49 per cent of what had been fixed 
Y edict. Out of this sum ten per cent 
Stould be deducted, according to law, for 
© sularies of the clerks and tax collectors 
and for stationery, or Tls. 1,385, odd, 
- a total of Ts. 12,465.20, odd. The 
“X on timber for the year was Tle. 
717,20, odd, or a few taels over and 
Above tlte fixed annual amount of Tls. 3,700. 
the actual tax collected a deduction of 

fn per cent must be made for salaries 
and stationery, or ‘I'ls. 370.72, odd, leaving 
@ total of Ts. 3,345.48 odd, to be accounted 
°r to the Imperial government. As the 
People are ina distressed condition in Kirin 
%r various reasons which need not be 
®utered into in detail here, memorialist in 
’ceordance with the dictates of humanity, 
,Jerefore prays that his Majesty would 
Telease the people from paying the deficit 
of Ts. 14,149.76 odd, still owing for the 
Sses sustained on indifferent crops.—Re- 
ripe + Let the Board of Revenue report on 
he matter. 


25th August. — 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The other day the Supervising Censor, 
C ang Chia-lu, complained of the pre- 
Valence of sea-pirates and brigands on 

Cre in the province of Chékiang and 
‘nounced the incompetency of Chang 
Quikuang, Provincial Commander-in- 
hie€ of that portion of our Empire. We 
grordingly instructed the Governor, Liao 

ou-féng, to investigate the matter and 
send us an impartial report. His report 
‘Snow before us and he states that last year 
cal desperadoes belonging to Taichow 
Prefecture made a number of depredationsa 
Q that vicinity, in consequence of which 
the local troops attacked them whereby 
2€ former made their escape into the 
district of Fénghua belonging to the 
Neighbouring prefecture of Ningpo, and 

‘Dtinued their depredations constantly on 
Ge people of that district. The said 
}, Vernor on learning of this had repeated- 

Sent instructions to both the civil 
hd military authorities of those places 
to Use their best endeavours to capture the 
ates and a- number of them were accord- 
‘gly captured by the authorities, but the 
“hief of the pirates a certain Yu Tien- 
1 (Yu, the Frog”) managed to escape. 
© above is the report of Liao Shou-féng 
_We now command the said Governor 
epeive a limit of time to his subordinates to 
®ct the capture of the chief of the pirates 

Nd break up his band of desperadves. 


Furthermore if he finds that any magis- 
trate attempts to hide a robbery by failing 
to report the matter to his superiors, the 
said Governor is to denounce the magistrate 
in the severest terms and cashier him, 
As for the said General Chang Ch‘i-kuang, 
as the Governor finds that he has shown 
due energy in suppressing piracy and keeps 
his men in a proper state of preparation 
there is no necessity to deal with him, as 
also in the case of the Brigadier-General 
Fei Chin-tsu and the prefect Féng Hsiang- 
hua who have not misbehaved themselves 
in any way as had been stated by the 
accusing Censor. As for the Lieutenant- 
Colonel of the Yiihuan battalion who ‘is 
also captain of one of the Ningpo steam 
corvettes, as he has been guilty of breaking 
the regulation which prohibits officers 
keeping their wives and concubines with- 
in the precincts of the camp, he is to 
be degraded to the rank of second 
captain and his captaincy of the corvette 
is to be taken away from him. The 
captain of the other steam warship attached 
to Ningpo, namely the expectant sub- 
magistrate Wu Yuan-ting, has’ been 
found to be of too young an age for a 
post of importance and he has been guilty 
of frivolity and lack of gravity. He is 
therefore hereby cashiered and ordered to 
be sent back to his home. 


CUSTOMS DUTY AND LIKIN ON OPIUM IN 
KIUKIANG, 

Té Hsing, Governor of Kiangsi, gives a 
summary of the amounts collected by the 
Kiukiang Maritime Customs and the likin 
office on the opium imported into that port 
beginning the 6th day of the 2nd moon 
(February) 1894, and ending the 6th day 
of the 83rd moon (31st March) 1895, 
inclusive. The opium duty collected by 
the Maritime Customs was from the drug 
brought into port in foreign bottoms and 
steamers of the China Merchants’ Com- 
pany. The Customs duty collected during 
that period was Tis. 18,708, while the 
likin collected for the same period was 
Tis. 49,888, or a total of Tis. 68,596. Of 
this sum Tls. 64,703.18 odd, were disbursed 
on various accounts and the balance in- 
cluding Tls, 4,678 odd, brought forward 
from last report is carried tonext account. — 
Rescri, t; Let the Board of Revenue take note. 


26th August. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 

The other day the Court of Censors 
presented a memorial on behalf of the 
Hanlin Recorder, Lii P‘ei-fén, and others 
accusing Chang Kun, Director of Studies 
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of the district of Hsinté, Anhui, of being 
manifestly unfit for his duties, owing 
to his many bad and vicious habits. 
We then ordered Chang Chih-tung to make 
a strict investigation into the various 
charges. The said Viceroy’s report has 
now come and he states that the charges 
made against the said Director of Studies 
were not proven, but that as a matter of 
fact he is an inveterate opium smoker ard 
neglects his duties on account of laziness. 
For this Chang Chih-tung recommends 
that the culpable Director should be de- 
graded to the rank of a deputy assis- 
tant magistrate as a warning to others. On 
our estimation this punishment is too light 
a one for an offence of this sort and we 
therefore cashier this officer and dismiss 
him from the public service. Let the 
proper Board (Civil Appointments) take 
note of this. 


27th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Tséng Ch‘i, Tartar-General of Heiling- 
chiang, menorialises on behalf of An Té, 
Resident at K‘ulun (Mongolia), to the effect 
that the said Resident’s leave of absence 
had expired without his getting well sufti- 
ciently to resume his office and therefore 
prays that he be allowed to resign in order 
to convalesce. As the causes given for the 
intended resignation are reasonable, An 
Té’s prayer is granted and Tséng Ch‘i is 
commanded to convey the Imperial per- 
mission to him. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

T‘ang Ping-chen, Provincial Treasurer 
of Shantung, who was commanded to re- 
sign his post the other day and ordered to 
go up to Peking for audience and selection 
for some other post had first audience of 
the Emperor this morning in the Grand 
Council Chamber. 


COURT CIRCULAR, 


After the transaction of state affairs to- 
morrow his Majesty will proceed to the 
Chienfu Palace (Portrait of the late Prince 
Chun, his father) to pay obeisance, after 
which his Majesty returns to the Lake 
Palace. 


28th August. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


The Grand Secretary, Li Hung-chang, 
Viceroy of Chihli, Superintendent of Trade 
for the Peiyang, etc., having arrived at 
Peking from Tientsin, had his first audience 
of the Emperor in the Grand Council 
Chamber, this morning. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Hung-chang, Grand Secretary of 
the Wénhuatien Throne-hall, is ordere' 
to remain at the capital and attend to his 
duties in the Privy Council, and Wan Wé0 
shao, Viceroy of Yun Kueiis transferred t® 
Chihli to take Li Hung-chang’s place 4° 
Viceroy of that province and Superintend- 
ent of ‘Trade for the Peiyang, 

(2) Kuei Pin is given the brevet rank of 
an Assistant Deputy Military Governot 
and ordered to travel by Imperial post t? 
take up the duties of Resident of K‘ulutr 
Mongolia, vice Au Té, resigned on accoun! 
of illness. 


No other paper of interest. 

29th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The Boards of Civil Appointments and 
of War are commanded to examine thé 
lists presented by the Police Censor of the 
Southern City and his colleagues recou” 
mending for promotion and rewards * 
number of the notables and gentry of that 
portion of Peking, as well as such of thé 
civil and military officers connected witb 
the Police administration as have show? 
energy, courage, and success during thé 
year in capturing a number of bandits an' 
bad characters who had been infesting thé 
neighbourhood. If the lists are correct le! 
the promotions be as recommended. 

30th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of officials t 
the metropolitan and provincial administra” 
tions. 

(2) Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantungy. 
reports to us that the autumnal overflow of 
the Yellow River broke over the dykes 1% 
the districts of Shouchang and T's‘itung 
recently causing a large breach to be made 
owing to the neglect of precautionary 
measures on the part of the officials 19 
charge of the river embankments, He 
therefore prays that the «fticials in that 
neighbourhood be penalised and that thé 
same be done in his case also as head of thé 
tefritory where the overflow took place 
etc. According to the said Governors 
report the overflow was caused by th? 
choking up of the summer floods which 
could not all find their way into the sea, 8° 
that the Yellow River was already very 
high during the summer, and when of 
the 10th of August at the lower reach ab 
Tsi‘tung the weather became overcast an 
the rain poured down in torrents, the 
officials in charge of this section, viz :—th? 
expectant Taotai Ting Ta-yi, Colonel Liv: 
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Fu-pao, and Lieutenant Col. Li Chin-shu, 
etc., were unable to provide at the moment 
the proper means of preventing the 
"ver’s overflowing. Hence a breach of over 
4 hundred feet was made by the over- 
Ow, The said officers are therefore to 
® handed over to the Boards for the 
Proper penalties. As for the upper reach, 
the dykes at Kaochia temple, in the 
district of Shouchang, through the same 
Sauses on the 12th idem broke down, 
“ausing a breach of several tens of feet 
in length, the water overflowing and 
Spreading as far as Anshan mountain where 
it Tejoined the main brauch at that point, 
Which belongs to the middle reach section. 
§ the expectant Taotai Li Ts*inghe was 
Present at the time he cannot be held 
*Xcusable and he is therefore to be handed 
ver to the Boards. The said Governor 
'S also culpable for not having properly 
‘strueted his subordinates and is ordered 
© be also penalised, as a warning to exert 
Imself more the next time. The same 
Overnor in another memorial denounces 
® expectant sub-prefect Shao Shou-chen 
and the expectant police magistrate, 
Cheng Kuei, for having bought imperfect 
Materials to strengthen the dykes. They 
ate therefure to be cashiered in punishment 
lerefur, 
. (3) Té Min, Deputy Military Governor 
'N charge of the poat roads in Mongolia, 
Teports the éscape of a convict, the ex 
Ub-magistrate, Hsii Hung-fan, from his 
Penal station, aud states that he has sent 
€spatches to all the barrier stations at 
¢ Great Wall to arrest the refugee if he 
Should appear there. As this is a piece of 
&teat audacity on the part of the convict, 
and as he might possibly have either escaped 
‘ack to Peking or perhaps to his native 
“ity in Honan, the prop r officials in both 
btces are to be on tlie lookout to arrest 
1m 


(4) E-ké-t‘ang-&, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Heilungchiang army corps in Féngtien 
Teports the death thruugh sickness of Hsii 
Pany-tao (formerly of Tientsin) the recent- 
Y degraded Brigadier-General of Chenting, 
Chilli, who fought in the late war and 
“0k sick while in camp with his brigade in 
har gtien from which he recently died. As 

efore his recent degradation the deceased 
Hicer had served with distinction against 
the Taiping and Nienfei rebels in the pro- 
titces of Hupeh, Szechuan, Kiangsu, 

hihli, Shantung, and Honan, and during 
ids war was able to maintain his brigade 
2 proper efficiency, let the said officer be 
*stored the honours of which he was de- 
Staded recently (during the late war) and let 


extraordinary grants be given to his family 
in token of our regret at the loss of a loyal 
servant. 

(5) Sung Fan is appointed Viceroy of 


- Yan-Kuei, and Wei Kuang-tav is promoted 


to be Governor of Ytinnan vice Sung Fan, 

(6) The other day Li Yung-han, Literary 
Chancellor of Shensi, recommended that a 
certain distinguished scholar and com- 
mentator of the Sung dynasty named Lii 
Ta-lin deserved to have a place in the 
Confucian temple in recognition of his 
efforts to throw light on the classics 
and Confucian Analects, and we order- 
ed the Privy Counci! and the Board 
of Rites to report on the matter. These 
have reported favourably and as the said 
Lii Ta-lin is regarded by the scholars of 
our day as having given as much assistance 
to literature as other distinguished con- 
temporaries of the Sung dynasty such as 
Yang Shih and others, aud belunged to the 
same school as the philosophers and sages 
Ch‘engtze and Chutze (Chu Hsi), we think 
his image is in every way worthy of 
being allowed a niche in the Confucian 
temple, to the religion of which Li 
Ta-lin haa been such « distinguished orna- 
ment. We, therefore, command that from 
henceforth Lii ‘f'a-lin’s image shall be 
placed in all temples of literature and that 
it shall be put in the Eastern Arcade below 
the image .of another Sung Dynasty Com- 
mentator, Sieh Tso, in token of apprecia- 
tion of his solid aid to the better know- 
ledge of our great religion. 

31st August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Yii Lu, Tartar-General and brevet 
Viceroy of Féngtien, reports the death in 
camp vf a distinguished officer in our 
service and prays that extraordinary 
grants and posthumons honours may be 


; given him and his family in recognition of 


his loyalty to us. We have always recognis- 
ed the loyalty and bravery of the late Tang 
Jén-lien, Povincial Commander-in-Chief of 
Kuangtung, who in youth enlisted in the 


| army asa military graduate of the licentiate 


degree, serving successively with great 
distinction under the late Admiral of the 
Yangtze, Péng Yii-lin, the late General 
Pao Ts‘av, the late Viceroy Yang Yo-pin, 
ete., during which he was repeatedly com- 
mended by these officials for his bravery 
in the fighting which took place in the 
provinces of Kiangsu, Auhui, Hupeh, 
Kiangsi, Kuangtung, Shensi, and Shantung 
against the Taiping and Nienfei rebels. 
Last year T‘ang Jén-lien was transferred to 
Moukden as Assistant Commissioner of 
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Defence and we feel greatly the loss of this 
distinguished officer who has heen reported 
as dead. Let him receive all the extra- 
ordinary honours due to a Commander-in- 
Chief dying «n active service, and, further- 
more, let all his military deeds be entered 
in the records of the Court historiographer. 

(2) Ch‘en Shih, Provincial Judge of 
Kiangsu, is hereby promoted to be Trea- 
surer -f Kiangsi, vice Fang Ju-yi, resigned 
on account of sickness, 


1st September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Censor Yang Fu-chén prays 
that orders may be issued commanding 
the metropolitan and provincial high 
authorities to be more energetic in granting 
andieuce to their subordinates in order to 
be better acquainted with the character, 
origin, ete., of all of them. As the 
characters of the personnel attached to the 
various Boards at Peking and the yaméus 
of the high previncial authorities are not 
all the same, it is exceedingly important in 
order that only men of probity and good 
talents should be selected for the public 
service; hence we must enjoin upon our 
Ministers at Curt and the high authorities 
iu the provinces to be always on the alert 
and to exercise due care to personally exa- 
mine the characters and the talents of those 
under them so ‘hat they may differentiate 
in an iimpartial manuer the good and 
honest from the bad and dishonest. If it 
should happen that any subordiuate belongs 
to the latter class they are to be denvunced 
and punished accordingly. 

(2) Wu Chéng-lu, Grain Intendant of 
Kiangsu, is appointed Provincial Judge of 
the same vire Ch‘en Shilt promoted to the 
Treasurership of Kiangsi. 

(3) Tt has litely been found that when- 
ever there are any examinations held of 
students in the Manchu and Chinese lan- 
guages, those officers of our Court and in 
the Boards whe rose from the ranks of 
such students usually omit to send in their 
names as eligible for the post of examiners, 
etc., at these functions; hence whenever 
such examinations occur it usually happens 
thtt we have not the proper number to 
send to conduct said examinations. We 
must protest against this bad habit and 
command that henceforth no one shall be 
allowed to shirk this duty and that when 
a list is made out from which to select 
the officers for the post of examiners, 
sub-examiners, etc., the ranks from which 
such men formerly sprang shall in future 
be carefully noted down by the Bourd of 
Rites under the names of these persons. 


(4) The Censor Ev P‘u recommends that 
the wumber of officers usually appointed 
as proctors and superintendents for the 
examinations for the military degree of 


* chujén and Manchu-Chinexe translators be 


either cut down or the names of the per- 
sons selected for the purpose be made te 
undergo a careful scrutiny in order that 
there may be no partiality shown in passing 
the candidates. Let this matter be speedily 
considered by the Boards concerned an 
let the results be reported to us. 

2nd September. 

IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Lu Yuan-ting, Taotai-elect of Wénchow, 
is transferred to be Grain Intendant of 
Kiangsu vice Wu Clieng-lu promoted to be 
Provincial Judge. 

EXECUTION OF ROBBERS IN SHANTUNG. 

Li Ping-heng, degraded two steps but 
retained in office as Governor of Shantung, 
and then again degraded two steps but 
still retained in oftice, reports that it 18 
customary to send in to the Board of 
Punishments a quarterly report of the 
number of summary executions in 
meniorialist’s province. The spring 
quarter having just passed memorialist 
finds that accoiding to the memorands 
handed in from various parts of Shan- 
tung the actual number of summary 
executions ‘of robbers, ete, in the pro- 
vince for the spring term was only four, 
a matter corroborated by a subsequent 


‘report of Suny Lin the Provincial Judge.— 


Rescript ; Let the Boudof Punishments take 
qote; the deteiled renort of said executions 
béing also given to the suid Board tu be 
filed. 
3rd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREKS. 

(1) As the post of senior prefect of 
Anch‘ingfu (Nganking) capital of Anhui, is 
one of special importance, let the Governor 
of the said province select from all the 
prefects of Anhui the man best fitted for 
the post and let the prefectship vacated by 
him be given to Fang Lien-chen. 

(2) Appointing a large number of offi- 
cials to the metropolitan and provincial 
administrations. 

No papers of interest. 

4th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yang Ch‘ang-chun, Viceroy of Shen- 
Kan, denounces a Brigadier-General who 
being sent to suppress the Mahommedan 
rebels failed in his duties. It appears that 
the Mahommedan rebels of Kansu ha.ing 
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‘Commenced disturbances have daily in- 
‘eased in violence and have spread all 
ver the province in doing so. After the 
Te-capture of Haich‘eng from the hands of 
le rebels and the raising of the siege of 

Siinhua, the latter appeared in greater 
Numbers and waxed bolder in audacity in 
the departments of Hochou and Titao, and 
the prefecture of Hsining. In consequence 
Of this the Brigadier-General T‘ang Yen-ho 
Was sent with his command to render aid 
© the besieged cities but the said Viceroy 
enounces lim for having instead of 
Starting on his mission at once purpesely 
elayed the departure of his troops 
and that he occupied an abnormal amount 
of time in proceeding to the disturbed dis- 
ticts, Further, upon getting t» Hochou, 
he said Brigadier-General took no pre- 
Cautions to reconnoitre the position of the 
Tebels and find out their strength, but 
Tushed on recklessly instead to attack 
‘ne rebel entrenchments, in consequence 
°f which his army was totally routed and 
Me plan of campaign mapped out was 
thereby entirely spuilt by this defeat. In 
Punishment thereof we hereby command 
that the said Tang Yen-ho be deprived of 
Is rank, but he is ordered to remain in the 
eld so that an opportunity may be given 
Im to redeem his previ-us errors by 
Uture good conduct. As for the Viceroy 

ang Ch‘ang-chiin himself, considering 
the fact that he has been for so many years 
'n Kansu is it possible that he should be 
Ignorant of the feelings of the people under 
‘im that he should have shown no settled 
Programme iu dealing with the Mahom- 
Medan question, but we find him at 
Che time sending punitive expeditions 
‘Against these people and at another try- 
Ing to gain their good will by pacific 
Measures. The result of this indecision is 
ound in the four departments of T‘an- 
Chou, Chungchou, Titao, and Hochou being 
Completely overrun by the rebels. This 

leervy has therefore been guilty of gross 
Mismanavement from beginning to end. 

rith references to the Provincial Com- 
Mander-in-Chief, Lei Chen-kuan, we find 
im being deceived by the Mahommedans 
Who thereby fraudulently obtained a large 
Number of frearms from him. The said 
Jeneral lis thus shown decided mediocrity 
Of talents and manifest failure in his duties 
aud we therefore comma: d that these two 
“flicials be landed over to the Boards for 
he determination of suitable penalties, 

'e further take the present opportunity 
© exhort them to brighten up their 
aculties, and sweep away all former faults 
hat have since been exposed to view, 
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and when General Tung Fu-hsiang and 
others reach Kansu with their troops to 
act vigorously in conjunction with them so 
that this Mahommedan outbreak may be 
speedily crushed. In this way only can 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiin and Lei Chen-kuan re- 
deem their former misdeeds. 

(2) Chang Ch‘iin-fa is promoted to be 
Provincial Commander-in-Chief of the 
Kuangtung Land Forces. 

(3) The Commander of the Peking Gen- 
darmerie reports the capture of a number 
of brigands belonging to a neighbouring 
prefecture who broke into the metropolitan 
districts for purposes of robbery and who 
wounded the proprietor of the place they 
robbed as well as some of the gendarmes 
who tried to arrest them. Let the eight 
brigands herein captured be handed over to 
the Board of Punishments for trial and 
punishment and let strenuous efforts be 
made by the said gendarmes for the capture 
of the rest of the band whose names are 
known. Furthermore after the said Board 
shall have finished the case let the proper 
yamén memorialise us as to the rewards to 
be given to the deserving of the officers 
and men of the gendarmerie who dis- 
tinguish themselves iu this affair. 


(4) The same officer reports the capture 
of five persons (one a woman) connected 
with a band of brigands who kidnapped 
certain persons belonging to Peking and 
held them to ransom. Let the Board of 
Punishments try the case and sentence 
the guilty ones according to Jaw aud let 
those who have so far escaped be strenu- 
ously sought for and similarly punisied., 


5th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Liu Tuan-fang is appointed Lieu- 
tenaut-Colonel of the P‘ingyueh regiment 
in Kweichou. 

(2) Hsia Hsing-yu (a distinguished 
cavalry olticer in the reconquest of Kansu 
and Chinese ‘Turkistan—Translator) is 
appointed Brigadier-General of the Yu- 
chiang Circuit of Kiangsi. 

(3) Wang Té-Shéng (an Artillery Colonel 
of Li Hung-chang’s Bodyguards—Trans- 
lator) is appointed Brigadier-General of the 
Hochou Circuit in Shensi. 


SILK AND COTTON FABRICS FROM HONAN. 


Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, re- 
ports sending to Peking 200 pieces of soft 
and stiff silk and 300 pieces of stuff made 
of a mixture of yarn and wild silk, and 
3,000 pieces of cotton cloth, all made in 
the looms of the province in obedience to 
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orders of the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment. The silk and cotton stuffs were sent 
on the 12th of August last under the 
charge of trusty deputies to whom has 
also been given a detailed account of the 
expenses incurred by the provincial govern- 
ment in manufacturing the same. All the 
stuffs are undyed.—Kescript: Let the said 
Department take note. 


6th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Li Chao-wei is appointed Junior Secre- 
tary of the Supervisorate of Instruction of 
the Heir-Apparent. 


RELIEF TO THE PAOTINGFU MANCHU 
GARRISON. 

Wang Wén-shao, acting Viceroy of 
Chihli, asks that he may be permitted 
to instruct the Provincial Treasurer of 
Chihli to issue one month's extra pay to the 
Manchu Banner troops stationed in Pao- 
tingfu, the provincial capital of Chihli. In 
1892 and 1893 the Banner garrisons of 
Kuan, Tungan, and Pachou received similar 
relief owing to the inurdations in these 
districts which destroyed their barracks 
and each man’s patch of cultivated ground. 
On the 27th, 28th, and 29th of April last 
destructive rains fell in Paotingfu and 
undermined the Bannermen’s barracks 
causing much loss to the occupants. The 
precedent above given emboldens memo- 
rialist to ask for similar relief in the pre- 
sent instance.—Rescript: Granted. 


TAKING OVER THE TREASURY SEALS IN 
KANSU. 

Tsén¢g Ho, Provincial Treasurer of 
Kansu, reports the date of his arrival at 
Lanchou, the provincial capital, and the 
taking over of the seals of his new office. 
In March last while Provincial Judge and 
acting Treasurer uf Shensi, memorialist 
received a decree by telegraph apprising 
him of his promotion to the Treasurer- 
ship of Kansu, and he accordingly 
prayed to be allowed to go first to 
Peking to render personal thanks to 
His Majesty. On the 29th of April memo- 
rialist had his first Imperial audience on 
arrival at Peking, and his last audience on 
the 12th of May prior to leaving for Kansu, 
between which time memorialist had the 
special honour of being called before the 
Throne several times. Starting shortly 
afterwards, memorialist reached Lanchou 
on the 4th of July last, and on the 7th of 
that month in obedience to the orders of 
H.E. the Viceroy, took over the seals of 
the Kansu Treasurership from the acting 
Treasurer, Lien K'‘uei, Taotai of the Kan- 
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liang Intendanecy. The Mahommedan pro~ 
blem is now in a critical state in Kansu an 
requires most delicate but firm handling: 
and memorialist however recognising with 
gratitude the honour of his Majesty’s choice 
of him to fill this important post will 
use his utmost endeavours to deserve 
the Imperial confidence while at the same 
time he willingly places himself under the 
guidance of his more experienced superior 
the Viceroy Yang Ch‘ang-chun.— Rescript © 
Noted. 

[N.B. The jonrney of Tséng Ho from 
Peking to Lanchou occupied about fifty 
days ; starting from the capital on the 15th 
of May and arriving at his destination, a5 
already stated above, on the 4th of July- 
Translator.] 


7th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Nos 1 to 7 (inclusive) appointing the 
Princes and high Minister of the Court to 
sacrifice during the 8th month (September- 
October) at the temples of Literature, the 
Moon, Confucius, Imperial Dynasty, Dragon 
King Charity, River God, and Kvanti, the 
so-called God of War, The Emperor-him- 
self also signified his intention to sacrifice 
in person at the temples of Confucius, the 
Imperial Dynasty, and the Moon. 

(8) Fu Yiin, Governor of Auhui, de- 
nounces the acting district magistrate of 
Liichianghsien for the effete organisation 
of his police force, thereby tempting a gang. 
of robbers to commit an audacious raid 
within the walls of Liichiang ci'y on the 
27th of April last, and robbing the tem- 
porary dwelling house of the retiring 
magistrate of Liichianghsien who had just 
handed over his seals t» his successor the 
acting magistrate, Jung Ttien. The latter 
has succeeded so far in arresting only two 
of the men alleged to have been concerned 
in that robbery but up to the present mo- 
ment has not been able to arrest any more 
of the culprits. We therefore as a first 
step, command that the said acting magis- 
trate be divested of his official button and 
given another period of time to effect the 
rest of his captures, failing which he will 
be more severely dealt with. 


PREPARING FOR EVENTUALITIES. 

Chang Ju-mei, Provincial Treasurer and 
acting Gevernor of Shensi, reports that 
owing to many years of neglect the city 
walls of the various district, departmental,. 
and prefectural cities of Shensi have all 
fallen into a dilapidated condition, so that 
now that the neighbouring province of 
Kaneu is in a state of rebellion, the cities 
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of Shensi would be certain to fall into the 
4nds of the Mahommedans should they 
®toss the border into Shensi unless, indeed, 
Precautionary methods be adopted to 
"event this great disaster. Owing to the 
Magnitude of the task and the immense 
Ums of money required to renew the city 
malls of the province, menorialist found 
that the government could not do the work 
7 itself and so sent deputies to the various 
‘lties to exhort the people to subscribe 
Sney or labour in their own districts 
“4 commence to rebuild their own 
c'Y walls at once and without delay. 
(milar instructions were also sent 
the various lucal authorities to use 
a Spare government funds to buy the 
necessary bricks, stone, etc., for the 
theonstruction of the city walls under 
‘er jurisdiction. This is in accordance 
With & plan of the memorialist to collect 
all loyal citizens inside the walls of their 
*everal cities in case of the Mahommedan 
te els of Kansu coming into Shensi, leaving 
'€ Open country to them. After these 
yatauders shall have cleared the plains, 
*y will have nothing to subsist upon 
"hich will cause them to retreat and then 
Pursuit will be organised by the volunteer 
“nd district militia, ete. At first memorial- 
‘st upon sending out instructions for sub- 
‘tiptions to repair all the cities of the 
Ovince was uot over sanguine of 
® results, and was accordingly pre- 
paved to do the great bulk of the work 
Y means of government funds, but he was 
éteeably surprised to find that owing 
yy tte memory of the devastations of the 
Trhommedans in the first rebellion in the 
"Xties still being vividly clear before the 
‘son of the inhabitants of Shensi, they 
*ne and all showed the greatest alacrity in 
poutributing money or labour or materisis 
th, Strengthening and renewing the walls of 
*ir respective cities. Hence memorialist 
+8tens to report these joyful results to his 
lajesty as a proof of the loyalty of his 
People in Shensi.—Rescript: Noted. 


8th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(L) The Commander of the Peking Gen- 
‘rmerie reports the capture of several 
‘oberg charged with wounding the person 
‘s the head of a family whose hvuse had 
yoen forcibly entered and robbed by the 
pnd. Let the men be handed over to the 
“Ard for trial and punishment according 
° law and let extra efforts be made to 
“Pture the rest of the band still at large. 
Ai?) As the post of prefect of Ch‘angsha, 
Unan, is one of great importance, let the 


121 


provincial authorities choose the man best 
fitted for the post and let -the prefectship 
vacated by the man of their choice be given 
to Ying Wén. 
9th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


(1) Liu Kuei-wen is appointed Censor of 
the Honan Circuit, 

(2) Yen Mou is given the brevet rank of 
a deputy Military Governor and ordered to 
proceed with all haste by Imperial post 
roads to Heilungchang to investigate 
certain matters there. His staff shall also 
be permitted to travel in the same manner, 
i.e., at government expense, 

(38) Kuo Pao-ch‘ang, recently appointed 
Brigadier-General of the Nan-Shao Circuit 
of Kuangtung, is hereby transferred to the 
Brigadier-Generalship of Shouchou in 
Anhui, and let the post vacated by him be 
given to Jiin Tsu-wén. 

(4) The Board of Revenue reports that a 
Kiangsu 2nd class Licentiate, named Shen 
Ying-jung, has contributed Tis. 20,000 
towards the fund for military expenditure. 
In acknowledgment of this and as a reward 
for his patriotism, Shen Ying-jung is hereby 
given the rank of a chujén and is further 
allowed to enter as a candidate in the 
chinshih or Metropolitan Examinations 
soon about to take place in Peking, 

(5) T‘o Fu-huan is appointed Inspector 
of the affairs of the Yellow Manchu Banner 
corps, 

10th September. 
SENTENCE ON A RE-CAPTURED CRIMINAL. 

Li Ping-heng, twice degraded but still 
retained in office as Governor of Shantung, 
reports the result of an investigation into a 
ease where a criminal, Yang Sing-wei, 
condemned to death by strangulation for 
killing a clansman in a fight, succeeded in 
escaping the vigilance of his gaolers and 
getting away from confinement. Upon a 
careful investigation 1wemorialist finds that 
although the gaol-warden and his assistants 
were not privy to the escape, they yet 
should be punished in’ some way, even 
granting the fact that they with the 
asaistance of the officers of a neighbouring 
district managed to recapture the runaway 
within the usual period of 100 days. He 
therefore recommends that the goal- warden 
be cashiered and both he and his sub- 
ordinates dismissed the service, Had it 
been found that they had accepted bribes 
to let the suid criminal escape no mercy 
would have been shown them. As for the 
criminal himself by the Act of clemency 
last year, he would have had his sentence 
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commuted one degree, but by his escape 
he has forfeited’ the Imperial clemency and 
memorialist recommends that’ Yang Sing- 
wei be excuted at the autumnal assizes of 
Shantung.—Rescript: Noted. 


11th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Court of Censors having present- 
ed a petition of the Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wu Shih-en of Canton, praying that his 
sentence of deprivation of rank be com- 
‘muted owing to the charges made against 
him by a certain Censor being unfounded, 
we at once ordered T‘an Chung-lin, 
Viceroy of the TwoKuangs.and Ma Pei-yao, 
Governor of Kuangtung, to re-investigate 
the case and they now report that the 
charges against the said Lieutenant-Colonel 
arose from his lending money on mortgage 
of landed property and that when the time 
expired he foreclosed and sold the said 
property withvut notifying the mortgagor 
of the sale, etc., In view of this the 
memorialists thought the said ofticer’s guilt 
was not very deep and recommend that his 
rank be returned to him. As forthe other 
officer denounced by the same Censor, 
namely the Brigadeer-General Lin Yi-hua, 
memorialists find that although he had 
not been yuilty of giving bribes, still 
depending upon the patronage of the ex- 
Viceroy Li Han-chang, he had been mixing 
himself up with various cases contrary to 
official etiquette. Lin Yi-hua is therefore 
forthwith cashiered, but as for reinstating 
Wu Shih-en to his former rank, let the 
Board of War report upon the matter to 
us. 
(2) Chang Hsi-luan is appointed Taotai 
of the Eastern Marches (Fénghuangch ‘eng 
on the Yalu river). 

(83) The other day the Censor Kao 
Hesieh-tséng denounced Té Hsing, Gov- 
ernor of Kiangsi, of avarice, connubiality, 
and failure in keeping his subordinntes 
under proper restraint, ete. We according- 
ly commanded Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy 
of the Liangkiang provinces, to make a 
strict and impartial investigation into the 
truth of these allegations and report to us. 
The said Viceroy now reports that he las 
found the charge of selling offices unproven; 
but at the same time the accused Governor 
had been guilty of employing unprincipled 
men in positions of importance and trust, 
and seldom refusing any gifts presented to 
him by his subordinates. He was also 
found to encourage his servants, especially 
the yamé ushers, to demand money 
from the local officials, and also when 
China was passing through a crisis aud 


all officials should properly have bee? 
exerting themselves to devise means ° 
defence, Té Hsing on .the contrary WS 
enjoying himself with theatricals ten day? 
ata time in his yamén. Such frivolity ® 
worthy of severe censure and Té Hsing ha 
failed in the contidence we had put in hit 
We therefore command that he 
eashiered and dismissed from office. 
for the favourites of the cashiered Gover 
nor, namely, Ho Ch‘i-tan, magistrate % 
Yiits‘ienhsien, and Chu Shih-lin, mag!® 
trate of Téanhsien, who have bee 
denounced by Chang Chih-tung 
““specious flatterers and usiny their pos! 
tions to enrich themselves by fleecing the 
people ;” Chou Féng-tsao, magistrate of 
Wantsaihsien, accused of ‘‘cruelty a? 
injustice in dealing with the people unde! 
him, and truly an avaricious man and ® 
person of low tastes,” and the expectant pre 
fect formerly magistrate of Shangjaohsie™ 
Chu Hasi-ch‘i, who is also accused of thé 
same crimes by the Viceroy, let all thes? 
officers be at once cashiered and dis 
missed from the public service. As fot 
the expectant magistrate Wang Shu-ch‘e! 
and the Anhui expectant Taotai Chu Wen 
tsxo who has been Té Hsing’s secretary: 
Chang Chih-tung recommends that they 
only be degraded a few steps in rank, bu 
these two persons have prior to this bee” 
often denounced as flatterers and men 0 
low habits, partial degradation is too light 
a punishinent for men like them, hence w® 
command that they also be cashiered and 
dismissed the service like the rest. With 
regard to the accused Governor's ushers 
(usually wrongly translated ‘* Gate- 
keepers ”-men-feng), vie: Wu Tze-ch‘ang 
and Kao Pao-shu, let an investigation bé 
made to find out what official ranks they 
have purchased so that the Boards may bé 
notified at once and have their names 
erased from the books and on the othet 
hand let these two fellows be arrested an 
tried for the manifold crimes they hav 
been guilty of. 

(4) Kuei Hsiin is appointed Director of 
the Banqueting Court, 


12th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Hu P‘ing-chih, Provincial Treasure! 
of Chékiang, is hereby promoted to the 
Governorship of Shensi, vice Kuei Chiin 
retired into mourning. 

(2) Ta Shou, Governor-elect of Hunan, 
is transferred to the Governorship © 
Kiangsi vice T8 Hsing, cashiered the day 
before, and Ch‘en Pav-chen, Treasurer © 
Chihli, is promoted to be Governor 0° 
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Hunan. Té Shou is also commanded to 
Proceed at once to Kiangsi as he is excused 
Tom coming up for audience at Peking- 


13th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With reference to the reports of the 
Boards of Civil Appointments and of War 
Tegarding the penalties which ought to be 
Neted out to Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Viceroy of 
paen-Kan, and Lei Chen-kuan, Provincial 

ommander-in-Chief of Kansu, for culpable 

*fects in administering the civil and mili- 
‘ty administrations of the province, there- 

Y causing the Mahommedan population of 
Ransu to rebel, it has been recommended 
that according to strict law of precedents, 

ey should both be cashiered and dismissed 
the service. We, however, exercise our 
Imperial prerogative of mercy and reduce 
'e penalties to degradation with retention 
Office, and we trust that both Yang 
Ch'aug-chiin and Lei Chen-kuan, appreciat- 
0g our clemency, will use their utmost 
®ndeayours to deserve it by trying to 
Tedeem their errors by crushing the rebel- 

ton at once. . 

(2) The Grand Secretary Liu Shu is 
Appointed Chief Superintendent of the 
P eking Octroi at the Ch‘ungwén gate and 

én Ch‘é is appointed Assistant Superin- 
tendent of the same. . 

(3) The Commander of the Gendarmerie 
Teports the arrest of six Peking bandits 
Who recently killed the man whose house 

ey had robbed. Let these criminals be 

anded to the Board of Punishments for 
tial and punishment in accordance with 

‘tw, and let strict search be made for the 
other two robbers who have so far escaped 
Sapture, And we further command the 
‘aid Board tliat after they shall have con- 
‘luded the said case the usual promo- 

longs be recommended for the deserving of 

@ officers who made the above captures. 

(4) With reference to the reported 
scape of two prisoners from the gaol of 
he “Board of Punishments xt Moukden, 
®t the gaolwarden Wei Chiin-ch'ing be 

anded tu the Boards for the determination 
fa penalty and let the usual period be 
Sven him to recapture the runaways. 

ailing this let Yu Lu, Tartar-General, and 

Ing Hsii, Civil Governor, of Moukden, 
Teport aa to what further penalties the said 
S4olwarden deserves. And we further 
‘Ommand these two high officers to try 

le subordinates of the gaolwarden to see 
Whether any bribes had been received to 
bermit the said prisoners to escape. As 

or the recommendation praying that the 
Chief superintendent of the gaol of the 


Moukden Board of Punishments, Lo 
Shan, be granted lighter penalties owing 
to many extenuating circumstances con- 
nected with this case, Jet the Board of 
Civil Appointments first report upon the 
matter. 

14th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREES,. 


(1) Wang Lien, Treasurer of Anhui, is 
transferred to the same post in Chihli vice 
Ch‘en Pao-chen, promoted to be Governor 
of Hunan, and let Yii Ying-lin [formerly a 
Formosa official, Trauslatur] go as acting 
Treasurer of Anhui. 

(2) Lung Hsi-ch‘ing, Provincial Judge 
of Hupeh, is promoted to the Chékiang 
Treasurership vice Hu Ping-chih promoted 
to be Governor of Shensi, and let Yiin Tsu- 
yi, Hankow Taotai (Taotai of the Han- 
huang-té Intendancy of Hupeh) go as 
Provincial Judge vice Lung Hsi-ch‘ing 
promoted as above. 

(3) Lu Pao-chung is appointed Hanlin 
Recorder and Tai Hung-tze is appointed 
Hanlin Reader of the same Academy. 


15th September. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty has appointed the Grand 
Secretary K‘un Kang, the Imperial Tutor 
and President of the Board of Revenue, 
Wéng T‘ung-ho, and the Vice-Presidents 
sii Ying-k‘uei and Ch‘en Hsio-fén to 
examine the theses of chinshih candidates 
written during the present Triennial Exa- 
minations at the capital. 


INSPECTING THE SZECHUAN TROOES. 

Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, 
states that the biennial inspection of the 
various garrisonsand battalions of ‘‘Braves” 
(militia) of the province falls during the 
present year, in accordance with which a 
decree was issued previously appointing 
T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy-elect, to make the 
inspection and commanding him to pay 
special attention to the state of the troops 
of the province. T‘an Chung-lin having 
since been transferred to the Viceroyalty 
of the Two Kuangs, memorialist now asks 
the Throne to appoint another Inspector to 
review the said troops.—Hescript: Lu 
Ch'uan-lin is hereby appointed and he is 
further enjoined to exercise energy and care 
in conducting the inspections, 


16th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 

(1) The civil and military officers of high 
rank at Peking have each his own special 
duties and functions to attend to’; but of 
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late it seems scarcely a day passes but 
some one hands in a request for leave of 
absence, which shows that they do not 
place sufficient importance upon the duties 
of their several offices, and this is repre- 
hensible. We therefore command that 
from henceforth none but sick leaves will 
be granted in order that the machinery of 
office at the Capital be not tampered with 
and so suffer disorganisation. 

(2) Prior to his disgrace and sentence 
of banishment on a charge of bribery, the 
ex-Censor Chung Téh-siang denounced one 
Ma Ch‘ing-chi, magistrate of Lihsien, 
Chihli, of extortion and collecting illegal 
taxes from the people in his district, etc. 
We therefore ordered Wang Weén-shao, 
the acting Viceroy, to investigate the 
matter and his report is that although the 
charges of avarice and extortion have 
not been proven, yet the said magistrate 

as been found to be of too easy-going a 
hature and lacks that capacity for work 
which his important office demands. Hence 
he is not the proper man for a magistrate 
and in punishment therefore, we hereby 
degrade Ma Ch'‘ing-ch‘i to the rank of a 
deputy magistrate or police magistrate 
attached to a prefect’s yamén. 

(3) The same high provincial authority 
reports upon the complaints made by 
the Censors Hu Chiin-chang and Li 
Nien-tze regarding the state of outlawry 
now prevailing in the sub-prefecture of 
Ch‘ichou in Chihli, where a notorious 
bandit named Niu T'ang and his band have 
been terrorising the countryside as well as 
holding wealthy villagers and citizens to 
ransom. In consequence of the commands 


of the Throne to investigate the matter, © 


Wang Wén-shao sent special orders to the 
sub-prefect of Ch‘ichou and the military 
authorities to capture the said bandits, 
which resulted in the summary execution 
of the bandit chief Niu T‘ang and three 
of his lieutenants. The fourth lieutenant, 
a man of great size and_ strength, 
named Lei Ta-ké-tze, is still at large and 
we now urge the said Viccroy to hasten 
the man’s arrest in order that the whole 
band may be at once broken up. As for 
Niu Ch‘ang-hsii, the sub-prefect of Ch‘i- 
chou, he has been exceedingly culpable 
in having been unable to settle matters 
until pressed upon by hissuperiors. He is 
therefore handed over tothe Boards for the 
determination of suitable penalties. 


TAKING OVER THE SEALS OF THE KIANGSU 
GOVERNORSHIP. 
Chao Shu-jao, Governor of Kiangsu, 
states that in June last, while at Hangchow 


as Treasurer of Chékiang, he was honoured 
by receiving a decree appointing him 
Govern»r of Kiangsu and he accordingly 
hastened up to Peking to give per 
sonally his thanks to the Emperor for tli¢ 
high honour and-confidence placed in him 
by his Imperial Master. After having 
been granted a couple of audiences mem 
rialist at once returned to the South, bul 
before going to Soochow he first wen! 
to Nanking in order to settle upon certa!? 
matters with the acting Viceroy Chang’ 
Chih-tung. He arrived at Soochow on the 
9th of August last and on the 12th instant 
took over the seals of the Kiangsu Gove!’ 
norship from his predecessor K‘uei Chin 
who was to go to Shensi also as Governol 
there. As it is necessary that the date © 
his taking over his seals of office be 
reported to His Majesty, memorialist now 
complies with this etiquette.—Rescript- 
Noted. 


17th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Court of Censors have presented * 
petition by Chang Ming, an expectant 
chehsien of Hunan, declaring that he had 
been made to lose his rank owing 0 
sundry false charges made against him- 
Furthermore that he had been staying # 
whole year in Wuchang waiting for his casé 
to be tried by the Viceroy of the Hukuang 
provinces, but so far his case had not 
been settled. In consequence of this the 
said Chang Ming had conte up to Peking 
and personally laid his case before the 
Court of Censors, etc. With regard 
to this case we had already ordered Chang 
Chih-tung to investigate it but as he 
was then just on the point of going to 
Nanking as acting Viceroy there he had 
already memorialised us saying that he 
had left the matter to T‘an Chi-hsiin, 
the Governor of Hupeh and acting Viceroy 
of Hukuang, to try the case which was 
approved of by us. How is it then that 
one year has already passed without T‘an 
Chi-hsiin moving in the matter? We now 
hereby command the said Viceroy to 
hasten at once to settle the case in an 
impartial manner and the Court of Censors 
is also ordered to send the appellant back 
to Wuchang to await trial. 

No papers of interest. 

18th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) With regard to the memorial of the 
Censor Yang Fu-chen recommending the 
abolition of ‘* Waiting Houses,” or Houses 
of Detention for participants and witnesses 
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1 civil suits, connected with district and 
other yaméus throughout the Empire, on 
the ground that these establishments swal- 
OW up part of the national revenues 
Without adequate return, let the Board 
of Punishments report upon the matter. — 
(2) Niu Ling-&, Deputy Assistant Mili- 
tary Governor of Hiinch‘un is hereby 
‘wanferred to the Lieutenant-Generalship 
of the Bordered Blue Banner of the 

anchiin Corps and let En Hsiang go to 
Hiinch‘un in his stead. 


19th September. 

The whole of this day’s Gazette is occu- 
Pled by the memorial of Kao Hsieh-tséng, 

olice Censor of the Western City and 

tdinary Censor of the Kuangsi Circuit, 
enuuncing Ts Hsing, Governor of Kiangsi, 
Tavarice, excessive connubiality, dissolute- 
Ness and encouraging his favourites to 
Prey upon the people—a number of whom 
Were also denounced by name. The mat- 
er was then referred to Chang Chih-tung, 
iceroy of the Liangkiang and ofticial 
Superior of the denvunced Governor, for 
Mvestigation. [Vide Guzetle translations 
of 11th September. ] 

20th September. 

IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) P‘ang Hung-shu, an ex-Literary 
Chancellor, is appointed ordinary Censor of 

® Peking Circuit. 

(2) Wang Hui-ying is appointed Super- 
Vising Censor and Keeper of the Seals of 
the Civil Appointments. ' 

‘Tha whole of this day’s Gazette is filled 
With the report of Chang Chih-tung re- 
Sarding the charges made by the Censor 

Kao Hsieh-tséng against Té Hsing, ex- 

Overnor of Kiangsi, in which many of 

® charges preferred were found proven 
4nd Té Hsing described as ‘‘ frivolous’ 
wing to his enjoying ten days’ thea- 
ticals in his yamén on the occasion of 

18 master’s birthday anniversary, at a 
Period when the empire was plunged into 
War with Japan and the Yangtze valley 

danger of a Japanese raid. In conse- 
Wuence of this a decree of the 11th instant 
as issued cashiering Té Hsing and dis- 
issing him and many of his favourites 
tom office. [Vide Gazette translations’ of 
that date.] 

21st September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With regard to the memorial of the 
Censor Yi Chiin recommending the reduc- 
“on of the number of successful candidates 
4 the provincial and metropolitan literary 
°xaminations for the chtjén and chinshih 
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degrees, and also a reduction of the usual 
limit of successful licentiates in the annual 
examinations in the provinces, let the Board 
of Rites report thereon whether it will be 
advisable to do so or not, 

(2) The folléwing officers from among 
the local authorities of Chihli have been 
denounced by Wang Weén-shao, Viceroy 
of the same, viz:—Kung Yao, Yuan 
Sui, and Chou Chia-nai sub-prefects 
respectively of Yichou, Ts‘angchou and 
K'‘aichou, on the grounds of ‘‘inordinate 
avarice, cunning, cruelty and lack 
of sympathy for the wants of the people 
under them;” the district magistrate 
of Lotinghsien for ‘‘ being a man of 
coarse uncouth manners and a miserly dis- 
position,” and the expectant magistrate 
Prang Té-yiin for ‘avarice and rowdy 
character.” Let all the above named be 
forthwith cashiered and dismissed the 
public service. As for Ting Yii-ch‘ing, 
district magistrate of Anlihsien, who has 
been described as ‘ta man of mediocre 
abilities, feeble and devoid of firmness,” 
thereby permitting his servants and yamén 
underlings to extort from the: people 
without fear of punishment, in considera- 
tion of his being a chinshih graduate 
and therefore possessed of some literary 
knowledge, he is simply degraded and re- 
duced to the rank of a district supervisor 
of instruction to await appointment by the 
Boards. 

(3) The Censor Yi Chiin recommends 
certain changes in the filling up of the 
posts of secretaries in the Inner Cabinet 
(Privy Council), Let the Board of Civil 
Appointments report on the matter. 

The whole of this day’s Guzette is occu- 
pied by the memorial of the twice degraded 
Governor of Shantung, Li Ping-heng, 
giving a list of sixty-seven officers con- 
nected with the cutting and deepening 
of the Hsiaotsing river in Shantung for 
the past three years whose services in this 
work are deserving of Imperial recognition 
and reward. 


22nd September. 
IMPERIAL DECRFES. 

(1) Tséng Kuang-han, Earl of Weiyi, 
is appointed Vice-Director of the Office of 
Transmission. 

(2) The following persons are to be 
placed on the list of expectant Censors 
viz.:—Li Hsi-pang, Hsii Shih-chia, Chéng 
Tze-chan, Liu Yii-t‘ai, Ch‘en Ch‘ing-kuei, 
Chang Chao-lan. Li Tsai-ying, Ku Tsao- 
hsin, Chaug Cheng-ying, Yen MHsi-lin, 
Yang Shéng-hein, Heit Tao-k‘un and Ho 
Nai-ying. 
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THE SALT COMMISSIONER OF CHIHLI. 

Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chibli, re- 
porte the arrival at Tientsin of Li Hsi-lien 
transferred from the Salt Commissioner- 
ship of Shantung to that of Chihli, otherwise 
known as the Ch‘anglu Circuit Salt Com- 
missionership. The said Viceroy instructed 
the vew arrival to take over his seals of 
oftice without delay and in agcordance with 
custom also appointed him Chief Com- 
missioner of the Tientsin Famine Fund 
and Vice-Commissioner of the Works 
Bureau Treasury.—Rescript : Noted. 

23rd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(2) Tsiang Shih-tung, the probationary 
Taotai who was examined by the Prince 
nnd high Ministers of the Board of Civil 
Appointments, is commanded to appear at 
the Grand Council Chamber on the 25th 
for an Imperial audience, 

(3) With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor Yi Chiin, denouncing Ying Yiin- 
chao, district magis'rate of Yingshanhsien, 
Anhui, for suppressing lawsuits brought 
before him and purposely delying their 
settlement in order to fill his pockets by 
compelling bribes, as well as indiscriminate 
extortions, we at once ordered Fu Yiin, the 
Governor of that province to investigate 
the matter. His report is now before us 
and he declares that none of the charges of 
the said Censor have been proven ; but the 
said magistrate cannot escape the charge of 
laziness and lack of energy in the discharge 
of his duties since there are yet over one 
hundred cases which had been brought to 
him lying untouched in his yamén. The said 
magistrate is hereby cashiered as a warning 
to others. 


TAKING OVER THE SEALS OF THE ANHUI 
TREASURERSHIP. 


Wang Lien, the new Treasurer of Anhui, 
reports his arrival on the llth of August 
last at Nganking, the provincial capital of 
Anhui, after having had his audience of 
the Emperor at Peking. Memorialist 
travelled to his new post from Peking 
overland to Tientsin and then by steamer 
to Nganking vid Shanghai. ‘wo days after 
arrival (13th August), in obedience to 
instructions from the Governor, memorialist 
took over the seals of his post from the 
hands of the acting Treasurer Yuan Féng- 
lin, Treasurer-elect of Shansi, and now re- 
ports the event for his Majesty’s informa- 
tion.—Rescript: Noted. 


(Serr. 22-24. 


24th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the escape of 4 
condemned criminal from the prisons © 
the district of Lint‘ung, Shensi, reporte 
to us by Chang Ju-mei, Treasurer and acting 
Governor, let the gaolwarden Ni Ta-hsiin 
be forthwith cashiered and arrested pend- 
ing an enquiry by the said Governor 
as to whether the said gaolwarden 
Ni Ta-hsiin had any complicity in the 
escape or whether he has _ receive 
any bribery from the refugee’s friends. As 
for Shih Shao, the magistrate of Lin- 
t‘ung, from whose yamén the said criminal 
has escaped, although he has presented an 
excuse declaring that when the affair oc- 
curred he was absent from the city having 
been engaged on official duty in the rural 
wards of the district, we are of opiniol 
that the said magistrate is culpable inas- 
much as it was due to the general effete 
ness of discipline in his yamén which eu- 
abled the criminal to escape. We therefore 
command that this official be cashiered but 
allowed to remainin office, and he is further- 
more given the usual peried of 100 days to 
effect the recapture of his escaped prisoner; 
failing which he will be dealt with more 
severely. 


(2) On the 30th of May last a band 
of brigands entered the market town of 
Anlinchen, belonging to the district of 
Wuch‘iao, Chihli, and robbed a number of 
houses and shops there in succession, The 
robbers then escaped unmolested with their 
booty. In consequence of this Wang Wén- 
shao, Viceroy of Chihli, gave two months to 
the magistrate of Wuch‘iaohsien to arrest 
the bandits or recover the plunder. The 
said Viceroy now reports that the time 
has expired without any of the guilty 
parties being arrested or booty recovered, 
and hence prays that a severe punishment 
be given the culpable magistrate 0 
Wuch‘iaohsien. As this official’s failure 
is entirely due to the disorganisation and 
lack of energy of the yamén police an 
thief-takers, on account of the said ma- 
gistrate’s inabilities, we therefore com- 
mand that Lao Nai-hsuen, the magistrate 
of Wuch‘iao be forthwith handed to the 
Board of Civil Appointments for a penalty 
and a further period granted him to 
capture the brigands concerned. 


(3) Wu Hung-lu is transferred to the 
Brigadier-generalship of the T'ung-yung 
Circuit of Chihli, and Wu Yo-jén is 
transferred to a similar post in the Chen- 
ting Circuit of the same province, 
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THE MAHOMMEDAN REBELLION IN KANSU : 
A GENERAL DENOUNCED. 

Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Viceroy of the Shen- 
kay provinces and the New Dominion, 
enior Guardian of the Heir-Apparent and 
8n official of the civil premier button, 
§Pecially denounces a Brigadier-general for 
delaying unnecessarily much needed 
Teinforcements, and whose recklessness 
Caused defeat and the frustration of the 
Settled compaign against the Mahomme- 
4n rebels in Kansu. Some time ago 
Owing to an insurrection amongst the 
40chou Mussulmans, that departmental 
City was in great danger of falling into 
@ rebels’ hands. Memorialist there- 
Sre in conjunction with Lei Chen-kuan 
the Provincial Commander-in-Chief joint- 
Y sent special orders to ‘I'‘ang Yen- 
0, Brigadier-General of the Hochou 
euit who with his brigade were then 
quartered at Chtit‘aipu, «a dependency 
of the Hsiinhua distrizt, whose siege by 
Tehels he had succeeded in raising to 
Masten back to Hochou, his special dis- 
trict, with all available forces, and relieve 
at city, from whence he could sally forth 
ty chastise the rebels. Now the following 
18 the official report of the said Brigadier- 
eneral :—‘*On the 31st of July I led 
he following battalions (in obedience 
to instruction received) to relieve Ho- 
Chou, viz: the Hunan Ch‘ang battalion 
(ving) Colonel Ptan Ch‘ang-ts‘ing ; Ist 
attalion, Colonel Su Yung-fa ; Left batta- 
lion, Colonel Chu Sheng-ta; Right half 
battalion (Ohi) Lieut.-Colonel Li Chang- 
fa; the foreign drilled (Lien) infantry bat- 
alion, Colonel Liu Chung-liang; the foreign 
Grilled cavalry battalion, Colonel Chin- 
Héng-lin 3 all four and half battalions form- 
Ing the Chennan Brigade ; the Left batta- 
1on of the Western Kansu Brigade(Shihsi), 
Colonel Yi Ch‘ing-an and the Right half 
Cavalry battalion(Ch'i)of the Wuyi Brigade, 
leut.-Colonel Chii Shih-lung, or a total 
force of five and a half infantry, and one 
and half cavalry battalions, started for 
aoyékuan, halting, as the first stage, 
at the Hight Li temple (Pe-li-shih.) On 

® next day, (Ist August,) the corps 
eft the temple and marching forward 
€ncountered numerous barricades erected 
Y the insurgents, and we had actually, to 
Cut our way through these barricades, and 
Tive the enemy beyond to a distance. 
he following day, at noon, the corps 
Sct to the unwalled market town of 
huangeh‘eng only forty li (about twelve 
Miles) distant from our destination— 
4ochou. At the former place we were be- 
Sleged and entirely surrounded on all sides 


by over 10,000 insurgent Mahommedans, 
and ‘an incessant attack was made by 
them on the Imperial troops. We resisted 
the enemy on this spot for three whole 
days and nights, during which time we 
succeeded in killing several hundred 
rebels, By the 5th of the month the 
rebels being constantly reinforced and 
our corps having almost consumed all their 
rations and ammunition, it became ap- 
parent that such a condition of things 
could not last much longer. It was then 
decided to make a sortie and dash for 
Hochou. But the rebels were in strongest 
force between our corps and their des- 
tination, in consequence of which and 
being greatly outnumbered, the Imperial 
troops could make no headway and 
so were forced at last to retire, Then 
forming once more in a compact body 
I made a desperate effort at night, 
during a great rainstorm, to break through 
the rebel cordon, south-west of our posi- 
tion at Shuangch'eng tsi (or unwalled 
market town,) in order to ford the Tahsia 
river into the fan or Tibetan boundaries, 
After a desperate battle at Huaishu bar- 
rier station near that river, our troops 
succeeded in forcing their way through 
this station and finally forded the Tahsia 
at dead of the sume night. Although the 
losses of the rebels must have necessarily 
amounted to a very large number, our own 
losses in killed as well as drowned, while 
crossing the Tahsia, reduced my brigade 
considerably In this battle Colonels Yi 
Ch'ing-an, Chin Héng-lin and Liu Chune- 
liang were desperately wounded and each 
battalion lost a large proportion of its other 
officers. During the retreat the troops 
threw away a large number of their fire- 
arms and several cannen all of which 
fell into the rebels’ hands.” Upon receipt 
by memorialist of the above report of 
Brigadier-General T‘ang Yen-ho, he was 
indignant to feel that this General who was 
at the head of a fine body of troops, num- 
bering nearly eight battalions of horse 
and foot, should have lost a valuable 
corps through unmilitary conduct and 
delay in attacking the rebels. In fact, 
after relieving and raising the siege of 
Hsiinhna, he should, on hearing vf another 
rising in the vicinity of Hochou, have 
turned back at once before the rebels had 
been reinforced to relieve his own Circuit. 
Instead of this he purposely remained 
many days at Ch‘it‘aipu and delayed his 
march back, although specially ordered to 
make haste by memorialist and Lei Chen- 
kuan, thereby resulting in a total defeat 
and the frustration of the plan of campaign 


decided against the rebels. Nor did the 
said Brigadier-General take any precau- 
tion to ascertain the actual strength and 
position of the rebels before marching 
back to Hochou, thereby falling into a 
trap laid by the latter, and causing a large 
number of valuable arms and guns to fall 
into the rebels’ hands and strengthen them 
further to resist the Imperial troops. The 
said Brigadier-General is therefore deserv- 
ing of severe punishment, but as he is 4 
Brigadier-General in substantive oftice, 
Memorialist leaves it to his sovereign to 
name the sentence which ought to be dealt 
on the culpable officer.—For Rescrip! see 
Gazette Translation of 4th September. 
25th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, de- 
nounces certain local officials within his 
jurisdiction, viz., the expectant magistrate 
Shen Yi, who has been found guilty of 
underhand methods, and whose reputation 
is of the worst amongst the oftlzial classes, 
When acting magistrate of Tayihsien, there 
were a number of robberies during his 
régime ; but he always succeeded in hushing 
the matters up and never reported them 
to his superiors. Also the expectant de- 
puty sub-prefect and acting magistrate of 
Mienninghsien, Ni Yii-liang, who has been 
found guilty of cruelty to his people 
and who encouraged his servants to extort 
from them without any check whatever. 
These two unworthy officials are hereby 
cashiered and dismissed the service. As 
for the expectant magistrates Han Ting- 
wang and Chang Mou-sheng, the first has 
been guilty of avarice and is possessed. of 
an indifferent reputation, and the latter 
audaciously oversteps the bounds of his 
proper rank. Let these two be deyraded 
to the rank of deputy assistant magistrate 
as & warning to others, 

26th September. 
No news of interest, 
27th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Féng Kuang-chii is appointed Taotai 
of the Lei-ch‘iung circuit (Hainan island) 
of Kuangtung. 

(2) Chuang Chien is appointed Imperial 
Superintendent of the Government silk 
looms of Soochow. 

28th September. 
THE HAINAN TAOTAISHIP. 

T‘an Chung-lin, Vicersy of the ‘T'wo 
Kuangs, and Ma Pei-yao, Governor of 
Kuangtung, jointly report that since 
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they received the Imperial commands 
of the 15th of April last, to choose 
from the whole province of Kuangtuug 
the Taotai they thought best fitted for the 
post of Taotai of the Lei-ch‘iung Circuit 
(Hainan island) and furthermore to give 
the post thus vacated to Féng Kuang-chii; 
theImperial nominee, the memorialists havé 
had considerable difficulty in obeying the 
Imperial commands, The reasons for this 
are these, The Lei-ch‘iung Taotaiship 15 
head of two prefectures of Leichou an 

Ch‘iungehou and sixteen departmental and 
district magistracies. The Ch‘iungchou pre- 
fecture, moreover, has jurisdiction over both 
settlers and aborigines of the island of 
Hainan, whereas by its proximity to the 
shores of Tongking -the post is one of 
high importance and, therefure, none but 
men of decidedly high ability ought to be 
appointed to the chief jurisdiction there- 
of. Memorialists in coujunction with 
the Treasurer and Judge of Kuangtung 
have tried to pick out a man fit for the 
above post and have found that those who 
by their talents are eligible for the Hainan 
Taotaiship, are all holding places of trust 
from which they cannot be spared. A$ 
for Féng Kuang-chit, whom the ‘Throne has 
chosen to take the place vacated by memo- 
rialists’ choice, he is a native of Ch‘ang- 
chow, Kiangsu, aged fifty-eight, and 4 
chinshih in literary rank. He has been & 
member of the Hanlin Academy and 
has occupied posts of importance at 
Peking for many years. In 1894 he 
got promoted to the rank of a Taotal 
Ashe isa man of ability and just fit for 
the Lei-ch‘iung Taotaiship, memorialists 
owing to their being unable to spare any 
Taotai from the provincial administration 
therefore recommend that he be appointe¢ 
to Hainan instead, as he is in every way 
fitted on account of his talents fur this 
important post.—Fur Rescript see edict 9, 
the day before. 


29th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


THE CHENGTU RIOTS : LIU PING-CHANG 
DISGRACED, 

(1) As missionary chapels abound in 
the various provinces, we have been con- 
stant in our endeavours to procure peace 
aud harmony between missionaries, theif 
converts, and the masses of the people, 
and have time and again issued de- 
crees to cur Vicereys and Governors to in- 
struct their subordinates to use extra 
care in giving protection to the former 
class, During the months of May and 
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June (5th moon) of this year the row- 
a and desperate characters of Sze- 
an province raised disturbances and 
€stroyed the chapels situated in the 
‘Cluity of the eastern parade ground of 
ie city of Chéngtu. In the cities outside 
the Metropolitan prefecture of Chéngtu 
Pe €re were also mob disturbances, the sole 
i for which was the neglect of the 
pol authorities in exhorting at ordinary 
ree their people to preserve the peace. 
0 consequence of this, disturbances con- 
tinually “arose against. the missionaries 
8nd mob rule predominated. Morvover, 
When these did occur the  otticials 
also failed to mete out at once adequate 
Punishment upon the offenders. The 
€n Viceroy of Szechuan, Liu Ping-chang, 
Ms therefore been guilty of misdemeanours 
‘nd he deserves severe punishment for 
tem. According to the Menser Wu Kuang- 
Uei, the said Viceroy has been denounced 
or having paid no attention to the Chéng- 
4 riots from the commencement nor did he 
ake care to send trovps to overawe the 
Noters, In consequence of this rowdies 
and desperate characters in the provin- 
Slal capital of Szechuan and elsewhere 
Rathered in larger and larger numbers to 
Wreck the chapels everywhere in that 
Province, The said Viceroy has therefore 
tiled in his duties and has betrayed 
€ confidence reposed by us in him, 
®od in punishment thereof Liu Ping- 
chang is hereby cashiered and dismissed 
Srever from the public service. With 
Teference to the Taotais, prefects and 
thers who have also been guilty of not 
~ ng their duties, we hereby command Lu 
‘Uan-lin to find out the guilty ones and 
€nounce them to us for punishment. 
(2) Tuan Liang, Supervising Censor, etc., 
Complains of the want of discipline 
Amongst the chair-coolies and mafoos of 
he high Ministers of the Court during 
€ recent literary examinations. In 
Ugust Jast the driver of the carriage 
of the Chief Examiner of the Manchu- 
nese translators, Hui Chang, owing 
to the yamén ruuners belonging to the 
istrict magistrate of Tahsinghsien failing 
bribe him, got his confréres to capture 
€ runners and hold them to ransom. 
ven again, not long ago at the subsequent 
€Xaminations the chair-coolies belonging 
© the Chief Examiner Yii Té assem- 
bling in large numbers got hold of a lot 
_ Tice brought for the use of the 
Officers occupied at the examination halls, 
Mt the same time assaulting and attacking 
‘he officials who remonstrated with them, 
nia audacity of cart-drivers and chair- 
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coolies shows that their masters maintain 
lax discipline amongst their retainers. Hui 
Chang and Yi Té are therefore hand- 
ed over to the Boards for the deter- 
mination of penalties and they are com- 
manded also to severely punish the guilty 
amongst their followers. We further take 
this opportunity to enjoin upon our 
Ministers to keep their retainers and 
followers in strict discipline as any further 
breach of conduct will be severely followed 
by punishment upon all concerned. 

(3) The same Censor suggests that the 
money apportioned for the cleansing and 
repairs of the streets of the capital be 
placed at interest at the banks aud handed 
to the care of the various police magistrates, 
who should in the fu'ure be held responsible 
for this money, etc. Let the Board of 
Revenue report thereon. 


30th September. 
IMPERIAL DECRFES, 


(1) The Censor Tai En-p‘u wemorialises 
to the effect that regulations should be 
made to restrict the indiscriminate giving 
out of the rice atored withing the Imperial 
granaries of Peking and North ‘Tungchow, 
in order to prevent frauds, etc. Let the 
Board «f Revenue and the granary authori- 
ties report on the measures sugyested by 
the said Censor, and 

(2) With reference to another memorial 
by the same Censor on the same subject 
in connection with the millet and rice 
drawn by the authorities in charge of the 
Imperial Mews, let the first named Board 
report thereon, 

(3) Permission is granted the memorial 
of Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor .of Honan, to 
alloy Ku Heng, Director of the Office of 
Transmission, now on leave of absence at 
his home in Honan, to resign his post in 
order to enable the latter to wait upon 
and serve his aged parents. 


1st October. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


Huang Cho-yuan is appointed a sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat with 
the brevet button of a Vice-President of 
the Board of Rites. 


“RETRENCHMENT IN SZECHUAN, REDUCTION 
OF OFFICIAL ALLOWANCES, 


Lu Chuan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, pro- 
poses reducing the ofticial allowances in his 
province commencing from himself down 
to officers holding the 9th substantive 
rank, in order to inaugurate the move- 
ment of # general course of retrenchment 
throughout the Empire :— 
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‘ Tis. (5) With reference to the memorial of 
Viceroy. Sete veugereaemenenaeensentee 12,000 | P*‘y Lin requesting that an officer be se? 
Tartar-General -... ..-.3 12,000 | to inspect the repairs required to be madé 
Manchu Brigade-General . oS 3,200 at the Imperial Mausoleum at the pute 
Salt and Tea Tavtai ........... 18,000 Valley, let the Vice-Presid f the Boat 
Chengtu Taotai Sesh 12,000 ey, let the Vice-President of the : 
Chungking Taotai ... .... 0... 12,000 of Rites, Kang Yi, proceed on that duty- 
Yunping Tastai ww... 9,000 8rd October. 

Ch‘uan-pei Taotai ......... 0... 8,000 

Chiench‘ang Taotai .. 8,000 BAT EEI AL DECEBES: ac 
Chengtu Prefect......... 8,000 (1) With reference to the memorial ° 
Chunzking Prefect 8,000 | the Censor Yang Fu-chen, the other day 
T'ungehiian Prefect 7,000 | requesting the abolition of houses ? 


* Original allowance per anoumn, 
+ To be reduced to. 


The prefects of Hsiichou and Shuneh ‘ing, 
whose allowances per annum are Kiating 
Tls, 6,000, to be reduced to Tis. 5,000 ; the 
prefects of Paoning and Suiting whose 
allowances per annum are Tls. 5,000, to be 
reduced to Tls. 4.500. Including the rest 
of the prefectures, the sub-prefectures and 
district magistracies, of the province whose 
allowances are also corresponding reduced 
memorialist will be able to save to the 
Imperial exchequer a total sum, in this 
connection, of Ts. 41,621 per »nnum.— 
Kescript ; Note. 

2ud October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chen Ch‘ing-tsu, is appointed in- 
tendant of the Yungting Taotaiship of 
Chihli. 

(2) With reference to the report of 
Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, that 
owing to precautions taken by the ofti- 
cials concerned there was no overflowing 
of the Yungting river this autumn, it is 
evident that in addition to the carefulness 
of Wang Wén-shao and his subordinates 
the Gods have also given their prorecting 
care over the people of Chihli, and due 
acknowledgement thereof should be made 
by us towards the deities. We therefore 
command that au autograph tablet of our 
own be sent to Wang Wén-shao ,to be 
reverentially lining in the temple of the 
Dragon King newly built at Lukou Bridge. 
With reference to the rewards to be given 
to the officials connected with the con- 
servancy of the Yungting river the said 
Viceroy is commanded to select the most 
deserving of promotion and report their 
names to us. 

(3) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
tions. 

(4) Liu Ch‘i-hsiang (ex-Acting Taotai of 
Shanghai) who was examined by members 
of the Grand Council this morning is com- 
manded to be ready for presentation to us 
on the Sth instant. 


detention in the provinces owing to abuse 
by the yamén underlings, etc., we com 
manded the Board of Punishments to rep 
on the matter and the said Board no* 
says that houses of detention wet? 
originally established by the provincl™ 
Judges in order to provide places othe! 
wise than the regular prisons for witness® 
to suits sent to the provincial capitals fro® 
the prefectures and district magistracie® 
for trial by the proviucial Judges. With 
the lapse of time, however, numerov® 
abuses have crept into these institution 
and the inmates are now treated similarly 
tu the criminals themselves which shou 
by no means be permitted. Indeed, eve? 
district magistrates have come to usulP 
the privileges of the provincial Judge 
and have illegally built houses of 4 
tention attached to their yaméns als? 
(There is one in the native city of Shang’ 
hai also.—Transtator), which should bé 
at once abolished as contrary to law: 
We now command all the provincial high 
authorities of the empire to make a careful 
investigation into the charges of cruelty 
made by the said Censor in these institu’ 
tions and if it be found proven to severelY 
punish the offenders without mercy. 

(2) The Presidents of the Board of 
Punishments have presented a memorial 08 
behalf of Chang Heng-hsiang, a student 3F 
class secretary of the said Board, who desire 
to go to Kansu and join the army 3? 
the field fighting against the rebels, 4° 
there is no necessity for the said secretary 
to go to Kansu his request is disallowed. 


4th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

We are deeply grieved to learn of thé 
sudden death of Chang Hsii which occut 
red in the Governor's yamé of Shaps! 
He had been a loyal and_ energati? 
servant. Commencing from a board sect& 
tary, he was then a provincial prefect fro 
which he rose until he became thé 
Governor of Shansi. Let all the necessatY 
government grants and posthumous honeul 
usual in the case of a Governor who ha 


the loca) authorities be ordered to abolish 
at once their illeg:] houses of detention, 
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died in harness be accorded to the deceased 
&nd his family. 


E (2) In the memorial this morning of Liu 
n-p‘u, Director of the Ceremonial Court, 
® number of mistakes were made in the 
Tames of certain candidates for literary 
Snours, As this carelessness is inex- 
Cusable the said Director is hynded over to 
€ Boards for the determination of an 
Adequate penalty. : 
wo memorials, one by Wéng Tséng-kuei, 
Provincial Judge of Kiangsi, reporting 
at in consequence of the newly-appoint- 
td Treasurer of Kiangsi, Ch‘en Shih, 
being still with the army at Shanhaikusn, 
® had been appointed by the Governor 
sing acting Treasurer, whose seals 
e had taken over on the of 15th September 
St, and a memorial by Yi K‘un, Salt 
Ommissioner of the same province, re- 
Porting his taking over the seals of the 
Provincial Judge, vice Wéng Tséng-kuei, 

€mporarily promoted as above. 

5th October. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 
His Majesty granted audience this 
Morning in the Grand Council Chamber 
Yuan Féng-lin, Treasurer-designate of 

Shansi (formerly Anhui Judge). 

COURT CIRCULAR, 
After the transaclion of State business, 
e Emperor will proceed to Eho Park 
alace to visit H.I.M. the Empress 
owager, after which his Majesty will 
return the same afternoon to Peking. 


6th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Ying Ch‘i is appointed Vice-Director of 
the Office of Transmission. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 
Sung Lin, Civil Governor-designate of 
oukden (ex-Judge of Shantung), was 
teceived in audience by his Majesty in the 
Tand Council Chamber, this morning, and 
8tanted permission to proceed to his post. 
The whole «f to-day's Guzette is occupied 
With the memorial of Sung Kuei, Manchu 
resident of the Board of Punishments, 
and his colleagues, reporting upon the 
Tequest. of the Censor Yang Fu-chen to 
4bolish the houses of detention throughout 
e empire owing to the innumerable abuses 
that have crept into the system, culminating 
in the encroachment of the local authorities 
Upon ths prerogatives of the Provincial 
Judges who alone had aright to have such 
institutions attached to their yaméns. The 
Tesult. of the deliberations of the above 
card amounts to the recommendation that 


but their retention by the Provincial 
Judges. Vide Guzette translations of the 
8rd instant. 
7th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor Ch‘en Ch‘i-chang recommending 
the establishment of set rules for those who 
purchase the right to hoid posts in the 
Board of Revenue, let the said Board report 
thereon. 

(2) Ch‘ing Li, Military Governor of Jého, 
petitions that although his sick leave has 
expired, he finds himself stillan invalid and 
therefore prays to be allowed to resign his 
post, etc. His prayer is granted and he 
in allowed to retire to his Banner Reserva- 
tion to seek restoration of health. 

(3) We are grieved to hear of the death 
of Ch‘ing Yii, late Tartar General of Foo- 
chow. Upon a reference to his official 
record we find that he began his career as 
a secretary in the Inner Cabinet (Privy 
Council), and was then promoted to a 
secretaryship in the Grand Council. After a 
term as prefect in the provinces the deceased 
officer became Civil Governor of Moukden, 
and amongst other posts held by him were 
those of Provincial Judge, Treasurer, Go- 
vernor, Director-General of the Grand 
Canal, Tartar-General of Féngtien, and 
Military Governor of Jého. From the 
last numed post Ch‘ing Yii was transferred 
to the Tartar-Generalship of Foochow and 
he has died while holding this oftice. It 
will thus be seen that he has had a busy 
life as a servant of the State and deserves 
full recognition at our hands. We therefore 
command that the full honours accorded 
to the rank of a Tartar-General be observed 
in making the Imperial grants, etc., and 
all official misdemeanours be erased from 
the records. Permission is also granted 
to bring Ch‘ing Yi’s remains up to 
Peking from Fvochow and tho local and 
provincia! authorities en route are com- 
manded to render all assistance to those 
in charge of the funeral cortége. We also 
grant permission for the cottin of the 
deceased to enter Peking where the final 
obsequies may be held. With reference to 
the deceased ofiicial’s progeny, let his 
second son K‘un How, who is now a 
bitkeshi (scribe) in the Board of Civil 
Appointments, be promoted to the rank of 
an under-secretary of any one of the Six 
Boards, and let his second grandson, now 
a mivor, be brought for an audience before 
us as soon as he shall have entered man’s 
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estate. In this way we desire to show our 
respect for a loyal servant who has died in 
the service of the State, by advancing the 
position of his descendants. 

(4) Hu Pting-chih, Governor-designate 
of Shensi, is hereby transferred to the Go- 
vernorship of Shausi vice Ch‘ang Hsii, de- 
ceased, and Wei Kuang-tao, Governor-elect 
of Yunnan, is transferred to Shensi instead. 
With reference to the Governorship of 
Yunnan vacated by Wei Kuang-tao, let 
Huang Huai-sen, Treasurer of the said 
province, be promoted to that post. 

(5) With reference to the robbers 
captured by the Peking Gendarmerie 
with arms in their hands, Jet them be 
handed over tothe Board. of Punishments 
for trial and let those of the gang who are 
still at large be captured without delay. 


8th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Yu Chih-k‘ai is appointed Treasurer of 
Kuanysi. 
No papers of interest. 


9th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Censor Kuan T‘ing-hsien recom- 
mends that immediate attention be paid to 
the colonisation of the spare territory in 
the three Eastern Provinces (Féngtien, 
Kirin, and Heilungchiang, al-o called ‘Tsi- 
tsihar, the capital city of that province— 
Translator) and that regulations be made 
for the proper administration of these 
districts, now occupied here and there by 
squatters, etc. Let the Board of Revenue 
report thereon. 


10th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) With regard to the denunciatory 
memorial of Li Ping-heng, Governor of 
Shantung, in which Chen Sheng-wu, 
lately deceased, gaolwarden of the district 
magistracy of Ch'iifuhsien, Shantung, had 
been culpable for having allowed the es- 
cape from prison of a condemned criminal 
lying under sentence of decapitation, let 
the deceased ofticial’s rank be taken away as 
usual and let the said Governor arrest the 
rest of the gaolers connected with the case 
and try them personally to see whether 
bribery had been used to buy the escapa 
of the prison-breaker. As for the plea of 
the magistrate of the said district that he 
was absent on official business at the time 
of the escape, his conduct shall be allowed 
to pass unquestioned on this occasion. 
Furthermore let strict search be made 
throughout the province for the escaped 
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criminal Li Ch‘eng kai, so that swift 
punishment may be meted out to him for 
his double crime. 

(2) Chin Ch‘ang is appointed Inspector 
to examiue all persons entering within the 
walls surrouuding the Three Lakes. 


EXTRAORDINARY CONTRIBUTION FOR THE 
MILITARY EXPENSES OF KANSU. 


Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, 
reports that when he received the decre® 
of the 20th of August last commanding 
him to arrange with the mercantile classes 
of Szech‘uan for a war loan of Ts. 128,000 
with interest, in order to contribute towards 
the expenses of the troops now engaged in 
suppressing the rebellion in Kansu, the 
meworialist immediately set to work with 
the Treasurer, and had succeeded in only 
obtaining Ts. 4,000 of this loan whe» 
it was found that owing to the urgent nee 
of funds in Kansu it w-s impossible 
wait for the loan contributions to come in- 
The Treasurer, therefore, has advanced the 
Tls. 128,000 needed from the provincia 
treasury, without waiting for the propose 
loan, and has already, lst September, hande 
the money to the Hsieh-tung-hsing Bank 
for transmission to Kansu, the date © 
arrival of the said sum at Lanchou, the 
capital, to be not later than 28th of October 
on which date the money is to be hande 
to the Treasurer of Kansu.—Reseript ; Let 
the Board of Revenue take note. 


11th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The other day Pien Pao-chuan, 
Vicersy of Min-Ché, denounced Yang Ju- 
yi, ani expectant Taotai of Fukien, report: 
ing the latter for having pocketed the pay 
of his soldiers and keeping back some 0 
the arms and ammunition upon being 
ordered to disband his battalions. For 
this we ordered the said Taotai to be 
eashiered. Pien Pao-chuan now once 
more denounces the said Taotai for many 
grave misdemenours of which he had bee 
guilty while in command of his troops and 
on the occasion of their disbandment & 
serious mutiny was at one time imminent- 
Such conduct deserves more than eimply 
being cashiered and we therefore ordef 
that Yang Ju-yi be dismissed for ever from 
the public service. 

(2) Chang Yu is appointed prefect of 
Hanchunefu, Shensi. 

(3) Wang Wén-shao reports in a memorial 
that the multifarious duties in connection 
with the Peiyang Administration require 
a full complement of reliable officers, both 
civil and military, and he therefore pray 
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to be allowed to transfer the following 
Officers to Tientsin, namely, Wéng Shou- 
len, expectant Taotai of Yunnan ; Chang 

Ung-shun, expectant Taotai of Hunan, 
(both fellow provincials of the Viceroy 

A0g.—7'ransiator) ; T's0 Hsiao-tung (late 

Iceroy Tso’s grandson) and Siin Pao-ch‘i, 
Unattached expectant Taotais ; Han Ts‘ien- 
n, expectant prefect of Yiinnan; and 
tinnan expectant magistrate Ch‘en 
The military officers are Huang 
peeng-hsiang, expectant Colonel of Yiinnan; 

eh Ch‘ang-ch‘ing, a Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sommanding the Right Battalion of the 
Naval brigade attached to the Haimén, 

ekiang, Brigadier-General’s Command ; 
Kung Sien-ti, expectant Lieutenant-Colonel 
* Hupeh; and Li Hung-ping, expectant 

Itst Captain of Hunan. The above are 

erefore ordered upon receipt of this 

€cree to present themselves before Wang 
"8n-shao for duty and retention for service 
in the Peiyang. If any of the above shall 
&ve shown extra ability and energy in the 
discharge of their duties, Wang Wén-shao 
Shall be allowed to report their names to us 
°r special rewards. The Boards of Civil 
‘ Ppointments and of War are commanded 

ereby to take note. 

SEVERE CHARGES! THE KAOCHGU 
INSURRECTION, 

Yang Yi, President of the Court of 
Censors, denounces Li Chih-fan, acting 
Magistrate of Wuch‘uanhsien, Kaochou 
Prefecture, Kuangtung, for incapacity, ava- 
Tee, and wilfully permitting the Kaochou 
Nsurgents to ravage the district under his 
Wrisdiction, and prays on behalf of the 
People of Kuangtung that the Viceroy and 

©vernor thereof be instructed to use 

elr best efforts to capture the insurgent 
°r brigand chief concerned and that the 
culpable magistrate Li Chih-fan be cashier- 
®d for his incapacity. The memorialist 
States that last year when Li Han-chang 
Was Viceroy of the Two Kuangs he report- 
®d to the Throne the existence of insurgents 
at Kaochou and his account of their doings 
roincided with what memorialist himself 
‘ad received from his home in Kuangtung. 

§ time advanced, owing to the incapacity 
And avarice of the magistrate Li Chih-fan, 

® chief of the insurgents, one P‘ang-lai- 

4-wei, became bolder and bolder in his 
®Xcursions into Wuch‘uanhsien and last 

Sar alone there were no leas than 

“everal tens of robberies of households 
nd mercantile goods. When the people 

Stitioned the magistrate, Li, about these 
Obberies, he took no notice of them, but 
8© panic-stricken was he that frequently 


he ordered the gates of his city to be 
closed even in broad daylight. A wealthy 
licentiate : living in the suburb named 
Huang, then headed a petition to the 
magistrate asking him to grant protection, 
but owing to the former’s wealth, the 
averice of the magistrate was tempted and 
he tried to accuse the said licentiate of 
trying to harm innocent people, and 
make him buy himself off. The insurgent 
chief learning of this and relying on 
the magistrate’s intentions towards the 
licentiate made several attacks upon 
the village of the latter who on account 
of the magistrate’s indifference was thus 
compelled to raise. ‘‘ braves” for his 
own protection. In October of last 
year a nephew of the insurgent chief P‘ang 
was captured by the licentiate’s men who 
handed the prisoner over to the magistrate 
and then it was only when the insurgent 
chief came with a atrong force to the 
licentiate’s village to re-take his nephew 
and burned a number of houses and did a 
lot of damage that the magistrate fearing 
for himself deigned to lead personally a 
force of ‘‘ braves" to oppose the insurgents 
who were ultimately defeated. But this 
gave the magistrate the oppurtunity to 
extort money varying from a4 hundred 
dollars up to a thousand from each well-to- 
do family of the village in order tofbuy 
themselves off from the charge of secret con- 
nection with the rebels. After the magis- 
trate and his troops had obtained their fill 
of the peaceable villagers, they returned to 
the city of Wuch‘uanhsien, but the rebel 
chief came again to take revenge. The 
licentiate and most of his family had by 
chance gone to the city to live leaving a 
man and a woman servant in charge. 
These two were murdered by the insur- 
gents. All such conduct deserves in 
memorialist’s mind the instant degrada- 
tion and dismissal from office of the cul- 
pable magistrate.—Rescript: Noted. 


12th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial "of 
Yang Yi, President of the Court of Cen- 
sors, denouncing in severe terms the mag. 
istrate Li Chih-fan, acting chehsien of Wu- 
chuanhsien, Kaochou prefecture, Kuang- 
tung, as being mainly responsible for the 
disturbed state of affairs in that district, 
we immediately instructed T'an Chung- 
lin, Viceroy, and Ma Pei-yao, Governor, 
of Kuangtung, to investigate into the truth 
of the said Censor’s allegations. Their 
report is now before us in which it is stated 
that Li Chih-fan, the accused Magistrate, 
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cannot well be said to have encouraged 
the insurgents, on the contrary, he had 
repeatedly promised high rewards for the 
capture of the insurgent chief iu question, 
but was unsuccessful in effecting his 
capture. Although the. main charges 
against the accused have not been proved, 
yet he cannot escape from the charge of 
an effete organisation of police, whereby 
the bandits (insurgents) were euabled to 
make considerable headway which ne- 
cessitated the employment of troops. The 
accused magistrate is therefore removed 
_from office, but he is to undertake the 
capture of the itisurgent chief to redeem 
his errors. The said metmorialists also 
report on the result of their investiga- 
tion into another charge made by Censors 
in which Wang Cheng-yen, the magistrate 
of Tienpehsien, has been charged with 
accepting bribes and facilitating the escape 
of a number of brigands incarcerated in 
his gaol. The charges, report the memo- 
rialists, have not been proved, but at the 
same tinie the accused magistrate has been 
found guil'y of incapacity. He is there- 
fore hereby cashiered aud dismissed the 
public service. ; 

(2) Ts‘a Yung is appointed assistant 
Censor of the Metropolitan Circuit 

_ (3) The Commander of the Gendarmerie 

reports the capture of a number of bandits 
who had been infesting the Metropolitan 
Prefecture. The prisoners are to be turned 
over at once to the Board of Punishments 
for trial and puvishment according to law. 
. (4) Asin Lin is appointed Inspector of 
the affairs of the Hanchiin White Banner 
Reservation. 

No papers of interest. 

13th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yii Lu, Tartar-General of Féngtien, is 
transferred to the Tartar-Generalship of 
Foochow vice Ch‘ing Yii, deceased, and 
E-k‘o-tang-4 is appointed to Moukden to 
take Yii Lu's place there. 

_ (2) Shou Ying is appointed Military 
Governor of Jahé vice Chung Li, retired 
On account of sickness. 

’ (3) Kang Yi reports that he has been to 
the Imperial Mausolea in the Putu valley 
eantere mausolea and examined the por- 
iona neceasary for repairs to be made. Let 
Hsii T‘ung and Chin Sing now go to the 
same ‘place and estimate the cost of thése 
tepairs. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. | 

Chao Erh-hsiien, Provincial Judge- 

designate of Anhui, reported his arrival xt 


Peking and had hie first audience of Hié 
Majesty this morning in the Grand Coun¢ 
Chamber. 

14th October. 


INPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Appointing a number of Manclius t? 
expectant otlicial positions in the metro 
politan and provincial administrations. 


(2) Ju K6 is appointed Pulice Censor of 
the Southern ‘‘ City” of Peking. 

(3) Ta Ch‘iin, a gioro or member of thé 
collateral branch of the Imperial Clan, 38 
appointed Police Censor of the Norther? 
“ City.” 

PUNISHMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

SZECHUAN RIOLS. 

(4) Owing to the connected outbreaks of 
the Szechuan inobs against the missionaries 
and the destruction of theic chapels, ete.» 
w- had already issued a decree most 
severely punishing the culpable ex- Viceroy 
Liu Ping-chang for his inability to keep 
order in his government. We are now 14 
receipt of a joint memorial from our Im- 
perial High Commissioner, Liao Shou-héng 
(Vice-President ot the Board of Civil 
Appvintmerts) and Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy 
of Szechuan, reporting that they have 
made a strict investigation into the riots 
and have arrested one Wang Jui-tung a0 
twen'y-two others connected therewith. 
this number six of the most guilty wer? 
summarily decapitated and the remaining 
seventeen were either sentenced to banish- 
ment, cingue, or the bamboo, which shoul 
be severe enough to vindicate the law an 
serve as @ warning for the future. With 
reference to the local officials culpable fot 
negect of duty in the matter, the following 
have already been denounced and remove 
from office, viz:—Chou Féng-tsao, depart- 
ment magistrate of Kungchow ; Shén Hsing, 
acting magistrate of Tayihsien ; Hou Yaat- 
liang, acting magistrate of Mienninghsieps 
and Lieh Ping and Fan Heian, district 
magistrates of Hsintsin and Chiihsied- 
Punishments are hereby accorded to thé 
other delinquent officials, namely, ChoU 
Chen-chiuny, expectant Taotai, to be re 
moved from hia post of Paochia (Pulic? 
Commissioner of Chongtu) and hand 
over to ‘the Board of Civil Appoint: 
ments for the determination of an adequate 
penalty ; while Tang Cheng-lieh, actin’ 
prefect of Chéngtu; Huan Tao-yungs 
Magistrate of Huayanghsien and acting 
magistrate of Chengtuhsien; Haian Tze: 
acting. major of the Chéngtu garrison ; 
Hung Tsu-nien, magistrate of LoshanhsieD; 
and Hung Chen-lieh, acting lieutenant ° 
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the Loshanhsien garrison, are all to be also 
handed over to the Board for adequate 
Penalties. Now as Szechuan is dotted over 
Missionary chapels, La Ch‘uan-lin is 
ereby exhorted to use his best efforts to 
Preserve the peace and grant complete 
Protection to them, nor shall he be per- 
Nitted to allow such things to occur again. 
® is also to send stringent orders to his 
Subordinates, the local authorities, to ex- 
ort their people in strong language to 
Maintain goodwill and harmony between 
® converts and non-converts, thereby 
assisting the government in their aim to 
Preserve the peace throughout the country. 


. 15th October. 
TRANSFORMING AN INFANTRY BATTALION 
INTO AN ARTILLERY CORPS. 

Sung Fan, Governor of Yunnan and 
acting Viceroy of the Yun-Kuei provinces, 
Teports that in the whole province of Yun- 
tan there are only two companies of field 
artillery, one company being established 
at Méngtze and the other at Talifu (the 
Stronghold of Yunnan Mahornmedanism— 
‘ranslato:), As this corps is manifestly 
Madequate for the needs of the province 

any serious disturbance should happen, 
Memoriali-t, after mature thought, has hit 
Upon a plan by which this arm of the 
8ervice could be efficiently strengthened 
Without adding to the expenses of the 
Provincial government already hard put 

it through the curtailment of the Im- 
Perial subsidies caused through the recent 
War, There are now in the provincial 
Sapital of Yunnan a large number of 

eld pieces (ranging from brass muzzle- 
Oading pieces made some eighty years 
8g0 up to some of Krupp’s best make 
Sent down after the war with France— 

ranslator), and these, memorialist proposes 
hand over to the middle battalion of the 
hienwei Brigade of foreign-drilled troops. 
his battalion musters 500 men and to 
every ten men will be given one field piece 
and able drill masters detailed to instruct 
em in the art of manipulating these 
estructive and important engines of war. 
Zhe new artillery battalion will be stationed 
n Yunnanfu under the immediate control 
f memoriulist who proposes to inspect the 
Corps personally every now and then, to 
Satisfy himself that the instruction and 
rget practices have not been neglected 
8nd the efficiency of the corps thereby 
paired. There will be no extra pay nor 
Mcidentals required for the new artillery 
ttwlion, and thus Yunnan province will 
ave « good and reliable artillery corps to 
®pend upon in times of emergency with- 
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out having been put to any serious outlay. 
His Majesty’s approval is requested and 
that the change be ordered to be recorded 
in the books of the Board of War. —Re- 
script: Let the Board concerned take note, 


USEFULNESS OF TIENTSIN MILITARY ACADEMY 
GRADUATES, ; 

Ch‘ang Shiin, Taotai-General of Kirin, 
commanding the Kirin Contingent during 
the late war in Féngtien, states that in 
February last when in the field opposing 
the enemy in Féngtien, although his con- 
tingent was well provided with modern 
Krupp guns, the ignorance of his men 
precluded any satisfactory results which 
could be expected from field and mountain 
guns of the above make. In this dilemma 
memorialist telegraphed at the time to the 
then High Commissioner «f the Peiyang, 
the ex-Viceroy Li Hung-chang, to send 
him at once qualified instructors of 
artillery to drill his battalions. Three 
artillery officers, recent graduates of the 
Tientsin Military Academy, namely, Wu 
Hsin-yun, Hsii Ching-jén, and Hsi Chen- 
ch‘ang, were at once detached for ser- 
vice with memorialist’s corps, and under 
their energetic and scientific instruction 
the field artillery corps of the Kirin 
Contingent was able to give a good 
account of itself in the subsequent engage- 
Mente with the enemy. Owing to the 
declaration of peace and the subsequent 
order to disband all superfluous regiments 
in Féngtien the memorialist has been com- 
pelled to disband his artillery battalions 
(levied for the occasion) also; but he has 
to acknowledge the usefulness of the three 
artillery officers from the Tientsin Academy 
and so he begs to be allowed to take them 
back with him to Kirin where he proposes 
te take advantage of their knowledge to 
raise the local troops of Kirin to a better 
scale of efficiency than formerly. The pay 
of the three young officers will be provided 
from the provincial exchequer.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

16th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘en Chao-wen is transferred to be 
Senior sub-Tutor of the Supervisorate of 
Instruction of the Heir-Apparent, and Li 
Fa-tsao, Junior sub-Tutor. 

(2) The Censor Hsi Lin complains of the 
delay, with intent to extort money, now 
in vogue at the Mongolian Superinten- 
dency, whenever s Mongol Prince, Duke, 
or Jassack (noble) dies and his lineal 
descendant applies to be recognised as the 
heir, and prays that an edict be issued 
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commanding the said Superintendency to 
adhere strictly to the rules and regulations 
laid down by law governing such cases, the 
tendency at present being to try to avoid 
them, etc., We therefore specially enjoin 
this Board to keep strictly to the letter 
of the law and recommend without un- 
necessary delay for our approval, the legal 
successor of any Prinee, Duke or noble of 
the Mongol Leagues whose demise might 
be reported to the said Superintendency. 
The said Superintendency is further com- 
manded to make no delay in tracing ‘out 
the legal heir of the noble commanding the 
Eastern Banner of the Kharasin Tribe 
belonging to the Choset‘u League or Con- 
federacy of Mongols. 

(3) Appointing a number of expectants 
for the office of Secretaries to the Grand 
Council. 

17th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the memorial of Shen 
En-chia, Vice President of the Imperial 
Clan Court, stating that although his sick 
leave of absence has expired, his maladies 
still remain the same, his request is granted 
and he is allowed to resign his post. 

A SECOND CAPTAIN CASHIERED FOR 
GAMBLING. : 

Liu K‘un-yi, Vicery (de jure) of the 
Liangking, Imperial High Commissioner 
and Generalissimo of the Imperial Armies 
within and without the Great Wall, reports 
that he is in receipt of a petition from 
Ch‘en Shih (Provincial Judge of Kiangsu 
at the time of the outbreak of war with 
Japan, last year. He resigned his-post in 
order to lead a brigade of Hunan levies 
against the Japanese. Translator) com- 
manding a Hunan Brigade at Shanhaikuan 
and Treasurer-designate of Kiangsi, to the 
effect that an aide-de-camp, the Second 
Captain Siao Yuan-sheng, had been 
found guilty of establishing a gam- 
bling house in the neighbourhood of 
the military barracks, and that an ex- 
ample ought to be made of the delin- 
quent officer, etc. As this conduct is 
a decided breach of discipline calculated 
to do great harm to the soldiers around, 
memorialist requests that the said aide- 
de-camp be forthwith cashiered and 
dismissed the service. As regards the said 
officer’s coadjutor in this gambling busi- 
ness, one Li Fang-t‘ai also a Second 
Captain, on leave of absence from his corps, 
memorialist requests that the same punish- 
ment be meted out to him and that he 
be forcibly deported back to his native 


province of Hunan, as a warning to others. 
—Rescript: Let the Board o; War take 
note, 

18th October. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


His Majesty granted audience this mor? 
ing in the Wénhua Throue hall, to O.E- 


Cologan Bee) the new Spanish 


Minister who took the opportunity t? 
present his credentials. 

No papers of interest. 

19th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘u Ch‘eng-po is appointed Super: 
vising Censor and Keeper of the Seals of 
the Board of Rites. 

(2) En Tsé, Tartar-General of Heilung- 
chiang, denounces Yung Sheng, a military 
hereditary noble of the 8th class, wh? 
had charge of the escort while taking 
criminal condemned to strangulation from 
the capital, Tsitsihar, to the place of his 
crime. Through carelessness the con- 
demned was allowed to effect his escape e 
route, and the said officer is requested t0 
be handed over to the Boards for determina- 
tion of a penalty. The request is grante 
and the delinquent officer is to be given ® 
certain period of time to effect the capture 
of the escaped criminal, Chang Yung- 
shing alias Chang Ming-hsing. 

(3) The Censor Wu-erh-ch‘ing-ngeh com- 
plains of the lawless conduct of the sedan 
chair bearers and mafoos of the high Min- 
isters of State who take every oppurtunity 
to create disorders and disturbances, trust- 
ing in their large numberstodoso. Nowit 
was only a short time ago that the Censor 
Tuan Liang complained of the samé 
thing about Yi ‘Té’s and Hui Chang’s 
mafoos and chair coolies who forcibly took 
away the rice brought for the use of the 
examiners and staff at the Metropolitan 
Examinations recently, and used violence 
in doing so. We then ordered the said 
Ministers to severely punish their retainers 
as a warning to others. How is it then 
that we find the same lawlessness recurring 
so soon after, and, if the Censor’s story 
is true, that such audacity should exist 
before the ink is dry on our last de- 
cree? This is really preposterous! We 
therefore warn our Ministers once more 
to exercise: stricter control over their 
retainers under pain of our severe disples- 
sure, and we furthermore command the 
gendarmerie, and the police censors of the 
various cities of the metropolis to arrest 
at once any disorderly retainer of the 
Court Ministers and hand him or them over 


Ocr- 19-21: 


137: 


m8 


Without further reference at once for trial . 


€ Board of Punishments. 

(4) The same Censor has denounced the 
Fanary officials fur trying to defraud the 
peeing soldiers’ of their rice! allowances. 
© stated that at- the Féngyi granary 
of 2 the day arrived for the. soldiers 
; the middle battalion to receive their 
"ee allowance the- officials at the said 
Stinary made’ various pretexts in delaying 
0 so with intent to defraud the soldiers 
f their tights.. Then we commanded the 

ard of Revenue to investigate and they 

4ve found that no rice was distributed to 
© soldiers on the day in question although 
Re granary people reported to the said 
\oard that this had been done by them. 
: ow we want to know, allowing the as- 
prions of the granary officials to be true, 
the soldiers did ‘not get their rice, 
sac, Was it then that‘got+the rice in- 
tead'of the proper recipients? The said 

Sngor points out a granary official named 
h _ Chin-san alias Liu Ch‘i-shan, as 
aving been in the main the principal 

‘ef'in such matters. We now command 
6 granary censors to: act in connection 
sith’ the gendarmerie officials to exert 
\eir utmost to find out the culprits con- 
®rned in this fraudulent receiving of the 
‘Oldiers’ rice allowances and also call upon 
hae, Residents of the Imperial granaries to 
aid over the said Liu Ch‘i-shan for trial 
Nd punishment according to his deserts. 


‘20th October. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


Q) Ch‘en Pao-chen, Treasurer of Chihli 
‘Nd Governor-designate of Hunan, ‘is 
“tected to proceed at once to his new 
Post without following the precedent of 
*oming to Peking for audience and verbal 
structiona from us, and upon handing 
“ver the seals of the Hunan Governor- 
thip to Chen Pao-chen; Wu Ta-chéng is 
Prdered to return at once to his own home 

ere being no necessity for the latter to 
*ome up for an audience with us. 

(2) P-u Ku is appointed Vice-President 
°f the Moukden Board of War, Féngtien. 
(3) Yii T8 is appointed (in addition to 
rie other posts) Captain-General of the 

‘rdered Yellow Hanchun Banner. 

(4) The Grand Secretary Ngeh-la-ho-pu 
Rtitioris 10 be allowed to resign his post 
is although his leave of absence has expired 
"8 maladies are atill the same, etc. Ngeh- 
‘ho-pu is given another two months 
leave of absence there being uo necessity 
fr ‘resigning his post.. . 


(5) Yesterday a woman belonging to the, 
commonalty, named Hsii Liu-shih, pre- 
sented a petition to us in person; the 
Board of Punisliments is hereby ordered 
to take over the case and make a strict 
investigation into the matter. 

THE GREAT FIRE AT NGOCHOU. 

A postscript memorial by Chang Lien- 
kuei, Governor of Kuangsi, reporting the 
great fire at Ngochou which occurred on 
the 3rd of September last. Ngochou lies 
on the'great highway between Canton and 
the southern provincial market towns and 
cities and on account of: the situation 


of that city has always been a great 
commetcial centre with a very large 
population. On the above date in the 


afternoon at about one o’clock a hemp shop 
in Chinfang strdet, outside the little south 
gate of the city, accidentally got ablaze, 
and owing to the combustible nature of the 
contents of the shop and the bamboo and 
light wood structure of the houses in the 
neighbourhood a great conflagration was 
soon in progress, and aided by a high wind 
the sparks fell far and wide setting fire to 
the houses opposite the river as tell as 
the junks lying alongside the river banks. 
For a long time the fire resisted all the 
efforts of the various fire brigades and 
soldiery to extinguish it, and it was not 
until nearly seyen o’clock in the evening 
that they were able to control the flames 
and gradually extinguishthem. The losses 
incurred thereby were a salt smugglers’ 
suppression office, over 2,000 houses, a salt 
excise gunboat, sixteen trading junks of 
various sizes and over forty lives of human 
beings. The prefect of Ngochou and his 
subordinates at once set to work to issue 
relief to the distressed families and to 
help in burying the corpses, while the cul- 
prit at whose house the fire began has been 
arrested and will be punished according to 
law. As the above conflagration is a 
calamity to the province memorialist con- 
siders it his duty to report the matter to 
the Throne while at the same time he has 
issued orders to give full relief to all that 
wanted aid from government.—Rescript : 
Let proper relief be granted the sufferers and 
let no one be forced by want of it to wander 
to other places in search of help, 


21st October. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a large number of ex- 
pectant officials to the various provincial 
administrations. 7 

(2) Ying Ch‘ang, the unattached ex. 
pectant Taotai, who was examined by the 
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Prince and Ministers of the Grand Council 
this morning, is commanded to be prepared 
for an Imperial audience at a later hour 
to-day. 

(8 and 4) Appointing a number of 
Proctors to the military Chinshih exami- 
nations. 

(6) Wén Po, Police Censor of the Eastern 
City, and his colleagues have memorialised 
us praying for a grant of rice for the 
Refuge. in that portion of the capital, 
stating that the interest accruing from the 
charity fund placed in the banks and 
pawnshops -is. now insufficient for the 
needs of the Refuge owing to the unprece- 
dentedly great number of poor people who 
have joined it of late. As a mark of 
special Imperial grace we hereby command 
that an annual grant of 300 piculs of rice 
be .made to the said Refuge from the 
Imperial granaries for distribution to our 
poor subjects. 

(6) Chang Lien-kuei, Governor of Kuang- 
si, reports the suppression of the. insur- 
gents belonging to the districts of Wu- 
-hsiienhsien and Laipinghsien in Kuangsi 
and recommends for promotion the de- 
serving officers who distinguished them- 
selves in bringing about the pacification of 
the disaffected districts. It appeared that 
the chief insurgent was a man named Wei 
Lao-8n who began operations by raiding 
the villages and towns of Wuhsiienhsien 
and by his influence over the bandit chief 
Ch‘en Yuan-siang in Laipinghsien put that 
district also in a state of ferment. The 
two insurgent chiefs then formed a 
junction and occupying some fortified 
villages in Laipinghsien sent raiding 
expeditions into the unprotected towns 
and villages. of the two districts abuve- 
named. Governor Chang then appoint- 
ed the Prefect Liang Ting-chan to 
act in conjunction with the military 
forces sent for the purpose, and an 
attack was then made on the fortified 
insurgent villages. This was in the summer 
of this. year. After various encounters 
with the insurgents, their chief, Wei Lao- 
én, and a number of his adherents were 
captured, tried by military tribunal and 
summarily decapitated, and terror inspired 
in the breasts of the rest who have since 
scattered and broken up their armed organ- 
isation. The disturbed districts have ac- 
cordingly been ‘‘ pacified ” and quiet reigns 
again in them. As the work noted above 
has been promptly and speedily done by 
the said prefect and his civil and military 
colleaguea, the former is to be made a 
Taotai as soon as he shall have filled his 
term of substantive prefect, otc. (Then 


come the names of a number of civil and 
military officials who are promoted each 
a step in rank.—Translator.) 

(7) Shou Ying, the Military Governor- 
designate of Jého, is commanded to pro- 
ceed at once to his post, he being excuse 
from coming to Peklug for an audience, 
and Ch‘ung Li must wait at Jého until his 
successor arrives, after which he will the? 
be allowed to return to his Banner Reset’ 
vation to recruit his health. 

(8) T’an Chi-hsiin, Governor of Hupeb 
and acting Viceroy of Hukuang, reports 
the sudden death of Sieh Jui-yii, Brigadier’ 
General of Kuachou, Kiangsu, and at the 
time of his demise acting Brigadier-Genera 
of Hanyang, Hupeh. Looking at the re 
cords of the deceased General we find that 
he began his career as a protégé of the 
late Péng Yii-lin, Admiral of the Yangtze, 
and was then under the late Viceroy 
Yang Yo-pin under whom he served with 
distinction in the Taiping rebellion. We 
are sincerely sorry to learn of the death of 
this distinguished officer, and command, 3$ 
a mark of our appreciation of his services; 
that the usual honours and government 
grant be made fitting for an officer of his 
rank and also that his military deeds bé 
recorded in the dynastic history. As a fur’ 
ther mark of grace we also command that 
his name be placed in the memorial temples 
dedicated to the late Péng Yii-lin in the 
provinces of Hunanand Anhui. The Board 
of Rites and the Historiographer’s Office 
are commanded to take note of this. 


22nd October. 


IMPERIAL .DECREE. 


Kuei Hsien (Manchu) is appointed Junior 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial Worship: 


SENTENCE ON A MATRICIDE. 

Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung; 
reports a case of a man murdering in col 
blood his adopted mother and the sentenc® 
of death by the lingering process (, lingch‘ih) 
pronounced upon the matricide. The cas? 
was first reported to memorialist by Li Chin- 
hsin, acting magistrate of Huanghsien, 
Shantung, from which it appeared that the 
murderer whose name was Chang Té was 
really the nephew of the murdere 
woman, Chang Chia-shih, When Chang 
Chia-shih’s husband died, there was n0 
issue to the union and so as her husband's 
younger brother (the murderer’s father) 
had several sons, of whom the murdere? 
was the eldest, the usual custom of adoption 
was followed and Chang Té became the 
son of the murdered woman. There wer? 
twenty odd mow of wheat land left to the 
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deceased woman by her husband, and 
Chang Té upon being adopted cultivated 
this land, the arrangement being that he 
Bave one-half of the harvests to his 
adopted mother, keeping the other half 
or the support of himself and his family. 
At first there was perfect harmony in 
the family ; but gradually mother and son 
ecame for reasons unknown estranged 
from each other so that eventually Chang 
was compelled to move his family from 
the roof of his adopted mother, although 
the task of tilling the property was still 
undertaken by the former. But with 
Separation Chang Té took advantage of 
the situation to keep the greater part of 
‘his harvesting when he should have made 
an equal division with his adopted mother. 
@ thus became so dissatisfied with the 
avarice and dishonesty of her adopted son 
as to take away the cultivation of the land 
from him and hand it over to her own 
rother, Chia Tien-cheng, to take charge 
“f, appointing only five mow of indifferent 
and to Chang Té to cultivate for his own 
Subsistence. Succeeding harvests showed 
that the share of the property was ineutti- 
cient to supply the wants of Chang Téanda 
gtowing family and this 80 rankled 
in the heart of the man that he deter- 
mined to murder his adopted mother in 
order to revenge himself on her. The 
deed was accelerated by an unfortunate 
cmtretenps. Just about that time 
Chang Té’s youngest child being ill, the 
adopted mother being naturally anxious 
for her grandchild, bought physic to Chang 
@’s house and administered it to the 
Sick child. The result was unfortunate, 
for the child died almost immediately 
afterwards, leading Chang Té to suspect 
that his adopted mother had poisoned his 
child. The man then engaged two beggars 
hamed Li Chieh and Wang Chih to assist 
im in compassing the murder of Chang 
Chia-shih, promising them money if they 
Managed to help him to kill his adopted 
Mother. Learning therefore on the 22nd 
of July last that Chang Chia-shih would 
herself take the midday meal that day to 
her brother and his assistants engaged in 
_ tilling her property, Chang Té and his two 
&ccomplices lay in wait for their victim 
on her homeward journey in the vicinity 
Of the embankments, where it is generally 
Very lonely. As svon as Chang Chia- 
shih came in sight the murderer, club in 
hand, ordered one beggar, (Wang Chih) to 
eep watch over the surrounding country 
and signal to him and the other beggar 
(Li Chieh) if any people should come 
that way. When their victim approached 


near the spot Chang T6 picked up 
a large stone and flung it at his 
adopted mother, striking her on her 
right arm. Chang Chia-shih at once 
turned around on Chang Té and severely 
upraided him, calling out also for help. 
Chang Té then sprang on his mother dashing 
her to the ground, face forwards, inflicting 
minor injuries on her cheeks and mouth. 
As the woman tried to get up the beggar, 
Li Chieh seized Chang Té’s club and struck 
her on the wrists, forehead and arms, 
whereupon Chang Té took away the instru- 
ment from Li Chieh and dealing a deadly 
blow on the back of his mother’s head 
killed her instantly. All the time the 
other beggar, Wang Chih, stood aloof to 
keep watch and did nothing to the 
woman. The murderers then dragged 
the dead body into a kaoliang field 
which hid it securely from view and 
separated. When dusk came Chang Té 
and Li Chieh returned to the body 
and dragging it to a distance finally 
flung it into a well, and the two 
then separated again in order to avoid 
suspicion. The brother of the murdered 
woman, finding that she had not returned 
home, organised a search, but it was not 
until the following day that the body was 
discovered in the well. The magistrate 
was immediately notified and an inquest 
held over the body. Subsequently through 
secret and open investigation into the 
case, and learning of the feud between the 
son and adopted mother, the said magis- 
trate was led to arrest Chang T@, his accom- 
plices, however, managing to effect their 
escape upon hearing of his capture. After 
successive trials Chang Té finally con- 
fessed his gui't, the facts of which have 
been presented as above. As the crime 
is one of extraordinary ferocity stamp- 
ing the murderer as worse than the 
brute creation, memorialist determined 
to try the case himself and ordered the 
said inagistrate to bring the murderer in 
person to Chinanfu, the provincial capita). 
Subsequent trials here elicited no new 
facts. Asan adopted mother in the rela- 
tion in which Chang Chia-shih stood to 
Chang Té is the same as an actual mother, 
the sentence pronounced on the matricide 
has been death by the slow and lingering 
process on the public execution ground. 
But as Huanghsien is more than 300 li 
distant from the provincial capital the 
law demands that the execution of the 
murderer should be made at the capital 
for fear of the criminal’s escaping on the 
return journey to the scene of his crime. 
Hence, aftersatisfying himself that the guilt 
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of Chang Té tvas’a fact memoriulist ordered 
the matricide t6 be summarily executed by 
the above named method. Warrants have 
also been issued for the arreat ‘of Li 
Chieh and Wang Chih, the two beggars, 
and when captured they will be tried 
and sentenced in accordance with the 
seriousiiess of their crime—Rescript: Let 
the Board of Punishments report thereon, 


23rd October. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
memorialises that certain districts in the 
vicinity of the Yellow River have suffered 
so much. from the want of food that the 
famine fund in his hands is insufficient for 
the purpose of relieving the distress there. 
It appears that in the autumn of this year 
the river broke over its embankments in 
the districts of Litsin, Chtitung, and Shou- 
ch‘ang, so.that all the cities and villages 
along the banks for many miles became 
submerged in the general inundation, 
causing both the Grand Canal and the 
Wei River also to overflow their banks and 
flooding the country which is drained by 
these waterways. The distress amongst 
the many tens of thousands of the inhabi- 
tanta living in the inundated districts is 
described as most harrowing, and in spite 
of the utmost efforts of the authorities to 
alleviate the general distress the funds and 
Tice reserves available for the. purpose, 
hare been unfortunately found to be in- 
adequate, etc, We therefore grant per- 
mission to the said Governor’s recommend- 
ation that the tribute rice of the province 
for this year, instead of being sent to 
Peking, be retained for distribution amongst 
the suffering refugees; that tlie reserve rice 
granaries for the troops of Shantung be 
also devoted towards the same object, 
and that, as a further aid, the able-bodied 
amongst these people be employed to work 
at the repairs necessitated by the over- 
flow of the three rivers and be paid 
in rice to support their families in return 
for their labour. We would also enjoin 
upon Li Ping-heng to see to it that every 
officer deputed to distribute aid shall do 
his duty honestly, and that every item 
spent in relief reaches the source that really 
requires it. Inthis way only can the said 
Governor show that our confidence in him 
has not been misplaced. 


(2) En Shun, Police Censor of the Middle 
City, and his colleagues report that owing to 
the general distress this year in the metro- 
politan prefecture of Peking the usual rice 
and millet allowances for the various gruel 


houses and refuges in’ his district ar? 
inadequate to' give proper aid to: the nu 
merous applicants requiring: relief, et? 
From the reports that come from all shé 
Police Censors'‘of the Five Cities of the Cap” 
ital it is evident that all the charity institu 
tions in them require extra grants from thé 
Imperial granaries this year on account 0? 
the universal distress. We command that 
commencing from the Ist day of the 10th 
moon (16th November) the -Ch‘aoyangk? 
gruel station‘ of the Middle City; thé 
gruel stations at the temple of the Sleeping 
Buddha and’the Foundling Hall in th? 
Eastern City; the stations at Tamuch ‘ang; 
Southern City ; Ch‘angchuang temple an 

Chuant‘a street in the Western City ; a0 

the Yuant‘ung Taoist temple'and Liangeb!# 
gardens in the Northern City ; be given 8? 
extra grant amounting to a total of 33 

shih (each shih contains 160 catties) per 
mensem from the Imperial Granaries. An 

permission is also hereby granted the Policé 
Censors of the Five Cities to apply to: th? 
Board of Revenue for this extra grant 
With reference to the other refuges 1° 
these five cities millet ranging from 100 sh¥ 
to 150 shih are to be given to each of the™ 
every month over and above the usud 
allowances granted by former edicts. 

Né Ch‘ing, Brigade General of thé 
Manchu garrison of Ch'ingehou, Shav- 
tung, denounces the Manchu Colonel, vii 
Ts8ng, stationed at Téngchou with bis 
Brigade of Tartar horse and fuot, and com” 
plains of his laziness and “inattentio? 
to the drill and: discipline of the troop 
under his command. The said colonel § 
guilty therefore of having failed in th@ 
trust reposed upon him by us and in pul 
ishment therefor we command that he re 
tire at once from active service, and thé 
Board of War is ordered to take notice 
the matter. 


24th October... 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Censor Sung Ch‘eng-hsiang reports 
that there have-been a large number ° 
Metropolitan graduates at Peking wh? 
have, from time to time, purchased th?® 
privilege of being sent to-the provinces 
Taotais ard prefects, but who have faile 
to pay the fees in full; delaying by 2! 
manner of excuses the payment of th? 
balances due by them, etc, He therefor® 
suggests that a certain limit of time b® 
given to these government debtors to pay 
up their dues. The Board of Revenue: !9 
hereby commanded to deliberate and re | 
port upon the matter.to us, 
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SERIOUS CHARGES AGAINST A PROVINCIAL 
| TREASURER. : 

Pu Sung, an Imperial clansman and 
Censor of the Kiangnan Circuit, denounces 
in severe terms the practice of the high 
Provincial authorities to employ or recom- 
mend to His Majesty's attention only such 
Ten as happen to be their own kinsmen, 
Velatives, prutéyés, or profégés and kinsmen 
of some particular brother Viceroy, Go- 
Vernor or Provincial Treasurer. The 
iceroys and Governors of the present 
day, indeed, are exceedingly rare who 
have the éourage to employ the services 
of, or:recommend to the Throne, men of 
ability who have only their talents to bring 
- them to the notice of their superiors 
in rank. Favouritism and nepotism are 
Qualities therefore which have become 
Now-a-days the rule rather than, the ex- 
ception, Such astate of affairs is the more 
regrettableand should be denounced in most 
Severe language inasmuch as they openly 
and shamelessly fail in the trust that 
has been laid upon the high provincial 
authorities by their Sovereign. A case in 
Point is the recent acticu of the. former 
- Provincial Judge, now newly appointed 
reagurer of Yunnan, Tsén Yii-pao, a 
’ Younger brother of the late Tsén, Yii-ying, 
Viceroy of the Yun-Kuei provinces (the 
- Notorious official who was solely responsible 
for the murder of the late Mr. Margary 
when the latter was travelling through 

unnan on his way back from Bhamo on 
the frontiers of Burma. Translator), When 
‘the elder brother was in office-the younger 
lived in the former’s yamén as a private 
individual for a number of years and culti- 
‘vated during that time the friendship of 
every person of influence in the Viceregal 
Capital of Yunnan, so that througl: inter- 
Marriage with the Yunnan notables by 
himself ag well as the younger members of 
his family, any one of any account in 
Yunnanfu was either a relation, a, con- 
Rection or member of his clique. He led, 
Moreover, such a dissolute life that. thera 
Was nothing to distinguish him from a 
common rowdy. His wife’s younger 
brother, a Ist-class licenciate of that pro- 
vince named Wang Té-pao, was in the habit 
also of frequenting the Viceregal yamén, 
interfering with law suits, etc., as-isted, of 
course, by Tsén Yii-pao to their mutual 
benefit. ‘And then when Tsén Yti-pav be- 
came, in process of time, after his elder 
brother’s death, Taotai, Provincial Judge, 
and now lastly Treasurer of Yunnan, the 
said brother-in-law has never ceased from 
this remunerative practice, scandalising 
everyone by his intrigues. There is also Siin 


Ts‘ing-ch‘en, a notable of Lopingchou 
in the same province, a’ son''of one 
of Tsén Yii-pao’s friends, whose rank is 
an expectant chehsien of Hunan, ‘who 
has been working hand in hand with 
the said licentiate in his nefarious doings, 
and has gone so far as to attract the 
attention of the the late Governor T‘an 
Chiin-pei, who denounced the said Siin 
qT's‘ing-ch‘en to the Throne and:caused him 
to be cashiered of his rank.” To this day 
Siin broods over his so-called ‘wrongs and 
vows revenge. Again, there are the ex- 
pectant prefect Tsiang Pao-ying,, who has 
lately been made a conhection by marriage 
of Tsén Yti-pao, and who should have 
been reported to the Throne as such for 
the purpose of being transferred to an 
adjoining province, in accordance with the 


. etiquette forbidding high officials to have 


relations as candidates for substantive posts 
in the same province; and the Kuangtung 
expectant Taotai, Li Kuang-han, and Liu 
Jui-héng, Lieutenant-Colonel of the Mid- 
dle Battalion of the Commander-in-Chief’s 
Brigade, both of whom, depending upon 
their connection with 'sén Yii-pao, stop at 
nothing to gain their ends and to assist the 
avarice of the others—and their own. In 
November of last year the late Governor 
and acting Viceroy, Tan Chiin-pei, died 
while in office, and Tsén Yii-pao, then 
Judge, in the absence of superior. colleagues, 
became in consequence acting Governor 
and Viceroy of the Yun-Kuei provinces, 
Although he held these offices only forty 
days he took the opportunity to denounce 
to the Throne all those’ who were either 
his personal enemies or the ‘opponente 
of his many kinsmen and friends, where- 
by a number of worthy officials ‘lost their 
rank in consequence. He was a tyrant 
also, for he either denounced or displaced 
any one who presumed to offend him by the 
least word or deed. Thus several tens of 
civil officials were removed from office by 
him during his short term of office, but 
only from twenty to thirty of them were 
reported to the Throne. As for the mititary 


_ officers of Yunnai, no less than over one 


hundred of them were removed or trans- 
ferred, but Tsén Yti-pao only reported 
from forty to fifty of them to the Throne 


.—the balance got the best posts in private, 


As for deputies in charge of the’ various 
Bureaux and Likin stations the’ number 
that had to give place to Tsén’s relations 
and clique came near to seventy. He even 
went so far, during his short tenure as 
acting Viceroy, as to remove men in're- 
sponsible. posts whose terms of office had 
far from expired in order to put his own 
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men into their places. Then again when 
Tang Shou-min, Taotai ot the Liu-An-K‘ai- 
Kuang Intendancy of Yunnan, denounced 
to him certain members of the Military 
Secretariat for pocketing the pay and 
rations of the troops, Tsén simply put 
black marks against the names of three 
of the most guilty officials, instead of 
denouncing them to the Throne, and even 
kept one of them, Ts8ng Shao-mei, in the 
Judge’s yamén to protect him, It was 
not until Sung Fan, the new Governor and 
acting Viceroy, came to Yunnanfu that the 
said Taotai succeeded in getting these 
three officials denounced to the Throne 
for their misdemeanours. ‘Again the 
avarice of the said Tsén Yi-pao led him to 
release Kao Cheng-yi, a fellow conspirator 
of Chang Tien-hsieh, an insurgent aborigi- 
nal chief of the department of Yungpei, 
although the proofs produced showed 
‘that the charges of treason against Kao 
- were overwhelming. Furthermore, he re- 
leased without any cause a hundred odd 
prisoners incarcerated in the Judge’s gaol 
sent for final trial to Yunnanfu by the 
local authorities of various parts of the 
province. When Sung Fan tovk over the 
seals he commanded all these people to be 
Te-arrested butsofar only a minority have 
been retaken. Last year the Lieutenant- 
Colonel of the Right Battalion of the 
Chienwei Brigade, Ma Chu-shéng, was 
found guilty of massacring numbers of 
- innocent people in certain disaffected 
districts, in order to display a large 
number of heads when he was sent to 
suppress the insurrection, and he alao 
released some men really guilty of roe- 
bellion. The Viceroy Wang Wén-shao and 
. the late Governor T‘an Chiin-pei, learning 
of this, summarily decapitated several of 
the most guilty soldiers for their cold- 
blooded murders, while on the other hand 
they removed Ma Chu-shéng from his 
command, placing him under surveillance 
pending an investigation into the charges 
made against him, the case being also re- 
ported tothe Throne. While this was in 
suspense, Wang Wén-shao left for Peking 
.and then T‘an Chiin-pei died. But when 
Tsén Yii-pao was iustalled ad interim 
Viceroy and Governor, instead of proceed- 
ing with Ma Chu’s trial, he had the 
audacity to disregard all former precedents, 
promoting the guilty Colonel to become 

is aide-de-camp and Commander of the 
Middle Battalion of the viceregal guards. 
Such-a long list of serious misdemeanours 
surely shows that Tsén Yii-pao is entirely 
unfit for his high post and the harm he 
will be ‘able to do the higher he rises 


will be incalculable. All the above 1 
the result of enquiries made by th? 
memorialist, and as he has heard it 5° 
does he deem it his duty to apprise the 
Throne of the state of affairs in Yunnan. 
He therefore suggests that an edict be issue 
commanding the Viceroy and Governor ° 
the province noted above to make 4 
strict and impartial investigation into thé 
former conduct of the denounced Trea 
surer.—Rescript: Bead. 
25th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Granting extra supplies of 300 shih 
of rice and 500 shih of millet to the 


Piichit‘ang and Kungtélin charity gruel 


stations, 400 shih of rice to the Lukow 
Bridge Refuge, and 300 shih to the Tzil- 


shant‘ang Refuge. 


(2) T‘an Chi-hsiin, Governor of Hupeh 
and acting Viceroy of Hukuang, reports 
that in July last the departments and 
districts of Chungsiang, Chinmén, Ching- 
shan, Chanchiang, T‘ie.mén and Han- 
ch‘uan in Hupeh were partly flooded 
owing to the freshets on the Han river 
which broke down the embankments, 
causing some lvss of life and consider- 
able misery amongst the inhabitants 
of the said departments, etc. Deputies 
had already been sent to the scene of the 
inundations to determine what repairs 
were needed and the amount of distress 
and suffering amongst the people there. 
The reports of the said deputies are most 
harrowing and we feel much compassion for 
our poor subjects. We therefore grant the 
above named Governor’s prayer to retail 
30,000 piculs of the winter tribute rice of 
the province to relieve the wants of the 
sufferers and the said memorialist is als? 
empowered to return the freight money 
saved from the non-transport northwards 
of the said tribute rice, in order to provide 
for the payment of the able-bodied sufferers 
who shall be given the labour of repairing 
the breaches made by the freshets name 
above, 

(3) The other day the Censor P-u Sung 


denounced in severe terms Tsén Yii-pary, 


Provincial Treasurer of Yunnan, to the 
effect that he countenanced the unlawful 
proceedings of his relatives and favourites, 
etc., whereupon we sent a copy of the 
said denunciation to Sung Fan, the 
new Viceroy of Yunnan and Kueichow, 
commanding him to make an impartial 
enquiry into these charges and report 
thereon. The said Viceroy’s report i$ 
now before us in which he states 
that the charge against Tsén Yii-pa? 
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iP the effect that he had received bribes 
dton aspirants to office, had not been 
eee but that the said Treasurer had 
: &d many years in Yunnan and had con- 
ange many relationships, connections 
frieudships, in which case, having been 
1pPointed to substantive employment in 
ete province, he should according to 
T quette have reported the case to the 
th Tone and besought his Majesty to change 
® province of such relatives, etc., as were 
Pectant or substantive officials in Yun- 
the Tsén Yii-pao did not do this and is 
®refore guilty of breach of etiquette. 
Sain, the said Treasurer has been found 
ave appointed a number of his friends 
protéyés to fat posts to the exclusion 
Worthy men ; also that he had not waited 
°r the instruction of the Board of Punish- 
ents nor obtained the advice of local 
f cials who had sent criminals to him for 
hal trial but had taken upon himself the 
Ay Ponsibility of pardoning these men. 
of which was most culpable. Further- 
h ore, amongst the criminals indiserimi- 
nvely pardoned was a man (Kao Chen-yi) 
rere Dad been indicted for high treason and 
[oellion, Then there is Ma Chu-sheng, a 
> cutenant- Colonel who had been denoun- 
&d by the former Viceroy, and who was in 
“nsequence put under official surveillance 
Pending investigation into the charges made 
*8ainst him of having ruthlessly massacred 
uocent people in order to display a goodly 
Umber of heads as a token of victory over 
Sme insurgents. This man, lying under 
Stave criminal charges, was appointed con- 
Tary to law by the said Tsén Yii-pao to be 
Clone] of the Middle Battalion of the 
bar reSal Brigade. All this proves that the 
‘id Treasurer is worthy of severe punish- 
Ment from which he cannot escape, and he 
8 therefore ordered to be instantly cashier- 
of and dismissed from office. The Board 
Civil Appointments is hereby command- 
to take note of the same. 


26th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

a) With reference to the report of the 
‘ssistant Grand Secretary, Hsii Tung, 
ving an estimate of the amount required 

p., repairing the Imperial mausolea at 
Utu Valley and also for building 

wie’ mausoleum, we have asked the 

j, Shes of H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager 
1 the matter, and Her Imperial 
lajesty now commands us to appoint the 
Tinee of Ch‘ing and Jung Lu, President 

th the Board of War, to superintend 

the repairs and building work. — We 
®refore now appoint the two Ministers 


above named and enjoin upon them“the 
necessity of attending to. this sacred duty 
(the intended mausoleum for the Empress- 
Dowager herself. —Translator) with all,due 
reverence and careful attention. HAsii 
T‘ung's specifications are hereby also 
handed to the said Prince and his colleague. 

(2) Yi Hsiang, Provincial Judge of 
Kangu, is hereby appointed Treasurer of 
Yunnan vice Tsén Yii-pao cashiered, and 
Ting T'i-ch‘ang, Taotai of the Kung-tsin- 
chia Intendancy of Kansu, is promoted to 
the Provincial Judgeship vacated above, 

(3) Wén P'u, Police Censor of the 
Eastern City, and his colleagues report the 
recent suicide of a military officer holding 
substantive office in the said city and they 
furthermore state that upon an inquest 
being held on the body of the deceased, 
who wag second captain in the. Kastern 
Battalion of Gendarmes, certain char- 
acters were found to have been written 
on his left arm declaring that he had 
committed self-destruction owing to the 
conduct of Chao Ch‘ang-chu‘n, his Lieut- 
enant-Colonel and superior, and Chin 
Hsiu-lin, Lieutenant in the same Batta- 
lion. Upon the eldest son of the deceased 
officer being questioned by the Coroner, the 
former deposed that the said Lieutenant 
had repeatedly extorted money from his 
father and that the excessive demands 
made recently by the accused had very 
likely driven the deceased toself-destruction, 
As this is a serious charge affecting the re- 
putation and good name of military officers 
holding responsible posts, the matter must 
be strictly investigated in order to get 
at the truth of the wholeaffair. We there- 
fore command that the accused Lieutenant 
Chin Hsiu-lin be forthwith arrested and 
handed to the Board of Punishments for 
trial and that the said Lieutenant-Colonel 
be removed from his command in order ty 
be ready to stand his trial also. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCES, 

Yuan Féng-lin, Treasurer-designate of 
Shansi, was granted a farewell audience 
prior to departure for his post by the 
Emperor this morning in the Grand Coun- 
cil Chamber, after which Wu Ch‘eng-tu, 
Provincial Judge-designate of Kiangeu, wag 
given audience to report his arrival at the 
capital previous to returning to Kiangsu 
to fill his new post. 

27th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘ung Huan, Tartar-General of Ko- 
kouor, reports a case in whicha Mongol 
noble who had been recommended for pro- 
motion asa T'atchil (Chief) of the Sharht‘ao 
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Mongols, belonging tothe Chaméng League, 
accuses’ A-yorh-seli-té-tan-chan-tsam-to‘u; 


Dnke of the said League, of having extorted ‘ 


money from him, promising that if the 
money were forthcoming he (the Duke) 
would engage to make the complainant the 
substantive holder of theabove post. The 
accused, however, contends that the com- 
plainant having a grudge against him had 
sent Tls. 1,000 on purpose to him in 
order to get the excuse to denounce 
him, ete. Both the Mongols in our opinion 
deserve no leniéncy, the one for extor- 
‘tion and the other for giving bribes in | 
order to obtain substantive appointment 
and they are therefore handed to the 
Mongolian Superintendency for the deter- - 
mination of severe penalties. As for the 
memorialist we cannot exonerate him from 
blame, because knowing of this matter some 
time ago he did not report the matter at: 
once tous. He is therefore also handed to 


the Board of Civil Appointments for the | 


determination of an adequate penalty. 

(2) With regard to the commoner, Hou 
Chin-sheng of Honan, who presented a 
petition at the Palace gates the day before 
yesterday, let the Board of Punishments 
make a strict investigation into his case at 
once. 

(3) Li Kuang-chiu (a Taotai commanding 
a Hunan Brigade under Liu ‘K‘un-yi, at 
Shanhaikuan) is hereby appointed Taotai 
of the Kung-tsin-chia Inteudancy of Kansu - 
vice Ting ‘I'i-ch‘ang promoted to be Pro- 
vincial Judge. 

(4) The formerly degraded ex-Governor 
of Shantung, Jén Tao-yung, (now living 
in retirement at Soochow, Yranslutor) is 
hereby commanded to present himself in 
Peking with all haste to await the Imperial 
bounty as a candidate for office. 


28th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The report is now before us of the 
Board of Revenue in answer to the 
memorial of Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of 
Chihli, praying that steps might be taken 
for the remission of some of the land taxes 
in the district of Wangtu in the said 
province, owing to the poor nature of 
the arable ground'in the said district, and 
the impoverished state of the inhabitants 
thereof. The said Board agrees with the 
said Viceroy that considering the poor 
nature of the wheat and kvolta.g fields of 
Wangiulisien, the taxes as at present levied 
are out of all proportion to the yield of the 
district and hence lic too heavily on the 
inhabitantg, who are thus forced .to leave , 
their homes in order to avoid the excessive 


' Viceroy. 


taxation, ete, , This is truly pitiable ané 
out heart is filled with compassion up? 
reading the sad tale of suffering and’ dis- 
tress of the people as depicted by the said 
We therefore command that 4 
remission of taxes be granted on the lines 
suggested by Wang Wén-shao; that the 
people of Wangtuhsien be exempted from 
contributing to government service ; that 
the three ch‘ing (300 mow) of land scheduled 
for government be given back to the people, 
and finally that the tax proper on lan 
shall in future be remitted by one-half al 
round, Let this be law forever in oraet 
that our poor subjects of Wangtuhsien bé 
relisved of their unmerited burdens; 
nor shall neighbouring districts make this 
a precedent for the purpose of also claim” 
ing similar privileges at our hands. 

(2) Ch'ung Hsiin is appointed Director 
of the Imperial Court of Sacrificial Wor 
ship. 


CONTRIBUTION T0 THE EXCHEQUER FROM 
‘THE FUKIEN SALT REVENUE. 


Pien Pao-ch‘uan, Viceroy of the Min- 
Ché provinces, states that the annual suv- 
sidy to Peking from the Salt Revenue 
of Fukien, after paying for all local dis 
bursements, was settled by previous edicts 
at Tls, 150,000 pér annum sent in three 
instalments of Tls. 50,000 each. The first 
and second instalmentsamounting toa total 
of Tls. 100,000 have already been sent up 
to Peking in charge of deputies appointed 
by the Salt Commissioners of the times 
viz:—Yen Show and Chang Tséng-hsi, with 
reference to which memorialist had already 
reported to the ‘Throne at the time. The 
present Salt Commissioner, T'ang Pao- 
chien, now reports that he has collected 
the final instalment of Tls. 60,000 for 
transport to Peking which memorialist hv 
deputed to the charge of the expectant 
Mivhsien Wang Kuo-jui, who will start fot 
the capital with the treisure within a short 
time.—-Rescript: Let the Board of Revere 
take note. 


29th October. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


7. 

Hsiit Chén-wei, Director-General of the’ 
Yellow River, reports the freedom from 
floods caused by accidental overflow oF 
breaches of the embankments of the said 
river since the ‘' First Frosts” and de- 
clares cause for gratitude to the River Gods 
whose general quiescence has contributed 
to this peaceful state of affairs in this 
much troubled, be-flooded region, ete. 
we therefore desire to express our heartfelt 
gratitude to the ‘siid deities, and in 
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ineen of our thankfulness we command 
at ten sticks of large Tibetan incense 
off Sent to the said Director-General to be 
Gee’ e to their Majesties the four 
Olden Great Dragon-kings, the Great 
ellow Dragon-king, the Great Red 
‘agon-king, the Chestnut-coloured Great 
G,1800-king, and to their Excellencies, 
eneral Yang the Fourth, and General 
fue At all of their temples also we 
} Tther bestow on each a tablet written by 
tt own Imperial hand which shall be sent 
© the'said Director-General whoshall direct 
subordinates to hang them as aforesaid. 
e 1th reference to the officialsthrough whose 
wee and care, algo, the present peaceful 
ate of the country along the river em- 
ankments ig due, we order that their 
ames be sent to the Boards for the 
°stowal of adequate rewards, including 
en Yii-ying, acting Taotai of the Ka‘ 
jek che ‘-hsii Intendancy of Honan, who 
S to be given the button of the 2nd brevet 
ek and Chi An, de jue incumbent of 
1@ Grand Canal Taotaiship, and Kung 
‘ng-yi, acting incumbent of the same, 
he are to be handed to the Boards for 
he bestowal of extraordinary rewards. 
© news of interest. 
30th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

py keo Kuang-hsiav, Brigadier-General of 
i anyang, Hupeh, is transferred to a simi- 
ar post in Kuachou, Kiangsu (near Chin- 
‘ang, under which is a portion of the 
*o-ealled Yangtze fleet, i.e., native junks 
rtrying one nine-pounder M.L. in the 
>W and one four-pounder on each side. 
ranslator ). 

TH FAMINE RELIEF FUNDS OF CHILI. 

Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, ete., 
Presents his report of the moneys and rice 
‘ceived by his government for the twelve 
Months commencing July, 1892, and ending 
Une, 1893, inclusive, in connection with 
the distribution of relief to the famine 
Sufferers of the province of Chibli (includ- 
Dg the metropolitan prefecture of Shun- 
“enfu—Peking), caused by inundations 
ind drought. The province since 1889 
ad been suffering every year either from 
floods or drought up to the present time, 
‘ereby causing considerable distress 
through famine amongst the people and 
°88 of revenue to the government. To 
Telieve the general distress a famine fund 
‘as started throughout the empire to 
relieve the sufferers, and it had been 

® custum to make out annual re- 
Urns of the amounts in money and rice 
that had been received, from government 


n 
h 


as well as from private charities in the 
provinces, by the Famine Fund Committee 
appointed by the high authorities of Chihli, 
Previous to the year under review the 
former Viceroy, Li Hung-chang, had obtain- 
ed the permission of the Throne to simply 
give asummary of the aid that had been 
received and distributed, excusing the 
high authorities from handing to the 
Board of Revenue a detailed account of 
each item of disbursement: said detailed 
accounts being merely recorded in the 
books of the Viceregal and Treasurer’s 
yaméns. In accordance, therefore, with 
precedent memorialist now presents a 
summary for 1892-1893 as above noted. 
On the present occasion there had been 
sentto the Civil Governor of Peking (metro- 
politan prefecture of Shuntienfu) large 
sums of money for the relief of the 
people under his jurisdiction ; but as he 
has already given his report to the 
Throne on the subject with an account 
of disbursements, these sums have been 
eliminated from the Chihli report. Dur- 
ing the year under review, therefore, the 
provincial government of Chihli received 
for the Famine Fund a total of Tis. 
2,514,816.96, odd, and Tientsin cash equal 
to 609,043 strings and 376 cash (one 
string of Tientsin cish is only equal to 
500 cash, the legal string being 1,000 
cash, or 304,521 strings and 876 
cash, equal to about $300,000.—Transla- 
tor). Of food stuffs there were received 
114,911} shih, odd, of rice through the 
Grand Canal; 1936 shih, odd, of white 
rice, 32,150 shih, odd, of millet and 328 
shih, odd, of rice from grain vendors in 
Tientsin. In addition to the above con- 
tributions of rice and money from govern- 
ment and private charities, there were 
also contributed 373,246 suits of warm 
cotton-wadded clothing, valued at a little 
over one txel for each suit. Out of these 
totals, deducting those that had been 
distributed to the famine sufferers during 
the twelve months, there were carried for- 
ward to next year’s (July 1893 to June 
1894) account T'ls. 578,530.27, odd ; Tien- 
tsin cash 1,300 strings and 728 cash ; 1,910 
shih, odd, of rice and millet, and 21,539 
suits of cotton-wadded clothing. A pood 
deal of the silver and cash noted above 
were expended for the payment of labour 
among the sufferers who were employ- 
ed in deepening the rivers and canals 
or building and repairing the embankments 
in the immediate districts, which amounted 
to no less than several teus of chow and 
hsien.—Rescript: Noted. The Board of 
Revenue is ordered to take note also, 
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31st October. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty will grant audience to a 
Foreign Minister to-morrow morning in 
the Wénhua Throne Hall. 

This day’s Cuzette is occupied entirely 
with memorials from the Governors of 
Kiangsu and of Honan reporting on sundry 
summary executions of robbers who had 
been captured by the military police of the 
‘nbove provinces. 


1st November. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


His Majesty granted a farewell audience 
this morning to H.E. O’Conor, the British 
Minister, in the Wénhua Throne-hall. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1 to 5) Appointing Chief and Assistant 
Examiners and other junior officers for the 
Metropolitan competitions fr the military 
Chinshih degree in Peking 

(6) Li Tuan-yii is appointed Chief Direc- 
tor of the Office of Transmission (Bureau 
for receiving memorials from the provincial 
authorities), . 

(7) T‘an Chi-hsiin, Governor of Hupeh 
and acting Viceroy of the Hukuang pro- 
vinces, denounces the officers and soldiers 
belonging to the battalion stationed at Shasi, 
Hupeh, fortheirinability to restrain the men 
under proper discipline at a large fire in 
that town thereby causing a conflict be- 
tween the soldiers and the fire brigades in 
which several of the latter were badly 
wounded, etc. Now troops are stationed in 
the various districts of theempire, primarily 
for the purpose vf protecting the people 
and then for preserving order amongst 
them. But instead of attending to their 
proper duties it appears that the soldiers 
at Shasi have acted tothe contrary, and ina 
dispute with the fire brigade men as to the 
right of way, relying on their weapons and 
numbers, the former had the audacity to 
commit an outrage on the people causing a 
number of the latter to be wounded thereby. 
This is indeed not to be allowed and the 
troops and their officers have been guilty 
of disorderly conduct and insubordination 
which deserves severe punishment. T‘an 
Chi-hsiin istherefore commanded to instruct 
the Taotai and prefect under whose jurisdic. 
tion Shasi belongs to arrest the soldiers 
concerned in the recent riot and punish the 
guilty to the utmost extent of the law. 
As for the officers who were present during 
the fire when the riot occurred the Com- 
mander of the battalion (Front battalion, 


Wusheng Brigade) Ao-yang-jung-chang, # 
ordered to be turned over to the Board o 
War for the determination of a penalty: 
whilst the field officers, the expectant 
Colonel Yung Té-sheng and the expecta?! 
First Major Ya Wan-sheng are forthwith 


 cashiered and dismissed the service. 


(8) En Lin, Manchu Brigade General of 
Tatung, Shansi, denounces the conduch 
prior to his death, of Ts‘ing Pih, late Firs! 
Major of the middle battalion of that cit¥ 
who pocketed a large sum of money give# 
to him for the purchase of cavalry mounts: 
but who upon being ordered to make goo! 
the amount delayed to do so, ending by his 
returning, without first asking for leav® 
to his Banner Reservation, where he di¢ 
recently. As this conduct of the deceas¢ 
was clearly an audacious intention to def¥ 
the laws, the family of the deceased office! 
must be punished by having his rank a0 
titles erased from their records, and the 
Captain-General of the Bordered Blue 
Manchu Banner to which the decease 
belonged is further commanded to arre$ 
his heir and make him pay for the deb! 
due to government by his father. 


2nd November, 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) As the Governor-designate of Shans! 
Hu P'ing-chih, will not be able to arrivé 
at his post (from Chékiang) for some tim® 
yet to come, let Yuan Féng-lin, the Pro: 
vincial Treasurer, act as Governor “ 
i tertm of the above province. 

(2) At the assembling of the Imperial 
Court this morning for the introducing o 
officers of the Empire to us, we observe 
that there were quite a scanty numbe! 
of officers of the Vanguard Divisiv® 
and Ordinary Guards of the Imperial! 
Guards Corps doing duty on the 0° 
casion, which is a breach of regulations: 
The said officers are therefure warned that 
any one failing, in the future, to put in hi8 
appearance on such occasions, unless he b? 
on leave or sent on outside duty, will bé 
severely punished for breaking the regul 
tions, 


(3) The same was also observable with 
reference to the Guards of the Presence? 
aud those doing duty at the Chient'sin£ 
gate of the Palace. We therefore sonar 
our Grand Chamberlains to investigate th? 
matter and hand in the names of those wh? 
were absent from duty on that occasio” 
without proper leave, in order that they may 
be turned over to their Boards for deter’ 
mination. of: the proper penalties, 
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DISTRESS IN KANSU CAUSED BY THE 
MAHOMMEDAN REBELLION. 


tl Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Senior Guardian of 
sin eir- Apparent, an officer of the Premier 
0 “il button, degraded but retained in 
Stare Viceroy of the Shen-Kan provinces, 
ates as follows :—The province of Kansu 
Ma suffered considerably through the 
a ahommedan rebellion (the proper char- 
ster for the Mahommedans is Aui-hui, 


Written thus IE] | ; but the memorialist 
tio writes the character with the addi- 
10nal radical standing for ‘‘ dog,” thus— 
—which may fairly be rendered ‘‘Dogs of 
thahommedans.”— Translator ), which began 
is year, and the people requiring 
Telief throughout the province cannot be 
seumated to be less than from 200,000 to 
70,000 souls, In a word, wherever the 
Sotsteps of therebels have impressed them- 
*elvea there we find that they have visited 
® place with fire and sword, Houses 
4nd huts are burnt down ; granaries and 
stores destroyed which cannot. be easily 
Temoved, and men and women, irrespec- 
\ve of age, mercilessly cut down. Perfect 
terror and confusion reign wherever the 
News: arrives of the approaching hordes of 
¢ Mahommedan foot and horse, and the 
terrified inhabitants forsake everything in 
order to place as great a distance as possible 
etween themselves and the bloodthirsty 
Vandals. In this way the high provincial 
authorities find their resources taxed to the 
Utmost in order to give the necessary relief 
0 the refugees who throng the walled cities 
'? protection against the enemy only to 
Court destruction from another—want and 
‘mine. Although, through the strenuous 
®Xertions of memorialist and his colleagues, 
* certain kind of relief has been given the 
Tefugees who have come to Lanchou and 
he cities in the vieinity of that capital, 
Preparations must be made for the ap- 
broaching winter when the want will be felt 
§ hundred times more keenly, and it would 
hot be advisable to follow the sugges- 
jions given to wait until the country shall 
Mave been pacified before distributing 
Yelief, Memorialist therefore considers it 
of urgent importance while affording what- 
ever relief can be given in the walled 
Cities, to establish also a fund to be at the 
isposal of a selected committee who shall 
Sllow the operations of the Imperial army 
Now occupied with reconquering the coun- 
try ravaged and held by the rebels, and 
Who shall distribute relief on the spot. 
fa August last memorialist in asking 
ora grant of Tis. 1,300,000 for military 


expenses, also stated hia desire ta use 
a portion of this for distribution to re- 
fugees who had suffered from the rebels. 
But at that time the rebellion had not 
assumed such large proportions, nor was 
the distress of the people so universal 
as at the present moment of writing. 
Hence it is important that a special sum 
should be drawn for the sole object of 
giving aid to these poor people. He has 
therefore taken the liberty of selling 
enough of the new hay stored up for 
government to make up a sum of Tis, 
160,000 ; also Tls. 40,000 from the sum 
appropriated for the Imperial Courier 
Service, to make up a total of Tis. 
200,000. Furthermore, he has ordered 
from the various local authorities reserve 
rice amounting to 200,000 shih. This 
with the money coliected above memorialist 
will distribute to the refugees, the money 
being also used for the purpose of 
building adequate protection against the 
severity of the winter and for buying 
oxen and giving them to these people to 
enable them to go on with agriculture 
with the first opportunity. Notwith- 
standing this, it is not enough if a general 
amelioration of the sufferings of the 
people be taken into account, hence memo- 
rialist prays that steps be taken to open a 
famine relief fund throughout the empire 
on the lines of the Chibli and Shantung 
Funds, and thia he believes will be the 
only means whereby the Chinese and Bud- 
dhist subjects of his Majesty in Kansu can 
be saved from miserable death by famine, 
cold, and want.—Rescript: Let it be as 
requested and let the Board of Revenue take 
note, 
3rd November. 


IMPERIAL DECRRES. 

(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(2) The Ist day of the 10th moon (17th 
November) being the beginning of the 
last month of the autumnal quarter, cere- 
monies should be performed at the Ances- 
tral Temple of the Dynasty on which 
occasion we shall in person attend with 
our full Court. 

No papers of interest. 


4th November. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

During the Viceroyship of Liu Ping- 
chang in Szechuan this officer denounced 
one Cheng MHsioh-yuan, acting district 
magistrate of Hsiushanheien, for releasing 
some criminals on his own responsibility; 
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for having countenanced the unlawful 
conduct of certain wicked gentry and 
notables of his district; and finally for 
having tried to extort from the retir- 
ing magistrate Wang Shou-sung a large 
sum of money. For these misdemean- 
ours the said acting magistrate was cashier- 
ed and dismissed for ever from the public 
service. Lately, however, a certain Censor 
memorialised us saying that the den- 
unciations of the said Viceroy were from 
interested motives and that he had a 
grudge against the accused magistrate, in 
which case doubt had been thrown up on 
the truth of the accusations of the 
ex-Viceroy, etc. Upon receiving this me- 
morial we forthwith commanded Lu Ch‘uan- 
lin, the new Viceroy of Szechuan, to make 
an impartial investigation into the matter 
and report to us, so that if injustice had 
been done the injured magistrate might be 
compensated. To-day, again, the Court of 
Censors have also taken the matter up and 
they say that the said ex-magistrate had 
presented to their Court a memorial claim- 
ing that he had been unjustly accused by 
the ex-Viceroy Liu Ping-chang, etc. Lu 
Ch‘uan-lin’s report has not yet come and 
we therefore issue another decree comman- 
ding the said Viceroy to summon all the 
persons implicated and concerned in the 
cage under consideration and personally try 
the matter in order to get at the bottom 
of the whole thing. The Board of Punish- 
ments also is commanded to transport the 
appellant to Szechuan in order that he 
might be present and give his own evidence 
when the trial comes off at Chéngtu. 


5th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) In future Liu Ch‘i-hsiang, expectant 
Taotai of Kiangsu and Commissioner in 
charge of the Kiangnan Arsenal at Shang- 
hai, shall place himself and the said Arsenal 
under the direct orders of the Prince and 
Ministers belonging to the Ministry of 
War. 

(2) Chang Ying-lin is appointed Chief 
Supervisor of Instruction of the Heir 
Apparent. (As there is no Heir-Apparent 
to the Throne at present the various posts 
connected with the above Supervisorata 
are sinecures and given to scholars of high 
standing as a reward for liter ary merit. 
—Translator.) 

(3) With reference to the memorial of 
the Court of Ceremonial Worship announ- 
cing that sacrificial worship should be 
made at the Imperial Ancestral Temple in 
honour of the birthday auniversary of 
H.1.M, the Empress-Dowager on the 10th 


day of the 10th moon (26th Novembes) 
and asking for the Imperial instruction 


let K‘ai T‘ai, Prince of Chéng, perfor™ | 


the said rites in our stead on the day. 


SUPPRESSION OF AN INSURRECTION IN 
KOANGSI. 

Chang Lien-kuei, retiring Governor of 
Kuangsi, reports as follows :—Duriny thé 
summer of this year there being little ral# 
in the districts of Laiping and Wushii-n 1° 
memorialist’s province, consequent parti@ 
failure of the crops gave the excuse for * 
number of restless spirits in these districts 
to create disturbances and rob boats lade 
with rice passing through. As the disaffect 
ed districts are on the borders of thé 
two prefectures of Liuchou and Hsiincho: 
memurialist immediately instructed th® 
prefects concerned to suppress the risin® 
sending also an additional force of troop’ 
to assist the local garrisons and militia 
This affair was reportei to the Throne 4! 
the time. Memorialist has now receive! 
the petitions of the military and civ! 
authorities concerned reporting the suc 
cessful suppression of the insurrectio® 
by the capture and summary decapita- 
tion of the chief of the insurgents, 
Wei Lao-en and his chief lieutenant a0 
adviser Yang Ah-erh and four insurget!! 
captains, who in company with the. above 
named chief held and fortified with cam: 
non sixteen villages and defied the col’ 
stituted authorities. Large numbers ° 
the famine sufferers joined the insut- 
gents who took oaths of fidelity to theit 
chiefs by pricking their arms and allow: 
ing a few drops of each man’s blood 0 
be mixed in a large vessel of wine, ° 
which each man took a mouthful, thi§ 
being symbolical of a common brothe' 
hood. But by a judicious display of forc?® 
and the bringing in of large quantities of 
rice to relieve the distress of the people 
the cause of the insurgents was ma- 
terially weakened. The masses really did 
not want to rebel but were compelle 
through want to join the insurgents, who 
supplied them with rice and food. At the 
proper moment the troops attacked the 
remaining insurgents who would not dis’ 
perse but kept hold of the various for- 
tified villages, and in the first fight 
partly surprised the inmates of the fore- 
most villages driving them out of shel- 
ter. After standing a siege of nearly # 
month the insurgents were finally routed 
with much slaughter and their chiefs 
captured and beheaded. As the celerity 
of the civil and military authorities 
ordered by memorialist. to suppress the 
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mutrection is matter for commendation 
ing ncrialist now requests that the deserv- 
& Officers be rewarded as an encourage- 
Ment to others.—Rescript: Read. Decree 
ready issued in the Gazette of the 2lst 
Cl obey. 
6th November. 


IMPERIAL DECREFS. 
(1) Lien Chin is appointed to make the 
eval inspection of the accounts, etc., of 
18 Bord-red Blue Hanchun Banner. 
(2) Sung Lin is appointed to do the 
Same with respect to the accounts of the 
Ordered White Manchu Banner. 
(3) Keng Yi is appointed to inspect 
t] ® accounts, ete,, of the Left Wing of 
le Vanguard Division of the Imperial 
Nards. 
. (4) Hung Liang-p'ing is appointed ad 
*erim Censor of the Shansi Cireuit. 
(5) Chung Hua is appointed to inspect 
the accounts, ,etc., of the Red Hanchun 
‘nner, 
(6) Wan Yiu is ordered to do the same 
With respect to the Bordered Red Hanchun 
anner, and . 
(7) Wen Po is to inspect the affairs of 
the Blue Banner of the same Corps. 
mse The other day the Censor Hung 
iang-ping denounced Ch’ang Shun, Tartar 
“eneral of Kirin, for employing dishonest 
tnd avaricious subordinates like the ex- 
bectant prefect Wen Yuan and others, and 
We _accordingly ordered En Tséh, the 
Assistant Military Governor of that pro- 
‘Ince, to investigate the charges and report 
to us. The said report is now before us m 
which En Tse states that many of 
® accusations: of the said Censor lack 
Confirmation but that wih reference to 
t € squatter question in the unoccupied 
etritories of Kirin, the subordinates of the 
Said Tartar-General had been yuilty of 
culpable and unreasonable conduct. For in- 
Stance, the departmental magistrate Chang 
‘h'eng-t‘ai had the audacity to change on 
18 own responsiblity the existing arrange- 
Ments made between the Mongol inheritors 
the soil and the Chinese immiyrants 
an account of whicl there is cousiderable 
'scontent. amongst the latter. And when 
1® people manifested their discontent this 
Oficial in company with Wen Yiin, prefect 
of Ch'angel‘unfu, made a joint request for 
‘toups to suppress an outbreak, thereby 
Naking inatters very serious and bringing on 
1 Angerous crisis. Such conduct is repre- 
‘ensible in the extr me and deserves no 
Niency at our hands. We therefure cum- 
Mand that the said Chang Ch‘eng-t‘ai be 
Nstantly cashiered and banished to work 
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on the post roads in Kashgaria, in expia- 
tion of his crime ; whilst the prefect above- 
named is also cashiered and dismissed 
for ever from the public service. As for 
the Senior Military Officer, Wen Yuan, 
he has been culpable in not exercising 
proper judgment and discretion in being 
persuaded by thise two officials to place 
his troops as instruments to accomplish 
their nefariv-us desigas and he is therefore 
handed over to the Board of War for de- 
termination of adequate penalties. With 
reference to the 3rd-class expectant prefect 
Ming Cheng, although he has not been 
found to have been guilty of extortion or 
receiving of bribes, etc., yet he has been 
found to be unfit for duty in a province 
like Kirin and so the Board of Civil 
Appointments is ordered to transfer the 
said prefect to sme other province. 
Ch‘ang Shun, the Tartar-General of Kirin, 
also has been culpable in not managing the 
squatter queation properly and he is also 
ordered to be penalised by the Boards, 
The same Cens>r has presented a postscript 
memorial accusing certain secretaries of the 
said ‘l'artar-General of insatiable avarice, 
dishonesty, and arbitrary coduct, namely, 
the Shansi expectant district magistrate. 
Huang Yi; the 3rd-class expectant de- 
partment magistrate, Tih T'ung-yii; and 
the Kiangsu expectant district magistrate 
Wang Shih-ch'n. The first two are to be 
forthwith cashiered and dismissed for ever 
from the public sérvice and the last named 
is ordered to be expelled from Kirin, and 
sent back to his native province, nor shallhe 
be allowed in the future to return to Kirin 
to seek employment as secretury again. 

(9) Shu Chen is appointed Tiaperial Com- 
missioner of the Soochow government silk 
looms for another year. 

(10) Pao Ch‘ang is appointed Sub-Chan- 
cellor of the Grand Secretariat with the 
brevet rank of a Vice-President of the Board 
of Rites. 


DISLOYAL OFFICERS OF VILLAGE MILITIA, 


Chang Lien-kuei, the retiring Governor, 
reports the conduct of certain officers of 
Ku-ngsi militia during the recent ingur. 
rection in the districts of Luiping and 
Wushuen, the suppression of which has 
alrea‘ly been mentioned in a previous 
memorial. According to a joint petition 
from Liang Ting-chan, prefect of Liuchou 
and Hsia Chin-yi, prefect of Hsiinchou, 
(the civil officers entrusted by memoria. 
list with the task of combining with 
the military authorities of the two pre- 
fectures to suppress the said uprising 
headed by the insurgent Chief Wei Lao- 
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en,) one Li Ch‘un-hua, a notable of Kuei- 
hsien decorated with the peacock’s feather, 
holding the rank of a Major in the army 
and a Colonel of village militia, in com- 
pany with his brother the Lieutenant 
Li Hsiang-yung, had hitherto borne 
unsavoury reputations through holding 
secret intercourse with disreputable 
characters, bandits, and disaffected men 
of the vicinity. Hence when the in- 
surrection broke out, these two officers 
of militia had the audacity to collect 
their followers, dress them up as govern- 
ment militia and, joining forces with 
a band of men similarly attired under 
another militia officer Wei Yuan-chang, a 
nephew «f the insurgent chief, marched out 
ostensibly to aid the government troops 
but in reality to plunder the peaceful 
villages who were opposed to the insurgents 
and thus give secret assistance to the latter. 
In this way several villages belonging to 
the district of Laiping were plundered and 
complaint accordingly made to the two 
petitioning prefects, who with their force 
were besieging ‘the fortified rebel villages. 
The two prefects pretended to be unaware 
of the treachery of the two Lis and their 
colleague Wei, and invited them, as militia 
officers commanding so-called government 
auxiliaries, to a conference to arrange 
plans of attack upon the insurgent posi- 
tions, ‘These militia officers being thrown 
off their guard were accordingly inveigled 
into the government cafmp and arrested. 
Proofs haviug been produced of the 
pillaging dona by the so-called militia, 
who were really desperadoes and bandits 
attached to the following of these threo 
notables of Kueihsien, they were put under 
confinement and the matter referred 
to above reported to the memorialist. As 
the disloyalty of these three men and 
their lieutenant Wen Ah-shen was clearly 
proved, and in view of the necessity of 
making an example to strike terror into 
the hearts of the bandits and desperadoos 
of the district .under the circumstances, 
memorialist ordered the two Lis, Wei Yuan- 
chang, and their lieutenant Wen Ah-shen 
to be summarily decapitated, which was 
accordingly done.—Lescript: Noted. 


8th November. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szech‘uan, de- 
nounces P‘an Pin, district magistrate of 
Pinghsieng, of avarice, cunning, suppress- 
iny reports of robberies, and cruelties to 
the people under his jurisdiction. The 
said magistrate is ordered tv be cashiered 
and placed under arrest to stand a trial 


with referenoe to the above. Also the tv? 
deputy magistrates of Fushunhsien a! 
Yungninglisien, the one, of gambling pro 
pensities and the other of insatiable avarice. 
the two police magistrates of Sich‘ang- 
hsien and Chungchianghsien, of rowdy 
and unreasonable conduct disgraceful to 
their cloth, and finally, the goal-warder 
of Shach‘ihsien whose low habits prevent 
any hope of reform.—Let all the persons 
named above be cashiered and dismisss 
the service as a warning to others, a0 
furthermore let the Board concerned take 
note. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

Wu Ch‘eng-lu, Judge designate of Kiang: 
su, was granted a farewell audience, an 
Yi Ying-lin, acting Treasurer of Anhul 
received his first audience of his Majesty 
the Emperor this morning in the Gran 
Council Chamber, 

9th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Wu Ting-fén is appointed Vice-President 
of the Imperial Clan Court. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. ° 


Chao Erh-hsuan, Judge designate of 
Anhui, was received in audience this morn- 
ing in the Grand Council Chamber to re- 
port his arrival in Peking. 

No papers of interest. 

10th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wang Wen-shan, Viceroy of Chihli, 
sends us a report of the peaceful condition 
(during the autumn treshets) of the Upper 
Middle and Lower Reaches of the Yellow 
River in the vicinity of Tungminghsien in 
the province of Chihli, although there were 
times when matters appeared to be in 4 
critical condition. This proves that the 
said Viceroy at the head of his civil and 
military subordinates in charge of the river 
conservation was evergetic and zealous in 
the performance of his duties in this 
respect. Furthermore, with the approach 
of the season for frosts, the embankwmetts 
have preserved their strength and ability 
to resist breakage which is a further proof 
in the first place that the work on them 
had been thoroughly done, and in the 
second place that the favour of the river 
deities had been enlisted in the cause. 
We are therefore extremely grateful to the 
gods for the protection thus afforded and 
in recognition thereof command that tet 
sticks of large Tibetan incense be sent to 
the said Viceroy, who shall instruct Wu 
Ting-ping, Taotai of the Tashunkuang 
Intendancy, to proceed in person to the 
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Pragon-King temples at the villages, of 
ilienchuang, Kaots‘un, Huangchang, and 
awangmiao and reverently offer them up 
at the altars to thank the gods there on 
Sur behalf. With reference to the list of 
®serving officera sent us by Wang Wen- 
Shao let the Board report thereon, 
(2) On the 7th of July last, a band of 
Obbers entered the house of the Treasury 
Clerk of the district of Ch‘uyanghsien and 
Violence was used by the former to obtain 
eir plunder. Again on the 17th of the 
§ame month the same or another band of 
Tobbers forcibly entered the house of a 
Wealthy woman named Chin Wang-shih 
Iving in the Northern walled-suburbs of 
€ district city of Hsiienhuahsien and 
Wounded this " woman who tried to 
°ppose their ransacking the house for 
Plunder. Upon being apprised of the 
Matter by the magistrates of these two 
districts, Wang Wen-shao, the Viceroy 
of Chihli, issued stringent orders to them 
to make all haste to recover the plunder 
and punish the bandits according to law. 
ince then the usual period of three 
Months and ten days has elapsed without 
tither any of the robbers having been 
arrested or plunder recovered which is a 
Clear proof uf the inefficiency of the police 
of these two cities. The said Viceroy, 
therefore, requests that the usual penalties 
® ordered upon these magistrates and the 
card concerned are to determine the 
®ame and report tous. In the meanwhile 
lowever, the said magistrates: must con- 
Unue to exercise their utmost efforts to 
Capture the robbers and recover the 
plunder within three months from this date, 
ailing which they will be punished more 
Severely, 

(3) Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy 
Of the Liangkiang provinces, denounces a 
Military officer, Li Hsin-yen, in the follow- 
ing terms:—The expectant Titu (Provincial 

ommander-in-Chief) Li Hsin-yen, who 
Commands the naval brigade of the Taihu 
ake of Kiangsu and also commands the 
Salt excise battalions of western Chékiang, 
Comprising in all thirteen battalions (nomi- 
Nally 6,500 men) is entrusted with the 
Special duty of catching bandits and salt 
Smugglers in the two provinces named 
above, But instead of doing his duty or 
8eeing his subordinates do theirs he has all 
along failed to do both and moreover when 
Memorialist sent a deputy to call the roll 
Of some of his battalions it was found that 
the Chieh ‘battalion was far below its 
Proper complement and the personnel 
Under average. In other words the said 
General has been pocketing the pay of 


his troops and swindling and squandering 
large suns of Government money as well 
as neglecting his proper duties, If, 
therefure, the delinquent official be not 
visited with severe and condign punish- 
ment it is to be feared that others will also 
be following his pernicious example, etc., 
Li Hsin-yen who is also Brigadier-General 
of the military circuit of Haimén, Chékiang, 
is accordingly cashiered and dismissed the 
service as a warning to others. The said 
Viceroy also denounces two of Li Husin- 
yen’s subordinate officers, namely, the ex- 
pectant Jitu, Wang Chin-pang, who is 
accused of low habits disgraceful to the 
service, and the already degraded T'itu, 
Shen Mou-sheng, for not keeping his 
battalion under proper discipline. Both 
these officers are therefore degraded, the 
first to the rank of a Colonel, and the se- 
cond-—who was given a brevet button of the 
5th rank shortly after being deprived of his 
General’s rank—is to have hig crystal button 
also taken away from him, and neither of 
the two shall be allowed to continue serving 
in their brigade under any circumstances. 
The Board of War is commanded to take 
note of this. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty will grant audience to- 
morrow at noon to a foreign Minister in the 
Wéenhua Throne-hall after -which his Maje- 
aty will proceed to the Lake Palaces. 


11th November. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE, 


His Majesty granted audience to H.E, 
K‘S Lo-peh, (? Colbert) Minister of the 
Kingdom of Holland, in the Wénhua 
Throne-hall this noon. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Sung Fan, Viceroy of the Yun- 
Kuei provinces, denounces Major Mu 
Ching-chih, commanding the Yunnan- 
Kuangsi salt excise battalions, of hav- 
ing in the first place failed in keeping 
the proper complement of the troops in 
each battalion, and in the second of not 
commissioning for active service the pro- 
per number of salt excise guard boats, 
thereby pocketing the money which should 
have been paid for the proper comple- 
ment and defrauding the Imperial ex- 
chequer. Such insatiable avarice cannot 
be condoned and deserves the severest 
punishment. The said Major is therefore 
forthwith cashiered and ordered to be 
placed under arrest to stand his trial for 
defrauding the government, as a warning to 
others, 


(2) Chung Huan, Tartar-General of 
Kokonor, denounces the officials in charge 
of the Imperial herds of horses, black cattle, 
and sheep for extreme carelessuess, thereby 
causing large numbers of the horses and 
cattle and sheep placed under their care 
to die for wan’ of proper treatment and 
food. The official buttons of the chief 
herdsmen of the various grazing grounds 
concerned are therefore ordered to be taken 
away from them, and the said ‘Tartar Gene- 
ral is further commanded to see to it that 
the delinquent officers be made to make 
good the losses caused by their carelessness 
within six mouths from date of these pre- 
sents. Should they fail to do this within 
the specified time the said herdsmen are to 
be further denounced and placed under 
arrest and forcible measures used to make 
them refund the value of the horses, etc., 
that have died, 


(3) Tsai Tséh, Prince of the 4th Order, 
having gone into mourning, A K‘6-tan is 
commanded to act as Lieutenant-General 
of the Yellow Mongol Banner «ad interim. 


12th November. 


Wu T'ing-fén, Vice-President of the 
Imperial Clan Court, is this day also 
appointed a member of the Tsungli Yamén. 


THE FOOCHOW TARTAR GENERALSHIP. 


Pien Pao-ch ‘uan, Viceroy of the Min-Ché 
provinces, gives thanks fur the decree 
appointing him acting Tartar General of 
Foochow. On the 22nd of Angust last 
Ch‘ing Yii the late Tartar General, took 
sick and died leaving the post vacant. 
Memorialist thereupon, in conjunction 
with Ts’a-ha-fo-pu, the Manchu Brigade 
General of Foochow, telegraphed the matter 
to the Tsung]i Yamén requesting that Oltice 
to memorialise Ch‘ing Yii’s death to the 
Throne. On the 19th of September 
last a telegram from the said Yamén 
was received by memorialist apprising 
him that his Majesty had been plessed 
to appoint him ad interim Tartar General, 
and so on the 21st of that month memo- 
rialist entered upon his extra duties 
but with fear and anxiety lest his abilities 
fell short. of the importance of the new 
post. Already, as Viceroy of Min-Ché 
memoriajist has his hands full, being also 
Governor of Fukien and High C:mmis- 
sioner of the Foochow arsenal and dock- 
yard. Owing to the gravity and 
importance of the duties connected there- 
with, memorialist had always been in 
doubt whether he could be able to per- 
form them without hitch so as to deserve 
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his Majesty's confidence in him. And 
now to be distinguished by the appoint- 
ment to a fourth and most important 
post which has the superintendence, more” 
over, of the Maritime Customs revenue 
of the port, memoprialist would beg thé 
indulgence of his Majesty to look lenie”- 
tly over any fault which he may 
commit in the future, while on the 
other hand, he will exert himself to the 
utmost to deserve the trust reposed in him 
by his Sovereign, for the above extra mark 
of which memorialist now begs tu return 
his sincerest thanks and lasting gratitude. 
—-Reseript : Noted, 


13th November. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(2) Féng Hsii is appointed prefect of 
Fénghsiangfu, Anhui. 

(3) Fu Jiin, Governor of Anhui, reports 
that he has received a memorial from 
Liu Shéng-hsiu, Brigadier-General of the 
Honan-Hopei (south and north banks © 
the Yellow river) military Circuit of Honan 
province, now on sick letve at his home iP 
Anhui, requesting him to memorialise 0” 
his behalf to the Throne praying that he 
might be permitted to resign the above 
named pest as his (the said Brigadier- 
General’s) health will not allow him te 
resume active duties within the limits 0 
his leave of absence, etc. As the reasons 
set forth by the ssid Brigadier-General are 
proper he is hereby allowed to resign lis 
post. 

(4) The same Governor sends us another 
memorial denouncing the expectant 7'7t, 
Chou Yun-tien, stating that the said Gen- 
eral had returned to Anhui with his brigade 
from the north, after the conclusion 0 
peace, but that when memorialist sent de- 
puties to inspect the troops under him it 
was found that there was a large deficit i” 
the complement of the various battalions 
and that he had been drawing pay for full 
battalions, etc. Such contempt for the laws 
and insatiable avarice on the part of this 
General deserve condign punishment, and 
he is therefore ordered to be cashiere 
and dismissed the service as a warning 10 
others and for the maintenance of proper 
administration of our troops. 

(5) Ya Lien-yuan is appointed Police 
Censor of the Northern City of Peking. 

(6) Heian Ch‘ing-yuan the Hanlin i8 
hereby allowed to continue his name on 
the roll of the Hanlin Academicians. 


Nov. 13—15,] 


1 


THE PEKING FAMINE RESERVE FUND. 


Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, 
Teports that in obedience to a ‘telegram 
Teceived from the Board of Revenue he is 
Now sending Tis. 13,000 to Peking which 
18 the contribution this year of the province 
of Szechuan towards the Famine Reserve 

Und set by specially to relieve distress in 

© Imperial prefecture of Shuntienfu in 
fase of inundations or drought. The severe 

istress experienced in Shuntienfu previous 
to 1882 caused the Throue to command 
the Board of Revenue to begin collecting 
from that year the sum of Tls. 12,000 an- 
Rually from each of the provincial adminis- 
Tations of the Empire, and in the eveut 
of Imtercalary months to collect Tls. 1,000 
extra. So far Szechuan province has not 
fallen into arrears in this connection, but 
Wing to the urgent need of money at the 
Metropolis of the Empire, the Board of 
evenue has telegraphed to memorialist to 
Send as soon as possible the Tis. 13,000 
owing to the 5th intercalary month) due 
for 1895. This he has done, and on the 20th 
of October last the Provincial Treasurer 
acting under instructions of memorialist 
anded over the above sum to the Jeh 
eng:ch'ang bank for transmission to 
eking with the understanding that it 
Should be deposited in the Treasury of the 

Oard of Revenue not later than the 18th 
of December next.—Rescript: Let the 
Stid Board take note. 


14th November. 
IMPERLAL DECREES. 

(1) Yii Hsien-ying isappointed Brigadier- 

eneral of the Honan-Hopei Military 
Circiut of Honan province vicé Liu Sheng- 
Slu resigned on account of sickness. 

(2) Shih Pao-ch‘eng is ordered to come 
to Peking, to await appointment to office. 

(4) I Ling-ngeh is appointed Manchu 
Brigade General of Liangchou, Kansu. 
(4) Liao Shou-féng, Governor of Ché- 
kiang, reports in eulogistic terms the 
Patriotic conduct of Chu Chih, the retired 
Unior Vice-President of the Board of 

ar, who expended a great portion of his 
Private income on the repairing of the Hang- 
chow Bay and River embankments much to 
he benefit of the people of that city. As 
Such philanthropic conduct is most com- 
Mendable we hereby present the said ex- 
Vice-President with a tablet written by 
Our own hand as 4 reward for his generoua 
Sonduet, which shali be hung up in Chu 

hih’s residence at Hangchow by the said 

Overnor himself who shall act for us in 

18 matter, 


(5) The Board of War is commanded to 
consider the suggestions of the Censor 
Siin Wu-ch‘ien with respect to certain 
alterations in the manner of passing can- 
didates competing for the military degrees 
at Peking, and in regard to which a 
memorial was presented to us this morn- 
ing. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCES. 

His majesty granted audience in the 
Grand Council Chamber this morning to 
Lung Hsi-ch ‘ing, Provincial Treasurer-elect 
of Chékiang, and to Yiin Tsu-yi, Provincial 
Judge-elect of Hupeh. The first asked 
for the Imperial permission to proceed to 
his post, and the second officer to report 
his arrival at the capital to render thanks 
personally for his new appointment. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 

Prince Kung and the Prince of the 
Naiman Mongols, Khalkha League, have 
received permission from his majesty to 
extend their sick leave for another five 
days. 

No papers of interest. 

15th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Commandant of the Peking Gendar- 
merie reports the capture by his forces of 
five bandits who had been guilty of rob- 
bing in broad daylight with arms in their 
hands, etc., Let the men be handed over 
to the Board of Punishments for trial and 
let the utmost efforts be made for the 
capture of the rest of the band who are 
still at large. 

THE LAND REVENUE OF RUNAN. 

Wu Ta-chéng, the retiring Governor, 
presents his annual report of the collection 
of the land revenue for the province of 
Hunan for the year 1894, According to 
the petition of Ho Ch‘u, Provincial 
Treasurer, and Tan UHsiang-liang, Grain 
Intendant, the tax on arable land in the 
province was estimated to total the sum of 
Tls. 1,251,801.36, odd for the year 1894, 
Owing to the inundations during that year 
in the districts of Juhsien and Yiyanghsien 
and the department of Yaochouwei, taxey 
to the amount of Tls. 8,013.96 were how- 
ever remitted and Tis. 22,512.63, odd, 
allowed to stand over to next year’s 
account. The actual total of taxes that 
should have been collected in. this reapect 
ought to have amounted to Tls. 1,221,274.76 
odd ; but of this sum only Ts. 1,127,201.49 
odd, had at the time of making out thig 
report, been collected, and Tls.94,073.27, 
odd, had not yet been handed in to 
the Treasury by the various districts of 


the province. Furthermore there is the 
saving in porterage, wages, freight, etc., 
to the Treasury made by the transmission 
to Peking of the value in silver of 
the Tribute Rice of the province instead 
of in kind, amounting'to Tls.149,408. 26, 
odd. Of this sum ‘Ils. 3,203.75, odd, 
should be deducted owing to remission 
of taxes from districts named above: 
and another sum of Tis. 11,754.04, odd, 
grauted for the year as State aid for 
the relief of orphans, widows, etc., in the 
province, and a further sum of Ts. 
682.71, odd, not yet collected for porterage, 
freight, etc. The deduction of the above 
amounts therefore brings the actual sum 
that should be in the Treasurer’s hands 
under the above heading to Tls. 133,767.38, 
odd. But at the time of writing this 
report Tls. 130,351.42, odd, only, had been 
collected, and Tis. 3,415.95, odd, was still 


due from the laggard districts. Despatches, 


however, have been sent to. the latter 
ordering 'hem to send in the balance at 
once under pain of being denounced to 
the Throne. A detailed balance sheet is 
hereby also enclosed for his Majesty’s 
perusal and also a list of the magistrates 
of the districts, who had failed to send in 
their taxes at the time of the making up 
of this report.—Kescript: Let the Bourd of 
Revenne take note. 


16th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kao Sieh-tséng is appointed Super- 
vising Censor and Keeper of the Seals of 
the Board of Civil Appointments. 

(2) Sung Lin is appointed Manchu 
Judicial Commissary of Ili, Kuldja, in the 
New Dominion. 

Nv papers of interest. 


17th November. 
IMPERIAL DECRRES. 


(1) T’an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Two 
Kuang, denounces the unattached expec- 
tant Taotai, Liu Hsio-hsiin (Weising 
Lottery Monopolist) a notable «f Canton, on 
the ground that he had been charged with 
fraudulently keeping back monies due by 
him to the provincial government arising 
from the «ssumption by him of the Wei- 
sing lottery monopoly of Canton, and re- 
quests that the said notable be cashiered of 
hig rank, etc. The request is granted and 
the said Viceroy is commanded to arrest 
the man for trial aud an examination of 
his accounts. 

(2) The province of Kuangtung has 
always retained the unsavoury name of 
possessing multitudes of bandits within its 
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borders who occasion considerable trouble 
to the authorities by their audacious raids 
upon peaceable villages and towns. For 
a long time these bandits had escaped 
capture and overspread themselves in the 
departments and districts of Kueislian, 
Yungan, Ch‘anglo, Wuch‘uan, and Shao- 
chou. In the months of May and June 
this year a certain chief of these bandits; 
named T‘ang Kuan-shih, gathered an im- 
mense rabble uuder his banner and bega? 
systematically to plunder the countryside. 
At that time the Acting Provincial Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Liu Pang-sheng, started 
to attack the bandits and aided by contin- 
gents of village militia he succeeded in 
beheading a number of the chief robbers 
(insurgents) and confining the remaining 
within a limited sphere of operations. 
Thereupon Viceroy T‘an Chung-lin sent 
the expectant J'‘itu, Chang Ch‘un-fa, with 
a considerable force to assist in crushing the 
insurrection which was finally done; but 
the supreme chief of all the robbers, 
one P‘ang, nick-named ‘Eczema Dregs,” 
escaped with a body of his followers into 
the hill district of Yingchu‘an and made 
a stand in the fastnesses of Tayangshan 
inountain, Here he defied the troops 
to attack him and succeeded in killing 
a number of troops and some officers. 
But eventually. the troops were too 
strong for him and P‘ang had to flee 
for safety. being further deserted by many 
of his followers. At Jast, however, oD 
the 12th of October, P‘ang having been 
tracked to the district of Huachow, 
was captured and being identified wa9 
summarily decapitated. In consequence 
of this the country at large became 
again peaceful: all bad characters being 
swept away by thetroops. For this piece 
of work we agree with the said Viceroy, 
that rewards should be granted to the 
deserving civil and military ofticers who 
contributed by their energy and zeal to the 
successes which followed their efforts, an 

resulted in the complete pacification of the 
disturbed districts. We therefore grapt 
the promotion recommended on behalf vf-— 
(then comes a list of some seventy names). 


18th November. 
IMPERIAL DECHEES. 


(1) The Censor Chin Yu denounces the 
officials in charge of the storehouses 
belonging to the Imperial Household De- 
partment and the Privy Purse, and charges 
them with using fraudulent means toe 
pilfer the articles of value stored therein 
for the sole use of the Imperial House- 
hold. These are most serivnus charges an 
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choula be strictly investigated to get 
- the bottom of the matter. We therefore 
Ppoint the Grand Secretary Lin Shu and 
Bo Ying-k‘uei, Vice-President of the 
an tof Revenue, to investigate the charges 
Nd if found to be true tw denounce the 
clinquents in order that they may be 
Punished to the utmost extent of the law. 
th 2) We are deeply grieved to learn of 
© death of opr loyal servant Ma Pei-yao, 
4teGovernorof Kuangtung. Atanearly age 
ae attained to the rank of a Chinshih and 
“8 such was appointed to be a district 
Magistrate. From thence he was succes- 
Pa promoted to the ranks of prefect 
a Taotai, giving much satisfaction to his 
2 Periors by his honesty, probity, zeal, 
nd ability. ‘Through these qualities his 
promotion was rapid until we find him at 
18 death Governor of Kuangtung and a 
Most trusted officer. Let the posthumous 
ONours and government grant usual for a 
Pergon of his rank be given to his family, 
a let any faults of his be erased from the 
ards as a slight acknowledgment of our 
“Miration for a trusty servant who has 
Jed in harness, 
= (3) The chinshth Chang Yung-ying, who 
48 given an audience this morning, is 
Ordered to proceed to the Board of Civil 
Zoe Pointments where he is to draw lots 
ee the province where he is to go to as 
Xpectant district magistrate. 
wis? Lin Ch‘an-huan is appointed Super- 
eg Censor and Keeper of the Seals of 
© Board of Civil Appointments. 


19th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
yb, With reference to the memorial of 
B Ping-heng requesting that a Peking 
‘ Sard deputy assistant secretary who was 
Peat to Shantung during the late war to 
hoo him in that province be allowed to re- 
4ln there as a provincial expectant official, 
 Chang-yi, formerly of the Board of 
pak Appointments, is herely permitted to 
{xchange his rank for that of an expectant 
‘dependent sub-prefect of Shantung and 
© Board in question is hereby commanded 
© take note thereof. 
en) Appointing a number of officials to 
© metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
tations, 
b (3) All officers connected with Court are 
ie excused from attending to State 
Sypness during three days (25th, 26th and 
a instant) in honour of the birthday an- 
Wergary of H. I. M. the Empress Dowager 
ich occurs on the 26th. 
Cc (4) The Princes and Ministers of our 
urt who have been invited to attend the 


Palace theatricals on the three days men- 
tioned above are also invited to partake of 
‘the banquets provided on the occasion. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty has signified his intention to 
view in person to-morrow morning the 
archery, sword and heavy weight (granite 
blocks) competitions of the military can- 
didates for the chinshih degree which are 
commanded to take place at the Archery 
butts of the Palace. 


20th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Tsai Lan, a Duke belonging to the 
ninth degree of the collateral branch of the 
Imperial Clan, is hereby granted the privi- 
lege of doing duty before the Presence. 

(2) The Manchu Brigade General, I 
Kung, is hereby promoted to be one of the 
Guards of the Presence. 

(3) Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Viceroy of Shen- 
kan, is ordered to retire from office and 
return to his native province (Hunan), and 
‘ao Muh is appointed a ting Viceroy in- 
stead. As for the Governorship of S'urkes- 
tan (New Dominion) vacated by the said 
T‘ao Muh, let Jao Ying-ch‘i, Provincial 
Trasurer of the province, assume the post 
of acting Governor. 

Ch‘eng Yiin, Provincial Trasurer of 
Kuangtung, is appointed acting Governor 
vice Ma Pei-yao, deceased. 

(4) At the archery, sword and heavy 

weight competitions this morning of the 
candidates for the military Chinshih degree 
there were two of the latter who were found 
to be lacking in the accomplishment and 
strength to have qualified for the privilege 
of appearing at the Palace examinations 
before us, namely Ch‘ang Ning-shih of 
Honan, and Wang Chen-chiang of Kuang- 
tung. These two men are hereby deprived 
of the privilege of reappearing at the next 
Trennial examinations or for one period 
(six years). 
- (5) As for the high Examiners appointed 
by the Throne to preside over the first and 
second competitions, the Boards concerned 
are to determine the penalties deserved by 
them for passing such men as the twonamed 
above. 

(6) With reference to the memorial of 
the Grand Chamberlains on behalf of Hsi 
Lang-2, 8 Guard of the Presence, who 
asks permission to resign his post owing to 
illness, the request is granted and Hai 
Lang-i is hereby allowed to retire into 
private life to attend to his maladies. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 
_ Hu Pting-chih, Governor-elect of Shansi, 
and Wei Kuang-tao, Governor-elect of 
Shensi, reported their arrival in the capital 
to the Emperor in the Grand Council 
Chamber this morning. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His majesty will attend at the T’aiho 
Audience Room to-morrow morning to 
confer the titles of Chua.g-yuan (Optimus) 
Panayen (Secundus), and 2"an-hia (Tertius) 
upon the best three of the Chinshih gra- 
Quates at the recent military examinations 
in the Palace. 


21st November. 
No papers of interest. 
22nd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wen Po, Police Censor of the 
Eastern city, denounces the lawless con- 
duct of Liu Ch‘i-jui, Second Lieutenant of 
the Left battalion, in charge of the military 
post at Hoyang, who relying on his position 
defied the civil authorities who desired to 
question him with reference to a certain 
case, etc. We hereby command that the 
said Lieutenant be temporarily deprived 
of his rank pending the charges against 
him being proved, in order that he may 
attend the trial as a commoner. 

(2) The Supervising Censor Wang 
Hui-ying denounces one Liu Chin-san, 
a petty officer belonging to the Féng- 
yi Granary at Peking, on the ground 
that previous to July of this year 
while opening the granary doors for the 
distribution of the monthly rice rations of 
the middle battalion, the said Liu Chin-san 
took advantage of the opportunity to mis- 
appropriate a quantity of grain and sell 
it to outsiders, etc. The man surely 
deserves severe punishment for his crime 
and the Board of Punishments is ordered 
to arrest him and make a strict inves- 
tigation into the granary abuses complained 
of by the said Censor, in order that the 
whole of the frauds and peculations that 
have been going on in this connection may 
be brought to light. In order to make a 
proper and accurate inventory of the num- 
ber of bags of rice and cereals lying in the 
said granary the said Censor recommends 
that the officials-there should stop for the 
time receiving new tribute rice come up 
through the Grand Canal. We hereby com- 
mand the Vice-Presidents of the Imperial 
Granaries to make the necessary arrange- 
ments in the matter in order to fucilitate 
investigations. 
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(3) Wén Po, Police Censor of the Easter? 
city, reports the capture by his gendarmes 
of some thieves who had been discovere 
to have stolen a large quantity of valuable 
porcelain and china ware, antique an 
modern, deposited in the porcelain store’ 
houses of the Imperial Household Depart: 
ment and also the arrest by him ° 
the men concerned in buying the sai 
ware from the thieves. The Board of 
Punishments is hereby commanded t& 
try the three thieves, namely, Méng 
Shun-erh, Liu Mo-lin, and Hu Ming-hai; 
and the three receivers of stolen property: 
namely, Lii Té-san, Tuan Erh, and Chang 
Ché-t‘ang, and if proved guilty to sentence 
them to the utmost rigors of the law. A% 
for the men who have fled for fear © 
capture, viz:— Li Sst and a “man of the 
surname of Wang, let the utmost efforts be 
made for their capture and punishment- 
With reference to the officials who have 
charge of the storehouses in questin there 
is no excuse for their unusual blindness and 
carelessness in that they bad not the least 
inkling of the numerous thefts that had 
evidently been going on for quite a long 
time. The Comprtrollers-general of the 
Imperial Household Department ar? 
therefore commanded to __ investigate 
and denounce for punishment the 
delinquents in’ this case. The Board 
of Punishments is also commanded t? 
find out from the evidence of the thieves 
the various dates of their thefts and in- 
form the Captain-General of the Vanguard 
Division of the Imperial Guard whose duty 
it is to patrol the grounds where thé 
porcelain storehouses are situated, 5° 
that the said Captain-General may fin 
out the names of the guardsmen.on duty 
on those occasions and make the necessary 
denunciations to us. 

(4) The other day the Censor Ch‘et 
Ch‘i-chang sent in a recommendation fot 
the framing of rules to govern the date 
of seniority of the Chinshih graduate? 
who had purchased the right to offici 
preferments, as well as the amount 0° 
salaries each of this class of officials shoulé 
draw, etc. We handed the said paper t? 
the Board of Civil Appointments with 
instructions to report on its feasibility: 
The said Board however reported adverse’ 
ly on the matter. The said Censor no¥ 
persists in his recommendations and pray§ 
that a fresh consultation be made on th? 
question, The prayer is granted and th? 
said Board is commanded to go into th® 
matter in detail to see what can really b? 
done so as to give satisfaction to the 
numerous officials concerned therein. 
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. IMPERIAL DECREES. 
. (1) Those amongst our Princes and Min- 
oo of the Court who have been graciously 
Sked to join us in witnessing the theatricals 
and Palace festivities on the 25th, 26th and 
th lnstant on the occasion of the birthday 
nniversary of H.I.M. the Empress-Dowa- 
Ber which occurs on the 26th, are hereby 
Uurthermore granted the privilege.of using 
the houseboats and barges on the Lakes on 
se three days. 
(2) Ying Ch‘i is hereby appointed Man- 
chu Chief Director of the Imperial Stud 
aster of Horse). 


THE KIRIN TARTAR-GENERAL: REPORT ON A 
DENUNCIATORY MEMORIAL. 

En Tséh, Vice-Governor of Kirin, reports 
Upon the result of his investigations into 
the chargea made against Ch‘ang Shun, 

artar-General and Military Governor, in 
obedience to a secret edict of the 25th of 

eptember last transmitted by the Grand 

Suncil and received by memorialist on 
the 5th of October by special messenger 
°f the Office of Transmission. After re- 
Yerently reading his majesty’s edict memo- 
Malist finds that a certain Censor had 

€nounced Ch‘ang Shun, Tartar-General of 
~rin, of ‘* confiding positions of trust and 
importance to pertidious, avaricious, and 
Vicious characters such as the expectant 
Prefect Wén Yiin; the deputy (weiywar) 

hang Ch'eng-t‘ai; the Senior Wing 
fficer, Fu Hsing; the prefect Ming 
h‘eng ; anda number of civil and wilitary 
Petty officers whom the said Tartar-General 
ad placed in the Kirin Arsenal and 
ther posts of Imperial importance.” 

‘thermore the accused high oflicer in 
availing himself of the services of such 
Men ‘had never thought at any time of 
ceasionally watching their conduct or put- 
ng some sort of restraint on them. In 
Consequence of which these men had furmed 
8 clique for the advancement of their own 
avarice and ambitions, insomuch that the 
Most barefaced instances of receiving bribes 
and the like could be cited against the 
Men, who had been unworthily given power 
over the interests of the inhabitants of 
—Irin.” Under the circumstance his ma- 
Jesty had considered it to be of the utmost 
\mportance that a strict investigation should 
~® made of the above charges by some 
Impartial high official, who could not be 
dfluenced by the specious intrigues of the 
®cCcused clique and their employer and 
Patron, etc. In consideration of this mark 
°f confidence of his Majesty, memorialist 
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had gone to work with the sole aim of 
making an impartial and secret enquiry 
into the truth of the above allegations ; nor 
has he dared, in making the following 
report, to be influenced in any way, other 
than the desire to deserve the Imperial 
confidence placed in him, First as to 
the general characteristics of the accused 
Tartar General Ch‘ang Shun. In the 
opinion of the memorialist Ch‘ang Shun 
has always been a man of great honesty, 
modesty and probity ; charitable of spirit 
and ever having the welfare of the people 
at heart. Asa matter of fact, his general 
example and patriotism have always in- 
fluenced those around him to emulate good 
deeds, and since his appointment as Tartar 
General he has gained the devotion and 
respect of all of his subordinates, not 
excluding even the memorialist himself. 
Memorialist can give many instances where 
Chang Shun, duly appreciative of the 
extra, mark of Imperial bounties showered 
on him during the past, has had ever 
before him the aim of conducting himself 
in such a way as to deserve them. Memo- 
rialist, therefore, may well have been 
surprised to receive his Majesty's edict 
commanding him to carefully investigate 
seriatim the truth of the ahove neted 
allegations derogatory to the high charac- 
ter always borne by the aged Tartar 
General hereby accused. But mindful of 
his duty to the Throne memorialist has not 
dared to hide whatever matter he has 


.found proven to be improper in the 


past conduct of the accused during 
the course of his investigations into it 
The charges made are most serious in that 
there have been accusations of bribery, 
cruelty, indiscriminate slaughter of the 
innocent and the like. As a result of 
careful enquiries, secret and open, to- 
gether with a minute sifting of what 
had been gathered in this way, memo- 
rialist is now able to present his con- 
clusions to his sovereign on the subject, 
having regard only to such allegations as 
have been proved without doubt. Now 
the Tartar Generalship of Kirin possesses 
jurisdiction over Five Manchu Brigadier 
Generalships ; one Intendancy (Taotaiship); 
two prefectures ; four independent. depart- 
ments (sub-prefectureships) ; and two Asien 
districts, extended over a large superficial 
area, and therefore not the least of the ap- 
panages of the Throne, in point of import- 
ance, extent, and multifarious duties con- 
nected therewith. Over this dependency of 
the Crown Ch‘ang Shun has been chief 
Magistrate and commandant for the space 
of six years, in the midst of which he has 
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Succeeded in sweeping away numerous 
abuses, punished the unjust and hitherto 
powerful local notables, suppressed brigand- 
age formerly rife in this sparsely inhabited 
territory, and put on a sound financial 
basis a Famine reserve fund for giving aid 
to districts afflicted by the hand of Heaven. 
Hence the people of Kirin possess a love 
and devotion for Ch‘ang Shun quite unique 
in the history of this dependency. His 
energy and zeal wherever the interests and 
welfare of his people are concerned are 
established and patent to all who have 
served under him. These facts had already, 
on previous occasions, been reported to his 
Majesty and therefore there is.no occasion 
here for memorialist to continue his eulogy 
thereon. Hence the allegation denouncing 
Ch‘ang Shun of constantly failing in his 
duties in the government of his post plainly 
falls to the ground. The next allegation 
is that Ch‘ang Shun is an “ illiterate in the 
Chinese written language : and hence has to 
trust to his perfidious secretaries to read 
his despatches and write his answers to 
them. These men therefore impose on his 
ignorance and do all corts of trickeries and 
frauds unbeknown to him.” Asa matter 
of fact Ch‘ang Shun although not a literary 
graduate in Chinese, yet, at the same time, 
is not so ignorant as has been tried to be 
made out, for he reads all his despatches 
himself, writes the rescripts and frames the 
answers with his own hand, leaving the 
clean copies to be made out by his scribes 
and secretaries as is the custum in every 
province of the empire amongst the Vice- 
roys, Governors, and other high provin- 
cial authorities whose multifarious duties 
compel them to resort to this method. 
With regard, however, to the characters of 
Ch‘ang Shun’s secretaries and scribes me- 
morialist cannot deny, without being par- 
tial, that some of them are not what should 
have been expected of men in their position, 
and begs leave to refer to them in another 
memorial. But as regards the accused 
officials named in the first part of this 
memorial, it has been found that the 
charges cannot'be proved and that many had 
been the result of imagination. With re- 
ference, however, to the imposition of 
taxes on territory occupied by squatters 
from China who had settled down in 
many parts of the province and taken 
possession of land for cultivation it seemed 
that owing to a hostile opposition by these 
people it was found necessary to call in 
the military to overawe the unruly. 
Especially as it turned out that the many 
thousands of the lawless squatters had 
stockaded and fortified their villages in 


order to defy the authorities who had 
come to assess the cultivated land for thé 
collection of taxes. Although the squatters 
began the attack on the troops thereby 
bringing on bloodshed in several instance® 
and resulting in several tens of thesquatte™ 
being killed in the conflicts that ensued 
memorialist, however, thinks that as hea' 
magistrate of the territory in which hé 
stands in loco parentis over the peopl 
Wen Yuan, prefect of Ch‘angch‘unfu, 
should have endeavoured in the first 
instance to have tried to overcome oppos!” 
tion by using persuasive and mild measure? 
instead of bringing matters to a head by 
calling in the aid of the military to repre#9 
the warlike opposition offered by the people- 
He would probably havesucceeded by patient 
endeavours in conciliating the people wh? 
could have been made amenable to reason 18 
course of time and would finally have con” 
sented to taxation similar to Central China; 
but influenced by Chang Ch‘eng-tai, an e%” 
pectant sub-prefect, Wen Yuan did the 
contrary, thereby bringing on a dangerou? 
crisis which required considerable tact an! 
concession on the part of the Tartar-Gener®! 
himself to prevent widespread insurrectinD- 
Those two officers as well:as the Seniof 
Wing Officer whose troops were used to b@ 
the instruments of repressive measured 
have therefore been guilty of indiscretio® 
for which they deserve punishment from 
his Majesty.—/‘ecree already published 1% 
Gazette of the 6th instant. 


24th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Court of Sacrificial Ceremonies 
memorialises that the 22nd of December 
will be the Winter Solstice, on which occa” 
sion we propose to proceed in person 
offer up sacrifices at the Temples of Heave® 
and of Earth to pray that the following 
year may witness more prosperity and hap- 
piness amongst the agricultural portions of 
our empire. With reference to the minof 
altars in these two temples, En Ch‘ings 
Chung Hsiu, Min Hein, and Ying Chi? 
are commanded to sacrifice there in ovf 
stead on that day. 


THE SECRETARIES OF THE TARTAR GENERAY 
OF KIRIN. 


En Tséh, Vice-Governor of Kirin, de: 
nounces certain of the secretaries attached 
to the yamén of Ch‘ang Shun, Tartar Gev- 
eral and Military Governor of the samé 
province, as a result of his investigation® 
in obedience to the commands of thé 
Throne in answer to a denunciation madé 
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we 


by 4 Censor (Hung P'ing-liang). The me- 
Morialist finds that the secretaries de- 
Nounced, viz:—the Shansi expectant che- 
sien Huang Yi; the expectant sub-prefect 
th T‘ung-yii, and the Kiangsu expectant 
thehsien Wang Shih-ch‘en, are all that have 
een described of them, namely, avaricious, 
teacherous, receivers of bribes, and who 
ok advantage of their positions to sell 
tate secrets for sums of money. Memo- 
Nialist therefore recommends that the first 
Wo of the accused men be cashiered and 
ismissed forever from the public service, 
8nd that the laat named be expelled from 
© province and not permitted in the 
‘future to return to Kirin to seek office as & 
Secretary or some such position.—Rescript : 
Granted. Vide Gazette translations of 6th 
ovember. 


25th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Asa mark of special grace Huai T’a-pu, 
President of the Board of Works, Kuei 

Siang, Captain-General of the Hanchiin 
Bordered White Banner, and Hsii_ Shu- 
Min, Junior Vice-President of the Board 
Of War, are hereby permitted from this 
day forth to ride on horseback within the 
Precincts of the Forbidden City. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 
, His Majesty will return to-morrow morn- 
ing at 6 o'clock to his own Palace, and at 
o'clock will proceed to the Tzening 
alace to perform congratulatory obeisances 
to Her Majesty, the Empress-Dowager, on 
he occasion of the Imperial birthday an- 
hiversary. At eleven o'clock their Imperial 
ajesties will proceed with their respective 
ourts to witness the Palace theatricals at 
the Lake Palaces. 
26th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Beiléh (Prince of the 3rd Order) Tsai 
Jiin is hereby permitted to do duty in the 

resence Chamber as a mark of extra grace. 

COURT CIRCULAE. 

His Majesty will arrive at the Palace 
theatre at 11 o’clock to-morrow forenoon, 
to witness the play there, and the Court 
8nd invited gueats are commanded to bein 
&ttendance at that hour. 

TH CHEXIANG PATRIOTIC FUND. 

Liao Shou-féng, Governor of Chékiang, 
Sends in a report for 1893-94 with reference 
to the monies raised by the people of 
Chékiang towards the national defence 
fund during the war with Japan. | The 
@mounts of the voluntary taxes paid by 
he tea and silk producers have already 


been reported to the Throne and sundry 
brevet buttons have been graciously grant- 
ed to the headmen of the two Guilds. There 
were, however, other voluntary contribu- 
tions to the fund by members of other 
trades and literary classes which amount 
in the aggregate to Tls. 46,408, odd, for 
which recognition should be made in order 
to encourage response to future appeals 
of a like nature. Hence memorialist re- 
quests that note should be made by the 
Board of Revenue and the Imperial 
Academy in order that the necessary com- 
missions for brevet ranks might be made 
out for presentation to donors (list ap- 
ended) who have contributed sums from 
Tle. 200 and above.—Rescript: Let the 
Board of Revenue report thereon. 


27th November. 


SOME ACCOUNTS OF THE FIGHTING 
WITH THE MAHOMMEDAN REBELS IN THE 
VICINITY OF HSINING. 


Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Senior Guardian of 
the Heir-Apparent, civil premier button, 
cashiered of viceregal rank but retained in 
office, and K‘uei Shun, decorated with the 
brevet rank of Assistant Military Governor 
and Imperial Resident of Hsining, jointly 
memorialise concerning some of the fighting 
that has taken place between the Imperial 
troops trying to relieve Hochou and Hsi- 
ning and the Mahommedan rebels of Kan- 
su. Memorialists have received a report 
from Li Pei-yung, Provincial Commander- 
in-chief of Kansu, stating that on the 28th 
of September last he and his army made 
an advance towards Hsining, and got as 
far as the Imperial Courier Station of 
Pingjung where he encamped with his 
army and fortified the post, against which 
he had information that a strong rebel 
force was advancing. But the latter 
on the contrary merely got as far ag 
Asiaochiak ‘ou, a mountain passa little over 
thirty 1 (ten miles) distant from Pingjung, 
and began felling trees, etc., to block the 
further advance of the Imperial troops, 
On the 4th of October, the said general 
despatched a body of troops with axes, 
etc., to cut down the obstructions and also 
to Hllin the trenches which had been dug 
by the rebels. This was partially success- 
ful, but when the detachment had got as 
far as a place called Tachai it was suddenly 
attacked by several hundred rebels who 
charged most furiously on the troops who 
succeeded in driving the former off, and 
were about to advance further on, when a 
rebel chief named Han Wén-hasiu brought 
up with him a strong force of Mahom- 
medans to reinforce the first body. At 


this juncture General Li Pei-yung led in 
person his whole army to reinforce this 
detachment, whereupon a general engage- 
ment ensued with varied success, even- 
tually ending in his shooting down a 
large number and capturing thirty odd 
prisoners, all of whom were summarily 
executed. The rebels, however, kept up 
a fusillade at long range although a terrific 
rainstorm came on, thoroughly drenching 
every one concerned. Our losses in this 
battle were a Colonel, two Lieutenant- 
Colonels, one Second Captain, and a Second 
Lieutenant and over one hundred soldiers. 
About this time Téng Tséng, Brigdier- 
General of Hsining, hearing that the rebels 
at Peich‘uan were gradually concentrating 
their men in order to surround General Li 
Pei-yung and his army, sent this informa- 
tion by scouts and made arrangements for 
a joint attack on the rebels before they 
could gather an army strong enongh to 
accomplish their object. Butin the mean- 
while the latter had already begun their 
forward movement and on the 14th of 
October, marching by way of Hokouk‘ou 
and on the flank of the Hsiaochia pass, came 
Pouring down in incredible numbers upon 

eneral Li’s army. The latter, however, 
had made his preparations to meet the 
emergency by ambushing a portion of his 
army along the flanks of the enemy and 
mneeting them in front with horse and foot. 
Tu this battle over one hundred rebels were 
captured and beheaded on the spet, the 
rest retreating in confusion. On the 2lst 
of October the rebels hitherto besieging 
Asining on tlhe south-east quarter again 
attacked General Li, by way of the 
Msiaochia pass, in great force. To meet 
the enemy General Li collected three- 
sevenths of every regiment under him to 
oppose the former, while he ambushed the 
rest amongst some trenches and pits which 
the rebels had to pass to attack the im- 
perialentrenchments. When the enemy had 
passed these points and the whole body was 
occupied with endeavouring to storm the 
entrenchment the signal was given and the 
ambushed trosps suddenly arose, attack- 
ing the rebels in the rear and flanks, while 
on the other hard the men behind the 
entrenchments sallied forth to attack the 
enemy in the front. The ruse was most 
successful, for after a fiercely contested 
battle lasting six hours the rebels, although 
greatly outnumbering our troops, were 
finally compelled to give way and retreat 
back to their camps. Whilst the above 
battle was going on the rebels had also sent 
a force by way of Hokou with the object 
of creating a diversion and attacking our 
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rear if chance was given for it. Genera! 
Li, by means of spies, however had amp/? 
nolice of this move and sent a divisioP 
of horse, field artillery, and infantry t? 
oppose this enemy in the rear of our 
entrenchments, ‘The artillery did sreat 
execution amongst the rebels, killing 
large numbers and preventing them frm 
coming too near the entrenchments. 
The rest then retreated in confusion. After 
this battle the rebe’s remained quiet for 
a while, General Li in the meantime sen@- 
ing videttes two miles beyond the lines t? 
protect the Buddhist villages wherever 
possible. Owing to the imniense superiority 
in numbers of the rebels General Li was un- 
able to make any advance, being compelle 

to resistattacks dav and night aud to remaid 
on the defensive. His plan was to divide his 
force equally, one half to keep watch and 
resist tle enemy’s attack in the day time, 
aud the other half to be prepared to fight 
in the night. Inu this way his men were 
enabled to get a little rest and obviated 
the chance of their being worn out by the 
continuous attacks and false alarms of the 
enemy. With reference to the siege 0 
Haining, it was commenced on the 20th 
September by the rebels attacking Nan- 
chuan, an outpost of the city, by way 0 

the middle road. A force was sent by 
the memorialist K‘uei Shun, to reinforce 
the local militia holding that village, an 

at daybreak of the next day the rebels 
again attacked the place on three sides. In 
this battle the officer in command, Chou 
Kuang-yao, was killed by a bullet in his 
breast, as well as eighteen of the militia- 
men and volunteers. On the 2nd of October 
2,000 rebel horsemen came by way of the 
South hill and Chiuhua temple to attack 
the old city (Hsining) The memorialist 
(K‘uei Shun) then sent his own body- 
guards, assisted by two battalions of regu- 
lar troops under the command of Brigadier 
General Teng Tséng to resist the enemy, 
when the latter were again reinforced by 
over 1,000 men who made a diversion in 
attacking another part of the city. They, 
however, were forced to retreat after losing 
over eighty of their number. The fighting 
about the vicinity of Hochou by the troops 
sent to relieve that city was very meagre, 
owing to the slender force opposed to the 
rebels; but there are no defeats of our 
troops to record although our losses were 
comparatively heavy. Memorialists are, 
however, waiting for the approach of the 
relieving army under General Tung Fu- 
hsiang, of Kashgar, whose army from last 


' accounts has arrived at Titao, before any- 


thing decisive can be done. But they 
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rently fear for the safety of the small 

tmy of General Li Pei-yung who has been 
Practically surrounded by the rebels on his 
; ay to relieve Hsining. Memorialists have 

So sent couriers to General Tung Fu- 

Slang, hasteniny his advance to relieve 
; Sining, but according to a letter from the 
he General he has decided to attack the 
rh ls at Hochou first and relieve that city, 
Pals he expects that the raising of the 

lege of Hsining will be an easy affair. 

18 is what he predicts and it is necessary 

° await the result of his campaign bef re 
Nemorialists can send another report.—Res- 
vript : Let the names of the officers who have 

een killed in battle be sent to the Boards for 
elermination of suitable grants and honours. 
28th November, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
fi (1) Chung Kuang is appvinted to sacri- 
. in our stead at the temple dedicated to 

Ne Equine God inside the Palace. 

(2) With reference to the sacrificial 
Vorship to be conducted at the Ancestral 
tablets in the Palace on the 1st of Decem- 

er next, let one of the Princes of the 4th 

tder (Beitsze) sacrifice there in our stead 
On that day. 
O papers of interest. 


29th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We have received the memorial of Sung 
Chiun, Director-General of the Grand 
anal, reporting the peaceful condition 
uring the past season of the lakes, rivers 
and Canal supervised by him. It would 
®ppear that owing to the care and watch- 
Uness of the said Director-General and 
18 subordinates, although during the 
autumn monthe, just passed, the districts 
Under them had been visited by considera- 

® rain storms, they were enabled to pre- 
rent the freshets caused by these storms 
Teaking down the embankinents and dykes 
~but at the cost of much labour at the 
Proper moment and watchfulness, supple- 
™ented by the all-protecting care of the 
‘iver gods, Furthermore that through the 
G unty of a beneticent Providence the 
Istricts belonging to the lower section 
of the Canal were able to gather in an 
’bundant harvest, etc. For all these 
artes of a bountiful Heaven we are 
wy grateful and desire to show it by 
i, amanding that fifteen sticks of Tibetan 
Neense of the largest size be sent 
° the said Director-General who shall 
Proceed with them and offer them, on our 
ehalf, at the temples of the river gods, 
Teverently thanking these deities for the 


protection given by them to the Canal 
works and the districts bordering them. 
As for the other recommendations by Sung 
Ch‘un, Jet the Boards concerned act in 
accordance with his suggestions. 


THE SUMMER DECAPITATION LIST OF 
SHANTUNG. 

Li Ping-heng, twice degialed two steps 
of rank but retained in office as Governor 
of Shantung, sends in his report for the 
summer teri (1895) of the list of summary 
decapitations made in his province during 
that period. There were in all thirty men 
beheaded in this way caught either red- 
handed or vtherwise in rubbery, cases in 
accordance with the special law granted 
by Imperial decree permitting the local 
authorities of the province to summarily 
execute robbers with arms in their hands 
without first getting permission from 
Peking.—&rscript: Noted. 


30th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Prince Tuan (2nd Order) and Chin Sing, 
President of the Board of War, are hereby 
appointed for the ensuing month to super- 
intend the filling of the list of vacant offices 
connected with the. Palace and Imperial 
Household Department. 

No papers of interest. 


1st December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

As the post of prefect of Ch‘engtéfu, in 
Chihli, is an important one, we command 
Wang Wen-shao to consult with the Mili- 
tary Governor of Jého as to the appoint- 
ment of the man best qualified for the post 
from amongst all the substantive pre- 
fects in the province, and the post thus 
vacated by the officer of their choice 
shall be given to Ch‘ung Huan. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


His Majesty granted farewell audiences 
this morning to Yi Ying-lin, Provincial 
Treasurer-elect of Anhui, and to Yiin Tsu- 
yi, Provincial Judge-elect of Hupeh; these 
ofticers being about to proceed to their 
several posts. One month’s leave to visit 
the graves of his ancestors was also granted 
to the last-named official upon personal 
application to his Majesty. 


2nd December. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE 


Lung Msi-ch ‘ing, Treasurer-elect of Cha- 
kiang, was granted a farewell audience by 
his Majesty this morning in the Grand 
Council Chamber. 


1 


BEHEADING A CAPTAIN FOR RECEIVING 


BRIBES. 


E-ko-t‘ang-&, |Tartar-General-designate 
of Féngtien and Communder-in-Chief of the 
Tik‘ai Army Corps of Manchuria, reports 
that owing to information received he had 
reason to believe that one of the Captains 
(Fu ‘Té-shing) of the front battalion of his 
army who hat been sent with a small 
detachment to Newchwang had been guilty 
of extorting money from a man named 
Yii belonging to that city. Possessing full 
proofs of this affair, the whole corps was 
then ordered vut for a grand drill and 
inspection, after which the accused Captain 
and two of his soldiers, who had aided him 
in making the extortion, were called out 
in the presence of the troops and tried 
on the spot, The three men _ having 
admitted their guilt were at once sum- 
marily decapitated before the army as a 
warning to all. The heads of tue de- 
capitated men have since been sent to 
Newcehwang for exposure as an example 
to others. — Reseript : Noted. 


38rd December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have read the memorial of the 
Censor Hu Chin-kuei recommending that 
the control of the Shantung portion of the 
Yellow River works be once more relegated 
to the Director-General of the Yellow River 
asin times before. The said Censor also 
charges the Shantung goverfiment with 
making the fines and punishments in cases 
of mistnanagement amongst the river offi- 
cials in that p ovince too light, whilst the 
claims on the Throne for promotions, etc., 
have always been disproportionate to the 
value of the work accomplished. The 
Board concerned is ordered to report on 
the matter and to draw upascale of fines, 
punishments and rewards in this connec- 


tion. 


Note:—As at present constituted, the 
Director-General of the Yellow River has 
control only over that portion of the river 
which flows through Honan province where 
he resides. The control over the Shantung 
portion was taken away from him and 
given to the Governor of Shantung a few 
years ago, partly owing to mismanagement 
amongst certain predecessors of the pre- 
sent Director-General, Hsii Chen-yi, now 
Governor-designate of Kuangtung, partly 
owing to the distance between his head- 
quarters in Honan and the river in Shan- 
tung, and partly on economical grounds, 
the expense of the semi-annual journey 
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between the two points being thereby 
saved and the outlay for a second yamél 
in Shantung obviated. — Translator. 


THE PUNISHMENT FOR USING DISRESPECTFUL 
WOKDS AGAINST THE DOWAGER-EMPRESS. 


We have ever been careful to reveren- 
tially nourish our sentiment of gratitude 
to Her Imperial Majesty, the Empress- 
Dowager, for her care and solicitude ovet 
us day and night (during our early child- 
hood and youth), and we have alway 
tried to return them by obeying her 
Majesty in everything. We also owe 
hec Majesty a deep debt of gratitude 
for freely giving us the immeasurable 
benefits of her advice accruing from 
her great experience in all matters, 
beginning from those of national im- 
portance and questions of peace or wal 
down to the smallest affair of every- 
day life and deportment. Her Majesty’s 
solicitude for our welfare may truly 
be said to be all-pervading and ever 
on the alert lest we, in our inexperience, 
should commit the slightest mistake. In 
this respect we confidently a-sert that it is 
known to all our officers and the great 
masses of our subjects throughout the 
whoie Empire. Imagine then cur feelings 
to/hear, while granting certain audiences, 
from the lipsof uncouth and coarse men 
who have n» sense of refinement and 
self-restraint nor discrimination, words and 
sentiments calculated to lessen our filial 
gratitude and respect for Her Imperial 
Majesty. We mean the two Vice-Presi- 
dents Wang Ming-luin and Ch‘ang Lin. 
Last year these two men frequently used 
vilifying words with sinister intent to 
cause a breach between the Empress- 
Dowager and ourself. If we had followed 
our impulse of the moment we should 
have then and there cashiered these two 
men and commanded an_ investivation 
into their conduct on the spot. But the 
country was just then passing through 
a crisis of vital moment to the nation 
(anticipated advance of the Japanese forces 
against Peking. —7rauslutor)in consequence 
of which we had to restrain our anger, the 
more especially, as the Empress-Dowager 
being then ill and worn out by anxious fears 
(for safety of the dynasty) might upon learn- 
ing the facts suffer atill more to the great 
danger of the Imperial health. The time, 
however, has now come when we consider 
it advisable to make our wishes clearly 
known to the whole world, with the intent 
thatour Ministersand servants may learn dis- 
crimination in the exercise of their tongues 
and avoid the danger of traducing H.I.M. 
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the Empress-Dowager in our presence. 
e therefore hereby cashier forthwith 
the delinquent Minist-rs. Wang Ming- 
Uan, Chinese Junior Vice-President of the 
Board of Civil Appointments, and Ch‘ang 
in, Manchu Junior Vice-President of the 
vara of Revenue, and they are also to be 
dismissed for ever from the public service. 
And be it further known to all that this 
is only what we consider « slight punish- 
Ment in relation to the enormity of the 
‘Offence and we wouldalso enjoin upon our 
Court and our Ministers, liigh and low, that 
if in the future any one dares again to use 
8pecious words in order te try to influence 
us in our duty to Her Imperial M jesty, 
We will not fail to visit condign and 
extreme punishment upon the delinquents, 
ou, our Ministers, should know that the 
asia of all good conduct is filial piety aud 
oyalty, and that we have always endea- 
VYoured to govern our Empire on these lines. 
t is our sincere desire that every one 
Should take to heart the aputhegm just 
given above. 


THE POPPY CROP IN KANSU. 


Yane Ch‘ang-chiin, degraded but retain- 
ed in © ffioe id Viceroy of the Shen-Kan 
Provinces, reports in a postcript memorial 
that he has received petitions from the 

rovincial Treasurer of Kansu to the effect 
that owing to the Mahommedan rebellion 
in the sub-prefectures and districts of 
Hsiinhua, Hochou, and Haicheng, as to the 
Poppy crop for the extraction of opium in 
those districts and the adjoining ones, in 
fact, wherever the foot of the Mussulman 
rebel reached, the cultivators of the drug 
were .one and all unable to gather in the 
tesults of their plantations owing to mas- 
sacres, flight, etc. The districts and sub- 
prefectures that suffered in this way number 
twenty-two in all; but as no harvest was 
gathered nor can the majority of the 
cultivators be at present found, it naturally 
fullows that the tax collectors have not 
been able to cullect a single cash for the 
Treasury this year. The excise on poppy 
cultivation is one mace (thirteen dollar 
cents) per met in the valleys and plains 
and six candareens (about eight cents and 
a-half) fer each mow of hill land. In view 
of the above state of affairs and the pre- 
sent unsettled condition of the country, 
memorialist would therefore recommend 
that the prayer of both the Treasurer and 
Judge of the province to absolve the people 
from paying their poppy texes this year 
be granted as a special act of grace, 
—Rescript: Granted. 


4th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received a memorial of Pien 
Pao-chu‘an, Viceroy of Min-Ché, on behalf 
of Liu Cho-yuan, Taotai of the Ting-chang- 
lung Intendancy of Fukien, requesting 
permission to resign his post owing to con- 
tinued illness, etc. The request is granted 
ard Yung K‘un is hereby appointed to fill 
the vacancy thus made. 

(2) As the weather is getting to be very 
severe and the Manchu and Chinese batta- 
lions garrisoniug the capital have to suffer 
great hardship in the performance of their 
duties at this time of the year, we feel it 
but right that something should be done 
to ameliorate their condition. Hence, asa 
mark of extra grace, we hereby command 
that each man belonging to the above 
nimed battalions shall te paid a bounty of 
half a month’s pay in respect thereof. 


(3) The same bounty should also be 
extended to those members of the Imperial 
Clan (hung shih) and those of the Colla- 
teral Branch of the Tmperial Clan (Gioro) 
who have no spvcial appointment but must 
depend upon the usual government allow- 
ance granted them and their families. 
Hence we command that one month’s extra 
allowance be given each member of the 
above in order to help them to pass the 
severe weather noted in the foregoing de- 
cree. With regard also to the orphans and 
widows of the two branches of the Imperial 
Clan, we command that over and above 
the extra month’s allowance above stated 
that they shall be further given half a 
month’s allowance asa token of our com- 
miseration of their pitiable condition. 

(4) The Censor Wu-erh-ch‘ing-ngeh 
charges the granary officials with mixing 
the tribute rice with local products to the 
detriment and loss of the recipients who 
are entitled to obtain their rice allowances 
from the said granaries in Peking and 
T‘ungchow, and recommends that steps 
should be immediately taken to prevent 
the frauds, ete. The Vice-Presidents in 
charge of the said granaries are hereby 
conimanded to give the necessary attention 
to the above quoted memorial. 


(5) Peng Shou is transferred to be Lieu- 
tenant-General of the Bordered Yellow 
Manchu Banner, Ch‘un Lin is transferred 
to the Lieutenant-Generalship of the 
Lordered Red Manchu Banner, and Su 
Bu-tai transferred to be Lientenant-General 
of the Yellow Hanchiin Banner, 


(7) En T‘ao is appointed Chief com- 
mander of the Bordered White Banner 
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(Imperial Clan) of the Imperial Palace 
Guards. : 

(7) Wu Shih-ha is appointed Junior 
Vice-Superintendent of the Peking Octroi. 

(8) Prince Tsai Lau is to be transferred 
to the chief command of the Bordered 
Yellow Banner of the Imperial Palace 
Guards and Kuo Lé-min is appointed to 
the same post as regards the Blue Banner 
of the same corps. 


(9) With reference to the memorial of 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship praying 
that we should appoint some one to select 
the animals required for sacrifice at the 
tewples of Heaven and of the Earth in 
honour of the Winter Solstice, and also 
some one to view the slaying of the said 
sacrificial animals, Prince Tsai Hsiin is 
ordered to attend to the first and Tsien 
Ying-p‘u to see to the second office. 

(10) The said Court also reports that 
the 8th day of the 11th moon (23rd Decem- 
ber) is the anniversary of the birthday of 
the god of the art of healing, and that in 
accordance with precedent an officer of the 
Court should be appointed by us to wor- 
ship at the temple of the said god on that 
day; let P‘u Shan worship at the middle 
altar and let Chuang Shou ho and Li Té- 
ch‘ang assist at the side altars. 


5th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wang Wén-chin is hereby transferred 
to the Junior Vice-Presidency of the Board 
of Civil Appointments vice Wang Ming- 
luan cashiered and dismissed for ever, and 
is also to act ad ivterim as Junior Vice- 
President of thé Board of Punishments. 
Hsii Shu-min is hereby transferred to be 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of War 
and Wu Ting-fén is appointed Senior Vice- 
President of the same Board. 

(2) Kang Yiis transferred to be Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Revenue 
vice Ch‘tang Lin cashiered and dismissed 
for ever, with control over the cash mints 
of Peking and elsewhere, and P‘u Shan is 
appointed to fill the vacancy made by Kang 
Yi as Senior Vice-President of the Board 
of Rites. K‘un Hsiu is appointed Junior 
Vice-President of the same Board. 

Note :—The first edict refers to Chi- 
nese Vice-Presidents and the second 
edict to Manchu or Banner Vice-Pre- 
sidents. This is unusual, as the sovereigns 
of the dynasty naturally seek on every 
occasion to put their own countrymen be - 
fore the Chinese even in such insignificant 
affairs as the priority of the issuing of 
edicts. (Translator. ) 


(3) Kang Yi is furthermore appointed 
Chief Reviser of the Dynastic laws depart 
ment of the State Historiographer’s Office. 

(4) Ch‘ung Hsiin is appointed Chief 
Reviser in the sime respect in the Office 
of the Collected Institutes of the Dynasty. 

(5) Liu Kuei-yo is appointed prefect of 
Changchowfu, Fukien. 

(6) Féng-chin-ch‘eng-ngéh is appointed 
Manchu Brigade General of the ‘Taotal 
garrison of Ninghsia, Kansu. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty will return to the Lake 
Palace after transacting state affairs in 
the Grand Council Chamber to-morrow 
morning. The Court will attend to send 
off the Imperial cortége at the Palace gates 
as usual. 


6th December, 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have read the memorial of the 
Prince and Ministers composing the 
Ministry of War, in which it is recom- 
mended that a high officer be appointed to 
take charge of the construction of the 
railways of the country. Railways are a 
most important factor in the maintenance 
of inter-trade as well as an undertaking 
which would employ the masses of the 
people. In view of this, therefore, we 
have decided to encourage railroads, in 
every way, in order to make them an 
accomplished fact in this empire. On a 
recent occasion we commanded our Princes 
and Ministers to set about, as a commence- 
ment, the laying of a railway in the vicinity 
of the capital, and the former thereupon 
instructed Hu Yii-fen, Provincial Judge of 
Kuangsi, to take charge of the survey 
of a proposed line between Peking and 
Tientsin. The report of the said Judge 
is now ulso before us in which he states 
that beginning from Tientsin the line 
would take the route of the western banks 
of the Grand Canal passing northwards, 
crossing the Southern Parks and ending at 
Lukou Bridge in the western suburbs of 
Peking. The distance thus traversed 
amounts to 260 li (about 80 miles), and 
the estimates for laying a railway between 
the two points would aggregate to some- 
thing like a little over two million four 
hundred thousand taels. The plan for 
the proposed line has also been handed 
to us for our approval. In all new matters 
which require a beginning it is always 
difficult to foretell the result; but in 
appointing a responsible officer to take 
charge of the construction of the proposed 
line it is important that we should have full 
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Contidence inthe man, As Hu Yii-fén was 
e first to recommend such an undertaking 
4nd, moreover, has had the experience 
acquired by having been in charge of the 
Survey of the line in question, we think 
it but fair that he should be given 
the chance of accomplishing his scheme. 
€ is therefore hereby appointed. Director- 
General of Railway Construction between 
Tientsin and Lukou Bridge and the Board 
of Revenue in conjunction with the High 
ommissioner of the Peiyang (Wang Wen- 
Shao, Viceroy of Chihli) is hereby com- 
Manded to furnish Hu Yii-fen with the 
Necessary funds for the building of the 
Proposed railroad. Again, having reference 
to the proposed grand trunk line between 
Lukva Bridye and Hankow, as the distance 
is comparatively great ad the funds requir- 
€d to construct such a line will amount to 
an immense sum, we grant the privilege of 
building the line to the wealthy men and 
Tich merchants of the varions provinces, 
Such as shall be able to show a capital of 
fen million taels anit above, in shares or 
Otherwise. As the line will thus be a 
Purely commercial affair the government 
Officials shall not interfere either with the 
ains or losses of the said company. Fur- 
thermore, we promise that if the company 
that shall have the building of the proposed 
ine contrive to make it a success and a 
Substantial affair, we shall not hesitate to 
give the promoters tokens of our Imperial 
approbation as a mark of our appreciation 
of their efforts to benefit the country. Let 
the above decree be forthwith promulgated 
to all our people at the capital, in the pro- 
Vinces and other dependencies of the Em- 
Dire, as well as those labouring in other 
lands. 
(2) Appointing a number of officials to 
he = metropolitan and = provincial ad- 
Ministrations. 


THE LUCHOUFU TAOTAISHIP OF ANHUI. 


Fu Jiin, Governor of Anhui, Teports 
Teceiving the Imperial edict transferring 

ien Yuan (Manchu), acting Taotai of the 
Lii-ch‘u-ho Intendancy of Anhui, to be 
Substantive Tactai of the Hui-ch‘ao- 
Chia Intendancy of Kuangtung (Swatow), 
As Lien Yuan is bound to start at 
Once fur his audience at Peking prior 
to going to Kuangtung, and as the post 
Now. vacated by him is of great importance 
in Anhui province, it is important that a 
Proper official should be appointed to act 
ad interim at Liichoufu pending the will 
Of the Throne as to who shall be the sub. 
Stantive Taotai there. Memorialist finds 
Such an one in the person of the expectant 


Taotai: P‘in Ju-chieh whuse talents and 
abilities have often brought him into 
prominence and earned the confidence of 
his superior officers. Memorialist. there- 


fore, after having first obtained the ap- 


proval of Chang Chih-tung. the Viceroy of 
the Liangkiang provinces, has appointed 
the said Ptan Ju-chieh to the acting 
Taotaiship of tke Lii-ch‘u-ho Intendancy, 
and now prays for the approval of his Majesty 
in this reapect as well as with the request 
that a substantive Taotai be speedily 
appointed by the Throne, etc.,—Rescript : 
Let the Bourd of Civl Appointments take 
note thereon. 


7th December. 


DENUNCIATION OF THE WEISING 
MONOPOLIST OF CANTON. 

T'an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Two Kuang 
provinces and acting Governor of Kuang- 
tung, denounces the outrag: ous conduct of 
Liu Usio-hsiin, a disreputable member of 
the Canton gentry, whose crafty methods 
have enabled him to defraud the revenue 
and caused him to endeavour to avoid the 
payment of just dues properly owing the 
provincial yoverament of Kuangtuuy. by 
preposterous delays in settling his balance 
sheet. Furthermore, when acting under 
the instructions of memorialist tue local 
authoriti-s of Canton summoned the said 
notable to appear before then; for the 
purpose of rendering the accounts of 
the Weising Lottery, of which the said 
Liu Hsio-hsiin is the monopolist, he 
auduciously defied the authorities by 
refusing to appear before them. On the 
2ist of September mem-rialist received 
by Imperial messenger sent by the Grand 
Council his Majesty's edict of the 27th of 
August last to the effect that some Censor 
had denounced Liu Hsio-hsiin, charging, 
him with being of low, dissolute habits and 
crafty, unscrupulous, and cruel nature, a 
disgrace to the Literuti and gentry of Canton 
of which classes he had hitheto been a 
distinguished member. [As a matter of 
fact Liu Hsio-hsiin, who is exceedingly 
clever and a litevary genius, is known to 
have lost his chance of being made the 
Chitang-yuar or Optimus of the Hanlins 
of the year in which he competed at the 
Peking Triennial examinations owing to 
the hostility of his examiner the late Li 
Wén-tien, a fellow-citizen of Liu’s who 
seemed to know the character of the can- 
didate and refused to recommend hita to 
the Throne on the ground of his being ‘‘a 
dangerous wan.” Liu Hsio-hsiin was 
therefore made a Chinshih only.—Trans- 
lator.] The said Liu Hsio-hsiin was also 
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accused, after having obtained the said 
mouopoly, of making ithis sole aim to ingra- 
tiate himself with the official classes and 
wealthy merchants, confiding in which he 
ran riot with impunity causing the lower 
classes of Canton especially to suffer by his 
conduct., He built the Liu Gardens at an 
enormous sum and built near the place a 
theatre, unjustly encroaching upon the land 
of anumber of small holders, in order to 
obtain sufticient space, furcing thereby 
a number of these poor people to move 
away in order to gratify his love for 
display The man was also accused of 
using the pretext of building » hospiral at 
Huangsha for dispensing free medicines, to 
take forcille pus-ession of land belonging 
to poor people who would fain have pre- 
ferr d to remain where they were. Fur- 
thermore, the said Liu Hsio-hsiin had 
surreptitiouslyand dishonestly appropriated 


tu himself a proportion of the Government ; 


royalty which he should properly have paid 
to th: authorities for the Weising Lo & ry. 
Whent elateGovernor Ma Pei-Yao came to 
Canton to take over the seals of his office 
the ciujés Tao Chi-chang and others sent 
up to the Governor a petition against Liu 
Hsio-hstin, but. owing 10 the large number of 
the Jitter’s clique in all ranks of society 
the accusation partly fell through, ete., 
His Majesty's edict aiso stated if the above 
charges turned out true that memorialist 
was to ‘‘deneunce the accused in most 
severe terms in order that he might be 
punished according to his deserts.” With 
reference to the above, memorialist finds 
that when the late Ma Pei-yao became 
Governor of Kuangtung the above named 
chijém and several tens of literati and 
gentry of Canton signed a petition against 
Liu Hsio-bsiin, in cons-quence of which 
the late Governor deputed Wu Ch‘ung- 
hsiang, then Acting Judge, to investi- 
gate the matter puint by point according 
to the number of articlen of impeachment 
of the said chijén. When memorialist 
came later on to Canton he also took up 
the matter and found that Liu Hsio-hsiitn 
was indebted to Government to the sum 
of over Tis. 1,000,000. Memorialist then 
ordered the Board of Reorganisation to 
audit the accounts, whereupon the said 
Liu Hesio-hsiin, finding things becoming 
disagreeable for him, paid up ove- 
Tis. 400,000, being still indebted several 
hundred thousand -taels. Liu Hsio- 
hsiin then, through his factotum Wei 
Sung, made an sffidavit promising to 
pay up the balance after the next 
triennial exnminations. At this juncture 
his Majesty's decree arrived and memo- 


rialist then ordered the Treasurer and 
Judge to hold a joint investigation inte 
the above charges against the said mono- 
polist. In the meanwhile, however, Liv 
had abscouded to Hongkong, and the re- 
peated summonses ca'ling upon him to 
appear-at Court he has contemptuously 
ignored, proving thereby that knowing the 
unsound foundations upon which his ¢1sé 
steod he dared not appear before his ac- 
cusers. To enable the authorities to pro- 
perly try the case it is necessary to reduce 
the accused to the level of a commoner and 
memorialist therefore pray that the said 
Liu Usio-heiin be cashiered and stripped 
of all his privileges as a preliminary to his 
regular examination. For decree see Gazette 
of 17th November. 


8th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wén Yii is appointed to inspect the 
accounts, ete., of the Yellow Mongol Ban- 
ner organisation. 


(2) Shu Tai is appointed to the same 
post ax regards the Bordered Red Manchu 
Banner, 

(3) We are grieved to learn to-day of 
the death of Li Wén-tien [the Weising 
monopolist Liu’s greatest and most power- 
ful enemy.—Translutor.] Junior Vice-Wre- 
sident of the Board of Rites. As a Hanlin 
lhe was successively appoin ed tu the College 
of Inscriptions and many of the literary 
posts connected with the metropolitan 
administration, which was a proof of his 
profound learning and brilliant literary 
talents. The deceased, moreover, was ever 
a loyal and faithful servant to us and in 
acknowledgment Of our appreciation of his 
worth we command that he be accorded all 
the posthumous honours usual for an 
officer of his rank, and let all his faults 
be erased from the records. As for extra- 
ordinary grants to the deceased ofticer’s 
family, let the Board concerned investigate 
the records to report to us what they shall 
be. With regard to hig sons Li Mou-yuan 
and Li Shih-chiin they are to be given the 
rank of Assistant Under-Secretaries of the 
Peking Boards and upon the completion 
of their mourning (two years and two 
menths) let them come up ts Peking to fil] 
probationary posts in the Boards in order 
to fit themselves for their proper places. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

Sung Shou, Shantung Provincial Judge- 
designate, was received in farewell audience 
by his Majesty in the Grand Council 
Chamber this morning. 
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9th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wu Ting-fén is appoisted Vice-Pre- 
‘Sident of the Imperial Clau Court. 

_'2) Wén Po, Police Censor of the Eastern 
Sty, and his colleagues report the capture 

Y their police of Pai Yii-huan, a notorious 

andit chief, and ten of his band who had 

itherto been infesting the metrepolitan 
Suburbs and veighbouring towns as an 
armed band terrorising th» countryside by 
heir audacity and bloodthirsty actions. 

et the prisoners be forthwith handed over 
to the Board of Punishments to stand their 
trial and be punished according to law. 
As for the others of the band whose names 
@re specitied who are still at large, let both 

e civil as well as military authorities of 
the capital use their best efforts in wiping 
Sut this bloodthirsty band from the face, of 
the country. . 

The whole of this day’s Guzette is occu- 
Died with the memorial of Hii Chen-yi, 

irector-General of the Yellow River, re- 
tommending over 100 officers under him 
or promotions and naming the good 
Services rendered by each man. 


10th December. 
IMPERIAL D&CREES. 


(1) We have noted the memnrial of the 
Imperial Granary Directer-Generals and 
the Governur of Shuntienfu praying that 
eXtra granta of rice and food stuffs be given 
to the various refuges and gruel stations at 

angshuyuan and other places within the 

mperial prefecture and that of T‘ungchow, 

t has also beea demoustrated that with the 
distress of the past few years in and about 
these two prefectures the refuges hitherto 
established in them have been crowded to 
overflowing by distressed people from be- 
Yond the boundaries and the groel stations 
have consequently been unable to give 
adequate supplies to these refugees from 
the usual grants alluwed annually by the 
Governinent. Hence is is but right that 
additional food stuffs be given to these 
institutions in order to meet the extra. 
‘ordinary demand made onthem, We there- 
fore command that au extra grant of 1,000 
Shik of rice be taken from the granaries, 
together with an ‘emergency ” grant of 
Another 500 shih and given to each of the 
gruel stations and refuges referred to, as a 
mark of the Imperial grace and kindness to 
our suffering *‘ black-haired people.” The 
Board of Revenue is crdered to note thia 
€nd see to the carrying out of our decree 
at once. 


(2) With reference to the memorial of 
Hsiang Lin aud Liao Shou-héng, the two 
Direc! or-Generals of the Imperial Granaries 
at T‘ungchow and Peking, reporting the 
successful landing of the entire tribute rice 
of the country for 1895 at T‘uvgchow with- 
out loss or mishap, and the prayer that the 
officials counected with the transport of 
this rice by steamer, junk and the Grand 
Canwl be adequately rewarded as a mark 
of recognition of their care and zeal in the 
performance of their difticult duties, let the 
Bosrds concerned take note and report 
thereon. 

(3) The other day the Censor Lien Chin 
denounced Fén Ch‘é, Vice Commissioner 
of the Ch‘ungwén gate octroi, for employ- 
ing dishonest and avaricious retainers 
inthe collection of the taxes and excise 
connected with the said department to the 
detriment of the Exchequer, ete. We 
th-refore appointed the Grand Secretary 
Lin Shu and Jung Lu, President of 
the Board of War, to investigate the 
above charges. ‘Their report is now 
befure us and although they exonerate 
the retainers of the said Fén Ch of 
extortion or receiving bribes to pass 
untaxed govds inte Peking through the 
Ch'ungwén gate, Fén Ch’é is still to be 
blamed for having employed inexperienced 
men in the performance of such an im- 
portant duty as the collection of revenue; 
hence it is recommended that he be 
handed over to the Boards for the deter- 
mination of a penalty as a punishment for 
carelessness in the performance of his 
duties, etc. We therefore order this to be 
done, but, as an additional punishment 
command that Fén Ch‘é be alsu deprived of 
his post. 

(4) We have read the memorial of Wén 
Po, Police Censor of the east city, in which 
he accuses one K‘uei Mou, an Imperiat 
clansman, of contempt of court and other- 
wise creating a disturbance in the memori- 
alist’s judgment hall. It appears that on 
the 9th instant the said clansmun appeared 
before memorialist’s court demanding that 
one Li Chiu-pa be summoned before the 
court on a complaint of the said K‘uei 
Mou. As the charges made by the latter 
did not fall within the province and juria- 
diction of the ssid Censor, he naturally 
refused to receive the petition, bidding 
K‘uei Mou to go elsewhere for satisfaction. 
Thereupon the said K‘uei Mou used foul 
language and vituperations incompatible 
with the respect he ought to have shown 
to the memorialist’s court. We, therefore, 
command that the said K‘uei Mou be first 
deprived of the official button he is entitled 


to wear in consideration of his connection 
with the Imperial clan and let him then 
be handed over to the Board of Punish- 
ments for a joint trial by that Board and 
the Imperial Clan Court. If guilty of the 
charges made against him K‘uei Mou is to 
be punished in strict accordance with the 
letter of the law. 

(5) We have perused the inemorial of 
E-k‘6-t‘ang-a regretting his ill-health and 
consequent inability to take up the high 
post to which we had lately appointed him, 
namely, the Tartar-Generalship of Féngtien 
vice Yii Lu transferred to a similar post in 
Foochow. With reference to this we 
might note that the reason we app:inted 
H-k‘6-t‘ang-& to this post was hecause 
we found him brave, courageous and will- 
ing to prove his loyalty to the Throne 
during the late war with Japan This 
therefore was just the time the memorialist 
should have tried to demonstrate to the 
utmost of his ability his anxiety to properly 
fill the high post we had appointed him to, 
His meworial also dwelt on the difficulties 
attendant upon the post of Tartar-General 
of Féngtien which also possesses civil func- 
tions, such as supervision over the civil 
authorities of the province ; the manipula- 
tion of the finances so ag to provide the 
necessary funds, amongst others, of keep- 
ing a properly equipped army in the field; 
and, finally, the special duty of attending 
pr'perly to the defences of our borders, in 
that section of our empire, showing thereby 
that the memorialist fully understood the 
high importance of the post and the great 
confidence we have in him to appoint him 
to such u responsible office. Now with the 
knowledge H-k‘6-t‘ang-X has shown is it 
proper—is it loyal of him, to shirk the 
responsibility of this oftice and endeavour 
to avoid it by praying us to allow him to 
resign the intended honour and choose some 
more fitting man tu take his place? Let 
the memorialist therefore think carefully 
over what we have said and let this decree 
be forwarded to him as a mark of our dis- 
pleasure and to upbraid him for his conduct, 


THE ACTING GOVERNOKSHIP OF SHANSI, 


Yuan Féng-lin, Provincial Treasurer of 
Shansi and acting Governor, reports the 
date of the taking over by him of the seals 
of the latter post. The memorialist arrived 
at T‘aiyuenfu. the provincial capital, from 
Peking on the 23rd of November last, and 
upon reaching his yamén to take over his 
seals of Treasurer from the acting Trea- 
surer En Lin, he found an Impertal edict 
of the 2nd November waiting for him in 
which he was ordered to act as Governor 
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of the province ad interim until such time 
as the Governor designate sh-ll have 
arrived from Chékiang whence he had bee? 
promoted. In obedience therefore to the 
Imperial commands memorialist did on the 
25th of the month (November) take overt 
the seals of acting Governor from the acting 
Treasurer who will therefore remain in his 
present post until the Governor-elect, He 
P‘ing-chih, shall have arrived. Memorialist 
begs to thank his Majesty for this extra 
mark of confidence aud declares his desire 
to deserve it hy every means in his power- 
—Rescript: Noted. . 


11th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) ChiPang-chen is appointed Provincial 
Judge of Chibli and Chang Tséng-hsio 18 
appointed to a similar post in Fukien. 

(2) Hsi Chin is hereby appointed Chief 
Commissioner of the Peking Octroi at the 
Ch‘tungwén gate. 

(3) Sung K‘un, Governor of Kueichow, 
sends us the following names of local ofticials 
under him who require notice taken of 
their conduct, riz:—Chia Yii-wu, district 
magistrate of Mouch‘uanhsien, who has by 
honesty, energy and careful administration 
of his district earned the admiration of his 
superiors as well as popularity among 
the people under him. Let the Imperial 
approval of his couduct be therefore trans- 
mitted to the said magistrate in order 
to encourage emulation amongst his brother 
officials. Yang Tsa6, sub-department mugis- 
trate of Tsingkiang ; Chen Pao-en, district 
magistrate of Chenyuanhsien, havé both 
shown during the past year that they are 
not fitted for their posts owing to ‘‘in- 
compatibility of temperam nt ;” since they 
have not been guilty of anything reprehen- 
sible these two officials are therefore 
simply to be removed from their present 
posts and commanded to awnit further 
employment. Li Ch‘eng-ying, sub-depsrt- 
ment magistrate of Chouchiang, has been 
found guilty of ‘dishonest dealing when 
ordered to purchase tribute timber for 
transport to Peking thereby defrauding 
government of a large sum of money. 
Chang Chiin. department magistra'e of 
Ts‘ehang, has been found most mercenary in: 
his actions, earning thereby the execratiou 
of the people, characteristic more of the dis- 
honest trader than what might be expected 
of an officer in his position ; both the two 
men last mentioned have disgraced the 
public service by their dishonourable con- 
duct and therefore cannot be allowed to 
remain in it any longer. We therefore 
hereby command that they be forthwith 
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‘ashiered and publicly dismissed _from 
Ottice, We desire to purify the service by 
®very means in our power, and expect that 
Sur officers bring to our notice all mis- 
emeanours and dishonesty of their sub- 
ordinates which they may be made 
Sognisant of. . 

(4) Appointing a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. . 

(5) Decree expressing regret at receipt 
Of 4 memorial reporting the death of Lien 

u, 4 former Manchu Brigade-General 
of Kinchow (Regent’s Sword) and com- 
Manding that the usual money grant tu his 
amily and posthumons honours be given 
to the deceased officer. All “black marks 
Tecorded against his name in the register 
of the Board of War are also to be erased 
tom the Records. . 

(6) We have perused the memorial of the 

upervising Censor, Wen Yii, remarking 
that although it has not hitherto been 
Customary to appoint a limit of time within 
Which all Mongol Princes, Dukes and 

obles from Mengolia who have come to 
eking on special service or to pay their 
Rew year congratulations to their Majesties 
the Empress-Dowager, the Emperor an: 
mpress, are to return to their several 
ependencivs and feudatories, still in view 
of the present state of society the memo- 
tialist is of opinion that some steps 


Should be taken and a decree issued com- . 


Manding these Princes to return to their 

omes within a specified time after they 
Shall have completed their special duties 
or new year obeisances to the Throne and 
received the usual bounty of their Imperial 
Majesties (4.¢., travelling expenses some- 
times amounting to thousands of taels to 
each powerful Mongol Prince or Duke ; 
annual pensions and allowances for the 
keeping up of a stipulated number of 
Cavalry for the Imperial service ; gifts in 
Gold and silver, silks and satins, jadestones 
and agate, ete., Translator.) The memorial 
in question also goes on to quote as an 
example the conduct of Prince Chan-pa-la- 
ho-’rh pu, (2nd Order) Deputy Captain 
General of the Ongnoid Tribe of the Chao 
Uda League of Mongols. This Prince came 
to Peking in the first. moon of this year to 
Pay his obeisance and prove his loyalty to 
the Throne ; but for some reason or other 
best known to himself kept residing at 
the capital for nearly ten montha, thereby 
Neglecting his proper duties with his tribe 
and wasting his time and substance in 
Peking in riotous living. It was not unti) 
the 9th moon (October-November) that the 
said Prince made the move to return to hig 


post and this only as secretly as possible 
in order presumably to avoid the observa- 
tion of the officers of the Mongolian Super- 
intendency, etc. We therefore command 
the above named Superintendeucy to in- 
vestigate the matter and report to us. Ag 
for the question whether it 1s desirable that 
a certain limit of time be decreed to re- 
gulate the period of stay of feudal Princes 
from Mongolia in the capital, let the said 
Board also deliberate upon the matter 
and report to us the result thereof,. ‘he 
same Censor also recommends, in a post- 
script memorial, in order to saye time, 
trouble and expense, and for the preven- 
tion also of extortion and fraud, that in 
the case of law suits in Mongolia whenever 
the litigants consist entirely of Mongols 
that they shall in the future be tried by 
their own Princes and nobles and not be 
sent to Peking for trial by officers of 
the Mongolian Superintendency, such steps 
being only necessary where the parties to 
a suit are Chinese and Mongol subjects of 
the Throne. With reference to the above 
let the said Board also report to us thereon. 


12th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES: 


(1) The following Prince and Ministers 
shall constitute the Board of Commis- 
sioners tv supervise the giving of rewards 
in money, jadestones, embroidered purses, 
ete,, and promotions of the year to the 
deserving officers and gentry connected 
with the gendarmerie and train bands of 
the metropolitan administration and to 
the deserving guardsmen in the Palaces, 
viz:—Prince Tsai Chi, the Board Pre- 
sidents Ch'i Hsiu and Hsi Chin and the 
Captain-General Cha-la-feng-d. 

(2) There is a regulation requiring aoldiers 
belonging to the metropolitan battalions, 
who have obtained loans of advanced pa 
from the Treasury departmeut of the Board 
of Revenue to py interest on the said 
loans every term. Now in consideration 
of the hard times and severe weather of 
this year, we hereby ordain that as an 
extra mark of Imperial bounty that two 
months’ grace be granted for the payment 
of said interest, due the 12th moon of this 
year and the 1st moon of next, 

(3) Yiin Yen-ping, ex-Literary Chanevl- 
lor in the provinces, is hereby appointed 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Works, and let Wu Ting-fen act in that 
capacity ad interim until the said Yiin Yen- 
ping arrives at Peking, 

(4) Hsiti Bui-li is transferred to the 
Junior Vice-Presidency of the Board of 
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Rites and Ch‘en Hsio-fén is hereby com- 
manded to act for him ad interim until 
Haiti Hui-li arrives at Peking from the 
provinces. 

(5) Yui Lien-yuan is hereby appointed 
tou be Salt Commissioner (Intendant) of Fu- 
kien. 


ADDITIONAL MEN TO COPE WITH THE JEHO 
MOUNTED BANDITS. 


Ch‘ung Li, Military Governor of Jého, 
reports that on a former accasion he had 
reason to memorialise the Throne on the 
increase of brigandage in Jého which cor ers 
a large tract of hilland unpopulated terri- 
tory, including the extensive hunting parks 
of the Emperor. In consequence of this 
and the terror inspired by these. daring 
brigands—who are a'l well mounted and 
well armed—upon the mercantile classes 
of Chihli and Féngtien, who are in the 
habit of sending valuable cargoes, vid 
Jého to and fro, from Chihli into Manenu- 
ria and vic: versd. a large trade has been 
considerably diminished and is almost on 
the verge of being entirely stopped unless 
adequate protection can be arranged to 
oppose the mountel bandits. Memorialist 
then asked for and recvived tle sanction 
of his Majesty to increase the military 
patrols and stations along the tradal route 
leading into Manchuria by which the proper 
strength of the Jého garrison need not be 
diminished and giving the authorities 
the advantage of having a strong body 
of troops ready to proceed en masse to 
any part of the country whenever occasion 
required. With this in view memorialist 
organised a mounted police corps consist- 
ing of a picked body of 100 well-armed 
troopers from the regular garrison, and 
transformed the corps of the usual 200 
foot soldiers belonging to the Imperial 
Hunting Parks into a’ company of 100 
strong and hardy young troopers armed 
in the latest manner; and also enlisted 
250 young men from the Tartar families 
in the plains, strong, hardy and in the 
flush of manhood who, by the way, 
have recently proved themselves energetic 
and anxious to have a brush with the 
bandits wherever they can find them, This 
last corps will be a special body whose 
duty will be to patrol the whole country in 
strong detachments. In addition to this 
200 cavalry and 250 foot soldiers inemo- 
rialist has also organised another battalion 
of 250 cavalry, all of whom have been un- 
dergving daily drills after foreign methods 
with new and improved firearms. With 
this addition to the fighting strength of the 
territory and the institution of a special 


corps to deal with the numerous mounted 
bandits in Jého, memorialist is sanguine 
that it will take him but a short time to 
clear the territory of the pests. —Rescript‘ 
Noted. 
18th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yang Ju is appointed President of 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship. 


[Note:—Yang Ju is at present Chinese 
Minister to the United States, Spain, Peru, 
and Brazil, .Last summer, he was made 
President of the Imperial Stud Court and 
these promotions are intended to enable 
the Emperor to make lhim a Vice-President 
of one of the Boards upon his return from 
his mission abroad at the end of three 
years. As an instance, that of Hsii Hsin- 
yuan, Minister to Berlin, whose term of 
office has now nearly expired, may be 
quoted, this otticer having been recently 
made Vice-President of the Board of Rites. 
11 anslator] 

(2) Shou Chang is appointed Man hu 
Brigade General of Kinchou (Uiaotung 
Peninsula) and he is, moreover, commande 
to proveed at once tv his new post, being 
excused from coming to Peking for au- 
dience. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE, 


His Majesty granted farewell audience 
this morning to Hu P‘ing-chih, Governor- 
elect of Shansi, in the Grand Council 
Chamber. 


FOOCHOW CONTRIBUTION TO THE MILITARY 
EXCHEQUER OF KANSU. 

Pieu Pao-ch‘uan, Viceroy of the Min- 
Ché provinces, acting ‘lartar-General of 
Foochow and Superintendent of Customs 
of the Min Circuit, announces the re- 
ceipt by him of-his Majesty’s edict of 
the 30th of September last sent through 
special messenger by the Grand Council, 
to the eftect that the Buard of Revenue had 
memorialised upon the necessity of seuding 
large sums «-f money to Kausu on account 
of the Mahommedan rebellion there, in 
consequence of which it was important 
that annual contributions from the varicus 
provinces for 1896 should be sent on in 
advance to help the Kansu authorities in 
their time of necessity. It was therefore 
decided that the Fukien annual contribu- 
tion of Tls. 200,000 for 1896 shoul be 
divided in the following instalments for 
transmission to Kansu, viz:—Three-tenths 
by the end of January 1896; another 
three-tenths by the end of May next, 
and the remainder by the end of October 
next. As the condition of affairs in Kansu 
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in truth needs large sums of money 
to pay the extra troops uuw engaged in 
rushing the Mahommedan rebels, memo- 
Nalist recognises the urgency vf the crisis 
and hastens to obey his Majesty's com- 
Mands by drawing Tis. 60,000 from the 
Provincial treasury for transmission to the 
Provincial capital of Kansu with all pos- 
sible speed as the first instalment for 1896. 
The Board of Revenue is also requested to 
but this matter on record.—Rescript: Noted. 
14th December. 
THE KUTIEN MAGISTRATE AND THE 
; VEGHTARIANS. 

The same high provincial officer de- 
hounces Wang Yii-ch'ang, district magis- 
trate of Kutien, Fukien, for incompetency, 
Cowardice and avarice, and possessing a 
decidedly bad reputation amongst his 
Colleagues. On account of this memo: ialist 
has already deposed the said magistrate 
from his post at Kutien, but he thinks 
that this man deserve further punishment 
for failing at the beginning to report a 
tising of the ‘t Vegetarians” in his district, 
preferring to buy peace by asking ee 
Persons to promise concessions to. the de- 
mands of the secret society men in abe 
to keep them quiet. In cousequence i 
this the Vezetarians became bolder an 
bolder in their conduct and more aude 
cious daily in their demands on the eu 
magistrate The result of all this is well- 
known-—the massacre at Whasang. Hence 
Wang Yii-ch‘ang may be said to have beet 
solely responsible for the massacre and a e 
originator of all these secret society troubles 
in Kutien. He is also said to have accept- 
ed bribes on the strength of which unlaw- 
ful deeds were done without any attempt 
on his part to cail the perpetrators to ac- 
count. Such a man is a perfect disgrace to 
the public service which has suffered con- 
siderable harm at his hands. Memorialist 
therefore requests that the said Wang oe 
ch‘ang be forthwith cashiered and dismisae 
the service, and a successor be Sppolnted 
to fill the Kutien magistracy.—Lescript : 
Granted. Let the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments take note. 

15th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. oe 
i -tb‘ang, Governor 0 onan, 
eas aie he as inspected the Yellow 
River works in his province and eulogises 
the conduct of the officials connected 
with the river conservation works, whose 
energy, caution, and watchfulnesa had 
enabled the people of Honan living along 
the banke of the said river to enjoy a year 
of plentiful harvests free from the baneful 
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effects of flood and inundation, so easily 
brought about by absence of energy and 
carelessness of those in charge of the above 
works. The said memorialist therefore 
requests us to promulgate ovr Imperial 
approval of the conduct of Lu Hsiang-yo, 
Taotai of the K‘ai-kuei-ch‘eng-hsii In- 
tendancy; Kuo Kuang-t‘ai, expectant 
Brigadier-General of Honan; Wu Ch‘ung- 
hsi, Prefect of K‘aiféngfu; Huang Lii- 
chung, deputy department magistrate of 
Changtéfu; Shao Ch‘eng-yii, department 
magistrate of Chéngchow; and of Lien 
Ku‘ei, district magistrate of Yungtsé- 
hsien. In addition to this we also com- 
maud the Board of Civil Appointments to 
determine what sort of rewards these 
deserving officers should be given in order 
to encourage emulation amongst the rest. 
We also hereby authorise the said Governor 
to send a list of the minor officers connected 
with the river conservation works of Honan 
whose unanimity and energy have supple- 
mented the efforts of their superiors; but we 
weuld also enjoin upon the said Governor 
to use discrimination in selecting the men 
deserving promotion in this instance in 
order that only the worthy be rewarded, 


16th December. 
IMPEKIAL DECREES, 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
Li Ping-héng, Governor of Shantung, re- 
porting the successful closing of a breach 
in the Yellow River which occurred inv 
August last at the village of North Chao- 
chiak‘ou in the district of Ts‘itung. The 
breach above noted was so serivus that it 
seon became similar to the mouth of a 
river, and the work demanded for the 
closing of the same was most difficult—not 
to say dangerous. However, by dint of 
unceasing energy and careful watching of 
chances the otticials along the line of 
the inundation managed to triumph over 
natural obstacles and within one month of 
the breach the damages done were nearly 
all repaired, together with the principal 
work of closing the opening. The despatch 
and energy evinced thereby are must com- 
mendable, and we-hereby grant the prayer 
of the said Governor to order the usual 
rewards and commutation of fines and 
punishments formerly commanded with 
respect to the oflicials to whom the duty 
of taking care of the river works had been 
confided. ‘The Boards are ordered to take 
the subjoined list of names of the officials 
concerned and issue the necessary com- 
missions, etc. 

(2) The same Governor reports the con- 
duct of a local official who was unable to 


elear his accounts when handing over his 
seals of office to his successor, and who upon 
deing this last thing secretly absconded 
to his native town in Kuangsi province, 
hoping thereby to avoid paying his govern- 
ment dues, ete., It appears that the officer 
noted, one Peh Shu-lin, upon handing 
over the seals of the acting district magis- 
tracy of Ch‘ang Yi-hsien to his successor 
was found to be in considerable arrears 
with respect to the land taxes of his dis- 
trict: this large amount having been used 
by hiin while in office for his private ends. 
On this account he was degraded by us the 
other day on the recommendation of the 
said Governor. But the delinquent officer 
has since sggravated his offence by ab- 
sconding before paying back to tle pro- 
vincial treasury all his debts, and hence 
deserves condign punishment to prevent 
others from following his bad example. 
We therefore commanded Li Ping-héng to 
investigate and see what property the 
defaulting officer has in the provincial 
capital (Chinanfu) as well as in Ch‘angyi- 
hsien the place where he held office. In 
addilion to the above the Governor of 
Kuangsi is also commanded to make an 
inventory of whatever property Peh Shu- 
lin has in his native province, all of which 
are to be confiscated towards the payment 
of his debt to government. The defaulting 
officer is also to be arrested and confined 
in prison as a further punishment. 


17th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ngch-lé-ho-pu, Grand Secretary, re- 
ports that the extra period of leave 
of absence graciously granted by us two 
months ago in order to enable him 
to recover his shattered health is now 
on the poirt of expiring without any 
visible convalescence, and he therefore 
beseeches us to allow him to resign his 
various posts at Court and in the metro- 
politan government and permit him to 
retire into private life in order that being 
freed from all anxiety he may be enabled 
to gradually recover his heaith. Further- 
more, he'begs to resign office in order 
that his various posts may not suffer 
from the negligence liable to be dis- 
covered where the holders are only acting 
officers, ett. We are unwilling to be 
entirely deprived of the services of a 
valued and long-tried servant and therefore 
decline to permit Ngeh-le-ho-pu’s resig- 
nation. Heis, however, graciously granted 
another period of two months’ leave of 
absence in order to recover his health. 
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[Note:—This is the fourth time within 
six months that this officer has asked to 
be allowed to resign his high office of 
Grand Secretary which is really a life 
appointment. It is commonly believed 
that this anxiety to resign arises from his 
being on uufriendly terms with Prince 
Kung who might make it unpleasant for 
him should the two come into contact 
officially with each other. Nyeh-le-ho-pu 
fell ‘*sick” immediately upon Prince 
Kung’s reinstitement to the Imperial 
favour, and the Emperor apparently know- 
ing how the land lies is determined not to 
allow Ngeh to resign,—Translator. 

No news of interest. 


18th December, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Censor Ch‘en Ch‘i-chang memo- 
rialises to the effect that it is now the 
bad habit of the Viceroys and Governors 
of provinces to be constantly inter- 
changing substantive mugistrates from 
one post to another. This is obviously 
done to place their own profégés in 
the most remunerative districts to the 
detriment of the men wlio have been 
appointed thereto but are compelled to 
give up their posts to the favourites of 
their superior officers who happen to have 
been appointed from Peking to poorer 
posts. As it is impossible to detect and 
expose favouritism like this, we must 
warn our Viceroys and Governors that in 
order to ensure good local government 
it is most imprrtant that the district 
magistrates shall be given plenty of 
time to get acquainted with the 
places and the people over whom 
they have been placed. Now if these 
local officials are liable to be constant- 
ly compelled to interchange with each 
other it goes without saying that the 
people will suffer through having officials 
who are ignorant of their local wants, 
customs, and wishes. ‘lo prevent this evil 
we must now command our Viceroys, etc., 
to refrain from continuing the practice 
complained of. 

(2) Féng Wén-yit is appointed Junior 
Supervisor of Instruction to the Heir 
Apparent. 

[Note.—As there is no Heir Apparent 
this post is only a sinecure and given ouly 
to persons of high literary talents.— 
Translator.) 

(3) Appointing a number of expectant 
officials to the metropolitan and provin- 
cial administrations. 

No papers of interest. 
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19th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Sung An is appointed Junior Direc- 
tor «f the Oftice of Transmission. 

(2) With reference to the memorial of 
“ung Fu-hsiang, Provincial Commander- 
in-Chief of Kaslygaria and Generalissimo 
of the Imperial armies employed in crush- 
ing the Mahominedan rebellion in Kansu, 
etc., in which the said Generalissimo gives 
an account of his repeated victories over 
the rebels; the successive fortified vil- 
ages taken by him; the number of 
Yebel chiefs captured or slain in battle, 
and the prompt raising of the siege of 

ochou, we have read them with much 
Pleasure and commendation of the soldier- 
like qualities of the said officer and the 

tavery of the troops und-r him. The 

ahommedans in Kansu rose in May last, 
and in a very short space of time they had 
Spread over and devastated the whole 
Country embraced in the districts of 

ochou and Titao and the prefecture of 

sining. In consequence of this, we 
appointed the Kashgarian Provincial Com- 
Mander-in-chief, Tung Fu-hsiang, to take 
Command of the armies destined to crush 
this rebellion. It appears that upon his 
arriving at Anting which he made his base 
of operations, he at once made preparations 
for commencing a rapid and _ effective 
Campaign against the enemy. The rebels 
were then collected in strong numbers on 
the western banks of the Tiaoho and were 
Menacing the country on the eastern banks. 
On the 13th of November last General 
Tung made his first forward movement 
against the rebels maased in the vicinity of 
this river, and despatched ten battalions 
of troops to ford the Tiaoho. These troops 
gallantly stormed the enemy’s positions and 
fortified barriers along the banks compell- 
ing them to retreat westwards ten li (three 
tniles). On the 18th of the samo month 
having crossed with his whole army, General 
Tung led it in person startiug from the cap- 
tured rebel position of Pienchiawan against 
the enemy who held the hill passes on the 
right and left of our army. Although the 
Said passes were obstinately contested by 
the rebels and their barricades en route 
numbered like trees of a forest, the 
gallantry of our troops overcame all these 
obstacles and headed by their General they 
slew large numbers of the enemy. The next 
day 10,000 desperate rebels furiously 
charged our positions on the battle field of 
the day before, trying to force the army back 
to the river banks. But after four hours‘ 
hard and hand-to-hand fighting the rebelg 


broke and fled in the greatest disorder ; 
collecting their remnants in a strong posi- 
tion for another stand at the further bend 
of the Tiaoho river. On the night of the 
24th having in the meantime cleared the 
enemy around his flanks, General Tung 
made another forward movement against 
the enemy's position on the aforesaid river. 
This attack was intended as a surprise. 
To prevent any noise being nade on the 
march to attract the notice of the rebels, 


‘our troops were ordered each man to hold 


a pebble in his mouth then with folded 
banners and -without beat of drum the 
army again led by their General in person 
suddeuly stormed the enemy’s posts. Huge 
pits had been dug in front of the’ latter, 
and these defended by a determined band 
of rebels offered desperate resistance to our 
troops. While this fighting was going on 
another band of 6,000 desperate rebels 
suddenly appeared from the hills and fear- 
lessly attacked our flanks. General Tung 
was thugs compelled to divide his reserve 
into twe wings to meet the flank attacks. 
The battle raged furiously and Jasted many 
hours, but the superiority of our firearms 
and weapons gained the day at last, and the 
rebels were chased westwards over ten miles 
(30 odd I). The strongly fortified town of 
Sanchiatsili thus fell into our hands. On the 
26th (November) General Tung despatched 
General Ho Chien-wei with a strong force 
to attack the stronghold of Kaochiatsih. 
During the battle which ensued the rebel 
chief Ma Shih-jun was captured and be- 
headed before the walls of the stronghold. 
Aided by a force of cavalry and artillery 
afterwards sent to reinforce Ho Chien- 
wei, this stronghold was finally taken 
and immense numbers of the enemy 
were killed. Having fortified and ren- 
dered impregnable this stronghold as his 
second base, General Tung made. another 
forward movement with his whole army 
on the 1st of this month (December), 
Dividing the army into two bodies, one 
advanced upon Livchou by way of the 
western hill passes of Titao, and the other 
by way of K‘angchiayén with orders to 
form a junction at a place called T‘aitsd 
temple. Arrived at this place unepposed, 
it was learut that a strong body of fanatical 
Mahommedaus, under a well-known chief 
called Min Fu-ying, had collected at and for- 
tified the heights above Szeshihlip’u (Forty- 
il Stage,) It was therefore determined to 
attack the above-named place, and on the 4th 
instant the whole army advanced to storm 
the heights which commanded this Stage 
and which was about twelve miles from 
the beleaguered city of Hochou. Apparently 


demoralised by therapidity of morementand 
previous successes of General Tung’s army 
the rebels made but a short resistance and 
immediately abandoned Szeshiblip‘u, flee- 


ing northwestwards. The army then turned — 


around and marching rapidly towards 
Hochou surprised the rebels around the city 
who fled everywhere ; and in this way the 
siege of thatcity wasraised. This brilliant 
campaign in the face of superior numbers 
of rebels and in the face of insupera- 
ble obstacles occupied only twenty days. 
Numerous strongholds had been stormed 
and taken; eeveral thousand rebels 
killed, and the siege of an important 
city raissd within this short period. All 
this was because Geveral Tung had shown 
true military ability in preparing his cam- 
paign, had been well seconded by his 
officers and sustained by the bravery of his 
hardy soldiers who bore their privations and 
hard service with cheerful gallantry. We 
therefore gl«dly grant the rewardsasked and 
command that General Tung be handed to 
the Boards for the determination of extra- 
ordinary honours as a preliminary to fur- 
ther marks of our gracious approval of his 
bravery and military talents. [Here fol- 
lows a list of some 200 officers, civil and 
military, who served with distinction in 
this campaign, with the extraordinary 
rewards given to each. Posthumous 
honours are also given to those who were 
slain in battle together with grants of 
money to the families of the common 
soldiers who were killed. —Translutor.] 


20th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Fu Erh-tan is appointed Brigadier 
General of the Manchu garrison at Kirin 
and Sha-ké-tu-lin-cha-pu (Mongol) is ap- 
pointed to a similar post at Ningkut‘a, 
Kirin. 

(2) Ch‘en Pang-jui, Secretary of the 
Grand Council and Under Secretary of the 
Board of Punishments, who was recently 
made an expectant Censor, is ordered to 
give up his last named rank and remain at 
Peking as an expectant officer of the 5th 
Metropolitan grade. 

(3) Asa mark of extra grace Ch‘é-lin- 
pa-pu, Prince of the 2nd Order, is permit- 
ted to do duty at the Chients‘ing Palace 
Precincts. 

No papers of interest. 


21st December. . 
THE KOLAO HUI IN HONAN. 


Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, states 
that in obedience to the Imperial commands 
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of August 1894, to the effect that ‘towing 
to the ramifications of the revolutiovary 
society called the Kolao Hui throughout 
the Empire it way necessary to issue string: 
ent orders to the various Viceroys an 
Governors of the provinces to crush the 
movement in order to guarantee peace tO 
the country,” the memorialist exhorted his 
subordinates to keep alert and watchful 
promising rapid promotion to the local 
military and civil officials who might 
show energy and courage in obeying 
the Imperial mandate, etc., Memorialist has 
now received petitions from various sub- 
ordinates such as the department magis- 
trate of Shenchou, the district magistrate 
of Lingpaohsien, and others reporting the 
capture by them of a total number of 
eighteen Chiefs and sub-Chiefs of the 
above-named Society (names given and 
dates of capture), during the year com- 
prised between August 1894 and July of 
this year. Furthermore, the prisoners 
were all found to be bond fide revolutionists; 
hence in order to prevent the chance o 
these men being rescued when en route to 
the capital (Kaiféngfu) for trial. memoria- 
list took upon himself t» order the sum- 
mary decapitation of these dangerous 
pests of a peaceful society at the place 
of capture without the necessity of 
going through the form of being brought 
to memorialist for final trial and sen- 
tence. The officials concerned in arrest- 
ing the eighteen Kolao Hui prisoners 
deserve extra rewards from his Majesty 
for having displayed such energy in per- 
forming their duty and m-morialist there- 
fore humbly begs to present the names of 
the deserving officers, military and civil, 
for his Majesty's information (names given). 
—Rescript : Noted, 


22nd December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Cbao Shu-jao, Governor of Kiang- 
su, denounces Liu Yu-kuang, district 
magistrate of Kiangyin, for effeteness of 
police arrangements within his jurisdictioo 
whereby a band of rebbers managed to 
break in, unopposed, within the walls of 
Kiangyin and carried away a quantity of 
plunder before any sufficient force could 
be collected to pursue and capture the 
robbers. The said district magistrate is 
hereby handed to the Board for the deter- 
mination of « penalty pending the capture 
of said robbers failing which the said officer 
is to be degraded and further punished. 


(2) A K‘é-tan is appointed Senior, and 
P‘u Liang, Junior, Lieutenant-General of 
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‘Gendarmes and Left and Right, respec- 
tively, Commissioners of Peking Octroi at 
‘the Chungwén gate. 


23rd Deeember. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We received the other day a memorial 
-of the Censor Ch‘en Pih denouncing the 
conduct of Chang Kuo-chen, the present 
Treasurer of Shantung, when the latter 
‘was Judge at Foochaw. In consequence 
of which we at once deputed Pien Pao- 
‘ch‘uan, the Viceroy of Min-Ché, to in- 
vestigate the various charges made by the 
said Censor and report the result to us. 
The said Viceroy’s reply has since been 
received by us in which he declares 
that the accused offcer while in Fukien 
displayed remarkable administrative talents 
and that the charges made against him 
were without foundation. As it was im- 
Portant that the matter should be thorough- 
ly sifted and settled once for all, we upon 
reading the Viceroy Pien’s memorial, sent 
another order to Li Ping-heng, Governor 
of Shantung, under whom Chang Kuo- 
chen is now serving as Treasurer, with the 
command that the aaid Governor should 
keep close watch over the actions of the 
accused official in order to detectany reasons 
‘inducing the Censor aforenamed to make 
his accusations against the man, and also 
to see whether the said Treasurer was able 
‘to carry on the important duties which 
devolved upon his post. Li Ping-heng’s 
reply has now reached ue in which he 
‘states that Chang Kuo-chen has so far 
shown due evergy and carefulness in the 
fulfilment of his duties and his conduct 
had hitherto been »bove suspicion. We 
now again proclaim our will that Li Ping- 
heng continues to keep a careful watch 
over the conduct of Chang Kuo-chen 
and whenever he shall have observed 
instances where the latter has _ failed 
to do his duties properly the said Gov- 
ernor shall be at liberty to report the 
matter at once to us to be dealt with. As 
for the charges made at the same time by 
the said Censor against Lu Ch‘ing.yuen, 
former Department magistrate of Lung- 
yenchow ; Ts‘ai Hsien, district magistrate 
-of Nananhaien ; and T‘ang Yii-shih, acting 
Marine sub-prefect of Foochow, we now 
enjoin Pien Puo-ch‘uan to keep a close 
watch upon these three officiala’ conduct 
since he has reported that he has not found 
‘any dishonesty nor inclination to nepotism 
in their actions since holding the above 
posts. The Boards are also to take uotice 
of this. 
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(2) The Censor Chia Yu denounces the 
couduct of the Board officials of the 4th 
and 5th ranks whose ranks entitle them to 
be appointed Customs collectors at the 
various Bureaux roun:i about Peking and 
the Great Wall. It appears that whenever 
a vacancy occurs for the above appointments 
if the vacant post be a poor one those of 
the Board officials eligible for the post take 
care to apply for leave of absence on the 
day when they should have presented them- 
selves at the Grand Council for preferment, 
thus escaping the chance of being chosen for 
the poor post in question. But when the 
post happens to be a rich one then every 
one is eager to present himself for selection, 
etc. As this is a very serious charge 
and has been proved in the recent instance 
connecied with selecting a collector for the 
customs Bureau at Shahuk‘ou, Great Wall, 
(which is a ‘‘ pour” post) where the majority 
of the eligible officials were absent on leave 
on that day, we must express our displea- 
sure at this way of shirking duty and now 
command the Presidents of the various 
Boards to exercise mvure care in the 
future in such cases, and we further com- 
mand them that whenever it be found that 
there has been any shirking of duty in 
the way above described the said Presidents 
are to report the matter to us in order that 
the delinquents may be handed to the 
Board of Civil Appointments for deter- 
mination of proper penalties, 

24th December, 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 

_ E-k‘6-t‘ang-’, Tartar-General of Féng- 
tien and Brevet Governor-General, de- 
nounces Kao Yii-féng, Colonel commanding 
the Hsing battalion of the new corps, and 
Kuo Tao-yuan, a Captain of the same 
battalion, the first for keeping no discipline 
or watch over his battalion and neglecting 
to drill his men, and the second for using 
“dummies” in his company in order to 
pocket the pay of the men, As these 
charges had been proved and seriously 
affect the welfare of the Féngtien army 
corps a signal example should be made of 
these two delinquents. They are therefore 
cashiered and dismissed for ever from the 
service, nor shall they be allowed to enter 
any other military erganisation in what- 
ever capueity, as a serious warning to the 
whole army in Manchuria. 

SUICIDE OF AN OFFICIAL. 
_ Liu Shu-tang, Governor of Honan, re- 
porta that a few months ago the prefect of 
Kueitéfu, Honan, petitioned that one Li 

Ch‘i, retiring district magistate of Yi- 
ch‘eng, had, upon handing over his seala 
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to his successor, been found to have fallen 
short of his land tax accounts by Tls 2,795, 
odd. In consequence of this the said pre- 
fect had done his best to make the default- 
ing officer refund the money. Shortly 
afterwards it was found that Li Ch‘i had 
absco::ded. Then it transpired that he 
had returned to Wuchinghsien in the Im- 
perial prefecture—his native town—in order 
to borrow money for the repayment 
of his debt to government. Mem.» rialist 
then reported the matter, at the time, to 
the Throne with the request that the 
Governor of Shuntienfu be commanded to 
arrest Li Ch‘i and send him back to 
Honan for trial. But in the meantime a 
despatch had been received from the 
Governor of Shuntienfu to the effect that 
the said Li Ch‘i had tried to borrow a sum 
of money from his nephew, a Hanchun 
Bannerman connected with the Tartar 
garrison of Wuchinghsien, but that upon 
receiving a refusal the said Li Ch‘i 
had been plunged into despair which 
culminated in his committing suicide by 
swall.wing foreign opium. Although the 
said Li Ch‘i has died in the above 
manner, this still does not absolve his 
family from being compelled to make god 
the sum owed by the deceased, hence 
memorialist prays that a decree may be 
issued commanding the family of the 
deceased to make good the amount within 
two months, and that if the whole debt be 
not paid within the prescribed period, a 
heavier penalty be devised to punish the 
members of deceased’s family for contempt 
of the laws.—Rescript : Granted. Let the 
Board of Revenue take note. 


25th December. 


THE IMPERIAL PORCFLAIN KILNS OF 
KIANGSI. : 

Té Shou, Governor of Kiangsi, reports 
that the Imperial Porcelain Kilns of 
Kiangsi are required to send to Peking 
every year a stipulated number of pieces 
for ornament and dinner and kitchen use 
in the Palaces, for which work there is an 
annual grant by government of Tls. 10,000. 
The Kiukiang Taotai has now presented 
his accounts of the said kilns for 1894. 
Be states that there were made during 
the year under review eighty large- 
sized engraved pieces of superior colour, 


(KE Lt BRE for ornamental use; 


1,240 pieces of superior coloured round 


shape porcelain utensils ( & f& Ble 3 


and for special use in the kitchens and pan- 
try of the Ch‘uhsiu Palace there were made, 
according to the Imperial command, 10,223 


pieces of superior coloured porcelain uten- 
sils of various sizes and shape. All of the 
above were finished in 1894 and sent in the 
latter part of that year by steamers to 
Peking, this being the speediest and safest 
made of transport. The total amount 
expendel for te above in the purchase 0 

meterials and labour amounted during 
that year to Tis. 39.989.89, odd, and de- 
ducting the regu’ar appropriation of Tis. 
10,000 there is a deticit of Ts. 29,989.89, 
odd which according to precedent should be 
made good from the surplus taxes in the 
provincial treasury. An inventory of the 
various articles turned out by the above 
kilns, their value, etc., is hereby ap- 
pended.—Rescript: Noted. Let the Bouwd 
of Revenue reco:d the inventory herein sent. 


26th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ts‘ing Jui is appointed Sub-Chan- 
cellor of the Grand Secretariat with brevet 
rank of Vice-President of the Board of 
Rites, 

(2) Yii Keng, at present Minister to the 
Court of Tokio, is promoted to the rank of 
Vice-Director of the Imperial Stud. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty: will proceed to-morrow 
morning, after transacting State affiirs, to- 
the Southern Lake Palaces to pay obeisance 
to H. I. M. the Empress-Dowager, after 
which His Majesty returns to Peking. 


27th December. 
No papers of interest. 


28th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wang Wén-shao recommends to our 
favourable notice Huang Chiin-hsien, an 
unattached Taotai (ex-Consul-General at 
Singapore): Ho Ch‘eng-hao, 3rd class ex- 
pectant Taotai of Fukien; Li Ming-shih, 
Under Secretary of Board of Revenue, and 
P‘an Ming-piao, sub-prefect of Pingtu, 
Shantung. ‘I'hese four officials are claimed 
to have been very energetic in raising 
funds for the relief of the famine sufferers 
in Shansi two years ago, and it was through 
these four officials that a considerable 
amount of money was collected and sent 
to the seat of the famine, by which means a 
large number of lives were saved. This 
conduct is exceedingly commendable, and 
we now authorise the said Viceroy to 
transmit to the four officers in question our 
Imperial approbation of their patriotismand 

hilanthropy, while at the same time the 

oard of Civil Appointments is commanded 
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to determine what other form of reward 
they deserve. 

‘(2) Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, 
Teports that Kao Tso-chung, Hanlin Ex- 
Positor and ex-Literary Chancellor, is now 
exceedingly ill in his home in meniortaust 8 
Province and prays to be allowed to 
tesign his appointment in the Hanlin 
Academy, etc. As the illness of the said 

xpositor is so serious, his prayer is 
allowed and the said Governor is hereby 
commanded to transmit our gracivus plea- 
Sure in the matter. 

(3) The same Governor denounces the 
local authorities of Ninglinghsien, Honan, 
and especially the military officers of 
that district, and requests that they be 
preliminarily handed over to the Boards for 
determination of adequate penalties pend- 
ing further developments. It appears that 
in November last a band of brigands heard 
that an official in charge of a sum of money 
for the said Governor had put up for the 
hight within the yamén of the magistrate of 
the above city, and these desperadoes 
had therefore the audacity to attempt a 
surprise on the yaménv in order to 
carry away the money by force. A 
sharp conflict ensued between the 
yamén runners, assisted by the detach- 
ment guarding the money in the said 
yamén, and the brigands, and although 
two robbers were slain and the treasure, 
consisting of Tis, 600, retaken from the 
brigands, not one of the latter have, since 
the robbery, been captured by the military 
authorities of that district, thereby plainly 
showing a sad want of vigilance in their 
proper duties. This must not be permitted 
to pass unnoticed, and the military and 
civil authorities of that city are hereby 
ordered to be penalised by the Boards, and 
failing capture of the robbers concerned 
within three months are to be further 
heavily punished for lack of energy and 
effete police management. — 

[Note.—According to private news re- 
ceived here it appeare that the robbers 
actually got away with their plunder, 
the yumén people having been completely 
surprised and worsted in the subsequent 
encounter when pursuing the brigands, two 
of the latter being killed in the pursuit, 
The civil officials concerned were also re- 
ported to have actually hidden themeelves 
while the brigands were ransacking the 
treasure room of the yamén, and did not 
turn up until the robb:rs had gone off, 
when the order to pursue the brigands 
Was given.— Translator. ] Arne 

4) Announcing regret at t eipt o 
tne tie of the death of Shih Tséng, late 


Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
War, and commanding the erasure of 
all faults from the official records, ete. 


29th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hu Chan-ao is appointed substantive 
Second Captain of the Tribute Rice Guards, 
Mienyang district, Hupeh. 

(2) During the latter portion of 1894 and 
the first months of 1895 the territory com- 
prised within the departinents and districts 
of Fénghuang, Chiulien, Antung, K‘ueitien, 
Hsiuyen, South Kinchou, Fuchou, Hai- 
ch‘eng, Kaiping, Hsiungyao, Newchwang 
and Yingkou within the province of 
Féngtien were all, unfortunately, deva- 
state! by contending armies, in conse- 
quence of which the luckless inhabitants 
were cowpelled to flee to other places for 
safety, leaving their heritage and land to 
lie uncultivated. We greatly pity, and fully 
sympathise with the distress and poverty 
resulting therefrom, and are therefore 
anxious to do what we can to ameliorate 
the pitiable conditim of our distressed 
subjects in the territory mentioned 
above. Since circumstances have brought 
back these departments and districts 
into our hands sgain we feel bound to 
bestow the Imperial bounty on all the 
inhabitants of the retroceded territory 
and, asa preliminary step, command the 
cancellation of all arrears of taxes owed 
by our Chinese and Tartar subjects prior 
to the late war, and, furthermore, exempt 
the payment of every kind of land and 
poll tax for 1895 and 1896, inclusive, In 
order that all may know of our Imperial 
bounty we hereby command the Tartar 
General of Féngtien and his colleagues to 
print our commands on Imperial yellow 
posters which are to be immediately distri- 
buted far and wide throughout the territory 
named in this decree, to be placarded in 
every city, village, and market town thereof. 
In addition to the departments and districts 
above nam-d, should there be any others 
which also stand in ne-d of the Imperial 
bounty, the said Tartar General is further 
commanded to make all haste to investigate 
their wants and speedily report to us 
in order they also may partake of our 
gracious bounty in proportion to their 
needs and as a token of our anxiety for 
the welfare of the least of our subjects, 


COURT CIRCULAR, 


His Majesty will proceed to-morrow 
morning, after the transaction of State 
affairs, to the Southern Lake Palace to 
pay his periodical obeisance to H.I.M. the 
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Empress-Dowager, after which his Majesty 
returns to Peking. 


30th December. 
THE CHIBLI JUDGESHIP. 

Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, re- 
ports the demise of Chu Ching-hsiin, Pro- 
vincial Judge and acting Treasurer of 
Chihli. Memorialist received yesterday a 
petition from the high provincial auth. rities 
at Paotingfu to the effect that the said 
acting Trea-xurer had been ailing for som- 
time past but the disease was never 
thought to be very serious, when sudden- 
ly on the 5th of this month the said 
Treasurer’s sickness became serious ending 
in his death the same evening. Naturally, 
it is but proper that memorialist should 
appoint some one to act ad interim 
as acting Treasurer in place of the deceased, 
but as memorialist observes from the 
Peking Gazette that Yi Ying-lin, T: easurer- 
designate of Anhui, has recen'ly paid his 
farewell audience to his Majesty and is 
ow presumably on his way to Nganking, 


it follows that his predecessor Wang Lien, 
Treasurer-designa'e of this province, may 
be expected to reach Paoting from Anhul 
to take up his duties here in a very short 
time. Hence memorialist sees no necessity 
to appoint a special man as acting Trea- 
surer, but as the present acting Judge, 
Chi Pang-chen, Provincial Judge-elect 
of Fukien, is a very able man and most 
diligent in the performance of his duties, 
in order to save unnecessary trouble memo- 
Tialist has appvinted the said acting Judge 
to act as acting Treasurer pro tem., until 
the arrival of the Treasurer-elect from 
Avhui. Memorialist trusts that his man- 
agement of the matter will meet his 
Majesty’s approval.—Rescript: Noted. 


31st December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Yang Ju, Minister to the United States, 
Spain, Peru, and Brazil, is hereby pro- 
moted to the rank of Vice-President of the 
Imperial Clan Judical Court. 

No papers of interest. 


